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As Florida's first law school, Stetson has educated outstanding lawyers, judges and community leaders for more than a century.
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Ciara Torres-Spelliscy



Professor of Law

A.B., Harvard University
J.D., Columbia School of Law

Phone: 727-562-7856
Email: [email protected]
Office: CR-211 (Gulfport)

Courses
Constitutional Law, Election Law, First Amendment, Business Entities and Corporate Governance

Publications









Biography

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy is a professor teaching courses in Election Law, the First Amendment, Corporate Governance, Business Entities, and Constitutional Law.

Read More...


Prior to joining Stetson's faculty, Professor Torres-Spelliscy was counsel in the Democracy Program of the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law where she provided guidance on the issues of money in politics and the judiciary to state and federal lawmakers. She was an associate at Arnold & Porter LLP and a staffer for Senator Richard Durbin.

Professor Torres-Spelliscy has testified before Congress, and state and local legislative bodies as an expert on campaign finance reform. She has also helped draft legislation and Supreme Court briefs.  She is the editor of the 2010 edition of the Brennan Center's campaign finance treatise, "Writing Reform: A Guide to Drafting State and Local Campaign Finance Laws."

She researches and speaks publicly on campaign finance law as well as judicial selection. She has spoken at symposia and other events at 51 universities around the nation, including Harvard, Yale, and Stanford. She presented at the 2013, 2015, 2018, 2019, and 2020 Annual Conventions of the Association of American Law Schools (AALS) and at 2014, 2018, 2019, and 2024 Annual Convention of the American Constitution Society (ACS), and 2011, 2014, and the 2016 Annual Conventions of the Council on Governmental Ethics Laws (COGEL). In 2016 she spoke at the Federal Election Commission (FEC) at a forum on dark money and foreign money in U.S. elections. In 2018, she spoke at the International Society of Public Law's ICON-S conference in Hong Kong. In 2023, she spoke at Law & Society in Wellington, New Zealand.

She is the author of the book Corporate Citizen. An Argument for the Separation of Corporation and State (Carolina Academic Press, 2016), and the book Political Brands (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2019).

As well as publishing in law reviews, such as the Yale Law Journal Forum, Harvard Law & Policy Review, NYU Law Review Online, the University of Pennsylvania Law Review Online, Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy, the Duke Journal of Constitutional Law & Public Policy, and the Montana Law Review,  Professor Torres-Spelliscy has been published in The Washington Post, New York Times, New York Law Journal, Slate, L.A. Times, U.S. News and World Report, Boston Review, Roll Call, Business Week, Forbes, The Atlantic, USA Today, Business Ethics Magazine, San Francisco Chronicle, The Hill, Huffington Post, The Root.com, Judicature, The Nation, Salon.com, Talking Points Memo, Tampa Bay Times, The Progressive, CNN.com, Medium, Shondaland, and the ABA Judges Journal. She has also been quoted by the media in The Wall Street Journal, The Economist, The New York Times, Time, Bloomberg, Mother Jones, Newsweek on Air, SCOTUS Blog, Politico, Slate, The National Journal, USA Today, L.A. Times, Boston Globe, NBC.com, Vox, VICE, Five Thirty-Eight, WMNF, Sirius Radio, National Public Radio, Fox, Voice America, CSPAN, DNA TV, and NY1.

In 2014, Stetson University College of Law awarded Professor Torres-Spelliscy the Dickerson-Brown award for Excellence in Faculty Scholarship. In 2013, Professor Torres-Spelliscy was named a member of the Lawyers of Color's "50 Under 50" list of minority law professors making an impact in legal education. She was awarded tenure in 2016. In 2017, she was elected to be Chair of the AALS Section on Election Law for a term that started in 2018. She was awarded the Homer & Dolly Hand Award for Excellence in Faculty Research by Stetson University in 2019. In 2020, Professor Torres-Spelliscy was elected to be a member of the AALS Section on Constitutional Law Executive Committee.

Professor Torres-Spelliscy is a Brennan Center Fellow, a member of the Scholars Strategy Network, a member of the Board of Directors of the Mertz Gilmore Foundation, a former member of the Board of Directors of the National Institute on Money in State Politics, which was awarded the 2015 MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions and a number of the Board of Directors of Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW).



Featured Publications

Deregulating Corruption

The Roberts Supreme Court has spent the last twelve years branding and rebranding the meaning of the word “corruption” both in campaign finance cases and in certain white-collar criminal cases. This Article explores what the Supreme Court has done to rebrand corruption.

