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Forty-Eighth Model U.S. Senate, March 28–30, 2019 

 

Model U.S. Senate Handbook 
 

It has been the continued goal of the Model U.S. Senate to structure a program that will be 

educational, stimulating, and enjoyable.  With these goals in mind, it is expected that Model U.S. Senators 

will portray the voting record and personality of their respective Senators.  This handbook contains some 

of the basic guidelines and other aids to assist in these portrayals.  Please read it and consult it as the need 

arises.  Detailed Senate Procedure Manuals are also available on the U.S. Senate website as well as upon 

request with the Model U.S. Senate Parliamentarian. 

On behalf of the organizers of the Floyd M. Riddick Model United States Senate, we thank you for 

your interest and participation in this most unique learning experience.  We are confident that this will be 

a successful program in the spirit of the United States Senate. 

 

Committee Descriptions 
 

 Committee on Armed Services:   
 

The Committee on Armed Services handles legislation concerning and has jurisdiction over issues 

related to: Aeronautical and space activities peculiar to or primarily associated with the 

development of weapons systems or military operations; the common defense; the Department of 

Defense, the Department of the Army, the Department of the Navy, and the Department of the Air 

Force, generally; maintenance and operation of the Panama Canal, including administration, 

sanitation, and government of the Canal Zone; military research and development; national security 

aspects of nuclear energy; naval petroleum reserves, except those in Alaska; pay, promotion, 

retirement, and other benefits and privileges of members of the Armed Forces, including overseas 

education of civilian and military dependents; selective service system; and strategic and critical 

materials necessary for the common defense. 

 

The Committee also conducts comprehensive study and review of matters relating to the common 

defense policy of the United States. 

 

 Environment and Public Works: 

 

The Committee on Environment and Public Works handles legislation concerning and has 

jurisdiction over issues related to: Air pollution; Construction and maintenance of highways; 

Environmental aspects of Outer Continental Shelf lands; Environmental effects of toxic substances, 

other than pesticides; Environmental policy; Environmental research and development; Fisheries 

and wildlife; Flood control and improvements of rivers and harbors, including environmental 

aspects of deepwater ports; Noise pollution; Nonmilitary environmental regulation and control of 

nuclear energy; Ocean dumping; Public buildings and improved grounds of the United States 
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generally, including Federal buildings in the District of Columbia; Public works, bridges, and dams; 

Regional economic development; Solid waste disposal and recycling; Water pollution; Water 

resources. 

 

The Committee also studies and reviews, on a comprehensive basis, matters relating 

to environmental protection and resource utilization and conservation, and reports thereon from 

time to time. 

 

Foreign Relations:  
 

The committee on Foreign Relations handles legislation concerning and has jurisdiction over issues 

related to: Acquisition of land and buildings for embassies and legations in foreign countries; 

Boundaries of the United States; Diplomatic service; Foreign economic, military, technical, and 

humanitarian assistance; Foreign loans; International activities of the American National Red Cross 

and the International Committee of the Red Cross; International aspects of nuclear energy, 

including nuclear transfer policy; International conferences and congresses; International law as it 

relates to foreign policy; Intervention abroad and declarations of war; Measures to foster 

commercial intercourse with foreign nations and to safeguard American business interests abroad; 

National security and international aspects of trusteeships of the United States; Oceans and 

international environmental and scientific affairs as they relate to foreign policy; Protection of 

United States citizens abroad and expatriation; Relations of the United States with foreign nations 

generally; Treaties and executive agreements; United Nations and its affiliated organizations; 

World Bank group, the regional development banks, and other international organizations 

established primarily for development assistance purposes. 

 

The Committee also studies and reviews, on a comprehensive basis, matters relating to the national 

security policy, foreign policy, and international economic policy as it relates to foreign policy of 

the United States, and matters relating to food, hunger, and nutrition in foreign countries, and 

reports thereon from time to time. 

 

 Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions:  
 

The Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions handles legislation concerning and has 

jurisdiction over issues related to: Measures relating to education, labor, health, and public welfare; 

Aging; Agricultural colleges; Arts and humanities; Biomedical research and development; Child 

labor; Convict labor and the entry of goods made by convicts into interstate commerce; Domestic 

activities of the American National Red Cross; Equal employment opportunity; Individuals with 

disabilities; Labor standards and labor statistics; Mediation and arbitration of labor disputes; 

Occupational safety and health, including the welfare of miners; Private pension plans; Public 

health; Railway labor and retirement; Regulation of foreign laborers; Student loans; Wages and 

hours of labor.  

 

The Committee also studies and reviews, on a comprehensive basis, matters relating to health, 

education and training, and public welfare, and reports thereon from time to time. 

 

 Judiciary: 
 

The Committee on the Judiciary handles legislation concerning and has jurisdiction over issues 

related to: Bankruptcy, mutiny, espionage, and counterfeiting; Civil liberties; Constitutional 

amendments; Federal courts and judges; Government information; Holidays and celebrations; 

Immigration and naturalization; Interstate compacts generally; Judicial proceedings, civil and 
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criminal, generally; Local courts in the territories and possessions; Measures relating to claims 

against the United States; National penitentiaries; Patent Office; Patents, copyrights, and 

trademarks; Protection of trade and commerce against unlawful restraints and monopolies; 

Revision and codification of the statutes of the United States; State and territorial boundary lines. 

 

Committee Meeting Procedure 
 

1. The Chair of each committee has already been selected on the basis of role portrayal and experience 

in the F.M.R. Model U.S. Senate. 

2. In the absence of a Model U.S. Senator, the Chairman or the Ranking Minority Member may cast 

a “proxy vote” on behalf of that Senator. 

3. Bills should be read and ranked in order of priority, and that ranking should be followed for 

discussion. 

4. As bills are discussed, revised and amended, they must be reported out of committee either 

favorably or unfavorably.  An unfavorable report kills the bill, and it will not appear on the calendar.  

Bills, in the form they are to be introduced, are to be filed with the Clerk.  The majority and minority 

leaders and the Clerk will then place each bill on the agenda for the Senate session. 

5. The use of committee witnesses is an important facet of committee procedure.  Experts in various 

fields will testify on specific proposed legislation.  Question them carefully and completely, as they 

have been selected for their knowledge in the committee’s area. 

6. It is suggested that for efficiency and effectiveness the committee agree to use Senate Rules of 

Procedure throughout their meetings.  However, that decision is solely the Chair’s and the decision 

is final. 

 

Useful Definitions 
 

Act: Legislation that has passed both chambers of Congress in identical form, been signed into law by the 

President, or passed over his veto, thus becoming law. Technically, this term also refers to a bill that has 

been passed by one house and engrossed (prepared as an official copy). 

 

Adjourn: A motion to adjourn in the Committee or Senate ends that day's session. 

 

Adjournment Sine Die: The end of a legislative session "without day."  These adjournments are used to 

indicate the final adjournment of an annual or two-year session of a Congress. 

 

Adjournment to a Day and Time Certain: An adjournment of the Senate that fixes the day and time for 

its next session. 

 

Amendment: A proposal to alter the text of a pending bill or other measure by striking out some of it, by 

inserting new language, or both.  Before an amendment becomes part of the measure, the Senate must agree 

to it. 

 

Bill: The principal vehicle employed by lawmakers for introducing their proposals (enacting or repealing 

laws, for example) in the Senate.  They address either matters of general interest ("public bills") or narrow 

interest ("private bills"), such as immigration cases and individual claims against the Federal government. 

 

Caucus: From the Algonquian Indian language, a caucus means "to meet together." A caucus is an informal 

organization of Members of the House or the Senate, or both, that exists to discuss issues of mutual concern 

and possibly to perform legislative research and policy planning for its members.  
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Christmas Tree Bill: Informal nomenclature for a bill on the Senate floor that attracts many, often 

unrelated, floor amendments.  The amendments that adorn the bill may provide special benefits to various 

groups or interests. 

 

Cloture: The only procedure by which the Senate can vote to place a time limit on consideration of a bill 

or other matter, and thereby overcome a filibuster. Under the cloture rule (Rule XXII), the Senate may limit 

consideration of a pending matter to 30 additional hours, but only by vote of three-fifths of the full Senate, 

normally 60 votes. 

 

Companion Bill or Measure: Similar or identical legislation that is introduced in the Senate and House.  

House and Senate lawmakers who share similar views on legislation may introduce a companion bill in 

their respective chambers to promote simultaneous consideration of the measure. 

 

Consideration: To "call up" or "lay down" a bill or other measure on the Senate floor is to place it before 

the full Senate for consideration, including debate, amendment, and voting.  Measures normally come 

before the Senate for consideration by the Majority Leader requesting unanimous consent that the Senate 

take it up 

Filibuster: Informal term for any attempt to block or delay Senate action on a bill or other matter by 

debating it at length, by offering numerous procedural motions, or by any other delaying or obstructive 

actions. 

 

Floor Amendment: An amendment offered by an individual Senator from the floor during consideration 

of a bill or other measure, in contrast to a committee amendment. 

 

Germane: On the subject of the pending bill or other business; a strict standard of relevance. 

 

Motion to Proceed to Consider: A motion, usually offered by the Majority Leader to bring a bill or other 

measure up for consideration.  This is the usual way of bringing a measure to the floor when unanimous 

consent cannot be obtained.  For legislative business, the motion is debatable under most circumstances, 

and therefore may be subject to filibuster. 

 

Point of Order: A claim made by a Senator from the floor that a rule of the Senate is being violated.  If the 

Chair sustains the point of order, the action in violation of the rule is not permitted. 

 

President Pro Tempore: A constitutionally recognized officer of the Senate who presides over the 

chamber in the absence of the Vice President.  The President Pro Tempore (or, "president for a time") is 

elected by the Senate and is, by custom, the Senator of the majority party with the longest record of 

continuous service. 

 

Quorum: The number of Senators that must be present for the Senate to do business.  The Constitution 

requires a majority of Senators (51) for a quorum.  Often, fewer Senators are actually present on the floor, 

but the Senate presumes that a quorum is present unless the contrary is shown by a roll call vote or quorum 

call. 

 

Recess: A temporary interruption of the Senate's or Committee’s business.  Generally, the Senate recesses 

(rather than adjourns) at the end of each calendar day. 

 

Rider: Informal term for a non-germane amendment to a bill or an amendment to an appropriation bill that 

changes the permanent law governing a program funded by the bill. 
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Table, Motion to: A Senator may move to table any pending question. The motion is not debatable, and 

agreement to the motion is equivalent to defeating the question tabled. The motion is used to dispose quickly 

of questions the Senate does not wish to consider further. 

 

Unanimous Consent: A Senator may request unanimous consent on the floor to set aside a specified rule 

of procedure so as to expedite proceedings.  If no Senator objects, the Senate permits the action; however, 

if any one Senator objects, the request is rejected. Unanimous consent requests with only immediate effects 

are routinely granted, but ones affecting the floor schedule, the conditions of considering a bill or other 

business, or the rights of other Senators, are normally not offered, or a floor leader will object to it, until all 

Senators concerned have had an opportunity to inform the leaders that they find it acceptable. 

 

Unanimous Consent Agreement: A unanimous consent request setting terms for the consideration of a 

specified bill or other measure.  These agreements are usually proposed by the Majority Leader or floor 

manager of the measure, and reflect negotiations among Senators interested in the measure.  Many are "time 

agreements," which limit the time available for debate and specify who will control that time.  Many also 

permit only a list of specified amendments, or require amendments to be to the measure.  A unanimous 

consent agreement may also contain other provisions, such as empowering the Majority Leader to call up 

the measure at will or specifying when consideration will begin or end. 

 

Vice President: Under the Constitution, the Vice President serves as President of the Senate.  The Vice 

President may vote in the Senate in the case of a tie, but is not required to.  The President Pro Tempore (and 

others designated by him) usually perform these duties during the Vice President's frequent absences from 

the Senate. 

 

Yield: When a Senator who has been recognized to speak "yields" to another, he or she permits the other 

to speak while the first Senator retains the floor.  Technically, a Senator may yield to another only for a 

question. 

 

Yield the Floor: A Senator who has been recognized to speak yields the floor when he or she completes 

his or her remarks and terminates his or her recognition. 

 

Standard Rules of the Model U.S. Senate 
 

The following oath of affirmation required by the Constitution and prescribed by law shall be taken and 

subscribed to by each Senator in open Senate before entering upon his duties. 

“I,_____, do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States 

against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that 

I will take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I 

will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter; so help me 

God.” 

 

A quorum shall consist of a majority of the Senators duly chosen and sworn in.  If, at any time during the 

daily sessions, a question shall be raised by any Senator as to the presence of a quorum, the Presiding 

Officer shall direct the Secretary to call the roll and shall announce the result, and these proceedings shall 

be without debate. 

 

The Presiding Officer having taken the chair, and a quorum being present, the Journal of the preceding day 

shall be read and any errors corrected.  The proceedings of the Senate shall be briefly and accurately stated 

in the Journal, including messages from the President, titles of bills and resolutions, every vote, and a brief 

statement of the contents of each petition, memorial or paper presented to the Senate. 
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A question of order may be raised at any stage if no Senator has the floor, Senate not divided. Unless 

submitted to the Senate, the Presiding Officer shall decide all such questions without debate, subject to an 

appeal to the Senate.  The Presiding Officer may submit any question of order for the decision of the Senate.  

An affirmative majority vote is required for passage. 

 

The Presiding Officer shall enforce order whenever demonstration or confusion in the chamber or gallery 

calls for it. He may do so on his own initiative, without any point of order being made by a Senator. 

 

Cloture may be invoked upon any measure or matter by the presentation to the Clerk of the Senate of a 

motion with the signatures of 16 Senators.  After a valid cloture petition has been filed, it must lay on the 

table for 15 minutes, after which the clerk will call the roll for a vote.  An affirmative vote of 3/5 (60) of 

those Senators chosen and sworn is required for passage.  If cloture has been agreed to, ten (10) minutes of 

debate time on the pending matter remain.  All Senators who have not spoken on the question will be 

permitted one minute for debate. 

 

To be recognized to speak, a Senator should stand and say "Mr. President."  The chair will recognize the 

first senator to seek recognition, with the understanding that the Majority Leader will always be recognized 

first.  No Senator shall interrupt another Senator without his/her consent.  

Senator A: "Mr. President, will the Senator yield?" 

Chair: "Will the Senator yield?" 

Senator B: "Yes." 

Senator A then proceeds to speak if the Senator speaking yields. If Senator B refuses to yield with an answer 

of "no," Senator A must return to his seat. 

A Senator may avoid interruptions by telling the Presiding Officer that he/she will yield to questions after 

he/she is finished speaking. 

 

Except for the Majority and Minority Leaders, no Senator shall speak twice upon any new question in 

debate on the same day, except by permission of the Senate that shall be determined by a vote without 

debate. 

 

All motions or resolutions may be withdrawn or modified by the mover at any time before the decision, 

amendment, or ordering of the yeas and nays. This does not apply to a motion to reconsider, which shall 

not be withdrawn without leave. 

 

No Senator shall refer offensively to any State of the Union. 

