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VALUES DAY AGENDA

TIME
8-9am.

9-
10:15 a.m.

10:30 -
11:45 a.m.

12-2 p.m.

12-2
p.m.

2-4p.m.

4:15 -
5:30 p.m.

5:30 -
7:30 p.m.

7:30 -
9 p.m.

EVENT

Coffee & Bagels
Sponsored by Staff Council

Opening Ceremony

- Student Performance: National Anthem

« Welcome: Values Day Planning Committee

- Poetic Performance: Rising Lotus
Professor Shankar-Brown and student
performers

« University Greetings: Dr. Christopher F. Roellke,
Stetson University President

« Introduction of the Keynote Speaker

. Student Performance: “Lift Every Voice”

- Keynote Address: Dr. Joel C. Hunter

Concurrent Sessions #1
Workshops are offered by students, faculty, staff
and community members

Values Day Marketplace

Celebrate creativity and community on Palm
Court. Shop original work from Stetson makers
and neighbors.

Community Lunch

Free lunch provided to anyone - students,
faculty, staff and community members — who
does not already have a meal plan.

Interactive Deliberative Dialogue

Step into the role of a policymaker to weigh
competing national priorities, consider real-world
tradeoffs, and decide which policies you would
pass to shape America’s future.

Concurrent Sessions #2
Workshops are offered by students, faculty, staff
and community members.

Values through Film

Movie Screening

Values through Voice
Uncouth Hour

LOCATION

CUB Faculty/
Staff Lounge

CUB Stetson
Room

Various
Locations

Palm Court

Lynn Dining
Commons

CUB Stetson
Room

Various
Locations

Cross-Cultural
Center (109)
& Hillel House

Libby Lawn

Welcome!

We are thrilled to gather the entire Stetson University community for
Values Day 2026, a day dedicated to reflection, dialogue, learning, and
connection.

Established by President H. Douglas Lee, Values Day is one of Stetson’s
most meaningful traditions. Rooted in our commitment to intellectual
exploration, personal growth, inclusive community, and personal and
human dignity, it challenges us not only to name our values, but to
consider how they shape the choices we make and the communities we
build.

This year, as the United States marks the 250th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence, our theme looks forward: “What Values
Will Shape the Next 250 Years?” What have we learned from our history?
Whose experiences and perspectives must be part of conversations about
our shared future? How might education, leadership, service, creativity,
and human connection shape the next chapter? And what responsibility
does each of us have in creating the world future generations will inherit?

These questions do not have simple or shared answers, which is precisely
why a university is the right place to ask them. Through presentations,
workshops, performances, films, discussions, and community activities,
Values Day brings students, faculty, staff, alumni, and community members
together to explore the values that shaped our past and imagine those
that might guide our future.

That makes this year’s Values Day more than a commemoration. It is an
invitation: to learn from history, to listen to perspectives different from our
own, to ask difficult questions, and to imagine what is possible. Attend a
session outside your usual interests. Join a conversation. Listen carefully.
Challenge an assumption.

Two hundred and fifty years from now, none of us will be here, but the
values we strengthen today can shape the world others inherit tomorrow.
Thank you for joining Stetson in asking one of the most important
questions we can consider together:

What values will shape the next 250 years?

Values @ay 073/a/z/u'/zy Committee

Learn more about Values Day: stetson.edu/values-day



http://www.stetson.edu/values-day

DUR KEYNOTE SPEAWER

Dr. Joel C. Hunter

Pastor of Community Benefit, Action Church

Chairman, Central Florida Pledge

Dr. Joel C. Hunter serves as Pastor
of Community Benefit at Action
Church, a multisite congregation
based in Winter Park, Florida, and
his one-minute daily devotionals
are broadcast worldwide on Z88
radio. He also chairs the Central
Florida Pledge, an initiative that
encourages residents to treat one
another with dignity and respect,
even amid disagreement, and

to stand with any group facing
discrimination because of who
they are or what they believe.

He is the author of The Pledge
Approach to Faith & Politics, a
free field guide to engaging the
intersection of faith and public life
with civility, wisdom, and respect,
available at centralfloridapledge.
com/book.