Read More


From a Mint on a Hotel Pillow to an Emolument

Is President Trump illegally profiting from the Presidency? Answering this question actually requires complex constitutional interpretation that breaks new legal ground and could change e rules for all future presidents.

Read More






Publications


Books

Political Brands (Elgar Publishing 2019).

Corporate Citizen? An Argument for the Separation of Corporation and State
(Carolina Academic Press 2016).  

Law Review Articles


Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, The Stakes of the Supreme Court’s Pro-Corruption Rulings in the Age of Trump: Why the Supreme Court Should Have Taken Judicial Notice of the Post-January 6 Reality in Percoco, 133 Yale Law Journal Forum 656 (2023-2024).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, The Political Branding of the Big Lie, 2022 (5) U. of Illinois L. Rev. 1711 (2002).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, The Political Branding of Us and Them: The Branding of Asian Immigrants in the Democratic and Republican Party Platforms and Supreme Court Opinions 1876-1924, 96(4) NYU L. Rev. 1214 (Oct. 2021). 

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Elegy for Anti-Corruption Law: How the Bridgegate Case Could Crush Corruption Prosecutions and Boost Liars, 69 American University Law Review 1689 (2020).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Deregulating Corruption, 13 Harvard Law & Policy Rev. 471 (2019).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, From a Mint on a Hotel Pillow to an Emolument, 70 Mercer L. Rev. 705 (Spring 2019).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Time Suck: How the Fundraising Treadmill Diminishes Effective Governance, 42 (2) Seton Hall Legislative Journal 271 (2018). 

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Campaign Finance, Free Speech, and Boycotts, 41 Harvard J. of L. & Public Policy 153 (2018).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Dark Money as a Political Sovereignty Problem, 28 (2) Kings L.J. 239 (2017).


Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Shooting Your Brand in the Foot: What Citizens United Invites, 68 Rutgers U. L. Rev. 1295 (Spring 2016).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Slaves to the Bottom Line: The Corporate Role in Slavery from Nuremberg to Now, 46(1) Stetson L.R. 167 (Fall 2016).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, A locked iPhone; Unlocked Corporate Constitutional Rights, 164 Penn L. Rev. Online 287 (2016).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Corporate Democracy from Say on Pay to Say on Politics, 30(2) Constitutional Commentary 431 (Summer 2015).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Electoral Silver Linings after Shelby, Citizens United and Bennett, 17 Berkeley J. Afr.-Am. L. & Pol'y 103 (2015). 

Kathy Fogel, Rwan El-Khatib, Nancy Chun Feng & Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Compliance Costs and Disclosure Requirement Mandates: Some Evidence, 27(1) Research In Accounting Regulation 83–87 (April 2015).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Kathy Fogel & Rwan El-Khatib, Running the D.C. Circuit Gauntlet on Cost-Benefit Analysis after Citizens United: Empirical Evidence from Sarbanes-Oxley and the JOBS Act, 9 Duke J. Const. L. & Pub. Pol'y 135 (2014).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, The Democracy We Left Behind in Greece and McCutcheon, 89 NYU L. Rev. Online 112 (2014).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Safeguarding Markets from Pernicious Pay to Play: A Model Explaining Why the SEC Regulates Money in Politics, 12(2) Connecticut Public Interest L. J. 361 (2012-2013).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Taking Opt-In Rights Seriously: What Knox v. SEIU Could Mean for Post-Citizens United Shareholder Rights, 74(1) Montana L. Rev. 101 (2013).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, How Much Is an Ambassadorship? And the Tale of How Watergate Led to a Strong Foreign Corrupt Practices Act and a Weak Federal Election Campaign Act, 16(1) Chapman L. Rev. 71 (Spring 2012).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, The $500 Million Question:  Are the Democratic and Republican Governors Associations Really State PACs Under Buckley's Major Purpose Test?, 15 NYU J. of Legislation & Public Policy 485 (Spring 2012).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy & Kathy Fogel, Shareholder-Authorized Corporate Political Spending in the United Kingdom, 46 U. of San Francisco L. Rev. 479 (Spring 2012).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Has the Tide Turned in Favor of Disclosure? Revealing Money in Politics After Citizens United and Doe v. Reed, 27 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 1057 (Summer 2011).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Hiding Behind the Tax Code, the Dark Election of 2010 and Why Tax-Exempt Entities Should Be Subject to Robust Federal Campaign Finance Disclosure Laws, 16 Nexus: Chap. J. L. & Pol'y 59 (2011).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy & Ari Weisbard, What Albany Could Learn from New York City: A Model of Meaningful Campaign Finance Reform in Action, 1 Albany Gov't L.R. 194 (2008).