 

No Senator in debate shall, directly or indirectly, speak of another Senator or his conduct in a manner 

unworthy or unbecoming a Senator. 

 

Any Senator who, in the opinion of the Presiding Officer, transgresses the rules of the Senate, shall be 

called to order by a motion of the Chair or another Senator. Any Senator called to order may appeal the 

ruling of the Chair, which shall be open to debate. 

 

Awards 
 

In order to judge the effectiveness and authenticity of your role portrayal in this simulation of the United 

States Senate, Stetson University has appointed a number of judges that will observe committee hearings 

and some of the Senate sessions.  These judges will be asked to make recommendations for the awards 

listed below, and those selected will be recognized at the Awards Banquet on Saturday. 
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Outstanding Senator Award: Will be given to five Model U.S. Senators who (1) organize and speak in a 

rational, well-informed manner, (2) gain the respect of fellow Senators, (3) understand the correct 

procedures for passing legislation, (4) are able, to some extent, to influence others’ opinions, and (5) 

maintain close uniformity with regards to the political and policy outlook of the portrayed Senator. This 

award will require a great deal of preparation and often a bit of acting. 

 

Most Effective Committee: Judged on the basis of the manner in which the committee conducts itself in 

discussing bills; also the quality of legislation reported out of the committee and the effective use of 

witnesses and their testimony. 

 

Best Committee Chair: Judged on the skill with which he or she guides discussion and keeps order. Chairs 

should see to it that everyone has a chance to speak and that the witnesses are effectively used. 
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Basic Model U.S. Senate Parliamentary Procedure 

 

  

Motion 

(by order of 

precedence) 

 

You Say: Interruptible? Debatable? Amendable?  
Vote  

Required: 

Adjourn 
“I move that we 

adjourn.” 
No No No Majority 

Recess 
“I move to recess 

until” 
No Sometimes Yes Majority 

Personal Privilege “Point of Privilege” Yes No No Chair 

Procedural Question/ 

Object to Improper 

Procedure 

“Point of Order” 

Yes No No Chair 

Lay on the table 

“I move that this 

matter be laid on the 

table” 

No No No Majority 

Postpone to  

a certain time 

“I move that this 

matter be postponed 

until” 

No Yes Yes Majority 

Refer to committee 

“I move that we refer 

this to the Committee 

on” 

No Yes Yes Majority 

Offer an Amendment 
“I have an amendment 

at the desk” 
No If motion is Yes Majority 

Postpone Indefinitely 

“I move that we 

postpone this question 

indefinitely” 

No Yes No Majority 

Motion “I move that” No Yes Yes Majority 

Reconsider 
“I move that we 

reconsider…” 
Yes If motion is No Majority 

Withdraw  

a motion 

“I request permission 

to withdraw my 

motion” 

No No No Chair 
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Notes: 

1. There are no such things as “friendly amendments.”  Any amendment to a motion must be offered 

as a motion to amend. 

2. The motion to refer to a committee can be amended regarding which committee and notes to the 

committee. 

3. The motion to lay on the table is only in order of there is other urgent business.  Instead use move 

to postpone either indefinitely to until a certain time, or refer to a committee. 

4. Typically a call for division is simply granted.  If there is an objection, the majority decides. 

5. Reconsideration may only be moved by someone who voted with the prevailing side, and is 

debatable if the original motion was debatable. 

6. Usually, the maker of a motion may withdraw it by unanimous consent, but if there is an objection, 

there must be a vote. 

 

Time Schedule: 

 In the Senate there is typically no motion to “call the question” or “motion to vote.” 

 

 Instead, the majority and minority leaders typically agree upon a set amount of time for each side 

and then will delegate that time to senators to give speeches.   

 

 Once all time has expired or if both sides yield the floor to the Chair, the question is automatically 

called and voting commences. 

 

Senate Cloture Rules: 

 A cloture motion is a motion to bring debate quickly to an end. 

 The procedure for invoking cloture, or ending a filibuster, is as follows: 

1. A minimum of sixteen senators must sign a cloture petition (available from the Clerk) and 

present it to the Clerk. 

2. After a valid cloture petition has been filed, it must lay over for 15 minutes, after which 

the Clerk will read the cloture petition and call the roll for a vote on cloture. 

3. An affirmative vote of 3/5 (60) of those Senators chosen and sworn is required for passage. 

4. If cloture has been agreed to, ten (10) minutes of debate time on the pending matter will 

remain.  All Senators who have not spoken on the question will be permitted one minute 

each for debate. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filibuster_%28legislative_tactic%29
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Schedule of Events, Forty-Eighth Model U.S. Senate 
 

Thursday, 28 March 2019 

9:00 - 12:00 Registration: Hollis Center    

11:15 - 11:45 Leadership Meeting (Majority/Minority Leaders and Whips with President and 

Parliamentarian) 

12:00 - 12:30 Executive Meeting (Leadership, Committee Chairs, Ranking Members with President and 

Parliamentarian)  

12:30 - 1:30 Welcome and Orientation: Hollis Center 

1:30 - 2:15 Party Caucuses 

 Republicans 

 Democrats 

2:15 - 4:00 Oath of Office and Opening Senate Session: Hollis Center 

4:00 - 6:00 Committee Markup 

 Armed Services  

 Environment and Public Works 

 Foreign Relations 

 Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 Judiciary 

 

Friday, 29 March 2019 

9:00 - 9:30 Breakfast  

9:30 – 11:30 Committee Markup 

11:30 – 12:30 Lunch (on your own) 

12:30 – 1               Party Caucuses 

1:00 -  4:00 Senate Session 

4:00 – 6:00 Committee Markup 

 

 

Saturday, 30 March 2019 

9:00 - 9:30 Breakfast 

9:30 - 11:30 Guest Speaker 

11:30 - 12:30      Lunch 

12:30 – 2:00 Committee Markup  

2:00 - 2:30 Party Caucuses 

2:30 - 5:00 Senate Session 

5:15 Photos  

6:00 Dinner and Awards Banquet  
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  Committee on Armed Services 
 

  
Chairman: 

James Inhofe 

 Richard Shelby 

 Susan Collins 

 Roger Wicker 

 Roy Blunt 

 Rob Portman 

 Deb Fischer 

 Tom Cotton 

 Thom Tillis 

 Martha McSally 

 Mike Braun 

 Rick Scott 

 Marsha Blackburn 

 

 

Jack Reed, Ranking Member 

Jon Tester 

Kirsten Gillibrand 

Richard Blumenthal 

Joe Manchin 

Martin Heinrich 

Angus King 

Tim Kaine 

Gary Peters 

Jeanne Shaheen 

Tammy Duckworth 

 

 



 13 

 

Legislation Summaries 

Committee on Armed Services 
 

Republicans:  

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

15 Inhofe S. 2622 

To require directors of medical facilities of the Department of 

Veterans Affairs to submit plans to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

on how to improve such facilities, and for other purposes. 

17 Shelby S. 2780 
To improve the missile defense capabilities of the United States, and 

for other purposes. 

19 Collins S. 2636 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to ensure that women 

members of the Armed Forces and their families have access to the 

contraception they need in order to promote the health and readiness 

of all members of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 

22 Wicker S. 2088 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to provide for the issuance of the Gold Star Installation 

Access Card to the surviving spouse, dependent children, and other next of kin of a member of 

the Armed Forces who dies while serving on certain active or reserve duty, to ensure that a 

remarried surviving spouse with dependent children of the deceased member remains eligible 

for installation benefits to which the surviving spouse was previously eligible, and for other 

purposes. 

24 Blunt S. 1154 

To amend title 37, United States Code, to provide for the housing 

treatment of members of the Armed Forces and their spouses and 

dependents undergoing a permanent change of station in the United 

States, and for other purposes 

26 Portman S. 1196 
To expand the capacity and capability of the ballistic missile defense 

system of the United States, and for other purposes. 

29 Fischer S. 1014 

To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to make grants to eligible 

organizations to provide service dogs to veterans with severe post-

traumatic stress disorder, and for other purposes. 

33 Cotton S. 1434 
To enhance the military childcare programs and activities of the 

Department of Defense, and for other purposes. 

36 Tillis S. 1800 

To require a report on significant security risks of the national 

electric grid and the potential effect of such security risks on the 

readiness of the Armed Forces. 

 

38 McSally S. 146 

To strengthen accountability for deployment of border security 

technology at the Department of Homeland Security, and for other 

purposes. 

39 Braun S. 2094 

To require the prompt reporting for national instant criminal 

background check system purposes of members of the Armed Forces 

convicted of domestic violence offenses under the Uniform Code of 

Military Justice, and for other purposes. 
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Scott S. 3799 

To authorize the programs of the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration, and for other purposes. 

44 Blackburn S. 3304 
To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to improve the Veterans 

Crisis Line. 

 

Legislation Summaries 

Committee on Armed Services 
 

Democrats: 

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

45 Reed S. 2766 

To require congressional notification related to current and future 

planning and construction of federally funded military construction 

projects located within 100-year floodplains. 

46 Tester S. 957 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to ensure that women 

members of the Armed Forces and their families have access to the 

contraception they need in order to promote the health and 

readiness of all members of the Armed Forces, and for other 

purposes. 

47 Gillibrand S. 1821 
To provide for the retention and service of transgender members of 

the Armed Forces.  

48 Manchin S. 926 

To authorize the Global War on Terror Memorial Foundation to 

establish the National Global War on Terrorism Memorial as a 

commemorative work in the District of Columbia, and for other 

purposes. 

50 Heinrich S. 2094 

To require the prompt reporting for national instant criminal 

background check system purposes of members of the Armed 

Forces convicted of domestic violence offenses under the Uniform 

Code of Military Justice, and for other purposes. 

52 King S. 1196 
To expand the capacity and capability of the ballistic missile 

defense system of the United States, and for other purposes. 

55 Kaine S. 2379 

To improve and expand authorities, programs, services, and 

benefits for military spouses and military families, and for other 

purposes.  

58 Peters S. 2129 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to establish a punitive 

article in the Uniform Code of Military Justice on domestic 

violence, and for other purposes. 

 

59 Shaheen S. 957 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to ensure that women 

members of the Armed Forces and their families have access to the 

contraception they need in order to promote the health and 

readiness of all members of the Armed Forces, and for other 

purposes. 

62 Duckworth S. 116 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to permit veterans who 

have a service-connected, permanent disability rated as total to 

travel on military aircraft in the same manner and to the same 

extent as retired members of the Armed Forces entitled to such 

travel. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 2622 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Inhofe (for himself, Mrs. Shaheen, and Mr. Lankford) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 

and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 
To require directors of medical facilities of the Department of Veterans Affairs to submit plans to the 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs on how to improve such facilities, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. PLANS TO IMPROVE MEDICAL FACILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

VETERANS AFFAIRS. 
(a) Plans Required.— 

(1) PLANS OF DIRECTORS OF MEDICAL FACILITIES.—The Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs shall require each director of a medical facility of the Department of Veterans Affairs to 

submit to the director of the facility's Veterans Integrated Service Network, not later than 90 

days after the date of the enactment of this Act, a plan to improve such facility in such a fashion 

as would result in the facility obtaining a Department five-star rating. 

(2) PLANS OF DIRECTORS OF VETERANS INTEGRATED SERVICE 

NETWORKS.—The Secretary shall require each director of a Veterans Integrated Service 

Network to submit to the Secretary, not later than 60 days after receiving all of the plans under 

paragraph (1), a plan, based on the plans received under paragraph (1), to improve the facilities 

within the Veterans Integrated Service Network in such a fashion that would improve the rating 

of all facilities within the network. 

(3) CONTENTS.—The Secretary shall ensure that each plan submitted under this 

subsection includes sufficient detail regarding resources, personnel changes, hiring authorities, 

additional staffing, and changes to information systems as is necessary to obtain the rating 

described in paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(b) Annual Reports .—The Secretary shall ensure that, in the first fiscal year beginning 

after the date that is 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act and not less frequently 

than once each fiscal year thereafter, each director of a Veterans Integrated Service Network in 

which a medical facility of the Department has a one-, two-, or three-star rating submits to the 

Secretary a report on the actions taken by the director to carry out the plan submitted by the 

director under subsection (a)(2) and to obtain for the facility the rating described in such 

subsection. 

(c) Sense Of Congress On Use Of Authorities To Investigate Medical Centers 

Of The Department Of Veterans Affairs .—It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary 
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of Veterans Affairs should make full use of the authorities provided by section 2 of the 

Enhancing Veteran Care Act (Public Law 115–95). 

 

  

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-115publ95/pdf/PLAW-115publ95.pdf
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

 

S.2780 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Shelby (for himself, Mr. Schatz, Mr. Peters, Mr. Cruz, and Mr. Cotton) introduced the following bill; 

which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To improve the missile defense capabilities of the United States, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE ON ACCELERATION OF MISSILE DEFENSE 

CAPABILITIES. 
(a) Findings.—Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) During the past six years, under the regime of Kim Jong-un, North Korea has conducted 

approximately 100 ballistic missile tests and four nuclear tests. 

(2) Over the last few years, North Korea has made deliberate and rapid progress in 

developing their medium-range ballistic missiles (MRBMs), intermediate-range ballistic missiles 

(IRBM), submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBM), and intercontinental ballistic missiles 

(ICBM), including the first-ever launches of two different intercontinental-range ballistic 

missiles (ICBM) and six launches of an intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM). 

(3) As the only country to test nuclear weapons in the 21st century, last year North Korea 

detonated its sixth and largest nuclear device, estimated at over 140 kilotons in yield, and has 

threatened to conduct an air burst of a nuclear warhead mated to one of its long-range ballistic 

missiles. 

(4) A report from Johns Hopkins University, published in 2015, and entitled “North Korea’s 

Nuclear Futures: Technology and Strategy”, concluded that, by 2020, North Korea could have as 

many as 100 nuclear weapons. 

(5) The United States currently has 44 operational ground-based interceptors distributed 

between Fort Greely, Alaska, and Vandenberg Air Force Base, California. 

(6) Section 1686 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (Public 

Law 115–91) authorizes up 28 additional ground-based interceptors (GBIs) and begins the 

deployment of 20 additional ground-based interceptors to Fort Greely. 

(7) In September 2017, Congress approved a Department of Defense reprogramming of 

fiscal year 2017 funding of more than $400,000,000 to counter the North Korean missile threat. 

(8) In November 2017, the President submitted an amendment to his fiscal year 2018 

budget request, which Congress subsequently approved, for $4,000,000,000 for missile defeat 

and defense, including funding to begin the construction of a new missile field at Fort Greely, 

Alaska, and additional procurement funding necessary for 20 new ground-based interceptors to 

be fully deployed by 2023. 

(9) The President’s budget proposal for fiscal year 2019 includes $9,900,000,000 for the 

Missile Defense Agency and $3,000,000,000 for air and missile defense activities in the military 

departments. 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-115publ91/pdf/PLAW-115publ91.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-115publ91/pdf/PLAW-115publ91.pdf
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(10) The 2018 National Defense Strategy states that in order to “deliver performance at the 

speed of relevance … [W]e must not accept cumbersome approval chains, wasteful applications 

of resources in uncompetitive space, or overly risk-averse thinking that impedes change.”. 

