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A Note From Director of
Student Development and Campus Vibrancy
At Stetson University, we take the total student experience seriously. As the new Director
of Student Development and Campus Vibrancy (SDCV), I quickly recognized,
appreciated and embraced this fact. Each day our team focuses on executing strategies
that create opportunities that teach our students how to function within the world in a
good, kind and effective way. The Hatter education process does not halt at the
threshold of classroom doorways, but it transitions into diverse opportunities for
expanded growth and learning. Students are encouraged to connect and thrive through
involvement that allows our students to lead within a peer group, creatively express their
voice through one of our award-winning student publications, serve on a debate team,
or merely play a game of billiards. Our goal is to sustain their curiosity, perseverance,
authenticity and enthusiasm for learning holistically. When students take advantage of
this type of environment, they are propelled to succeed.
So, when you converse with your Hatter, listen for accounts that describe interactions
that sparked their curiosity, permitted them to express their creativity, challenged their
viewpoints or revealed a positive connection to another human. This type of dialogue
tells you that your student is maximizing their college experience and developing in ways
that will lead them to become the best version of themselves. And that is why you and
your student chose Stetson University. Because we care about the whole person, we
push our students to excel in the classroom and thrive outside of the classroom. As a
result, we, in partnership with you, equip them to transcend life’s complexities and
construct a complete and productive life.
- Bonisha Townsend-Porter
Director of Student Development and Campus Vibrancy

Getting Your Hatter Connected with Career and
Professional Development
The Office of Career & Professional Development is looking forward to your Stetson
student attending any of the following events:
Fall Internship and Career Expo
Friday, 10/25, 12-3pm, Rinker Field House, Hollis Center
Students can connect with more than 60 for-profit, nonprofit and government employers
offering internships and full-time opportunities. Even if students are still exploring, this is
an excellent way for undecided students to research careers and talk to individuals who
hire Stetson students.
Internship Showcase
Friday, 11/1, 2:30-4pm, DuPont-Ball Library, 1st Floor
Students discuss their summer internships with peers through a poster-presentation
format. Attending students find out about the breadth of internship opportunities
available through networking with former interns.
Virtual Internship and Career Expo
Wednesday, 11/6, 11am-1pm, Contact Career and Professional Development for
more information
Students can connect virtually with several employers offering internships and full-time
opportunities.
If you have questions, contact Tim Stiles, Executive Director, Career & Professional
Development, Stetson University, 386-822-7315, tstiles@stetson.edu. Parents and family
members are always welcome to contact us.

Homecoming Impacts Hatters New and Old
Hello, Hatter Families:
My name is Holly Brown, and I am a current senior at Stetson. While I have served in
many leadership roles on campus, one of my favorites has been the student
Homecoming Committee, in which I have served for the past three years. I love being
able to help bring alumni, current students and the DeLand community together for a
unified event celebrating our campus. Homecoming 2019, which is Nov. 8-10, is full of
activities for both current students, families and alumni to attend, including:
A music festival where students or student groups are the featured performers
Airwaves, a dance and lip-sync competition for organizations
Tailgating before the Homecoming football game and the announcement of the
Homecoming Royalty.
Greenfeather, a week-long event that helps raise money for a local charity

This weekend of events always reminds me of how much of a community Stetson is. As
a first-year student, I was surprised by how many alumni came back for Homecoming,
but I’ve realized it shows how much of an impact Stetson has on its students. As I reach
the completion of my undergraduate career, I reflect on why this campus impacts me,
and I’ve realized that Stetson gives us opportunities that make us grow. Whether it is
enjoying a Homecoming event, taking on a leadership role, working with faculty on my
senior research or just spending time with my friends, I’ve found that being engaged in
my campus community is what makes me proud to be a Hatter. These experiences are
what make me excited to visit Stetson in the future as an alumna. I could come back
next year, or in 10 years, and no matter what has changed on campus, I would still feel
at home.
So, encourage your Hatter to enjoy Homecoming and everything else Stetson has to
offer. These are the moments that make Stetson University special to us all!
Are you an alumna/alumnus or want to learn more about Homecoming? Visit the
Homecoming website to get the most up-to-date information!

Stetson Homecoming Website

Important Dates - Fall 2019
Last Day to Withdraw with W Grade - Oct. 23
Registration for Spring Semester Begins - Oct. 28
Homecoming - Nov. 8-10
Thanksgiving Holiday - Nov. 27-29
Make Up Day (Tuesday Classes) - Dec. 7
Make Up Day (Thursday Classes) - Dec. 9
Classes End - Dec. 9
Final Examinations - Dec. 10-13
Residence Halls Close at 12pm - Dec. 14
Final Grades Due - Dec. 18
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