Ciara Torres, Housing in the Heartland: An Examination of the Hollman v. Cisneros Consent Decree, the Politics of Racial Concentration and the Possibilities Offered by Democratic Experimentalism, 17 Nat'l Black L.J. 98 (2003).

Book Chapters

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Corporate Political Spending & Shareholders' Rights: Why the US Should Adopt the British Approach in Risk Management and Corporate Governance, Jalilvand & Malliaris, eds., Routledge (2011).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Monique Chase and Emma Greenman, Improving Judicial Diversity, in Women and the Law, Moriarty, ed., Thompson West Reuters (2009).

Book Reviews

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Book Review of Capitalism v. Democracy in Political Science Quarterly (Fall 2015).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Book Review of The Supreme Court: A Very Short Introduction in Judicature (Nov./Dec. 2012).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Book Review of The Crisis of Capitalist Democracy in Just Books (Apr. 22, 2010). 

Policy Reports

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Boycotting the President's Brand: Commercial Reactions to Trump 2015-2017 (Corporate Reform Coalition 2018).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Dark Money, Black Hole Money, and How to Solve It, in What's the Big Deal? Recommendations for Improving Law and Policy in the Next Administration, (American Constitution Society Oct. 2016.)

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, How the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission Could Require Transparency for Corporate Political Expenditures (Scholars Strategy Network 2015).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, The SEC and Dark Political Money: An Historical Argument for Requiring Disclosure (Corporate Reform Coalition 2013).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Transparent Elections after Citizens United (Brennan Center 2011).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Ed., Writing Reform: A Guide to Drafting State & Local Campaign Finance Laws (Brennan Center 2010 Revised Edition).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Corporate Campaign Spending: Giving Shareholders A Voice (Brennan Center 2010).

Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Kahlil Williams & Dr. Thomas Stratmann, Electoral Competition and Low Contribution Limits (Brennan Center 2009).



Presentations


	
Participated in a debate with Floyd Abrams about the impact of Citizens United v. FEC on American democracy hosted by NPR’s Open to Debate at Northwestern Law School in Chicago on February 21, 2024.


	
Spoke on a panel called the “Current Issues in Election Administration and Voter Suppression” about applying the Disqualification Clause to ex-President Trump at The Washington & Lee Law Review Symposium on Voting Rights in a Politically Polarized Era in Lexington Virginia on February 16, 2024.


	Spoke on AALs Hot Topics Panel "AI & Defending Multiracial Democracy" at 2024 Annual meeting of the Association of American Law Schools in D.C. on Jan. 6, 2024.
	
Guest lectured on October 11, 2023, at the University of Connecticut (UCONN) Law School’s Race and the American Legal System course about the Fifteenth Amendment, Shelby Co. v. Holder, Brnovich v. DNC, and how the use of the Constitution’s Disqualification Clause in the 2024 election could result in an electoral map similar to 1860’s.  


	Spoke on the American Constitution Society’s Supreme Court Preview Webinar for 2023-2024 term on September 28, 2023 about a redistricting case and two First Amendment cases.
	
Panelist at ICONs 2023 conference in Wellington, New Zealand July 3, 2023 discussing the Disqualification Clause of the U.S. Constitution. 


	
Panelist at Law & Society 2023 conference in San Juan, Puerto Rico June 2, 2023 discussing the Disqualification Clause of the U.S. Constitution.   


	
Spoke at OpenSecrets convening on Data & Democracy at the Airlie Conference Center in Warrenton, Virginia about Sam Bankman-Fried’s prosecution for alleged campaign finance crimes on May 18, 2023.


	
Spoke remotely on a panel about Harper v. Moore and the Independent State Legislature Theory at Pennsylvania State Law School’s American Constitution Society (ACS) Chapter on April 7, 2023.