(b) Sense Of The Senate.—It is the sense of the Senate that the Missile Defense Agency 

should— 

(1) accelerate the fielding, if technically feasible, of the planned additional 20 ground-based 

interceptors with Redesigned Kill Vehicles (RKV) at Missile Field 4 at Fort Greely, Alaska, and 

to mate the Redesigned Kill Vehicles with the newest booster technology; 

(2) weigh the rapid growth in missile and nuclear threats against the cost and risk of 

accelerating the Redesigned Kill Vehicle and the Multi-Object Kill Vehicle development and 

deployment; 

(3) ensure, prior to its operational deployment, that the Redesigned Kill Vehicle has 

demonstrated the ability to accomplish its intended mission through a successful, operationally 

realistic flight test; 

(4) rapidly develop and deploy a persistent, space-based sensor architecture to ensure our 

missile defenses are more effective against ballistic missile threats and more responsive to new 

and emergent threats from hypersonic and cruise missiles; 

(5) pursue innovative concepts for existing technologies, such as a missile defense role for 

the F–35 aircraft; and 

(6) invest in advanced technologies, such as boost-phase warning, tracking, and intercept. 

(c) Report.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Director of the Missile Defense Agency shall submit to the congressional defense committees a 

report on ways the Missile Defense Agency can accelerate the construction of Missile Field 4 at 

Fort Greely, Alaska, as well as the deployment of 20 ground-based interceptors with Redesigned 

Kill Vehicles (RKV) at such missile field, by at least one year. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required by paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) A threat-based description of the benefits and risks of accelerating the construction and 

deployment referred to in paragraph (1). 

(B) A description of the technical and acquisition risks and potential effects on the 

reliability of the Redesigned Kill Vehicle if deployment is accelerated as described in paragraph 

(1). 

(C) A description of the cost implications of accelerating the construction and deployment 

referred to in paragraph (1). 

(D) A description of the effect such acceleration would have on the Redesigned Kill Vehicle 

flight test schedule and the overall Integrated Master Test Plan. 

(E) A description of the effect that the acceleration described in paragraph (1) would have 

on re-tipping currently deployed exoatmospheric kill vehicles with the Redesigned Kill Vehicle. 

(F) A description of how such acceleration would align with the deployment of the long 

range discrimination radar and the homeland defense radar-Hawaii. 

(G) A cost-benefit analysis and a feasibility assessment for construction of a fifth missile 

field at Fort Greely, Alaska. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 358 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mrs. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. REID, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.COONS, 

Mr. SANDERS, Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. WARREN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. CANTWELL, 

Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. TESTER, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. FRANKEN, and Mr. SCHATZ) introduced the 

following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to ensure that women members of the Armed Forces and their 

families have access to the contraception they need in order to promote the health and readiness 

of all members of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Access to Contraception for Women Servicemembers and 

Dependents Act of 2015”. 

 (c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 1077(a)(13) of such title is amended by 

striking “section 1074d(b)” and inserting “section 1074d(d)”. 

SEC. 2 . ACCESS TO BROAD RANGE OF METHODS OF CONTRACEPTION APPROVED 

BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 

FORCES AND MILITARY DEPENDENTS AT MILITARY TREATMENT 

FACILITIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Commencing not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of 

this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall ensure that every military treatment facility has a 

sufficient stock of a broad range of methods of contraception approved by the Food and Drug 

Administration, as recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 

Office of Population Affairs of the Department of Health and Human Services, to be able to 

dispense at any time any such method of contraception to any women members of the Armed 

Forces and female covered beneficiaries who receive care through such facility. 

(b) COVERED BENEFICIARY DEFINED .—In this section, the term “covered beneficiary” 

has the meaning given that term in section 1072(5) of title 10, United States Code. 

SEC. 3. COMPREHENSIVE STANDARDS AND ACCESS TO CONTRACEPTION 

COUNSELING FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES. 
(a) PURPOSE .—The purpose of this section is to ensure that all health care providers 

employed by the Department of Defense who provide care for members of the Armed Forces, 

including general practitioners, are provided, through clinical practice guidelines, the most 

current evidence-based and evidence-informed standards of care with respect to methods of 

contraception and counseling on methods of contraception. 

(b) CLINICAL PRACTICE GUIDELINES .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary of Defense shall compile clinical practice guidelines for health care providers 

described in subsection (a) on standards of care with respect to methods of contraception and 

counseling on methods of contraception for members of the Armed Forces. 
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 (c) CLINICAL DECISION SUPPORT TOOLS .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary shall, in order to assist health care providers described in subsection (a), develop and 

implement clinical decision support tools that reflect, through the clinical practice guidelines 

compiled pursuant to subsection (b), the most current evidence-based and evidence-informed 

standards of care with respect to methods of contraception and counseling on methods of 

contraception. 

(2) UPDATES.—The Secretary shall from time to time update the clinical decision support 

tools developed under this subsection to incorporate into such tools new or updated guidelines on 

methods of contraception and counseling on methods of contraception. 

(3) DISSEMINATION.—Clinical decision support tools, and any updates to such tools, 

shall be disseminated under this subsection in accordance with administrative protocols 

developed by the Secretary for that purpose. Such protocols shall be similar to the administrative 

protocols developed under subsection (b)(4)(C). 

(d) ACCESS TO CONTRACEPTION COUNSELING .—As soon as practicable after the date 

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall ensure that women members of the Armed 

Forces have access to comprehensive counseling on the full range of methods of contraception 

provided by health care providers described in subsection (a) during health care visits, including, 

but not limited to, visits as follows: 

 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary shall integrate into the Department of Defense surveys specified in paragraph (2) 

questions designed to obtain information on the experiences of women members of the Armed 

Forces— 

(A) in accessing family planning services and counseling; 

(B) in using family planning methods, which method was preferred, and whether 

deployment conditions affected the decision on which family planning method or methods to be 

used; and 

(C) if pregnant, whether the pregnancy was intended. 

(2) COVERED SURVEYS.—The surveys into which questions shall be integrated as 

described in paragraph (1) are the following: 

(A) The Health Related Behavior Survey of Active Duty Military Personnel. 

(B) The Health Care Survey of Department of Defense Beneficiaries. 

SEC. 4. EDUCATION ON FAMILY PLANNING FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 

FORCES. 
(a) EDUCATION PROGRAMS .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary of Defense shall establish a uniform standard curriculum that will be used in education 

programs on family planning for all members of the Armed Forces, including both men and 

women members. 

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that the education programs 

should use the latest technology available to efficiently and effectively deliver information to 

members of the Armed Forces. 

(b) ELEMENTS .—The uniform standard curriculum under subsection (a) shall include the 

following: 

(1) Information for members of the Armed Forces on active duty to make informed 

decisions regarding family planning. 

(2) Information about the prevention of unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted 

infections, including human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). 
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(3) Information on the importance of providing comprehensive family planning for 

members of the Armed Forces, and their commanding officers, and on the positive impact family 

planning can have on the health and readiness of the Armed Forces. 

(4) Current, medically accurate information. 

SEC. 5. PREGNANCY PREVENTION ASSISTANCE AT MILITARY TREATMENT 

FACILITIES FOR WOMEN WHO ARE SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. 
(a) PURPOSE .—The purpose of this section is to provide in statute, and to enhance, existing 

regulations that require health care providers at military treatment facilities to consult with 

survivors of sexual assault once clinically stable regarding options for emergency contraception 

and any necessary follow-up care, including the provision of the emergency contraception. 

(b) IN GENERAL .—The assistance specified in subsection (c) shall be provided at every 

military treatment facility to the following: 

(1) Any woman who presents at a military treatment facility and states to personnel of the 

facility that she is a victim of sexual assault or is accompanied by another individual who states 

that the woman is a victim of sexual assault. 

(2) Any woman who presents at a military treatment facility and is reasonably believed by 

personnel of such facility to be a survivor of sexual assault. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 2088 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Wicker  introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to provide for the issuance of the Gold Star Installation Access 

Card to the surviving spouse, dependent children, and other next of kin of a member of the 

Armed Forces who dies while serving on certain active or reserve duty, to ensure that a 

remarried surviving spouse with dependent children of the deceased member remains eligible for 

installation benefits to which the surviving spouse was previously eligible, and for other 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) Since World War I, the gold star symbol has been used by American families to honor 

members of the Armed Forces who have given their lives in service to the Nation. 

(2) Surviving families of deceased members of the Armed Forces confront many 

challenges, often made worse by policies that fail to compassionately honor the memory of their 

loved one’s service and sacrifice to the Nation. 

(3) There is an obligation to ensure that the Gold Star family connections to the military 

community remain an eternal bond providing strength and comfort to surviving family members 

and to those still serving. 

(4) Individual military services have recognized the need to provide installation access to 

Gold Star families to attend memorial events, visit gravesites, and access other benefits for which 

family members are eligible and entitled. 

(5) Surviving families of deceased members of the Armed Forces relocate to other parts of 

the country, often far away from the service installation where their loved one last served. 

(6) Current Department of Defense policy rescinds on-base benefits to surviving spouses of 

deceased service members who remarry, even when dependent children under the guardianship 

of the surviving spouse remain eligible for benefits, effectively rendering these benefits 

inaccessible by the children of the deceased member. 

SEC. 2. ISSUANCE OF GOLD STAR INSTALLATION ACCESS CARDS. 
(a) Issuance And Conditions On Use .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 57 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by inserting 

after section 1126 the following new section: 

“§ 1126a. Gold Star Installation Access Card: issuance and protections 
“(a) Issuance To Gold Star Surviving Spouse And Dependent Children Of 

Deceased Member Required .—The Secretary concerned shall provide for the issuance of a 

standardized Gold Star Installation Access Card to the widow and dependent children of a 

deceased member of the armed forces described in section 1126(a) of this title to facilitate their 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title10-chapter57-front&num=0&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=10&section=1126
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ability to gain unescorted access to military installations for the purpose of attending memorial 

events, visiting gravesites, and obtaining the on-installation services and benefits to which they 

are entitled or eligible. 

“(b) Issuance To Other Next Of Kin Authorized .—At the discretion of the 

Secretary concerned, the Secretary concerned may provide the Gold Star Installation Access 

Card to the parents and other next of kin of a deceased member of the armed forces described in 

section 1126(a) of this title. 

“(c) Service-Wide Acceptance Of Access Card.—The Secretaries concerned shall 

work together to ensure that a Gold Star Installation Access Card issued by one armed force is 

accepted for access to military installations under the jurisdiction of another armed force. 

“(d) Protection Of Installat ion Security.—In developing, issuing, and accepting the 

Gold Star Installation Access Card, the Secretary concerned may take such measures as the 

Secretary concerned considers necessary— 

“(1) to prevent fraud in the procurement or use of the Gold Star Installation Access Card; 

“(2) to limit installation access to those areas of the installation that provide the services and 

benefits for which the recipient of the Gold Star Installation Access Card is entitled or eligible; 

and 

“(3) to ensure that the availability and use of the Gold Star Installation Access Card does 

not adversely affect military installation security. 

“(e) Termination.—The Gold Star Installation Access Card for the widow and dependent 

children of a deceased member of the armed forces shall remain valid for the life of the widow or 

child, regardless of subsequent marital status of the widow, subject to periodic renewal as 

determined by the Secretary concerned to ensure military installation security.” 
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S. 1154 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 

and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To amend title 37, United States Code, to provide for the housing treatment of members of the Armed 

Forces and their spouses and dependents undergoing a permanent change of station in the United 

States, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. HOUSING TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 

FORCES, AND THEIR SPOUSES AND OTHER DEPENDENTS, UNDERGOING A 

PERMANENT CHANGE OF STATION WITHIN THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) HOUSING TREATMENT .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 7 of title 37, United States Code, is amended by inserting 

after section 403 the following new section: 

“§ 403a. Housing treatment for certain members of the Armed Forces, and their 

spouses and other dependents, undergoing a permanent change of station 

within the United States 

“(a) HOUSING TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN MEMBERS WHO HAVE A  SPOUSE OR 

OTHER DEPENDENTS .— 

“(1) HOUSING TREATMENT REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense shall 

prescribe regulations that permit a member of the armed forces described in paragraph (2) 

who is undergoing a permanent change of station within the United States to request the 

housing treatment described in subsection (b) during the covered relocation period of the 

member. 

“(2) ELIGIBLE MEMBERS.—A member described in this paragraph is any member 

who— 

“(A) has a spouse who is gainfully employed or enrolled in a degree, certificate or 

license granting program at the beginning of the covered relocation period; 

“(B) has one or more dependents attending an elementary or secondary school at the 

beginning of the covered relocation period; 

“(C) has one or more dependents enrolled in the Exceptional Family Member 

Program; or 

“(D) is caring for an immediate family member with a chronic or long-term illness at 

the beginning of the covered relocation period. 

“(b) HOUSING TREATMENT .— 

“(1) CONTINUATION OF HOUSING FOR THE SPOUSE AND OTHER 

DEPENDENTS.—If a spouse or other dependent of a member whose request under 

subsection (a) is approved resides in Government-owned or Government-leased 

housing at the beginning of the covered relocation period, the spouse or other 

dependent may continue to reside in such housing during a period determined in 

accordance with the regulations prescribed pursuant to this section. 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title37-chapter7-front&num=0&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=37&section=403
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“(2) EARLY HOUSING ELIGIBILITY.—If a spouse or other dependent of a member 

whose request under subsection (a) is approved is eligible to reside in Government-

owned or Government-leased housing following the member’s permanent change of 

station within the United States, the spouse or other dependent may commence 

residing in such housing at any time during the covered relocation period. 

“(3) TEMPORARY USE OF GOVERNMENT-OWNED OR GOVERNMENT-

LEASED HOUSING INTENDED FOR MEMBERS WITHOUT A SPOUSE OR 

DEPENDENT.—If a spouse or other dependent of a member relocates at a time 

different from the member in accordance with a request approved under subsection (a), 

the member may be assigned to Government-owned or Government-leased housing 

intended for the permanent housing of members without a spouse or dependent until 

the member’s detachment date or the spouse or other dependent’s arrival date, but only 

if such Government-owned or Government-leased housing is available without 

displacing a member without a spouse or dependent at such housing. 

“(3) EQUITABLE BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING.—If a spouse or other 

dependent of a member relocates at a time different from the member in accordance with 

a request approved under subsection (a), the amount of basic allowance for housing 

payable may be based on whichever of the following areas the Secretary concerned 

determines to be the most equitable: 

“(A) The area of the duty station to which the member is reassigned. 

“(B) The area in which the spouse or other dependent resides, but only if the 

spouse or other dependent resides in that area when the member departs for the 

duty station to which the member is reassigned, and only for the period during 

which the spouse or other dependent resides in that area. 

“(C) The area of the former duty station of the member, but only if that area is 

different from the area in which the spouse or other dependent resides. 

