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Stetson Student Government Association
Senate Meeting, 8/26/25 7:30 PM
Location: Stetson Room
MEETING AGENDA
I. Call To Order at 7:31 pm 
a. Shade is thrown for starting the meeting 1 minute late
II. Attendance By Vice President 
a. VP Asher regally reads the roster and marks who is present and not present. VP Asher calls Chair Mayorga “Director Mayorga” by mistake. All else goes smoothly.
b. Senate stands in applause following roll call.
III. Approval Of Minutes 
a. No minutes to be approved since this is the first meeting of the semester.
IV. Officer’s Reports
a. President – Joseph Ortiz
i. Joseph welcomes everyone to the 26-27 academic year. Applause.
ii. Everyone is excited.
iii. New senators will join later this semester.
iv. Appointments
1. President Pro Tempore
2. Elections Chair (Fall Elections)
a. Three Elections Committee Members, including the Chair
v. Universities Committees
vi. Introduction to New Senate Software
1. New software is introduced and context is provided. The software will allow us to have a smooth process for procedures of meetings including roll call, attendance, order for motion, speaking request, guest speaker timing, motion/legislation voting to streamline meetings. Seems interesting. Senate is nonplussed. Joseph is happy to see everyone.
b. Vice President – Asher Sochaczewski
i. Oath of Office 
1. This is done for everyone who has not done an oath of office at the Spring 2026 meeting yet. Senators Gabe and Aiden nervously walk forward. They appear to be afraid of Asher’s gavel.
2. They stand close to the table...
3. Asher looks for the oath of office in the constitution. Everyone waits on pins and needles for the next steps to take place.
4. .......
5. ......
6. ....
7. Waiting patiently....
8. ...
9. Asher: Repeat after me “I STATE YOUR NAME DO BY HEREBY SOLEMLY PROMISE TO SUPPORT AND MAINTAIN THE CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE STETSON STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION AND I PLEDGE MY BEST EFFORTS TO THE EFFECTIVE PERFORMANCE OF THE DUTIES OF THIS ASSOCIATION FOR WHICH I HAVE BEEN ELECTED.”
10. Asher Congratulates them and everyone applauds.
11. A photo is taken, but Gabe is not wearing the right polo and gets it put on for the photo in front of the piano. Photo captured by Riley, Director of Marketing.
ii. Senate Retreat
1. More information will be coming in the next few weeks regarding the dates and times and that good stuff.
iii. Engagement Points
1. Remember to submit 10 engagement points per semester to be in good standing.
iv. Senate Rules and Expectations 
1. This is our first meeting, but stating next week the laws below will be held strictly.
2. Wear SGA polos to meetings 
3. Arrive on time - any more than 15 minutes is absent.
4. Refrain from using electronic devices for non-SGA purposes, except in emergencies or for voting
a. Don't be on your phones watching Netflix
5. No AirPods during meetings 
a. No earbuds, airpods, or things in your ear.
6. Maintain professionalism and respect toward guest speakers and fellow senators



v. Global Citizenship Fair 
1. WHO IS AVAILABLE? Senators are permitted to look at their phones. Senator Andrew Procell appears to pull up Netflix to straetm the new Kevin Hart movie.
2. September 3, 2025
3. 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM
4. Palm Court Courtyard
5. Rain Location: Lee's Garage
6. Senators should wear SGA polos
7. Senators raised hands – it looks like Asher took note of which senators are there
c. Director Of Finance – Robbie Champa
1. Review of the 2026–2027 Operating Budget
2. This year’s operating budget needs to be approved
a. On the screen is an overview – voting in new business.
d. Director Of Marketing and Student Outreach – Riley Tarvin
i. Riley greets everyone and introduces self. Looking to get more involved with things on campus. There is a new marketing events sheet that is on screen. Senators should sign up for one event per month, take pictures at an event each month to document SGA presence around campus. 
e. Director Of Student Organization Relations – Candela Tourne
i. HatterChella Sign Up Sheet 
ii. Candela greets everyone. She wants to let everyone know that they need to sign up for HATTERCHELLA WOOOO. All senators should work one shift. When2meet is sent for committee to find a time to meet.