	Spoke on a panel about Election Law at UCLA Law's Safeguarding Democracy Project Conference "Can American Democracy Survive the 2024 Elections?" on Mar. 17, 2023 in Los Angeles.
	Spoke to the Tampa Hispanic Bar Association about election law, the Independent State Legislature Theory and Moore v. Harper on Feb. 27, 2023.
	Spoke to Pinellas Florida Association for Women Lawyers (PFAWL) about election law and Moore v. Harper on Jan. 9, 2023.
	Spoke at Transparency International's 2022 Anti-Corruption Conference in Washington, D.C. on Dec. 8, 2022.
	Panelist on "How Good Are Our Election Laws?" at the ABA on Nov. 18, 2022.
	Spoke remotely at Journal of Civil Rights and Social Justice symposium about voting rights at Washinton and Lee School on Nov. 4, 2022.
	Spoke remotely at the 2022 Widener Commonwealth Law Review Symposium about voting rights and elections on Apr. 1, 2022.
	Spoke remotely about how money in politics intersects with voting rights at the American Constitution Society’s Stetson Chapter event entitled “The Unequal Vote” on Mar. 8, 2022. 
	Spoke remotely on a panel about money in politics and ghost candidates in Florida at the First Amendment Law Review Annual Symposium 2022 on “Election Speech and the First Amendment” at the University of North Carolina School of Law on Jan. 21, 2022.
	Spoke remotely at Council on Governmental Ethics Laws (COGEL) 2021 about money in politics, campaign finance law, the Supreme Court and dark money on Dec. 8, 2021.
	Guest taught Stetson Law’s Honors Colloquium about the Supreme Court, the Big Lie, and Voting Rights Limits on Sept. 15, 2020. 
	Participated remotely in the United Nations (UN) Working Group on Business and Human Rights Virtual Expert Consultation on the matter of Corporate Capture on Aug. 11, 2021.  
	Spoke on a panel about money in politics in Jennifer Taub’s book Big Dirty Money at Law & Society’s 2021 Virtual Conference on May 29, 2021.
	Spoke remotely to Building Bridges for America book club about Adam Jentleson’s Kill Switch about filibuster reform, corporate money in politics and H.R. 1 on May 3, 2021.
	Spoke remotely on a panel with Erwin Chemerinsky, Michael S. Kang, and Jacob Eisler, at the University of Illinois Law Review Symposium: "The Government's Speech and the Constitution" sponsored by the University of Illinois Law Review and The Byron R. White Center for the Study of American Constitutional Law (University of Colorado Boulder) on April 16, 2021.
	Appeared as the featured guest on Dahlia Lithwick’s Slate legal podcast Amicus in the episode called “Et tu, Coca-Cola?” about corporate political activity and her book Political Brands on Apr. 10, 2021.
	Spoke on a panel called “Political Campaigns: Perspectives from Abroad” about her book Political Brands and the 2020 American election at the American Branch of the International Law Association’s (ABILA) and the Dean Rusk International Law Center at the University of Georgia School of Law’s symposium entitled Democracy and Governance in the Internet Era on Apr. 7, 2021.
	Spoke remotely to Craig Holman at George Washington University about campaign finance in the 2020 American federal election on Mar. 8, 2021.
	Spoke remotely to Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) about two works in progress, “The Political Branding of COVID-19: A Narrative Explained by President Trump’s Five Stages of Grief” and “The Political Branding of Immigrants in the Democratic and Republican Party Platforms and Supreme Court Opinions 1876-1924” on Mar. 1, 2021.