(4) ADDITIONAL ELEMENT ON FUNDING MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT 

PROGRAMS.—In addition to the elements specified in paragraph (2), the report required 

by paragraph (1) shall also include a comparison of— 

(A) the average annual amount spent by each Armed Force over the five-year 

period ending on December 31, 2016, on recruitment and retention bonuses and 

special pays for members of such Armed Force; and 

(B) the average annual amount spent by such Armed Force over such period on 

programs for military families and support of military families. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1196 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Portman (for himself, Mr. Cruz, Mr. Schatz, Mr. Peters, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Manchin, 

Mr. Sullivan   Mrs. Capito, and Mr. Rubio) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To expand the capacity and capability of the ballistic missile defense system of the United States, and 

for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON CURRENT STATE OF UNITED STATES 

MISSILE DEFENSE, FUTURE INVESTMENT, AND ACCELERATING 

CAPABILITIES TO OUTPACE CURRENT THREATS. 
(a) Findings.—Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) According to the Commander of United States Northern Command, General Lori 

Robinson, the ground-based midcourse defense (GMD) element of the ballistic missile defense 

system “defend[s] the homeland against a limited long-range ballistic missile attack” and “is 

designed to intercept incoming threats in the midcourse phase of flight.”. 

 (3) Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) is a United States Army weapon 

system that is transportable, globally deployable, and capable of defeating ballistic missiles 

inside or outside the atmosphere during a missile’s terminal phase of flight. 

 (7) Aegis Ashore is the land-based component of the Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense 

system and is currently capable of defeating short- to intermediate-range ballistic missile threats. 

(8) In 2015, the United States deployed the first Aegis Ashore unit to Romania, and in 2018, 

the United States plans to deploy an Aegis Ashore unit to Poland. 

(9) The current leader of North Korea, Kim Jong-un, has threatened a “preemptive nuclear 

strike” against the United States and has publicly stated that North Korea “can tip new-type 

intercontinental ballistic rockets with more powerful nuclear warheads” capable of ranging the 

United States mainland. 

(10) Kim Jong-un has rapidly increased the cadence of nuclear and ballistic missile testing. 

(11) North Korea’s testing is steadily progressing toward their stated goal and has achieved 

some notable successes, including its first submarine-launched ballistic missile in 2016 and its 

first solid-fueled, medium-range ballistic missile in early 2017. 

(12) According to General John E. Hyten, Commander of United States Strategic 

Command, during a hearing of the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate on February 11, 

2017, “the North Koreans launched a new solid, medium-range ballistic missile … A solid rocket 

[that] can be rolled out and launched at a moment's notice.”. 

(13) General Hyten further testified that the February 11th test also “showed a new 

technology [and] a new North Korean capability … [The North Koreans] moved what was 

demonstrated at sea onto land, onto a new launcher, and did it in a very quick way.”. 
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(14) On May 14, 2017, North Korea launched a new missile, reported as a Hwasong-12, 

that reportedly flew a highly lofted trajectory reaching an altitude of over 2,000 kilometers and 

traveling more than 700 kilometers in distance before falling into the East Sea. 

(15) Several senior officials at the Department of Defense have publicly stated their belief 

that, due to the new pace of North Korean missile testing, it is no longer a matter of if North 

Korea gets the capability to threaten the contiguous United States with a nuclear intercontinental 

ballistic missile, but when North Korea will achieve that capability. 

(16) During the past six years, under the regime of Kim Jong-un, North Korea has 

conducted approximately 80 ballistic missile and three nuclear tests. 

(17) During the same span of six years, the Missile Defense Agency, due to funding 

reductions, budget uncertainty, and a risk-averse testing culture, has only conducted four flight 

tests of the ground-based midcourse defense element of the ballistic missile defense system. 

(18) Since 2006 and adjusted for inflation, funding for the Missile Defense Agency’s budget 

has decreased 23.4 percent, from $11,000,000,000 to $8,400,000,000. 

(19) Meanwhile, Iran continues to develop ballistic missiles in violation of United Nations 

Security Council Resolution 2231 (2015), has developed medium-range ballistic missiles to 

target Israel and other allies of the United States, and is working towards an intercontinental 

ballistic missile capability. 

(20) In March 2013, in response to a nuclear detonation by North Korea, Secretary of 

Defense Chuck Hagel, citing “irresponsible and reckless provocations”, announced plans to 

restore the number of deployed ground-based interceptors from 30 to 44 by the end of 2017. 

(21) The Missile Defense Agency will soon finish the expansion to 44 ground-based 

interceptors and begin the construction of a new S-band radar, the Long Range Discrimination 

Radar (LRDR), at Clear Air Force Station, Alaska, starting in 2018. 

(22) The Missile Defense Agency is currently researching, testing, and developing the 

Configuration-3 (C3) booster, a selectable two- or three-stage booster, and has plans to field this 

capability by September 30, 2023. 

(23) Section 1682 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public 

Law 114–92; 10 U.S.C. 2431 note) directs the Director of the Missile Defense Agency to 

modernize and improve the reliability of the ground-based interceptor fleet by speeding the 

development of the redesigned kill vehicle (RKV) to replace all capability-enhancement I 

exoatmospheric kill vehicles by September 30, 2022. 

(24) Section 1681 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public 

Law 114–92; 10 U.S.C. 2431 note) makes the multi-object kill vehicle (MOKV), which is a new 

technology that would allow single interceptors to engage more than one target, a program of 

record and directs the Director of the Missile Defense Agency to begin rigorous flight testing of 

a multiple-object kill vehicle for the ground-based midcourse defense system by 2020. 

(25) Section 1680 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public 

Law 114–92; 10 U.S.C. 2431 note) required the Secretary of Defense to report on the efforts of 

the Department of Defense to develop and deploy an airborne or other boost phase defense 

system for missile defense by fiscal year 2025. 

(26) Section 1685 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public 

Law 114–92) requires the Director to commence the concept definition of a space-based ballistic 

missile intercept layer to the ballistic missile defense system and to draft operational concepts for 

how a space-based ballistic missile intercept layer would function in the context of a multi-layer 

missile defense architecture. 

(27) Section 1683 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public 

Law 114–92) and section 238 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014 

(Public Law 113–66) requires the Director to plan the future construction of an additional missile 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ92/pdf/PLAW-114publ92.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ92/pdf/PLAW-114publ92.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=10&section=2431
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ92/pdf/PLAW-114publ92.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ92/pdf/PLAW-114publ92.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=10&section=2431
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ92/pdf/PLAW-114publ92.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ92/pdf/PLAW-114publ92.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=10&section=2431
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ92/pdf/PLAW-114publ92.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ92/pdf/PLAW-114publ92.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ92/pdf/PLAW-114publ92.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ92/pdf/PLAW-114publ92.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-113publ66/pdf/PLAW-113publ66.pdf
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defense site in the United States, including the possibility of a site on the East Coast of the 

United States that is capable of protecting the homeland. 

(28) The Department of Defense and the Missile Defense Agency are continuing to deploy 

Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense, Aegis Ashore, and Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 

systems to more robustly defend members of the Armed Forces, allies and partners of the United 

States, cities and populations centers in the United States, and critical infrastructure of the United 

States. 

(29) The current United States missile defense architecture, including the ground-based 

midcourse defense and terminal segment defenses like the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense, 

Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense, Aegis Ashore, and Patriot Air and Missile Defense System, are 

presently capable of defending deployed Armed Forces of the United States, as well as allies and 

partners of the United States. 

(30) General Robinson, in testimony before the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate 

on April 6, 2017, stated “As adversaries continue to pursue credible and advanced capabilities, 

we too must evolve our missile defense capabilities to outpace increasingly complex threats.”. 

(b) Sense Of Congress .—It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary of Defense should 

use the upcoming Ballistic Missile Defense Review (BMDR) and the Missile Defeat Review 

(MDR) to accelerate the development of new and existing means to increase the capacity, 

capability, and reliability of the ground-based midcourse defense element of the ballistic missile 

defense system and other missile defense programs. 

(c) Acceleration Of Development Of Certain Advanced Missile Defense 

Technologies Toward Fielding .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—To the degree practicable, the Director of the Missile Defense Agency 

shall use the policies of the Department of Defense to accelerate the development, testing, and 

fielding of the redesigned kill vehicle, the multi-object kill vehicle, the C3 booster, a space-based 

sensor layer, an airborne laser on unmanned aerial vehicles, and an additional missile defense 

site, including the completion of any outstanding environmental impact statements (EISs) for an 

additional missile defense site on the East Coast or in the Midwest regions of the United States. 

(2) PRIORITY.—The Director shall prioritize the development of capabilities listed in 

paragraph (1) subject to annual authorization and appropriation of funding. 

(3) DEVELOPMENT.—The Director shall use sound acquisition processes and program 

management to develop the capabilities set forth in paragraph (1). 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1014 
 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mrs. Fischer (for herself and Mr. Booker) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 

 and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 
To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to make grants to eligible organizations to provide service 

dogs to veterans with severe post-traumatic stress disorder, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

(a) Findings.—Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) According to the analysis of veteran suicide published by the Department of Veterans 

Affairs in August 2016 and titled “Suicide Among Veterans and Other Americans”— 

(A) an average of 20 veterans died by suicide each day in 2014; 

(B) mental health disorders, including major depression and other mood disorders, have 

been associated with increased risk for suicide; 

(C) since 2001, the proportion of users of the Veterans Health Administration with mental 

health conditions or substance use disorders has increased from approximately 27 percent in 

2001 to more than 40 percent in 2014; and 

(D) overall, suicide rates are highest among patients with mental health and substance use 

disorder diagnoses who are in treatment and lower among those who received a mental health 

diagnosis but were not at risk enough to require enhanced care from a mental health provider. 

(2) Pairing a service dog with a veteran costs approximately $25,000, including with respect 

to training of the service dog as well as training of the veteran with the service dog. 

(b) Sense Of Congress .—It is the sense of Congress that the Department of Veterans 

Affairs must be more effective in its approach to reducing the burden of veteran suicide 

connected to mental health disorders, including post-traumatic stress disorder, and a pilot 

program and study to assess the benefits of pairing service dogs with veterans suffering from 

mental health disorders would allow the Department to better determine the efficacy of using 

service dogs as a nontraditional therapy to ensure the well-being of veterans. 

SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS PILOT PROGRAM TO AWARD 

GRANTS FOR THE PROVISION OF SERVICE DOGS TO CERTAIN VETERANS 

WITH SEVERE POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER. 
(a) Grants.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall carry out a pilot program under which 

the Secretary awards a grant in the amount of $25,000 to eligible organizations for each eligible 

veteran referred to that organization for a service dog pairing. 

(b) Benefits Provided .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—An organization that receives a grant under subsection (a) shall 

provide the following for each service dog and veteran participating in the pilot program: 

(A) Coverage of a commercially available veterinary health insurance policy to maintain the 

health of the dog and keep the dog functioning in the prescribed role for the life of the dog. 
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(B) Hardware, or repairs or replacements for hardware, that are clinically determined to be 

required by the dog to perform the tasks necessary to assist the veteran with the diagnosed 

disorder of the veteran. 

(C) Payments for travel expenses for the veteran to obtain the dog, calculated in the same 

manner as similar travel expenses provided pursuant to section 111 of title 38, United States 

Code. 

(2) OTHER TRAVEL EXPENSES.—If a veteran is required to replace a service dog 

provided pursuant to a grant under this section, the Secretary shall pay for the travel expenses 

described in paragraph (1)(C) required to obtain a new service dog pursuant to subsection (c)(3), 

regardless of any other benefits the veteran is receiving for the first service dog under this 

section. 

(c) Eligible Organizations .—To be eligible to receive a grant under this section, an 

organization shall— 

(1) be a nonprofit organization that provides trained service dogs— 

(A) that— 

(i) is certified by Assistance Dogs International; 

(ii) on average, provides one-on-one training for each service dog and recipient for 30 hours 

or more during a period of 90 days or more; 

(iii) provides a wellness verification from a licensed veterinarian for each service dog; 

(iv) provides an in-house residential facility, or other accommodations nearby, in which 

service dog recipients stay for a minimum of 10 days while receiving not less than 30 hours of 

training with their new service dog; 

(v) ensures all service dogs pass the American Kennel Club Community Canine test and the 

Assistance Dogs International Public Access Test prior to permanent placement with a recipient; 

and 

(vi) provides follow-up support service for the life of the service dog, to include a contact 

plan between the veteran and organization to allow— 

(I) the veteran to reach out for and receive adequate help with the service dog; and 

(II) the organization to communicate with the veteran to ensure that the service dog is 

receiving proper care; or 

(B) that meets the service dog agency standards established by the Association of Service 

Dog Providers for Military Veterans that cater to the unique needs of veterans with post-

traumatic stress disorder; 

(2) agree to cover all costs in excess of the grant amount to guarantee the benefits listed 

under subsection (b)(1); 

(3) agree to reaccept or replace a service dog provided by the organization to a veteran, if 

necessary, as determined by the veteran and the organization; and 

(4) submit to the Secretary an application containing such information, certification, and 

assurances as the Secretary may require. 

(d) Eligible Veterans.— 

(1) APPROVAL AND REFERRAL.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall review and approve veterans 

eligible to participate under this section and shall refer approved veterans to eligible 

organizations. 

(B) APPROVAL DETERMINATION.—The period beginning on the date on which a 

veteran applies to participate under this section and the date on which the Secretary makes an 

approval determination may not exceed 90 days. 

(2) INITIAL ELIGIBILITY.—For purposes of this section, an eligible veteran is a 

veteran— 
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(A) who is enrolled in the system of annual patient enrollment of the Department of 

Veterans Affairs established and operated under section 1705 of title 38, United States Code; 

(B) who has been treated and has completed an established evidence-based treatment for 

post-traumatic stress disorder yet remains diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder by a 

qualified health care provider as rated on the post-traumatic stress disorder checklist (PCL–5); 

(C) with respect to whom the health care provider or clinical team of the Department of 

Veterans Affairs that is treating the veteran for such disorder determines based upon medical 

judgment that the veteran may potentially benefit from a service dog; and 

(D) who agrees to successfully complete training provided by an eligible organization 

pursuant to subsection (c). 

(3) ONGOING ELIGIBILITY.—To remain eligible to participate in the pilot program 

under this section, a veteran shall see the health care provider or clinical team of the Department 

of Veterans Affairs treating the veteran for post-traumatic stress disorder at least once every 180 

days to determine, based on a clinical evaluation of efficacy, whether the veteran continues to 

benefit from a service dog. 

(4) OTHER CASES.—If at any point the veteran is no longer able or willing to care for the 

service dog, the veteran and the organization that provided the service dog to the veteran shall 

determine the appropriate recourse to ensure the safety of both the veteran and the service dog. 

(e) Relationship To Department Of Veterans Affairs Benefits .—The provision 

of a service dog to a veteran under this section is in addition to any other hospital care or medical 

service furnished by the Department for that veteran for post-traumatic stress disorder, and an 

improvement in symptoms as a result of the provision of a service dog shall not affect the 

eligibility of the veteran for any other benefit under the laws administered by the Secretary. 

(f) Metrics.—In carrying out this section, the Secretary shall— 

(1) develop metrics and other appropriate means to measure, with respect to veterans 

participating in the pilot program, the improvement in psychosocial function and therapeutic 

compliance of such veterans and changes with respect to the dependence on prescription 

narcotics and psychotropic medication of such veterans; and 

(2) establish processes to document and track the progress of such veterans under the pilot 

program in terms of the benefits and improvements noted as a result of the pilot program. 