Dr. Hunter’s entry into ministry and
public life grew out of his work in
the 1960s Civil Rights movement.
For 32 years, he served as senior
pastor of Northland Church,
which grew to a congregation of
approximately 20,000. He then
spent five years bringing churches
and charitable organizations
together to serve some of Central
Florida’s most vulnerable residents,
earning recognition as Orlando
magazine’s No. 1 most powerful
voice for philanthropy and six
selections among “Orlando’s

50 Most Powerful.” A nationally

recognized advocate for people
experiencing poverty and
marginalization, he has chaired
Central Florida’s Commission

on Homelessness and helped
support President George W.
Bush'’s establishment of the White
House Office of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives.

Dr. Hunter also served as a spiritual
advisor to President Barack
Obama, praying with him often
and writing weekly devotions

for him throughout both terms.

In June 2026, he co-led the
invocation at the grand opening

of the Obama Presidential Center
in Chicago. Internationally, he has
held leadership roles in the World
Evangelical Alliance, representing
more than 600 million evangelicals,
and nationally in the National
Association of Evangelicals,
representing more than 40
denominations. He approaches
today’s most challenging issues
with a pastoral heart shaped by
decades at the intersection of
faith, community, and public life.

Dr. Hunter and his wife, Becky,
have been married since 1972, and
she is his partner in both life and
ministry. They have three sons,
seven grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren.



FEATURED PROGRAM

Stetson R.E.A.D.

Reflect, Engage and Affirm Diversity

Welcome Center Lynn Presentation Room, 10:30-11:45 a.m.

STETSoy

ENEERLEAR

Read, Eat, and Discuss!

Come celebrate the power of
stories to connect, inspire, and
transform!

Join us for an exciting Stetson
Values Day launch of the 2026-
2027 R.E.A.D. Program! Together,
we'll celebrate the joy of reading,
creative expression, thoughtful
reflection, and meaningful
conversation — all in the spirit

of deepening Stetson’s core
values and cultivating beloved
community.

We're delighted to announce our
first book selection: “Nothing

to Fear” by Dr. Barry C. Black,
Chaplain of the United States
Senate. And now, for the moment
we've all been waiting for...
drumroll, please! We'll also unveil
our additional R.E.A.D. book
selections for the year; stories that
honor our shared humanity, spark
curiosity, and invite us to learn and
grow together.

The celebration will feature

a reflective arts activity,
opportunities for community
connection, and a look back

at R.E.AD’s history and impact
as we celebrate more than a
decade of growth, inspiration,
and belonging and honor this
signature Stetson program and
cherished Values Day tradition.

Founded and directed by Dr.

Rajni Shankar-Brown, R.E.A.D.

is hosted by Stetson’s Institute

for Catalyzing Equity, Justice,

and Social Change (I-CEJSC),

with support from the Center

for Cultural, Civic & Community
Engagement; the Brown Center for
Faculty Innovation and Excellence;
the College of Arts and Sciences;
and the duPont-Ball Library.

For over a decade, R.E.A.D. has
elevated diverse voices, fostered
meaningful dialogue, encouraged
critical reflection, and enriched our
campus-community.

Everyone is welcome! Students,
faculty, staff, alumni, and
community partners are invited
to join us — whether you're a
longtime R.E.A.D. participant or
discovering the program for the
first time.

Because R.E.AD. is about more
than books. It's about honoring
our shared humanity, exploring
diverse perspectives, deepening
understanding, and building

a community where everyone
belongs.

We can’t wait to READ with you!

For questions or accommodations,
email rshankar@stetson.edu.
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VALUES DAY

Detailed agenda

9 -10:15a.m. | Opening Ceremony ©

CUB, Stetson Room

Student Vocal Performance

Welcome

Poetic Performance

University Greetings
Introduction of the Keynote Speaker

Student Vocal Performance

Keynote Address

“The Star-Spangled Banner”
Carli Gudino

Values Day Planning Committee

Rising Lotus

(Professor Shankar-Brown)
Student performers:

Asterius Diaz, Widelandine Emilcar
and Emely Baez Ubiera

President Roellke
Dr. Erin Doggette

“Lift Every Voice and Sing”

Music by James Weldon Johnson
arr. Addie Akin

Tenor 1 - Timothy Sloan

and Ree’Mylan Collins

Tenor 2 - Dillion Todd

Baritone- Nate Johnson

Bass 2 - Aaron Innerarity

Dr. Joel C. Hunter

10:30 - 11:45 a.m. | Concurrent Sessions #1 (&

Many Voices: A Community Mosaic
Allen Hall Auditorium (101)

Presenter(s): Harry Price, Brown Center for Faculty Innovation

and Excellence

Help create a collaborative community mosaic representing different
perspectives and experiences. The project celebrates belonging and the
value of many voices shaping a shared future.