	Spoke on a panel of a Webinar entitled “The First 100 Days of a New Administration” about executive orders and impeachment for the Stetson University College of Law community on February 15, 2021.
	Spoke remotely at the Bryan Glazer Family JCC at an event hosted by the Florida League of Women Voters about the Constitution, campaign finance and legal challenges in 2020 election on Dec. 17, 2020.
	Spoke remotely on a panel entitled “NYS Election Reform 2021: The Three Most Important Things” at the NYC Bar Association’s Election Law, Government Ethics and State Affairs, and NYC Affairs Committees on Dec. 16, 2020. Co-panelist included Douglas A. Kellner, Co-Chair of the NYS Board of Elections; Jorge L. Vasquez, Jr. of the Advancement Project; Assembly Member Charles D. Lavine, Former Senator Martin E. Connor, Senator Zellnor Myrie; and Vice Dean Franita Tolson of USC Gould Law.
	Spoke remotely on a panel with Professor Barry McDonald about the differences between Bush v. Gore in 2000 and the 2020 post-presidential-election litigation by Donald Trump for the America Constitution Society (ACS) Pepperdine Law Chapter on Nov. 20, 2020.
	Spoke on a panel called “Blueprint for Democracy: How We Can Stop Being Ripped Off” about the dangers of dark money hosted by Common Cause Ohio on Nov. 16, 2020.
	Spoke remotely to the Pinellas Democrats about the 2020 elections in Florida, her book Political Brands, and post-election litigation by President Trump’s lawyers on Nov. 12, 2020.
	Spoke on a webinar panel with the Dean of Stetson Law School Michèle Alexandre entitled “Community Conversation on the Legal Aspects of the 2020 Election” on Nov. 5, 2020.
	Spoke on a webinar panel with the President of Stetson University Christopher F. Roellke entitled “President's Weekly Update: 2020 Election, What Happened?” on Nov. 5, 2020.
	Spoke on a panel with University of Chicago Professor Geoffrey R. Stone about the First Amendment, the 2020 election and her book Political Brands in New America’s online symposium “Free Speech Project: Do We Need a First Amendment 2.0?” on Oct. 28, 2020.
	Featured in the documentary film, “Fish in a Barrel,” about the 2016 election released in October 2020.
	Spoke remotely to Stetson Law Chapter of the American Constitution Society (ACS) about voting safely in 2020 on Oct. 21, 2020.
	Spoke on a panel about campaign finance, the 2020 elections and her book Political Brands at the 2020 Election Speakers Series put on by the University of Dayton School of Law and the University of Dayton Human Rights Center on October 16, 2020.
	Spoke at a memorial for the late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg organized by U.S. Congressman Charlie Crist about her impact on constitutional law and election law on Oct. 9, 2020.
	Spoke remotely on a panel discussing “Building a More Inclusive Democracy” at NYU Law School’s Voting and Representation Symposium, Oct. 8, 2020.
	Featured in a Common Sense Education video, “Political Ads on Social Media: Selling the Truth?” Oct. 8, 2020.
	Featured in a Vox and Netflix documentary entitled Whose Vote Counts Explained, episode 2, “Can you buy and Election?” Sept. 28, 2020.
	Spoke remotely to students at UCLA about the 2020 Election and her book, Political Brands on Oct. 1, 2020.
	Spoke on a Stetson University panel webinar about Student Political Engagement and the 2020 Election on Oct. 1, 2020.
	Spoke on a panel with Professor Daniel Smith of the University of Florida, Allison Ross of the Tampa Bay Times, and Patricia Brigham President of the Florida League of Women Voters for the Florida Chapter of the Scholars Strategy Network webinar about Florida Elections in 2020 on Sept. 30, 2020.