(g) Comptroller General  Briefing And Report .— 

(1) BRIEFING.—Not later than one year after the date on which the Secretary commences 

the pilot program under subsection (a), the Comptroller General of the United States shall 

provide to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ 

Affairs of the House of Representatives a briefing on the methodology established for the pilot 

program. 

(2) REPORT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days after the date on which the pilot program 

terminates, the Comptroller General shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 

Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a report on the 

pilot program. 

(B) ELEMENTS.—The report required under subparagraph (A) shall include an evaluation 

of the approach and methodology used for the pilot program with respect to— 

(i) helping veterans with severe post-traumatic stress disorder return to civilian life; 

(ii) relevant metrics, such as reduction in scores under the post-traumatic stress disorder 

checklist (PCL–5), improvement in psychosocial function, and therapeutic compliance; and 

(iii) reducing the dependence of participants in the pilot program on prescription narcotics 

and psychotropic medication. 
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(h) Authorization Of Appropriations .—There is authorized to be appropriated for the 

period of fiscal year 2018 through fiscal year 2023, $10,000,000 to carry out the pilot program 

under this section. 

(i) Offset.—The amounts otherwise authorized to be appropriated for the Office of Human 

Resources and Administration of the Department of Veterans Affairs for the period of fiscal year 

2018 through fiscal year 2023 shall be reduced by $10,000,000. 

(j) Termination.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The authority to carry out the pilot program under this section shall 

terminate on the date that is five years after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) POSSESSION OF SERVICE DOG.—An eligible veteran in possession of a service dog 

furnished under the pilot program as of the termination of the pilot program may keep the service 

dog after the termination of the pilot program for the life of the dog. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 1434 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Cotton (for himself and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 

and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 
To enhance the military childcare programs and activities of the Department of Defense, and for other 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. HOURS OF OPERATION OF CHILDCARE DEVELOPMENT CENTERS OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—The hours of operation of each childcare development center (CDC) of 

the Department of Defense shall, to the extent practicable, be set and maintained in a manner that 

takes into account the demands and circumstances of members of the Armed Forces, including 

members of the reserve components, who use such center in facilitation of the performance of 

their military duties. 

(b) MATTERS TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT .—The demands and circumstances to be 

taken into account under subsection (a) for purposes of setting and maintaining the hours of 

operation of a childcare development center shall include the following: 

(1) Mission requirements of units whose members use such center. 

(2) The unpredictability of work schedules, and fluctuations in day-to-day work hours, of 

such members. 

(3) The potential for frequent and prolonged absences of such members for training, 

operations, and deployments. 

(4) The location of such center on the military installation concerned, including the location 

in connection with duty locations of members and applicable military family housing. 

(5) The geographic separation of such members from their extended family. 

(6) The extent to which spouses of such members are employed or pursuing educational 

opportunities, whether on a full-time basis or a part-time basis. 

(7) Such other matters as the Secretary of the military department concerned considers 

appropriate for purposes of this section. 

SEC. 2. CHILDCARE COORDINATORS FOR MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. 
(a) CHILDCARE COORDINATORS .—Each Secretary of a military department shall 

provide for a childcare coordinator at each military installation under the jurisdiction of such 

Secretary at which are stationed significant numbers of members of the Armed Forces with 

accompanying dependent children, as determined by such Secretary. 

(b) NATURE OF POSITION .—The childcare coordinator for a military installation may be 

an individual appointed to that position on full-time or part-time basis or an individual appointed 

to another position whose duties in such other position are consistent with the discharge by the 

person of the duties of childcare coordinator. 
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(c) DUTIES .—Each childcare coordinator for an installation shall carry out the duties as 

follows: 

(1) Act as an advocate for military families at the installation on childcare matters both on-

installation and off-installation. 

(2) Work with the commander of the installation in order to seek to ensure that the childcare 

development centers at the installation, together with any other available childcare options on or 

in the vicinity of the installation— 

(A) provide a quality of care (including a caregiver-to-child ratio) commensurate with best 

practices of private providers of childcare services; and 

(B) are responsive to the childcare needs of members stationed at the installation and their 

families. 

(3) Work with private providers of childcare services in the vicinity of the installation in 

order to— 

(A) track vacancies in the childcare facilities of such providers; 

(B) seek to obtain favorable prices for the use of such services by members stationed at the 

installation; and 

(C) otherwise ease the use of such services by such members. 

(4) Such other duties as the Secretary of the military department concerned shall specify. 

SEC. 2. PILOT PROGRAM ON COLLABORATION BETWEEN INSTALLATION 

COMMANDERS AND PRIVATE PROVIDERS OF CHILDCARE SERVICES IN THE 

VICINITY OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS FOR ACCESS TO CHILDCARE 

SERVICES. 
(a) P ILOT PROGRAMS REQUIRED .—Each Secretary of a military department shall carry 

out a pilot program to assess the feasability and advisability of permitting commanders of 

military installations under the jurisdiction of such Secretary at which are stationed significant 

numbers of members of the Armed Forces with accompanying dependent children, as 

determined by such Secretary, to collaborate with private providers of childcare services in the 

vicinity of such installations to reserve for such members access to all or a portion of the 

childcare services of such providers. 

(b) COMMENCEMENT .—The pilot programs required by this section shall be commenced 

not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(c) M ILITARY INSTALLATIONS .—Each pilot program under this section shall be carried 

out by the Secretary of the military department concerned at not less than four military 

installations described in subsection (a) that are selected by such Secretary for purposes of such 

pilot program. 

(d) D ISCHARGE OF COLLABORATION .—The commander of a military installation 

participating in a pilot program under this section may conduct collaboration described in 

subsection (a) under the pilot program through one or more individuals designated by the 

commander for that purpose, including, in particular, the childcare coordinator for the military 

installation under section 3. 

(e) REPORTS .—Not later than one year after the commencement of a pilot program under 

this section, the Secretary of the military department concerned shall submit to the Committees 

on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report on the pilot program. 

Each report on a pilot program shall include the following: 

(1) A description of the pilot program, including the installations at which the pilot program 

was carried out and the collaboration described in subsection (a) that occurred at each such 

installation. 

(2) An assessment of the efficacy of the collaboration in improving the satisfaction of 

military families with access to childcare services. 
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(3) An assessment of the pilot program by the commanders and other leadership of the 

installations participating in the pilot program. 

(4) An assessment of the feasability and advisability of expanding the pilot program 

throughout the military department concerned, including recommendations on modifications to 

the authorities of the pilot program in order to make such authorities suitable to a range of 

installations of the military department or to tailor such authorities to particular installations of 

the military department. 

(5) Any other matters such Secretary considers appropriate in light of the pilot program. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

S. 1800 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Tillis (for himself and Mr. WARREN ) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to 

the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To require a report on significant security risks of the national electric grid and the potential effect of 

such security risks on the readiness of the Armed Forces. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1 REPORT ON SIGNIFICANT SECURITY RISKS OF DEFENSE CRITICAL 

ELECTRIC INFRASTRUCTURE. 
(a) REPORT REQUIRED .—Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this 

Act, the Secretary of Defense shall, in coordination with the Director of National Intelligence, 

the Secretary of Energy, and the Secretary of Homeland Security, submit to the appropriate 

committees of Congress a report setting forth the following: 

(1) Identification of significant security risks to defense critical electric infrastructure posed 

by significant malicious cyber-enabled activities. 

(2) An assessment of the potential effect of the security risks identified pursuant to 

paragraph (1) on the readiness of the Armed Forces. 

(3) An assessment of the strategic benefits derived from, and the challenges associated with, 

isolating military infrastructure from the national electric grid and the use of microgrids by the 

Armed Forces. 

(4) Recommendations on actions to be taken— 

(A) to eliminate or mitigate the security risks identified pursuant to paragraph (1); and 

(B) to address the effect of those security risks on the readiness of the Armed Forces 

identified pursuant to paragraph (2). 

(b) FORM OF REPORT .—The report required by subsection (a) shall be submitted in 

unclassified form, but may include a classified annex. 

 (B) shall include any electric infrastructure located in any of the 48 contiguous States or the 

District of Columbia that serves a facility— 

(i) designated by the Secretary of Defense as— 

(I) critical to the defense of the United States; and 

(II) vulnerable to a disruption of the supply of electric energy provided to such facility by an 

external provider; and 

(ii) that is not owned or operated by the owner or operator of such facility. 

(3) The term “security risk” shall have such meaning as the Secretary of Defense shall 

determine, in coordination with the Director of National Intelligence and the Secretary of 

Energy, for purposes of the report required by subsection (a). 

(4) The term “significant malicious cyber-enabled activities” includes— 

(A) significant efforts— 

(i) to deny access to or degrade, disrupt, or destroy an information and communications 

technology system or network; or 
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(ii) to exfiltrate, degrade, corrupt, destroy, or release information from such a system or 

network without authorization for purposes of— 

(I) conducting influence operations; or 

(II) causing a significant misappropriation of funds, economic resources, trade secrets, 

personal identifications, or financial information for commercial or competitive advantage or 

private financial gain; 

(B) significant destructive malware attacks; and 

(C) significant denial of service activities. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 146 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. MCSALLY (for herself, Ms. HASSAN, and Mrs. MCCASKILL) introduced the following bill; which was read 

twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services.

 

A BILL 

To strengthen accountability for deployment of border security technology at the Department of 

Homeland Security, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. BORDER SECURITY TECHNOLOGY ACCOUNTABILITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Subtitle C of title IV of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 

231 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the following: 

“SEC. 434. BORDER SECURITY TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM MANAGEMENT. 
“(a) PLANNING DOCUMENTATION .—For each border security technology acquisition 

program of the Department that is determined to be a major acquisition program, the Secretary 

shall— 

“(1) ensure that each such program has a written acquisition program baseline approved by 

the relevant acquisition decision authority; 

“(2) document that each such program is meeting cost, schedule, and performance 

thresholds as specified in such baseline, in compliance with relevant departmental acquisition 

policies and the Federal Acquisition Regulation; and 

“(3) have a plan for meeting program implementation objectives by managing contractor 

performance. 

“(b) ADHERENCE TO STANDARDS .—The Secretary, acting through the Under Secretary 

for Management and the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, shall ensure that 

border security technology acquisition program managers who are responsible for carrying out 

this section adhere to relevant internal control standards identified by the Comptroller General of 

the United States. The Commissioner shall provide information, as needed, to assist the Under 

Secretary in monitoring proper program management of border security technology acquisition 

programs under this section. 

“(c) PLAN .—The Secretary, acting through the Under Secretary for Management, and in 

coordination with the Under Secretary for Science and Technology and the Commissioner of 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection, shall submit a plan to the appropriate congressional 

committees for testing and evaluation, and the use of independent verification and validation 

resources, for border security technology so that new border security technologies are evaluated 

through a series of assessments, processes, and audits to ensure— 

“(1) compliance with relevant departmental acquisition policies and the Federal Acquisition 

Regulation; and 

“(2) the effectiveness of taxpayer dollars. 

“(d) MAJOR ACQUISITION PROGRAM DEFINED .—In this section, the term ‘major 

acquisition program’ means a Department acquisition program that is estimated by the Secretary 

to require an eventual total expenditure of at least $300,000,000 (based on fiscal year 2017 

constant dollars) over its life cycle cost.” 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=6&section=231
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=6&section=231
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 2094 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mr. HEINRICH, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) introduced the following bill; which was read 

twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To require the prompt reporting for national instant criminal background check system purposes of 

members of the Armed Forces convicted of domestic violence offenses under the Uniform Code 

of Military Justice, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Domestic Violence Loophole Closure Act”. 

SEC. 2. PROMPT REPORTING FOR NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND 

CHECK SYSTEM PURPOSES OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMEDFORCES 

CONVICTED OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OFFENSES UNDER THE UNIFORM CODE 

OF MILITARY JUSTICE. 
(a) REPORTING REQUIRED .—Under regulations and procedures prescribed by the 

Secretary of Defense, each Secretary concerned shall submit to the Attorney General for 

inclusion in the national instant criminal background check system the name and other 

appropriate information on each member of the Armed Forces under the jurisdiction of such 

Secretary who— 

(1) has been convicted of an offense under chapter 47 of title 10, United States Code (the 

Uniform Code of Military Justice), for conduct that would constitute an offense of 

domestic violence against a spouse, domestic partner, or dependent child under State law; 

or 

(2) has entered into a plea agreement accepting liability for an offense described in 

paragraph (1). 

(b) DEADLINE FOR REPORTING .—The name and other information on a member 

required to be submitted pursuant to subsection (a) shall be submitted not later than three days 

after the following (as applicable): 

(1) The date of entry of judgment with respect to the member for the offense concerned in 

the case of a general court-martial or special court-martial. 

(2) The date of judgment with respect to the member for the offense concerned in the 

case of a summary court-martial. 

(3) The date of acceptance of the plea agreement of the member with respect to the 

offense concerned by the military judge. 

(c) FAILURE TO SUBMIT .—If the Secretary concerned does not submit the name and 

other information on a member required by subsection (a) within the deadline provided by 

subsection (b), the Secretary shall, as soon as practicable after the deadline, submit to Congress 

in writing a notice on the lack of submittal within the deadline, including an explanation for the 

lack of submittal within the deadline and a statement when the name and other information will 

be so submitted. 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title10-chapter47-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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(d) REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES .— 

(1) OFFENSES.—The regulations prescribed by the Secretary of Defense pursuant to 

subsection (a) shall set forth the offenses under chapter 47 of title 10, United States Code, 

that would constitute an offense of domestic violence against a spouse, domestic partner, 

or dependent child under State law for purposes of subsection (a). The offenses so 

prescribed shall be uniform throughout the United States. 

(2) UNIFORMITY ACROSS ARMED FORCES.—The regulations and procedures 

prescribed pursuant to subsection (a) shall apply uniformly across the Armed Forces. 

(e) ANNUAL REPORTS ON COMPLIANCE .—Not later than February 15 each year, the 

Inspector General of the Department of Defense shall, in consultation with the Comptroller 

General of the United States, submit to Congress a report setting forth a description and 

assessment of the compliance of the Secretaries concerned with the requirements of this section 

during the preceding year, including a description and assessment of the accuracy, completeness, 

and timeliness of the information submitted by the Secretaries concerned to the Attorney General 

under this section during such year. 

(f) REPORT ON REMEDIATION OF DEFICIENCIES IN SYSTEM .—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to 

Congress a report setting forth a description of the actions taken, and to be taken, in order to 

ensure that the information in the national instant criminal background check system on 

members and former members of the Armed Forces fully and accurately covers the members and 

former members who have been convicted of an offense or entered into a plea agreement 

described in subsection (a) as of the date of the report. 
 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title10-chapter47-front&num=0&edition=prelim
https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 3799 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. SCOTT (for himself, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. CORNYN) introduced the following bill; 

which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 
To authorize the programs of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and for other 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,: 

SEC. 1. REVIEW OF AND REPORT ON DOD ACTIVITIES ON THE ISS. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Not later than March 1, 2019, the Secretary of Defense shall— 

(1) identify and review each activity, program, and project of the Department of Defense 

completed, being carried out, or planned to be carried out on the ISS as of the date of the review; 

and 

(2) submit to the appropriate committees of Congress a report that describes the results of 

the review under paragraph (1). 