V. Committee Reports
a. Academic Affairs – Cesar Mayorga
i. Et Tu Brutus?
ii. Cesar looks to recruit members for the academic affairs committee and hopes to meet in person.
b. Campus Life – Kelly Ferrel
i. Kelly also pushes her committee for people to join.
c. Diversity, Equity, And Inclusion – Carlissa Gudiño
i. Carlissa also pushes her committee for people to join. Carli prefers to hold the meetings via Zoom.
VI. Guest Reports
a. People cheer because there is no guest report.
b. Riley speaks up and says that everyone should join her committee too.
VII. Old Business
VIII. New Business
a. Appointments
i. President Pro Tempore
1. Asher explains the role and then says you can nominate self and others can join too. Senator Miranda nominates self and other second. 
2. Director Champa nominates Arya, who declines and everyone giggles nervously.
3. With that nomination, there is no contest and senator miranda is once again President Pro Tempore.
ii. Elections Chair
1. Asher calls for Nominations. He explains that the chair will help manage the Fall elections for the vacant senator positions. 
2. Senator Procell asks about the university committees and VP Asher slams the door on the conversation.
3. Senator Mercado is nominated by Senator Miranda. Applause breaks out and chairs are thrown in celebration.
4. Senator Benion nominates Senator Procell who graciously accepts. 
5. Senator Gabe nominates Senator Rivera who nervously declines because she is new haha.
6. Order begins with the first nominations. Senator Mercado goes first and Senator Procell is kicked out of the room.
a. Senator Mercado is on the fly with her speech. She was on the electoral committee last semester under the tutelage of Senator Gudino; she feels like she has a good understanding of how it operates and she will do her best for us to have a good fall eleciton
b. Open questions
i. Senator Emery – what is your major? Vocal Performance with minor in business Law --> SPEAK YOUR VOICE TO GET THE BEST CANDIDATES
ii. Senator Benion – how can you balance your committments with this committee? Senator Mercado believes she can balance this and is very open to find the time to push the elections and hold meetings.
iii. Senator Gabe – something about free red bull for people who sign up. Secret society says tbd.
iv. Chair Gudino – is there anything you would like to do differently than last fall? Senator Mercado acknowledges the size of the smaller election. Priase is heaped on what a good job Carli did last year and would look to mimic that. A strong committee is key. Last fall there was not a lot of posters about Fall eelctions so Senator Mercado would hope to market the election more.
v. Senator Mercado is dismissed.
c. Senator Procell Enters the room to speak about his candidacy in 2 minutes or less. Senator Procell begins when he is ready. He thought of this while waiting. He praises Chair Gudino’s performance last semester and would model this after last semester’s election. Regulations about what requirements should be adhered to to ensure a fair election based on qualifications. We see that elections are based on populatrity in the past and we really did a good job last year about the town hall being accessible to everyone – a key feature was instagram live. Looking to have this again if there are lots of candidates for a single position. All of our colleges are made of a significant percentage so we have to represent them accordingly. When it comes to elections, student body should understnad who their are voting to. TIME ENDS PERFECTLY
i. No questions are asked. 
ii. Senators clap.
d. Discussion Begins at VP Asher’s behest.
i. Voice your opinions
ii. Senator Miranda – nominated Senator Mercado because she has been so consistent and involved since she has joined. As a past member of elections committee, she performed admirably. She is up for the job!
iii. Senator Gabe – personally he feels that Senator Mercado called him out and told him that he would be a great senator. If it weren’t for her, he wouldn’t be here and would not have run. Red bull was the icing on the cake to running. 
iv. Senator Gorillo – she believes they both were nominated for a reason and both would be amazing candidates. Senator Mercado would be great for the position. Very responsible for representing SGA. She has been nonstop and will give her all. 