	Spoke to the Corporate Reform Coalition remotely on September 23, 2020.
	Spoke at the American Constitution Society (ACS) South East Regional Convening’s Event on Supreme Court Voting Cases remotely on September 23, 2020.
	Guest taught Election Law at USC Gould School of Law remotely on September 16, 2020.
	Guest taught the Honors Colloquium at Stetson University College of Law remotely on September 2, 2020. 
	Spoke remotely to Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) about her book Political Brands, the Supreme Court’s Bridgegate decision and conducting the 2020 elections during the coronavirus pandemic on May 15, 2020.
	Spoke remotely about her book Political Brands, COVID-19, and the 2020 election at the “Feeling Democracy: A Conference on Politics and Emotions” at the Institute for Research on Women at Rutgers University on Apr. 17, 2020.

	Spoke on the American Promise National Call about campaign finance law on Mar. 9, 2020.
	Spoke to the Stetson Law Chapter of the American Constitution Society (ACS) about her book Political Brands on Mar. 4, 2020. 
	Spoke on a panel "The Role of Election Law" at a Conference entitled "Can American Democracy Survive the 2020 Elections?" at UC Irvine Law School on Feb. 28, 2020. 
	Testified at the House of Representatives Committee on the Judiciary's Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties hearing about Citizens United at 10: The Consequences for Democracy and Potential Responses by Congress, Feb. 6, 2020.
	Spoke on the campaign finance panel at the American University Law Review's “Democracy and the Law: 2020” symposium on January 31, 2020 in Washington DC about corruption, campaign finance and the Bridgegate case pending before the Supreme Court.
	Spoke on a panel entitled “Revisiting Campaign Finance Regulation 10 Years After Citizens United,” hosted by the American Constitution Society at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Washington, D.C. on Jan. 16, 2020.
	Spoke about the chapter “Branding Racism” in her book Political Brands on a panel entitled “American Democracy 2020: Commemorating the 15th & 19th Amendments amidst the Third Wave of Autocratization” at the 2020 Annual Meeting of the Association of American Law Schools (AALS) sponsored by the Minority Groups, Civil Rights, Election Law and Constitutional Law Sections of AALS on Jan. 4, 2020.
	Spoke about Branding Truth and Branding Corruption at "The Chat with the Author of Political Brands Ciara Torres-Spelliscy" at Public Citizen in Washington D.C. on Jan. 3, 2020.
	Spoke at the Bryan Glazer JCC and the League of Women Voters in Tampa about her book Political Brands on Dec. 12, 2019.
	Guest lectured about corporate constitutional rights and her book Political Brands at Harvard Law School on Nov. 21, 2019.
	Discussed corporate personhood and the 2020 election in her books Corporate Citizen and Political Brands at the University of Oklahoma Law School's symposium “The Roots and Legacies of Dartmouth College v. Woodward, the Supreme Court Decision that Turned Corporations into Constitutional ‘Persons'” Nov. 15, 2019.
	Addressed the fellows at the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law about the book Political Brands and the 2020 election on November 8, 2019 in New York City.
	Addressed the Harvard Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation at the Harvard Kennedy School in Cambridge about her book Political Brands focusing on money in politics on October 30, 2019. 
	Addressed the 2020 election, political advertising and campaign finance and her book Political Brands at ACS Northwestern at the Northwestern Pritzker School of Law in Chicago on October 29, 2019. 
	Gave a book talk about her book Political Brands and the emoluments lawsuits to the ACS UChicago at the University of Chicago Law School in Chicago on October 28, 2019. 
	Spoke about her book Political Brands and corporate political spending at the Virginia State Capitol House Office Building in Richmond, Virginia on October 21, 2019.
	Spoke about her book, Political Brands, at UCLA Law School on Oct. 11, 2019.
	Spoke on a panel about administering campaign finance law at the C. Boyden Gray Center for the study of the Administrative State at Antonin Scalia Law School Symopium on Administering Democracy on Oct. 4, 2019. 
	Spoke at the Yale Law School Chapter of the American Constitution Society (ACS) about lawyers, guns and money in her new book “Political Brands” including the topics of money in politics, Emoluments lawsuits, and branding the NRA post-Parkland on September 9, 2019 in New Haven.
	Spoke on an American Constitution Society (ACS) Webinar, "What's Next: Will the Mueller Report Lead to Impeachment?" on Aug. 13, 2019. 
	Spoke to the Bryan Glazer Family JCC in Tampa about pending election law cases and the pending U.S. Census 2020 case in their Supreme Court Insight program on June 13, 2019.
	Spoke on a plenary panel entitled "After Trump: Reforming Government and Repairing Democracy" at the American Constitution Society's (ACS) 2019 National Convention in Washington D.C. on June 8, 2019.
	Participated in Safeguarding Against Distortions of Scientific Research in Federal Policymaking working group, hosted by UCI Center for Law Environment and Natural Resources and the Union of Concerned Scientists in Washington D.C. on May 21, 2019.
	Participated in the "Clean Slate Convening on Empowering Labor Law Reform by Updating Other Legal Regimes" at Harvard Law School on May 9, 2019.
	Spoke to the Stetson Law Chapter of the American Constitution Society about the American Legislative Exchange Council on Mar. 26, 2019.
	Guest taught a class about her forthcoming book "Political Brands" in Data and Democracy course at Duke Law School, Mar. 19, 2019.
	Spoke about her forthcoming second book "Political Brands" at Notre Dame Law School's Campaign Finance Symposium on Feb. 8, 2019 in South Bend, Indiana.
	Spoke at AALS Election Law Section about "Protecting American Democracy from Foreign Inference" on Jan. 4, 2019 in New Orleans.
	Moderated a debate on Writing the 28th Amendment at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia on Nov. 19, 2019.
	Spoke at the Mary L. Hilfiker Symposium titled "Free Speech and Campaign Finance: Debating the First Amendment and Citizens United" on Oct. 18, 2018 at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.
	Spoke at Mercer School of Law at the “Corporate Law in the Trump Era” Symposium about three on-going emoluments lawsuits against the President on October 5, 2018 in Macon, Georgia.
	Spoke at Washington & Lee Law School's faculty workshop about her new book in progress, “Political Brands” on September 24, 2018 in Lexington, Virginia.
	Spoke at the Washington & Lee Law School Chapter of the American Constitution Society (ACS) about branding and political parties on September 24, 2018 in Lexington, Virginia.
	Spoke at 2018 SEALS conference about corporate personhood in the Supreme Court's Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission on August 11, 2018.
	Spoke at the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law about political branding on July 27, 2018.