SEC. 2. SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM CONFIGURATIONS. 
(a) MOBILE LAUNCH PLATFORM .—The Administrator is authorized to maintain 2 

operational mobile launch platforms to enable the launch of multiple configurations of the Space 

Launch System. 

(b) ENHANCED UPPER STAGE .—In order to meet the capability requirements under 

section 302(c)(2) of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of 

2010 (42 U.S.C. 18322 (c)(2)), the Administrator shall continue development of the enhanced 

upper stage for the Space Launch System with a scheduled availability date of not later than the 

third flight of the Space Launch System. 

(c) BRIEFING .—Not later than 90 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the 

Administrator shall brief the appropriate committees of Congress on the development and 

scheduled availability of the enhanced upper stage. 

SEC. 3. EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT PROJECTS. 
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS .—It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) developing high-risk, precompetitive aerospace technologies for which there is not yet a 

profit rationale is a fundamental NASA role; 

(2) large-scale piloted flight test experimentation and validation are necessary for— 

(A) transitioning new technologies and materials, including associated manufacturing 

processes, for general aviation, commercial aviation, and military aeronautics use; and 

(B) capturing the full extent of benefits from the Aeronautics Research Mission 

Directorate’s investments in priority programs called for in— 

(i) the National Aeronautics Research and Development Plan issued by the National Science 

and Technology Council in February 2010; 

(ii) the NASA 2014 Strategic Plan; 

(iii) the Aeronautics Strategic Implementation Plan; and 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=18322
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(iv) any updates to the programs called for in the plans described in clauses (i) through (iii); 

and 

 (b) POLICY .—It is the policy of the United States— 

(1) to maintain world leadership in military and civilian aeronautical science and 

technology, global air power projection, and industrialization; and 

(2) to maintain as a fundamental objective of NASA aeronautics research the steady 

progression and expansion of flight research and capabilities, including the science and 

technology of critical underlying disciplines and competencies, such as— 

(A) computational-based analytical and predictive tools and methodologies; 

(B) aerothermodynamics; 

(C) propulsion; 

(D) advanced materials and manufacturing processes; high-temperature structures and 

materials; and 

(E) flight controls. 

(c) ESTABLISHMENT OF X-PLANE PROJECTS .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with the roadmap for supersonic research under section 

604(b) of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Transition Authorization Act of 

2017 (Public Law 115–10; 131 Stat. 18), the Administrator shall establish the following projects: 

(A) A low-boom supersonic aircraft project to demonstrate supersonic aircraft designs and 

technologies that— 

(i) reduce sonic boom noise; and 

(ii) assist the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration in enabling the safe 

commercial deployment of civil supersonic aircraft technology and the safe and efficient 

operation of civil supersonic aircraft. 

(B) A series of large-scale X-plane demonstrators that— 

(i) are developed sequentially or in parallel; and 

(ii) are each based on a set of new configuration concepts or technologies determined by the 

Administrator— 

(I) to demonstrate aircraft and propulsion concepts and technologies and related advances in 

alternative propulsion and energy; 

(II) to enable significant increases in energy efficiency and reduced life cycle emissions in 

the aviation system while reducing noise emissions; and 

(III) to demonstrate flight propulsion concepts and technologies. 

(2) PROJECT ELEMENTS.—For each project under paragraph (1), the Administrator 

shall— 

(A) include the development of X-planes and all necessary supporting flight test assets; 

(B) pursue a robust technology maturation and flight test validation effort; 

(C) improve necessary facilities, flight testing capabilities, and computational tools to 

support the project; 

(D) award primary contracts for design, procurement, and manufacturing to United States 

persons, consistent with international obligations and commitments; 

(E) coordinate research and flight test demonstration activities with other Federal agencies, 

as appropriate, and the United States aviation community; and 

(F) ensure that the project is aligned with the Aeronautics Strategic Implementation Plan, 

and any updates to the Aeronautics Strategic Implementation Plan. 

(d) ADVANCED MATERIALS AND MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may establish an advanced materials and 

manufacturing technology program that— 

(A) consists of new material developments, from base material formulation through full-

scale structural validation and manufacture; 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-115publ10/pdf/PLAW-115publ10.pdf


 43 

(B) will develop advanced materials and manufacturing processes to reduce the cost of 

manufacturing scale-up and certification for use in general aviation, commercial aviation, and 

military aeronautics; 

(C) will reduce the time it takes to design, industrialize, and certify advanced materials and 

manufacturing processes, including manufacturing; and 

(D) will address global cost competitiveness for United States aeronautical industries and 

technological leadership in advanced materials and manufacturing technology. 

SEC. 4. HYPERSONIC TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH PROJECTS. 
It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) hypersonic technology is critical to the development of advanced high-speed aerospace 

vehicles for both civilian and national security purposes; 

(2) for hypersonic vehicles to be realized, research is needed to overcome technical 

challenges, including in propulsion, advanced materials, and entry, descent, and landing; 

(3) NASA plays a critical role in supporting fundamental hypersonic research and testing; 

(4) NASA research efforts in hypersonic technology complement research supported by the 

Department of Defense and contributions from both agencies working in partnership with 

universities and industry are necessary to overcome key technical challenges; 

(5) previous coordinated research programs between NASA and the Department of Defense 

enabled important progress on hypersonic technology; 

(6) the commercial sector could provide flight platforms and other capabilities that can host 

and support NASA hypersonic technology research projects; and 

(7) in carrying out hypersonic technology research projects, the Administrator should— 

(A) focus research and development efforts on high-speed propulsion systems, reusable 

vehicle technologies, high-temperature materials, and systems analysis; 

(B) coordinate with the Department of Defense to prevent duplication of efforts and of 

investments; 

SEC. 6. CYBERSECURITY. 
(a) SPACE CYBERSECURITY .—Section 20301 of title 51 is amended by adding at the end 

the following: 

“(b) CYBERSECURITY .—The Administrator shall update and improve, as necessary, the 

cybersecurity of the space assets and supporting infrastructure within the Administration’s 

domain.”. 

(c) SECURITY OPERATIONS CENTER .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall maintain a Security Operations Center to 

identify and respond to cybersecurity threats to NASA information technology systems, 

including, when appropriate, institutional systems and mission systems. 

 (A) re-evaluating security control assessments; and 

(B) specifying metrics to be used as part of the Administration's continuous monitoring 

strategy 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 3304 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. THUNE introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 

Affairs 

 

A BILL 

To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to improve the Veterans Crisis Line. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “No Veterans Crisis Line Call Should Go Unanswered Act”. 

SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENTS TO VETERANS CRISIS LINE. 

(a) QUALITY ASSURANCE DOCUMENT .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall develop a quality assurance 

document to use in carrying out the Veterans Crisis Line. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The quality assurance document developed under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) outline clearly defined and measurable performance indicators and objectives to 

improve the responsiveness and performance of the Veterans Crisis Line, including at backup 

call centers; 

(B) include quantifiable timeframes to meet designated objectives to assist the Secretary in 

tracking the progress of the Veterans Crisis Line and such backup call centers in meeting the 

performance indicators and objectives outlined in subparagraph (A); and 

(C) with respect to the timeframes and objectives described in subparagraph (B), be 

consistent with guidance issued by the Office of Management and Budget. 

(b) PLAN .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall develop a plan to ensure that each telephone call, 

text message, and other communication received by the Veterans Crisis Line, including at 

backup call centers, is answered in a timely manner by a person, consistent with the guidance 

established by the American Association of Suicidology. 

(2) GUIDELINES.—The plan developed under paragraph (1) shall include guidelines to 

carry out periodic testing of the Veterans Crisis Line, including such backup centers, during each 

fiscal year to identify and correct any problems in a timely manner. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee 

on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a report containing the quality assurance 

document developed under subsection (a) and the plan developed under subsection (b). 

(d) VETERANS CRISIS L INE DEFINED .—In this section, the term “Veterans Crisis Line” 

means the toll-free hotline for veterans established under section 1720F(h) of title 38, United 

States Code.   
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

S. 2766 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. MORAN, and Mr. Schatz) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To require congressional notification related to current and future planning and construction of 

federally funded military construction projects located within 100-year floodplains. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Protecting Our Military Installations from Recurrent Floods 

Act of 2018”. 

SEC. 2. FLOOD RISK DISCLOSURE FOR MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—The Secretary of Defense shall modify Department of Defense Form 

1391 to require, with respect to any proposed major or minor military construction project 

requiring congressional notification or approval, disclosure whether a proposed project will be 

sited within or partially within a 100-year floodplain, according to the most recent available 

Federal Emergency Management Agency flood hazard data. 

(b) DELINEATION OF FLOODPLAIN .—To the extent that Federal Emergency 

Management Agency flood hazard data are not available for a proposed major or minor military 

construction site, the Secretary concerned shall establish a process for delineating the 100-year 

floodplain using risk analysis that is consistent with the standards used to inform Federal flood 

risk assessments. 

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS .—For proposed projects that are to be sited within or 

partially within a 100-year floodplain, the Secretary concerned shall submit to the congressional 

defense committees a report with the following: 

(1) An assessment of flood vulnerability for the proposed project. 

(2) Any information concerning alternative construction sites that were considered, and an 

explanation of why those sites do not satisfy mission requirements. 

(3) A description of planned flood mitigation measures. 

(d) M INIMUM FLOOD M ITIGATION REQUIREMENTS .—When mitigating the flood risk 

of a major or minor military construction project within or partially within the 100-year 

floodplain, the Secretary concerned shall require any mitigation plan to assume an additional— 

(1) 2 feet above the base flood elevation for non-mission critical buildings, as determined 

by the Secretary; and 

(2) 3 feet above the base flood elevation for mission-critical buildings, as determined by the 

Secretary. 

(e) DEFINITIONS .—In this section, the terms “‘congressional defense committees’” and 

“Secretary concerned” have the meaning given the terms in section 101(a) of title 10, United 

States Code. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 2217 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. WALSH) introduced the 

following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to enhance the participation of mental health professionals in 

boards for the correction of military records and boards for the review of the discharge or 

dismissal of members of the Armed Forces. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. ENHANCEMENT OF PARTICIPATION OF MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 

IN BOARDS FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS AND BOARDS FOR 

REVIEW OF DISCHARGE OR DISMISSAL OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 

FORCES. 
(a) BOARDS FOR CORRECTION OF M ILITARY RECORDS .—Section 1552 of title 10, 

United States Code, is amended— 

 “(g) Any medical advisory opinion issued to a board established under subsection (a)(1) 

with respect to a member or former member of the armed forces who was diagnosed while 

serving in the armed forces as experiencing a mental health disorder shall include the opinion of 

a clinical psychologist or psychiatrist if the request for correction of records concerned relates to 

a mental health disorder.”. 

(b) BOARDS FOR REVIEW OF D ISCHARGE OR D ISMISSAL .— 

 (2) REVIEW FOR CERTAIN FORMER MEMBERS WITH MENTAL HEALTH 

DIAGNOSES.—Such section is further amended by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 

“(e) In the case of a former member of the armed forces (other than a former member 

covered by subsection (d)) who was diagnosed while serving in the armed forces as experiencing 

a mental health disorder, a board established under this section to review the former member's 

discharge or dismissal shall include a member who is a clinical psychologist or psychiatrist, or a 

physician with special training on mental health disorders.”. 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=10&section=1552
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1820 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mrs. Gillibrand (for herself, Mr. McCain, Ms. Collins, and Mr. Reed) introduced the following 

 bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 
To provide for the retention and service of transgender members of the Armed Forces.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. RETENTION AND SERVICE OF TRANSGENDER MEMBERS OF THE 

ARMED FORCES. 

(a) Sense Of Congress .—It is the sense of Congress that individuals who are qualified 

and can meet the standards to serve in the military should be eligible to serve. 

(b) Certain Actions Relating To Currently Serving Members Of The Armed 

Forces.—A currently serving member of the Armed Forces may not be involuntarily separated 

from the Armed Forces, or denied reenlistment or continuation in service in the Armed Forces, 

solely on the basis of the member's gender identity. Nothing in this subsection relieves a member 

from meeting applicable military and medical standards, including deployability, or requires 

retention of the member in service if the member fails to meet such standards. 

(c) Review Of Accession Of Transgender Individuals Into The Armed 

Forces.— 

(1) DEADLINE FOR COMPLETION OF REVIEW.—The Secretary of Defense shall 

complete the review of policy on the accession of transgender individuals into the Armed Forces 

announced by the Secretary on June 30, 2017, by not later than December 31, 2017. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than February 21, 2018, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a 

comprehensive report on the results of the review of policy described in paragraph (1). 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 926 
 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mrs. MANCHIN (for himself and Mrs. Ernst) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to 

the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 
To authorize the Global War on Terror Memorial Foundation to establish the National Global War on 

Terrorism Memorial as a commemorative work in the District of Columbia, and for other 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Global War on Terrorism War Memorial Act”. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 

(1) ASSOCIATION.—The term “Association” means the Global War on Terror Memorial 

Foundation, a corporation that is— 

(A) organized under the laws of the State of Pennsylvania; and 

(B) described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from 

taxation under section 501(a) of that Code. 

(2) DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND ITS ENVIRONS.—The term “District of Columbia 

and its environs” has the meaning given that term in section 8902(a) of title 40, United States 

Code. 

(3) GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM.—The term “Global War on Terrorism” means any 

contingency operation conducted by the Armed Forces in response to the terrorist attacks of 

September 11, 2001, or other terrorist attack. 

(4) MEMORIAL.—The term “memorial” means the National Global War on Terrorism 

Memorial authorized to be established under section 3. 

SEC. 3. NATIONAL GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM MEMORIAL. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH COMMEMORATIVE WORK .—The Association 

may establish the National Global War on Terrorism Memorial as a commemorative work on 

Federal land in the District of Columbia and its environs to commemorate and honor the 

members of the Armed Forces that served on active duty in support of the Global War on 

Terrorism. 

(b) COMPLIANCE W ITH STANDARDS FOR COMMEMORATIVE WORKS ACT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), the establishment of the 

memorial under this section shall be in accordance with chapter 89 of title 40, United States 

Code (commonly known as the “Commemorative Works Act”). 

(2) NON-APPLICABILITY.—Subsections (b) and (c) of section 8903 of title 40, United 

States Code, shall not apply to this Act. 

(c) USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS PROHIBITED .— 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=26&section=501
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title40-chapter89-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Federal funds may not be used to pay any expense of the 

establishment of the memorial. 

(2) RESPONSIBILITY OF ASSOCIATION.—The Association shall be solely responsible 

for acceptance of contributions for, and payment of the expenses of, the establishment of the 

memorial. 