v. Senator Emery – further positive words for Senator Mercado. She loves SGA and is willing to learn. She is definitely prepared and ready to give it her all. She’s everywhere. She tables, she is posted on everything. She does it so well. Motions to a period of voting SECONDED BY EVERYONE
vi. Asher explains how to vote
1. Senator Mercado – 9
2. Senator Procell – 2
vii. Asher says that Senator Mercado gets 9 votes and Senator Procell gets 2. 9 is the majority so this explains that we have a winner. Senator Mercado is announced as the winner. Senate golf claps.
e. Now we go to nominations for members of the Electoral Committee.
i. Senator Mercado wants everyone
ii. Chair Gudino – nominates Senator Procell (seconded by all), Procell Accepts
iii. Senator Grogan nominates self
iv. Senator Gabe nominates self.
v. If we do not have anymore nominations, we will begin with Senator Procell for a precise 2 minutes speech.
vi. Senator Procell Begins – his allergies are horrible. Senator Procell laid out his objects previously and will keep it short and sweet. Senator Procell thinks it would be a role that is a great fit for him because of his schedule, and would love to have fun and help with this. His major is political science and studies elections.
vii. VP Asher asks for Senator Grogan to come in.
viii. Senator Grogan is permitted to begin by VP Asher.
ix. Senator Grogan excited greets the audience. Grace. Would be a good member of the commitee because she loves being involved in the campus and believes she has the availability to help and work as a member of the committee rather than a chair role. Has a desire to be a member of the students story to recruit for elections. Election season is fun; very passionate for this. Acknowledges that she beat Senator Mercado in an election in the past lol. Hopes to push other students to have passion for SGA and hopes to create a competitive election. At this point she concludes. VP Seeks for questions
1. Senator Mercado – how much free time and availability do you have in a week? Usually 2 hours a day and definitely at night, fridays and weekends are very free. Not worried about fitting it into her schedule. She feels the commitment is worth it which is why she is hoping to step into the role.
2. Chair Gudino – is there anything you’d like to incorporate into the elections? Maybe we can do a workshop to teach students about campaigning to help students who are incoming how to run. Hope to have a competitive election. Awareness and posters up around campus. Hopes to see change and growth.
3. Asher asks to have Senator Gabe sent in. Applause.
x. Senator Gabe is recognized for only 2 minutes like the rest of candidates. Gabe introduces himself and he loves fair elections and taking the time to ensure each candidate is well qualified. Hopes to work with Senator Mercado to build excitement for SGA and that it’s done fairly. Very involved in understanding people; involved around campus. Prepared to learn new things. Has a visual impairment – student ambassador and FOCUS experiences have proven to go very well and is seeking to step into a new role for a future membership on the Electoral Committee.
1. Sen Mercado – what is your availability and are you free in the afternoon? Senator Gabe offers his availability explains he is free pretty frequently.
2. Chair Gudino – what ideas do you have for this election? Get the elections out, make people aware of the elections! Spread the word of SGA and elections. Seeking more instagram posts, more campus involvements, and hopes to incorporate that into spreading the news to teach people about SGA and helping them know that SGA exists in general.
3. VP Asher asks for more questions, but no one has any.
xi. Discussion on candidates begins.
1. Chair Gudino – has a lot to say! Election workshop is a cool idea. Difficult for a fall semester election because there is limited outreach, and loves the idea for the spring! 
2. Sen Mercado – likes the idea as well. Concern is who would be in charge of who oversees that with a smaller committee?
3. Sen Destiny Rivera – all candidates are great. Speaks praise for Senator Gabe. Has a strong bond with all of his students and would be great for the electoral committee. Great expereince seeing this firsthand.