	Spoke at the 11th Circuit Year in Review hosted by the American Constitution Society's Tampa Lawyer Chapter at the Chester H. Ferguson Law Center on July 18, 2018 about Hand v. Scott. 
	Spoke on a panel entitled "The Comparative Law of Democracy," at the International Society of Public Law's ICON-S conference in Hong Kong on June 26, 2018 about fundraising burdens for Members of Congress.
	Moderated a panel entitled "To Amend or Not to Amend: What Path to Keeping Money Out of Politics?" at The American Constitution Society (ACS) 2018 National Convention in Washington, DC on June 8, 2018.
	Spoke about political parties and branding on a panel about "The First Amendment and Regulation of Political Parties" at the "The Constitution & Political Parties Symposium" Hosted by the Stanford Law School Constitutional Law Center on May 19, 2018.
	Spoke about election security and federalism on a panel at the American Constitution Society's (ACS) event “Firewalling Democracy” at Google's DC office on May 7, 2018 with co-panelists Election Assistance Commission Chair Thomas Hicks; Philippa (Pippa) Scarlett, former Deputy Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordinator at the White House; Joseph Lorenzo Hall, Chief Technologist at the Center for Democracy and Technology; and Laura Rosenberger, Senior Fellow and Director of the Alliance for Securing Democracy.
	Spoke on an Election Law Panel at the Federalism Past, Present, and Future Symposium at Pepperdine University School of Law in Malibu, California on March 23, 2018.

	Spoke on a panel about the Special Counsel for ACS Stetson Chapter on March 20, 2018.
	Spoke on a panel on "Foreign Influence in American Elections," at the Unrig the System Summit at Tulane University in New Orleans on February 2, 2018. 

	Presented her paper "Time Suck" in the New Voices in Legislation to the AALS Section on Legislation & Law of the Political Process on January 4, 2018 in San Diego, CA.
	Spoke on a panel hosted by the American Constitution Society's Stetson Chapter "Supreme Court Preview" about Gill v. Whitford on Oct. 26, 2017.

	Spoke on a panel entitled "Should Citizens United be Overturned?," at SEALS 2017 conference in Boca Raton on Aug. 4, 2017.

	Spoke with Professor Rick Hasen on a panel entitled "The First Amendment and Political Speech in Campaign Finance Law" at California State Fullerton's Communications Week on April 25, 2017.
	Spoke on a panel entitled "Framing the Big Picture, the legal and constitutional role of corporations in our democracy" with Professors Jennifer Taub and Elizabeth Pollman at Stetson Law Review's symposium on March 24, 2017.
	On March 4, 2017, Professor Torres-Spelliscy spoke at the Federalist Society's 2017 National Student Symposium, on a panel called “Campaign Finance and Free Speech” at Columbia Law School. The Moderator was Hon. Richard J. Sullivan, U.S. District Judge for the Southern District of New York. The other member of the panel were:
	Prof. Brad Smith, Josiah H. Blackmore II/Shirley M. Nault Professor of Law, Capital University Law School; Former FEC Commissioner
	Prof. Richard Pildes, Sudler Family Professor of Constitutional Law, New York University School of Law; and
	Prof. John O. McGinnis, George C. Dix Professor in Constitutional Law, Northwestern University School of Law.
	Addressed the Florida Veterans for Common Sense about her book Corporate Citizen? An Argument for the Separation of Corporation and State in Sarasota, FL on Dec. 15, 2016.
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"The Hidden Danger in the Supreme Court's 'McCutcheon' Case," The Nation, Oct. 7, 2013.
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"How Outside Money was Poured into Governors' Races," NBC News, Dec. 12, 2012.
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"Super PACs, Nonprofits Favored Romney Over Obama," Center for Public Integrity and Open Secrets Blog, Oct. 30, 2012.


"Pennsylvania Governor Benefited from Untraceable $1.5 Million Donation," Center for Public Integrity, Oct. 18, 2012.
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"No Voting After Church?," The Root, Jan. 5, 2012.
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"For Public Financing Reform, All Eyes on New York State," Huffington Post, March 19, 2011.