Hatter Harvest and the Baking Club Present:
Growing a Sweet Community
Brown 101 (Teaching Kitchen)

Presenter(s): Diana Fudge, Genesis Weber, Shauntel Christopher

Connect food, gardening, and baking in a hands-on exploration of
community. The session highlights collaboration, sustainability, and the
relationships built through shared work.

Environmental Storytelling through Zines
Brown 139

Presenter(s): Megan Brinton, Dr. Jason Evans, Casey Ramey, Institute for
Water and Environmental Resilience

Create zines to tell environmental stories and share perspectives on
place and sustainability. The session connects creative expression with
environmental responsibility.

Challenging Rape Culture on College Campuses
Brown 140

Presenter(s): Susan Peppers-Bates, Jeremy Posadas, Juliana R Hayes,
Mia Martinez, Bekah Ford, Jett Scheingoltz, Danielle Lindner, Meg Young,
Lynn Schoenberg, and PACT

Examine the attitudes and behaviors that sustain rape culture on college
campuses. The session encourages prevention, accountability, and a
culture of dignity and respect.

Let’s Talk: Boundaries
Brown 234

Presenter(s): Mystique Schneider, Student Counseling Center

Explore the role of personal boundaries in healthy relationships and
communities. Participants practice communication and consider how
respect and autonomy support shared values.

Lions Club International: How does the world’s largest service
organization translate values into action?
Lynn Business Center 122

Presenter(s): Kathy Searle Acevedo, Steven Van Varick, Barbara (Bobbie)
Cheh, Lions Club

Learn how Lions Clubs International puts service values into practice.
Participants consider volunteerism, civic engagement, and ways to make a
positive impact.

Choose to Include: Small Acts of Kindness, Lasting Impact
Lynn Business Center 123

Presenter(s): Maura Reilly and Bruin Webster, J. Ollie Edmunds Stetson
Students

Use scenes and discussion inspired by Wonder to consider inclusion and
everyday kindness. Participants explore how small choices can create a
more welcoming community.

Your Values, Your Way: Making Values-Based Living Accessible Across
Abilities

Lynn Business Center 124

Presenter(s): Abbi Jalbert, Student Counseling Services

Explore practical ways to live according to personal values across different
abilities and access needs. The session centers inclusion, accessibility,
and self-determination.

The Promise of Discovery: Science as a Catalyst for Human Progress
Lynn Business Center 220

Presenter(s): Amy King, Jordyn Dodd, Nicky Pickles, Stetson University
Student Chapter of the American Chemical Society (ACS)

Explore scientific discovery as a driver of human progress through
collaborative activities. Participants consider curiosity, evidence, and
innovation as values for the future.



The Volusia Sandhill Ecosystem: A Model for Environmental
Sustainability
Rinker Environmental Learning Center (RELC)

Presenter(s): Kristen Marshall Mattson (with Dr. Cindy Bennington, Dr.
Karen Cole, Milo Silva, Elle Rivera Diaz, Gracie Wollard), Gillespie Museum

Explore the loss and restoration of Florida’s longleaf pine ecosystem,
then help collect seeds and plant seedlings. The session connects
environmental stewardship and biodiversity to a more sustainable next
250 years.

Values in Action: Let’s R.E.A.D. Together!
Welcome Center Lynn Presentation Room

Presenter(s): Dr. Rajni Shankar-Brown; Human Rights and Justice Student
Leadership Team (Stetson University / I-CEJSC)

Celebrate the opening of Stetson R.E.A.D. (Reflect, Engage, and Affirm
Diversity) for 2026-2027 and discover this year’s book selections. The
event highlights storytelling as a way to connect people and broaden
perspectives.

For questions or accommodations, email rshankar@stetson.edu.