(d) DEPOSIT OF EXCESS FUNDS .—If, on payment of all expenses for the establishment 

of the memorial (including the maintenance and preservation amount required by section 

8906(b)(1) of title 40, United States Code), or on expiration of the authority for the memorial 

under section 8903(e) of title 40, United States Code, there remains a balance of funds received 

for the establishment of the memorial, the Association shall transmit the amount of the balance to 

the Secretary of the Interior for deposit in the account provided for in section 8906(b)(3) of title 

40, United States Code. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 2094 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr. FLAKE, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) introduced the following bill; which 

was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 
To require the prompt reporting for national instant criminal background check system purposes of 

members of the Armed Forces convicted of domestic violence offenses under the Uniform Code 

of Military Justice, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. PROMPT REPORTING FOR NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL BACKGROUND 

CHECK SYSTEM PURPOSES OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 

CONVICTED OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OFFENSES UNDER THE UNIFORM CODE 

OF MILITARY JUSTICE. 
(a) REPORTING REQUIRED .—Under regulations and procedures prescribed by the 

Secretary of Defense, each Secretary concerned shall submit to the Attorney General for 

inclusion in the national instant criminal background check system the name and other 

appropriate information on each member of the Armed Forces under the jurisdiction of such 

Secretary who— 

(1) has been convicted of an offense under chapter 47 of title 10, United States Code (the 

Uniform Code of Military Justice), for conduct that would constitute an offense of domestic 

violence against a spouse, domestic partner, or dependent child under State law; or 

(2) has entered into a plea agreement accepting liability for an offense described in 

paragraph (1). 

(b) DEADLINE FOR REPORTING .—The name and other information on a member 

required to be submitted pursuant to subsection (a) shall be submitted not later than three days 

after the following (as applicable): 

(1) The date of entry of judgment with respect to the member for the offense concerned in 

the case of a general court-martial or special court-martial. 

(2) The date of judgment with respect to the member for the offense concerned in the case 

of a summary court-martial. 

(3) The date of acceptance of the plea agreement of the member with respect to the offense 

concerned by the military judge. 

(c) FAILURE TO SUBMIT .—If the Secretary concerned does not submit the name and 

other information on a member required by subsection (a) within the deadline provided by 

subsection (b), the Secretary shall, as soon as practicable after the deadline, submit to Congress 

in writing a notice on the lack of submittal within the deadline, including an explanation for the 

lack of submittal within the deadline and a statement when the name and other information will 

be so submitted. 

(d) REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES .— 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title10-chapter47-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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(1) OFFENSES.—The regulations prescribed by the Secretary of Defense pursuant to 

subsection (a) shall set forth the offenses under chapter 47 of title 10, United States Code, that 

would constitute an offense of domestic violence against a spouse, domestic partner, or 

dependent child under State law for purposes of subsection (a). The offenses so prescribed shall 

be uniform throughout the United States. 

(2) UNIFORMITY ACROSS ARMED FORCES.—The regulations and procedures 

prescribed pursuant to subsection (a) shall apply uniformly across the Armed Forces. 

(e) ANNUAL REPORTS ON COMPLIANCE .—Not later than February 15 each year, the 

Inspector General of the Department of Defense shall, in consultation with the Comptroller 

General of the United States, submit to Congress a report setting forth a description and 

assessment of the compliance of the Secretaries concerned with the requirements of this section 

during the preceding year, including a description and assessment of the accuracy, completeness, 

and timeliness of the information submitted by the Secretaries concerned to the Attorney General 

under this section during such year. 

(f) REPORT ON REMEDIATION OF DEFICIENCIES IN SYSTEM .—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to 

Congress a report setting forth a description of the actions taken, and to be taken, in order to 

ensure that the information in the national instant criminal background check system on 

members and former members of the Armed Forces fully and accurately covers the members and 

former members who have been convicted of an offense or entered into a plea agreement 

described in subsection (a) as of the date of the report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title10-chapter47-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 1196 
 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. KING (for himself, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. PETERS, Mr. COTTON, Mr. MANCHIN, 

Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. RUBIO) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to 

the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To expand the capacity and capability of the ballistic missile defense system of the United States, and 

for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON CURRENT STATE OF UNITED STATES MISSILE 

DEFENSE, FUTURE INVESTMENT, AND ACCELERATING CAPABILITIES TO 

OUTPACE CURRENT THREATS. 
 (c) ACCELERATION OF DEVELOPMENT OF CERTAIN ADVANCED M ISSILE 

DEFENSE TECHNOLOGIES TOWARD F IELDING .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—To the degree practicable, the Director of the Missile Defense Agency 

shall use the policies of the Department of Defense to accelerate the development, testing, and 

fielding of the redesigned kill vehicle, the multi-object kill vehicle, the C3 booster, a space-based 

sensor layer, an airborne laser on unmanned aerial vehicles, and an additional missile defense 

site, including the completion of any outstanding environmental impact statements (EISs) for an 

additional missile defense site on the East Coast or in the Midwest regions of the United States. 

(2) PRIORITY.—The Director shall prioritize the development of capabilities listed in 

paragraph (1) subject to annual authorization and appropriation of funding. 

(3) DEVELOPMENT.—The Director shall use sound acquisition processes and program 

management to develop the capabilities set forth in paragraph (1). 

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION TO INCREASE CURRENT GROUND-BASED MIDCOURSE 

DEFENSE CAPACITY BY 28 GROUND-BASED INTERCEPTORS. 

 (c) REPORT TO CONGRESS .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Director of the Missile Defense Agency shall submit to the congressional defense committees (as 

defined in section 101(a) of title 10, United States Code) a report on infrastructure requirements 

to increase the number of ground-based interceptors at Missile Field 1 and Missile Field 2 at Fort 

Greely to 20 ground-based interceptors each. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required by paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) An analysis of the strategic, operational, and tactical benefits of adding additional 

ground-based interceptors at each missile field. 

(B) A detailed description of the infrastructure needed and costs associated with expanding 

each missile field. 
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(C) An identification of any environmental, technical, or logistical barriers to expanding 

each missile field. 

(D) Any analysis of alternatively using Missile Field 4 and Missile Field 5 to increase the 

number of ground-based interceptors. 

(3) FORM.—The report submitted under paragraph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified 

form, but may include a classified annex. 

(d) DEPLOYMENT .—Not later than December 31, 2021, the Secretary of Defense shall— 

(1) execute any requisite construction to ensure that Missile Field 1 or Missile Field 2 at 

Fort Greely or alternative missile fields at Fort Greely which may be identified pursuant to 

subsection (c), are capable of supporting and sustaining additional ground-based interceptors; 

(2) deploy 14 additional ground-based interceptors to Missile Field 1 or an alternative 

missile field at Fort Greely as soon as technically feasible; and 

(3) identify a ground-based interceptor stockpile storage site for a minimum of 14 ground-

based interceptors. 

SEC. 3. DEVELOPMENT AND DEPLOYMENT OF A SPACE-BASED MISSILE DEFENSE 

SENSOR ARCHITECTURE. 
 (c) SPACE-BASED M ISSILE DEFENSE SENSOR ARCHITECTURE .— 

(1) DEVELOPMENT.—The Director of the Missile Defense Agency shall develop a highly 

reliable space-based missile defense sensor architecture for the ground-based midcourse defense 

system using sound acquisition practices. 

(2) DEPLOYMENT.—The Director shall— 

(A) conduct rigorous testing of the space-based missile defense sensor architecture 

developed under paragraph (1) as soon as technically feasible; and 

(B) produce and deploy a space-based missile defense sensor architecture as soon as 

technically feasible after the date on which the Director successfully carries out subparagraph 

(A). 

(d) CAPABILITIES AND CRITERIA .—The Director shall ensure that the space-based 

missile defense sensor architecture developed under subsection (c)(1) provides the following 

functions and capabilities: 

(1) SENSOR FUNCTIONS.—At a minimum, missile defense-related sensors shall include 

the following: 

(A) Detection. 

(B) Tracking. 

(C) Characterization. 

(D) Classification. 

(E) Discrimination. 

(F) Debris mitigation. 

(G) Kill assessment. 

(2) SENSOR ARCHITECTURE CAPABILITIES.—At a minimum, maximization or 

improvement of sensor-related capabilities shall include the following: 

(A) Handling of increasing raid sizes. 

(B) Precision tracking of threat missiles. 

(C) Providing fire-control-quality tracks of evolving threat missiles. 

(D) Enabling launch-on-remote and engage-on-remote capabilities. 

(E) Discriminating lethal objects (warheads) from other objects. 

(F) Effectively assessing the results of engagements. 

(G) Enabling enhanced shot doctrine. 
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(H) Integrating with all elements of the current missile defense system, including the 

Terminal High Altitude Area Defense, Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense, Aegis Ashore, and 

Patriot Air and Missile Defense System. 

(I) Such other capabilities as the Secretary of Defense determines appropriate. 

(e) PROGRAM MANAGEMENT.—The management of the space-based missile defense 

sensor architecture developed under subsection (c) shall report directly to the Deputy Director of 

the Missile Defense Agency. 

(f) REPORT ON FUNDING PROFILE .—The Director shall include with the budget 

justification materials submitted to Congress in support of the budget of the Department of 

Defense for fiscal year 2018 (as submitted with the budget of the President under section 1105(a) 

of title 31, United States Code) a report on the funding profile necessary to carry out subsection 

(c). 

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION FOR MORE GROUND-BASED MIDCOURSE DEFENSE 

TESTING. 
 (b) SENSE OF CONGRESS .—It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) at a minimum, the Missile Defense Agency should continue to flight test the ground-

based midcourse defense element at least once each fiscal year; 

(2) the Department of Defense should allocate increased funding to homeland missile 

defense testing to ensure that our defenses continue to evolve faster than the threats against 

which they are postured to defend; 

(3) in order to rapidly innovate, develop, and field new technologies, the Director of the 

Missile Defense Agency should continue to focus testing campaigns on delivering increased 

capabilities to the Armed Forces as quickly as possible; and 

(4) the Director of the Missile Defense Agency should seek to establish a more prudent 

balance between risk mitigation and the more rapid testing pace needed to quickly develop and 

deliver new capabilities to the Armed Forces. 

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS .— 

 (d) REPORT ON FUNDING PROFILE .—The Director shall include with the budget 

justification materials submitted to Congress in support of the budget of the Department of 

Defense for fiscal year 2018 (as submitted with the budget of the President under section 1105(a) 

of title 31, United States Code) a report on the funding profile necessary for the new testing 

campaign plan required by subsection (c)(1). 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 2379 
 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Kaine (for himself, Mrs. Gillibrand, and Mrs. Murray) introduced the following bill; which 

was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

 
 

A BILL 
To improve and expand authorities, programs, services, and benefits for military spouses and military 

families, and for other purposes.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Military Spouse Employment Act of 2018”. 

SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENT OF EDUCATION AND CAREER OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAMS 

FOR MILITARY SPOUSES. 

(a) Outreach On Availabil ity Of MyCAA Program .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall take appropriate actions to ensure that 

military spouses who are eligible for participation in the My Career Advancement Account 

(MyCAA) program of the Department of Defense are, to extent practicable, made aware of the 

program and their eligibility for the program. 

(2) DIGITAL ADVERTISEMENT.—The actions taken by the Secretary pursuant to 

paragraph (1) shall include a state-of-the-art digital advertising campaign on the My Career 

Advancement Account program designed to target military spouses. 

(3) DOD REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary shall submit to Congress a report setting forth the following: 

(A) An assessment of the extent to which military spouses who are eligible for the My 

Career Advancement Account program are aware of the program and their eligibility for the 

program. 

(B) A description of the levels of participation in the My Career Advancement Account 

program among military spouses who are eligible to participate in the program. 

(4) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the submittal of 

the report required by paragraph (3), the Comptroller General of the United States shall submit to 

Congress a report setting forth the following: 

(A) An assessment of the report under paragraph (3). 

(B) Such recommendations as the Comptroller General considers appropriate regarding the 

following: 

(i) Mechanisms to increase awareness of the My Career Advancement Account program 

among military spouses who are eligible to participate in the program. 

(ii) Mechanisms to increase participation in the My Career Advancement Account program 

among military spouses who are eligible to participate in the program. 
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(b) Training For Installation Career Counselors On MyCAA Program .—The 

Secretaries of the military departments shall take appropriate actions to ensure that career 

counselors at military installations receive appropriate training and current information on 

eligibility for and use of benefits under the My Career Advancement Account program, including 

financial assistance to cover costs associated with professional recertification, portability of 

occupational licenses, professional credential exams, and other mechanisms in connection with 

the portability of professional licenses. 

(c) Report  On Expansion Of SECO Program.—The Secretary of Defense shall 

submit to Congress a report setting forth a proposal for the expansion of specialized coaching 

modules within the Spouse Education and Career Opportunities (SECO) Program of the 

Department of Defense. 

SEC. 2. MILITARY FAMILY CHILD CARE MATTERS. 

 (1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall implement a policy to permit the 

issuance of clearances on a provisional or interim basis for the provision of childcare services at 

military childcare centers. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The policy required by this subsection shall provide for the following: 

(A) Any clearance issued under the policy shall be temporary and contingent upon the 

satisfaction of such requirements for the issuance of a clearance on a permanent basis as the 

Secretary considers appropriate. 

(B) Any individual issued a clearance on a provisional or interim basis under the policy 

shall be subject to such supervision in the provision of childcare services using such clearance as 

the Secretary considers appropriate. 

(3) CLEARANCE DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term “clearance”, with respect to an 

individual and the provision of childcare services, means the formal approval of the individual, 

after appropriate vetting and other review, to provide childcare services to children at a military 

childcare center of the Department of Defense. 

SEC. 3. PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS ON HEALTH, SAFETY, WELFARE, AND 

MORALE OF MILITARY FAMILIES. 
(a) Plan For Initiative Required .—The Secretary of Defense shall, acting through the 

Office of Community Relations of the Department of Defense, submit to Congress a report 

setting forth a proposal for one or more initiatives between the military departments and 

appropriate non-Federal entities for public-private partnerships designed to support and enhance 

the health, safety, welfare, and morale of military families. The initiatives shall be designed to 

provide the military departments flexibility in the commitment of resources to the partnerships 

according to the unique requirements of the military departments and the Armed Forces. 

(b) Initiative Elements .—In identifying appropriate elements for the initiatives 

described in subsection (a), the Secretary shall take into account the results of the following: 

(1) Two current studies by the Office of the Secretary of Defense on the health, safety, 

welfare, and morale of military families. 

(2) The public-private partnership initiative of the Department of Veterans Affairs on the 

health, safety, welfare, and morale of families of veterans. 

SEC. 4. SMALL BUSINESS ACTIVITIES OF MILITARY SPOUSES ON MILITARY 

INSTALLATIONS. 
(a) Assessment Of Small Business Activity .—The Secretary of Defense shall submit 

to Congress a report setting forth an assessment of the feasibility and advisability of encouraging 

entrepreneurship among military spouses by permitting military spouses to engage in small 

business activities on military installations and in partnership with commissaries, exchange 

stores, and other morale, welfare, and recreation facilities of the Armed Forces. 