"Analyst: N.M. Has Weak Campaign Finance Laws," The New Mexican, Mar. 1, 2011.

"Brennan Center Steps Up Calls for Campaign Finance Reform," Capitol Tonight, Jan. 20, 2011.

"A Cautionary Tale of Corporate Political Spending Emerges in Minnesota," ABA Journal, Oct. 22, 2010,

"For Your Ears Only/Newsweek On Air," WNYC, Oct. 9, 2010.

"The Invisible Rivers of Campaign Money," The Take Away, NPR, Oct. 1, 2010.

"30 Issues: Money & Politics - LLC Loophole," Brian Lehrer Show, WNYC, Sept. 24, 2010.
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"For Your Ears Only/Newsweek On Air," WNYC, July 2, 2010.
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"Lawmakers Seek Greater Disclosure of Political Ads," NHPR, May 27, 2010.

"Still Struggling Despite Stepped-Up Efforts, State Has Few Minorities in Pool of Prospective Judges," Connecticut Law Tribune, May 3, 2010.

"Obama Voices Concerns Over Corporate Influence," L.A. Times, May 1, 2010.

"DISCLOSE Act Introduced To Respond To Citizens United Ruling," National Law Journal, Apr. 29, 2010.

"Campaign Donations: Access or Ideology?," Fox Business, Apr. 22, 2010.

"States Act to Revise Judicial Selection," USA Today, Mar. 31, 2010.

"Supreme Court Ruling Changes Campaign Landscape for Big Business," Fox Business, Feb. 12, 2010.

"How Corporations Secretly Move Millions to Fund Political Ads," The Raw Story, Feb. 4, 2010.

"NYC May Provide New Model After Supreme Court Campaign-Finance Ruling," WNYC, Jan. 21, 2010.

"The Big Question: Will Corporate Money Change Campaigns?," The Hill, Jan. 21, 2010.

"State of the State," WBAI Evening News, Jan. 6, 2010.

"Election Spending: Reformers on Flood Watch," National Journal, Nov. 7, 2009.

"Sonia Sotomayor's Nomination Draws Focus to the Gains of Minority and Female Judges Nationwide," Christian Science Monitor, July 24, 2009.

"Pruning a Jungle," The Economist, Apr. 23, 2009.

"Making the Judiciary Look More like America," NPR's The Takeaway, Feb. 27, 2009.

"Think Tank Finds Diversity Still Lacking on Bench in Md," Daily Record, Feb. 2, 2009. 

"Opportunity is Knocking for Legal Diversity," Providence Journal, Jan. 27, 2009.



Advocacy and Data Sets


Advocacy


Comment to the Securities and Exchange Commission on political spending and climate disclosure June 8, 2021

FEC Statement of Ciara Torres-Spelliscy June 23, 2016

Letter to FEC Chair Ann Ravel regarding Dark Money January 14, 2015.

Letter to Senate Rules Committee from Prof. Torres-Spelliscy's, April 30, 2014 Hearing re Dark Money

Comment Submitted to the SEC by Prof. Ciara Torres-Spelliscy on the Commission's Four Year Strategic Plan

Comment Submitted to the IRS's REG-134417-13 Notice of Proposed Rule Making on Political Activity by Nonprofits.

Letter to the New York Attorney General in Support of Charity Disclosure

Statement by Prof. Torres-Spelliscy before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee on Watergate and Citizens United

Prof. Ciara Torres-Spelliscy Joins Constitutional Law Professors' Supreme Court Amicus Brief in American Tradition Partnership Case


Statement Submitted to the U.S. Senate Committee on Rules and Administration on the DISCLOSE Act

Comment Submitted to the SEC in Support of Transparency of Corporate Political Spending

Testimony Submitted to the U.S. Senate on the history of voting rights in Florida

Testimony before the Connecticut Legislature about Post-Citizens United State Shareholder Protections

Testimony before the U.S. House Administration Committee about Post-Citizens United Federal Shareholder Protections

Testimony before the U.S. House Financial Services Committee about Post-Citizens United Securities Law Changes

Testimony before the Maryland Legislature about State Shareholder Protections and Campaign Finance Disclosure

Testimony before the New York Senate about Omnibus Campaign Finance Reforms

Testimony before the New York City Campaign Finance Board about Independent Expenditures

 

Datasets
 

Final RGA DGA Donor List 
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