12 - 2 p.m. | Values Day Marketplace Celebration

Palm Court

Celebrate creativity, entrepreneurship, and community at the Values Day
Marketplace! Browse original art, handmade goods, and creative services
from Stetson students, faculty, staff, and community members, with music,
lawn games, a photo booth, and a frozen treat. As we reflect on the values
that will shape the next 250 years, come support local creators and make
meaningful connections. Grab a bite at the free Community Lunch, then
stroll over.

12 -2 p.m. | Community Lunch

Lynn Dining Commons

Join us for a delicious celebration of American traditions, community, and
connection! Enjoy a festive lunch featuring classic American favorites as
we celebrate 250 years of history, culture, and the diverse traditions that
bring us together. Lunch is free for students, faculty, staff, and community
members without a meal plan. While you enjoy your meal, explore the
conversation prompts at each table and share your thoughts on the
values that will shape America’s next 250 years. Great food, meaningful
conversations, and a celebration of community await!

2 -4 p.m. | Interactive Deliberative Dialogue &

CUB Stetson Room
(2 Hour Session)

The USA In This Generation:
A Deliberative Dialogue About Our Nation’s Future

What would you prioritize if you were responsible for shaping America’s
future? In this deliberative dialogue, you'll step into the role of a
policymaker and explore three approaches: strengthening democracy,
expanding economic opportunity, and building stronger communities.
You'll weigh real-world benefits and tradeoffs before deciding which
policies you would pass. Finally, you’ll identify one practical action you can
take to strengthen the country’s future.
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4:15 - 5:30 p.m. | Concurrent Sessions #2 (9

Two separate 35-minute presentations in one room, scheduled
consecutively.

The Place of America’s Values:
Reflections on the Civil Rights Travel Course

-AND-

The CVSR Minor: An Opportunity to Put Values into Action
CUB Stetson Room

Presenter(s): Dr. Jeremy Posadas and Civil Rights Travel Course student
presenters (combined session)

Reflect on lessons from the Civil Rights Travel Course and explore how
the Civic & Social Responsibility Minor connects academic learning
with civic action. Both presentations consider justice, public values,
and responsibility for the future.

Two separate 35-minute presentations in one room, scheduled
consecutively.

Who Gets to Lead? Women, Power, and the Next 250 Years
4:15 - 4:50 p.m. in Brown 140

Presenter(s): Dr. Meg Young and Students from Women in Business
First-Year Seminar

Examine who has had access to leadership and power, with particular
attention to women. Interactive discussion considers equity,
representation, and opportunities for the next 250 years.

First Does Not Mean Alone: Building a Legacy for the
Next 250 Years
4:55 - 5:30 p.m. in Brown 140

Presenter(s): Dr. Meg Young, President Mia Woollens and Members of
Alpha Alpha Alpha (Tri-Alpha) First-Generation Honor Society,
Stetson University

Celebrate first-generation students and the communities that support
them. Participants consider how access, belonging, and mentorship
can build a lasting legacy.

Are You Smarter Than a Sexpert?
Brown 139

Presenter(s): Isabel LaFleur and Grace Smith, The WELL Team

Test knowledge and challenge misconceptions through interactive sexual-
health trivia. The session encourages informed choices, respect, and
access to accurate information.

Faith and Politics
Brown 234

Presenter(s): Derrick Doh (group presentation), Student Organizer,
Ginsburg Phoenix Fellows

Explore the relationship between faith, politics, and public values through
a panel discussion. Participants consider respectful dialogue and pluralism
in a changing society.

The Sustainable Wardrobe: Conscious Clothing Choices
in a Fast Fashion World
Rinker Environmental Learning Center (RELC)

Presenter(s): Cheryl Orr, Theatre Arts

Examine the environmental and social costs of fast fashion and consider
more sustainable clothing choices. Participants explore consumption and
responsibility for future generations.

Calm in the Storm: Growth, Dignity, and Resilience in Uncertain Times
Elizabeth 315

Presenter(s): Juli Gamba, Student Counseling Services

Reflect on resilience, dignity, and personal growth during uncertain
times. The session invites participants to consider the values that help
individuals and communities navigate change.