4. Senator Emery – ummmmmmmm. Mostions to move for period of voting. Everyone says Aye and no one says Nay.
xii. Period of voting
1. Sen Procell – 8
2. Sen Grogan - 3
3. Sen Gabe - 8 
4. Point of Information – if you vote for one candidate you cannot vote again.
5. LOTS OF CONFUSION OMG AHHH
6. VOTING RESETS NOW
a. Jimmy saves the day and explains that you get one vote per round. Asher apologizes.
b. Sen Procell – 8
c. Sen Grogan – 1
d. Sen Gabe – 3
7. Sen Procell earns 1 seat
8. Round 2
a. Sen Grogan – 2
b. Sen Gabe – 10
c. Sen Gabe wins this round
9. Committee members are now Sen Procell and Sen Gabe. Asher miscounted and acknowledged his error apologizing profusely. 
xiii. Sen Procell and Sen Gabe are announced as members of the committee.

iii. University Committees
1. Dr Skomp (PROVOST) asked for committee members
2. Academic Advising
3. Technology Committee
4. UCAP
5. UGEC
6. Community Engaged Learning Committee
7. Times are TBD, seeking members who are interested.
8. Academic Advising Council – JOSEPH READS PURPOSE OF COMMITTEE
a. Interested members: Sen Procell nominates himself
b. Asher clarifies that there will be no speeches. External committees seeking interested members who will then be selected.
9. Technology Committee
a. Sen Grogan volunteers as tribute
b. Sen Procell acknolwedges that if you care about AI this is a good committee.
10. UCAP
a. Sen Benion volunteers 
11. UGEC
a. Senator Crus-Urbano volunteers
12. CELC
a. Senator Gordillo volunteers 
13. Joseph is transparent that there is an athletics committee but there was a specific request to have Director Riley Tarvin serve as this member because she is an athlete. Everyone laughs and said duh
14. ASHER SHUTS DOWN ALL SIDE CONVERSATION BANGS HIS GAVEL WITH FURY BEYOND MEASURE
15. Pandemonium calms
16. Open discussion transition
b. Budget is on screen
c. Sen Emery motions to approve the budget
i. All say aye, none say nay
ii. Asher’s opinion is the ayes have it.

IX. Open Discussion
a. Sen Miranda – HP Casino night tomorrow!
b. Sen Gabe – student ambassador apps are open now!!!!!
c. Pres Joseph – HATTERCHELLA FLYER WOOT
i. Asher fails to calm the chaos as the flyers pops up on screen
ii. Joseph explains the welcome back party
iii. Sponsors = persimmon 
iv. Whits and pepsi will also be there
v. Come support our event and community. Any questions?
vi. Sen Gabe wonders if everyone should. SOM senators have a retreat for another organization. Joseph understands and still pushes people to sign up for shifts and reminds about engagement points but also says its’ okay.
vii. Sen Procell – anyone who is available should 100% sign up. Super exciting woohoo. Great way to kick off the year. Go team
viii. Pres Joseph – acknowledges the amazing Greeks that will be present at the event.
ix. Sen Gordillo – FSL will be there – required to be there for sorority, and would like SGA pin to wear. YAY we have some.
x. Sen Gabe leaves.
xi. Director Candela – event was fully made by joseph and Candela helped with spreadsheet.
xii. VP Recognizes that he is VP
1. Sign up and give us your shirt size
d. Sen Paris – Top Hats fundraiser Aug 31 from 6-8p at Berryville and Sept 1 open Dance Class from 6-8pm
e. Sen Cruz-Urbano – Bonner program Bonner Fund is a 500$ limit where clubs, greek orgs, etc can apply and if you need extra funds then you can partner with us. Open and seek additional money through application. Not guaranteed. Sen Cruz-Urbano is on the committee to review
f. Sen Miranda – forgot to mention that Airwaves registration is open. Theme is TBD. Banner Competition. Hatter Howl Booths. Registration is open. Show up and Show OUT. Hope to have everyone there 😊 SGA Better participate.
g. Sen Grogan – moves to end open discussion
i. Seconded
ii. Voting – Ayes have it
iii. VP Asher’s opinion is that the Ayes do in fact have it.
X. Adjournment
a. Vote for adjournment
b. VP Asher’s opinion is that the ayes have it and the meeting is over
c. Picture is taken 
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