
September 6, 2017 

DACA and Stetson University

Although much of Florida and the university community are focused on the situation associated with the path of 
Hurricane Irma, I feel it necessary to bring some attention to recent announcements surrounding Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA. 

Stetson University is committed to supporting all of its students, and I was dismayed at the announcement to 
rescind DACA as of March 2018. However, the administration has given Congress six months to craft a 
replacement law, and given the rising tide of comments in support of DACA over the past several days, I am 
hopeful Congress will take action and move DACA into law. 

If you are not familiar with DACA, the program grants two-year stays for undocumented immigrants brought to 
the United States before their 16th birthday who have attended school or joined the military. It grants them work 
permits, and enrollees can renew their status after each two-year period. The Department of Homeland Security 
said in a statement today that it has started an “orderly wind down” of DACA.

• It will stop processing any new DACA applications as of today.
• Those currently enrolled in DACA will be able to continue until their permits expire.
• Those whose permits expire in the next six months, by March 5, 2018, will be able to apply for a two-year 

renewal. 

In March of this year, Stetson University was a signatory to a letter from nearly 600 colleges and universities and 
sent by the American Council on Education to President Trump and the Department of Homeland Security 
supporting the continuation of DACA. In light of the announcement, and even though most of us are busy with 
hurricane preparation, I want to reassure all members of our community that Stetson University’s position has not 
changed. 

Stetson University continues to require a lawfully executed subpoena, warrant or court order from law 
enforcement agencies to access any student information. Any Stetson University institutional grants and 
scholarships will remain in place, and the university will continue its policies of neither asking undergraduate 
students about immigration status, nor requiring documentation or verification for DACA. At the College of Law 
if a student does self-identify as a non-resident alien, they are asked to secure an appropriate visa prior to 
enrollment.

In the meantime, Stetson University College of Law distinguished alumnus Art Rios continues to make himself 
and his immigration law firm, Rios and Rios in St. Petersburg, Florida, available to members of the Stetson 
community in DeLand seeking a consultation or advice. 

Over the next few weeks and months please look for additional information, announcements, discussion and 
programming around DACA and the actions of both the White House and Congress as we seek to fully explore the 
circumstances and opportunities that may lie ahead. Updates to DACA will be provided through the Cross 
Cultural Center and Diversity programs in DeLand, and there are plans for further engagement during Values 
Day, Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2017. 

Sincerely,

Wendy B. Libby, Ph.D.
President 

http://www.acenet.edu/news-room/Pages/Letter-From-College-and-University-Presidents-to-President-Trump-About-Dreamers.aspx
http://www.acenet.edu/news-room/Pages/Letter-to-Secretary-of-Homeland-Security-John-Kelly-on-Maintaining-the-US-as-the-Destination-of-Choice-for-Students.aspx
http://www.stetson.edu/administration/campus-life/home/diversity.php
http://www.stetson.edu/other/values-day/