Remembering Innsbruck through the Soul of Stetson
Lynn Business Center 108 Rinker Auditorium

Presenter(s): Dr. Mercedes Tichenor, Dr. John Tichenor,
Stetson Innsbruck Society

Reflect on the Innsbruck experience and its place in Stetson’s history.
The session considers how shared experiences, learning, and institutional
values shape community.



Technology, Our Values, and the Future We Create
LBC 122

Presenter(s): Kayla Davis, Victoria Antwi, Jennifer Corbin, Kellie Pait,
Tinghan Xuxia

Explore how technology reflects human choices and shapes our collective
future. Collaborative activities encourage thoughtful consideration of
responsibility, ethics, and progress.

Deepening Connection: From Conversation to Community
Cross-Cultural Center

Presenter(s): Alexandria Belk and Dr. Rajni Shankar-Brown

Move from conversation to meaningful community connection through
facilitated activities and reflection. The session emphasizes belonging,
mutual understanding, and shared responsibility.

Two separate 35-minute presentations in one room, scheduled
consecutively.

Strength Over Shortcuts:
What Values Should Shape the Future of Health?
4:15 - 4:50 p.m. in LBC 220

Presenter(s): Julie Kaidor

Consider the choices and values that support long-term health rather
than quick fixes. The session connects personal well-being with
responsibility and resilience.

4T’s (Time, Talent, Treasure, Ties)
4:55 - 5:30 p.m. in LBC 220

Presenter(s): Nicole McCann (group presentation)

Consider how giving time, talent, treasure, and ties can strengthen
communities. Participants explore service and philanthropy as values
that can guide future generations.

5:30 - 9 p.m. Evening Programming (@)

Values through Film
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. | Cross-Cultural Center (109) and Hillel House

Close out the afternoon with Values Through Film, an opportunity to
experience storytelling through cinema and reflect on the values that
connect us. These screenings invite our campus and community to
consider different perspectives, explore meaningful questions, and
continue the conversations inspired by Values Day.

Values through Voice: Uncouth Hour
7:30 - 9 p.m. | Libby Lawn

A Stetson tradition since 1997, Uncouth Hour is the university’s student-
run open mic night, hosted by Touchstone and Hatter Network. For Values
Day, students take the stage with comedy, poetry, music, dance, and other
performance art that speaks to this year’s theme, What values will shape
the next 250 years? Performers sign up at the event, and everyone is
welcome to come cheer them on. Snacks will be provided.

Gultural Greits

Students can earn up to six Cultural Credits by
participating in Values Day programs. The following
programs have each been approved for Cultural Credit
and have been noted throughout the program with the
Cultural Credit icon:

1. Opening Ceremony/Keynote

2. Workshop Block #1

3. Interactive Deliberate Dialogue
4. Workshop Block #2

5. Values through Film

6. Values through Voice

To receive Cultural Credit, students must complete the Cultural
Credit request form available via QR code and link in each session.
You MUST be present to receive the request form.
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Planning Values Day is a significant undertaking. The Values Day Planning
Committee wishes to thank the following offices for their tremendous
support in making the day successful:

- University Events & Conference Services

- University Marketing

« Cultural, Civic & Community Engagement

« Cross-Cultural Center

- Center for Dialogue and Civic Action

« WORLD: The David and Leighan Rinker Center for International Learning
- The School of Business Administration

- The School of Music

- The College of Arts and Sciences

- The College of Law

- The Office of the Provost

- The Office of the President

- Facilities Management

- Public Safety

- Brown Center for Faculty Innovation and Excellence
- Chartwells / Dining Services

« Web Services

« Student Development and Campus Vibrancy (SDCV)

Further, this day would not be successful without the many talented and
thoughtful members of our community who proposed workshops and
programs, which are often the engines of innovation that challenge us to
think about and act upon our values in new ways.

Finally, we owe a debt to our eighth president, Dr. H.
Douglas Lee, for both his vision of a university grounded
deeply in values, and his courage to turn those values into
action through initiatives across the university and our
surrounding communities. Indeed, that vision and courage
could be found, too, in Doug’s personal mission and
motto: the old Quaker saying, “Let your life speak”. May we
continue to honor his legacy by making Stetson a place
where learning and values meet.
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VALUES DAY

Shank you for joining us!
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