(b) Elements.—The assessment shall— 
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(1) take into account the usage by military spouses of installation facilities, utilities, and 

other resources in the conduct of small business activities on military installations and such other 

matters in connection with the conduct of such business activities by military spouses as the 

Secretary considers appropriate; and 

(2) seek to identify mechanisms to ensure that costs and fees associated with the usage by 

military spouses of such facilities, utilities, and other resources in connection with such business 

activities does not meaningfully curtail or eliminate the opportunity for military spouses to profit 

reasonably from such business activities. 

SEC. 5. REPORT ON ASSESSMENT OF FREQUENCY OF PERMANENT CHANGES OF 

STATION OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES ON EMPLOYMENT AMONG 

MILITARY SPOUSES. 
(a) In General .—The Secretary of Defense shall submit to Congress a report setting forth 

an assessment of the effects of the frequency of permanent changes of station (PCS) of members 

of the Armed Forces on stability of employment among military spouses. 

(b) Elements.—The report under subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) An assessment of the effects of the frequency of permanent changes of station of 

members of the Armed Forces on stability of employment among military spouses, including the 

contribution of frequent permanent changes of station to unemployment or underemployment 

among military spouses. 

(2) An assessment of the effects of unemployment and underemployment among military 

spouses on force readiness. 

(3) Such recommendations as the Secretary considers appropriate regarding legislative or 

administration action to achieve force readiness and stabilization through the minimization of the 

impacts of frequent permanent changes on stability of employment among military spouses. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 2129 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. PETERS (for himself, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 

Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and 

Mr. WARNER) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 

on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to establish a punitive article in the Uniform Code of Military 

Justice on domestic violence, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Military Domestic Violence Reporting Enhancement Act”. 

SEC. 2. PUNITIVE ARTICLE IN THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE ON 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. 
(a) PUNITIVE ARTICLE .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter X of chapter 47 of title 10, United States Code (the 

Uniform Code of Military Justice), is amended by inserting after the item relating to section 928 

(article 128) the following new section (article): 

“§ 928a. Art. 128a. Domestic violence 
“(a) DOMESTIC V IOLENCE .—Any person subject to this chapter who, unlawfully and 

with force or violence, attempts, offers to, or does intimidate, manipulate, humiliate, isolate, 

frighten, terrorize, coerce, threaten, blame, hurt, injure, or wound another person of whom the 

person is an intimate partner is guilty of domestic violence and shall be punished as a court-

martial may direct. 

“(b) AGGRAVATED DOMESTIC V IOLENCE .—Any person subject to this chapter who, in 

committing domestic violence, uses a weapon, means, or force in a manner likely to produce 

death or grievous bodily harm is guilty of aggravated domestic violence and shall be punished as 

a court-martial may direct. 

“(c) INTIMATE PARTNER DEFINED .—In this section, the term ‘intimate partner’, in the 

case of a person, means another person— 

“(1) who is the spouse or former spouse of the person; 

“(2) who shares a child in common with the person; 

“(3) who cohabits or has cohabited with the person; 

“(4) who is a dating partner of the person; or 

“(5) of whom the person is situated as a parent or guardian or is similarly situated.” 
 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title10-chapter47-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 957 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mrs. Shaheen (for herself, Ms. Baldwin, Mr. Bennet, Mr. Blumenthal, Mr. Booker, Mr. Brown, Ms. Cantwell, 

Mr. Cardin, Mr. Coons, Ms. Cortez Masto, Mr. Durbin, Mrs. Feinstein, Mr. Franken, Mrs. Gillibrand, 

Ms. Harris, Ms. Hassan, Mr. Heinrich, Ms. Hirono, Ms. Klobuchar, Mr. Markey, Mr. Menendez, 

Mr. Merkley, Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Murray, Mr. Reed, Mr. Sanders, Ms. Stabenow, Mr. Tester, Mr. Van 

Hollen, Ms. Warren, Mr. Whitehouse, Mr. Wyden, Mr. Kaine, and Mr. Peters) introduced the following 

bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to ensure that women members of the Armed Forces and their 

families have access to the contraception they need in order to promote the health and readiness 

of all members of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1.  FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) Women are serving in the Armed Forces at increasing rates, playing a critical role in the 

national security of the United States. Women comprise just over 15 percent of military service 

members and more than 200,000 women serve on active duty in the Armed Forces or in the 

Selected Reserve. 

(2) More than 95 percent of women serving in the military are of reproductive age. And 

approximately 1,100,000 female spouses and dependents of active duty military personnel are of 

reproductive age. 

(3) TRICARE covered approximately 1,400,000 women of reproductive age in 2015, 

including female spouses and dependents of active duty military personnel. For approximately 

900,000 of these women, TRICARE was their only source of coverage. 

(4) Contraception is critical for women's health and is highly effective at reducing 

unintended pregnancy. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention describe contraception as 

one of the 10 greatest public health achievements of the twentieth century. 

(5) Contraceptive access is strongly connected to women’s greater educational and 

professional opportunities and increased lifetime earnings. Increased wages and increased 

control over reproductive decisions provide women with educational and professional 

opportunities that have increased gender equality over the decades since contraception was 

introduced. 

(6) Studies have shown that when cost barriers to the full range of methods of contraception 

are eliminated, and women receive comprehensive counseling on the various methods of 

contraception (including highly effective and more expensive Long-Acting Reversible 

Contraceptives (LARCs)), rates of unintended pregnancy decline. Costs can be prohibitive, 

particularly for LARCs which can have high upfront costs. 

(7) Research has also shown that investments in effective contraception save public and 

private dollars. 

(8) Under the TRICARE program, servicewomen on active duty have full coverage of all 

prescription drugs, including contraception, without cost-sharing requirements. However, 
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servicewomen not on active duty and female dependents of members of the Armed Forces do not 

have similar coverage of all prescription methods of contraception approved by the Food and 

Drug Administration without cost-sharing. 

(9) Studies indicate that servicewomen need comprehensive counseling for pregnancy 

prevention, particularly in their predeployment preparations, and the lack thereof is contributing 

to unintended pregnancies among servicewomen. 

(10) Research studies based on the Department of Defense Survey of Health Related 

Behaviors Among Active Duty Military Personnel found a high unintended rate of pregnancy 

among servicewomen. Adjusting for the difference between age distributions in the Armed 

Forces and the general population, the rate of unintended pregnancy among servicewomen is 

higher than among the general population. 

(11) The Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) has 

recommended that all the Armed Forces, to the extent that they have not already, implement 

initiatives that inform servicemembers of the importance of family planning, educate them on 

methods of contraception, and make various methods of contraception available, based on the 

finding that family planning can increase the overall readiness and quality of life of all members 

of the Armed Forces. 

(12) Health care, including family planning for survivors of sexual assault in the Armed 

Forces is a critical issue, particularly given the prevalence of sexual assault in the military. 

Recent data show that women in the military are five times more likely to be victims of sexual 

assault than men. Servicewomen who are survivors of sexual assault should not be treated 

differently from civilian survivors. The Department of Defense reported that there were more 

than 3,000 reported sexual assaults involving service members in fiscal year 2011. 

(13) Servicewomen on active duty report rates of unwanted sexual contact at approximately 

16 times those of the comparable general population of women in the United States. Through 

regulations, the Department of Defense already supports a policy of ensuring that servicewomen 

who are sexually assaulted have access to emergency contraception. 

SEC. 3. CONTRACEPTION COVERAGE PARITY UNDER THE TRICARE PROGRAM. 
(a)  Care Related To Prevention Of Pregnancy .—Female covered beneficiaries shall be 

entitled to care related to the prevention of pregnancy described in subsection (d)(3). 

“(b) Prohibition On Cost-Sharing For Certain Services .—Notwithstanding section 

1074g(a)(6), section 1075, or section 1075a of this title or any other provision of law, cost-

sharing may not be imposed or collected for care related to the prevention of pregnancy provided 

pursuant to subsection (a) or (b), including for any method of contraception provided, whether 

provided through a facility of the uniformed services, the TRICARE retail pharmacy program, or 

the national mail-order pharmacy program.”. 

(c) Care Related To Prevention Of Pregnancy.—Subsection (d)(3) of such section, 

as redesignated by subsection (a)(2), is further amended by inserting before the period at the end 

the following: “(including all methods of contraception approved by the Food and Drug 

Administration, contraceptive care (including with respect to insertion, removal, and follow up), 

sterilization procedures, and patient education and counseling in connection therewith)”. 

SEC. 4. EDUCATION ON FAMILY PLANNING FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 

FORCES. 
(a) Education Programs.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary of Defense shall establish a uniform standard curriculum that will be used in education 

programs on family planning for all members of the Armed Forces, including both men and 

women members. 

SEC. 5. PREGNANCY PREVENTION ASSISTANCE AT MILITARY TREATMENT 

FACILITIES FOR WOMEN WHO ARE SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. 
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(a) Purpose.—The purpose of this section is to provide in statute, and to enhance, existing 

regulations that require health care providers at military treatment facilities to consult with 

survivors of sexual assault once clinically stable regarding options for emergency contraception 

and any necessary follow-up care, including the provision of emergency contraception. 

(b) In General .—The assistance specified in subsection (c) shall be provided at every 

military treatment facility to the following: 

(1) Any woman who presents at a military treatment facility and states to personnel of the 

facility that she is a victim of sexual assault or is accompanied by another individual who states 

that the woman is a victim of sexual assault. 

(2) Any woman who presents at a military treatment facility and is reasonably believed by 

personnel of such facility to be a survivor of sexual assault. 

(c) Assistance.—The assistance specified in this subsection shall include the following: 

(A) The prompt provision by appropriate staff of the military treatment facility of 

comprehensive, medically and factually accurate, and unbiased written and oral information 

about all methods of emergency contraception approved by the Food and Drug Administration. 

(B) The prompt provision by such staff of emergency contraception to a woman upon her 

request. 

(C) Notification to the woman of her right to confidentiality in the receipt of care and 

services pursuant to this section. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 116 

 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mrs. Duckworth (for herself and Mr. TESTER) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 

A BILL 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to permit veterans who have a service-connected, permanent 

disability rated as total to travel on military aircraft in the same manner and to the same extent as 

retired members of the Armed Forces entitled to such travel. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. TRANSPORTATION ON MILITARY AIRCRAFT ON A SPACE-AVAILABLE 

BASIS FOR DISABLED VETERANS WITH A SERVICE-CONNECTED, PERMANENT 

DISABILITY RATED AS TOTAL. 
 “(A) SPECIAL PRIORITY FOR CERTAIN D ISABLED VETERANS .— (1) The Secretary 

of Defense shall provide transportation on scheduled and unscheduled military flights within the 

continental United States and on scheduled overseas flights operated by the Air Mobility 

Command on a space-available basis for any veteran with a service-connected, permanent 

disability rated as total. 

“(B) Notwithstanding subsection (d)(1), in establishing space-available transportation 

priorities under the travel program, the Secretary shall provide transportation under paragraph (1) 

on the same basis as such transportation is provided to members of the armed forces entitled to 

retired or retainer pay. 

“(3) The requirement to provide transportation on Department of Defense aircraft on a 

space-available basis on the priority basis described in paragraph (2) to veterans covered by this 

subsection applies whether or not the travel program is established under this section. 

“(4) In this subsection, the terms ‘veteran’ and ‘service-connected’ have the meanings given 

those terms in section 101 of title 38.”. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE .—Subsection (f) of section 2641b of title 10, United States Code, as 

added by subsection (a)(2) of this section, shall take effect at the end of the 90-day period 

beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act. 
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Legislation Summaries 

Committee on Environment and Public Works 
 

Republicans:  

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

66 Barrasso S. 1036 

To require the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of 

Agriculture to provide certain Western States assistance in the 

development of statewide conservation and management plans for 

the protection and recovery of sage-grouse species, and for other 

purposes. 

69 Moore Capito S. 518 

To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to provide for 

technical assistance for small treatment works. 

 

71 Boozman S. 80 

To protect the right of individuals to bear arms at water resources 

development projects. 

 

72 Ernst S. 2421 

To amend the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 to provide an exemption 

from certain notice requirements and penalties for releases of 

hazardous substances from animal waste at farms. 

 

74 Crapo S. 340 

To clarify Congressional intent regarding the regulation of the use of 

pesticides in or near navigable waters, and for other purposes. 

 

76 Toomey S. 3394 
To establish a national mercury monitoring program, and for other 

purposes. 

79 Hoeven S. 1324 

To require the Administrator of the Environmental Protection 

Agency to fulfill certain requirements before regulating standards of 

performance for new, modified, and reconstructed fossil fuel-fired 

electric utility generating units, and for other purposes. 

81 Lankford S. 1512 

To prohibit the Secretary of Energy, the Administrator of the 

Environmental Protection Agency, the Secretary of the Interior, the 

Secretary of Transportation, and the Chair of the Council on 

Environmental Quality from considering, in taking any action, the 

social cost of carbon, the social cost of methane, the social cost of 

nitrous oxide, or the social cost of any other greenhouse gas, unless 

compliant with Office of Management and Budget guidance, and for 

other purposes. 

83 Daines S. 2509 
To establish the National Park Restoration Fund, and for other 

purposes 
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85 Hyde-Smith S. 28 
To reauthorize the United States-Jordan Defense Cooperation Act of 

2015, and for other purposes. 

 

Legislation Summaries 

Committee on Environment and Public Works 
 

Democrats: 

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

87 Carper S. 3394 
To establish a national mercury monitoring program, and for other 

purposes. 

89 Whitehouse S. 1401 

To amend the Safe Drinking Water Act to address lead 

contamination in school drinking water. 

 

  91 Merkley S. 1497 
To amend title 40, United States Code, to provide a lactation room 

in public buildings, and for other purposes. 

93 Booker S. 2771 

To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to require the 

Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency to provide 

grants for the construction, refurbishing, and servicing of 

individual household decentralized wastewater systems to 

individuals with low or moderate income. 

 

95 Udall S. 1700 

To amend the Energy Policy and Conservation Act to establish a 

WaterSense program within the Enivronmental Protection 

Agency, and for other purposes. 

97 Warner S. 3172 

To amend title 54, United States Code, to establish, fund, and 

provide for the use of amounts in a National Park Service Legacy 

Restoration Fund to address the maintenance backlog of the 

National Park Service, and for other purposes. 

 

100 Schatz S. 999 

To amend the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to permanently 

prohibit the conduct of offshore drilling on the outer Continental 

Shelf in the Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic, North Atlantic, and 

Straits of Florida planning areas. 

101 Harris S. 3499 

To provide grants for projects to acquire land and water for parks 

and other outdoor recreation purposes and to develop new or 

renovate existing outdoor recreation facilities. 

 

103 
Cortez 

Masto 
S. 820 

To designate a portion of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as 

wilderness. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 1036 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HELLER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ENZI, Mr. LEE, 

and Mr. DAINES) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 

Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 
To require the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture to provide certain Western 

States assistance in the development of statewide conservation and management plans for the 

protection and recovery of sage-grouse species, and for other purposes. 

SEC. 1. GREATER SAGE-GROUSE PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION MEASURES. 
(a) PURPOSES .—The purposes of this section are— 

(1) to allow States— 

(A) to determine the appropriate management of sage-grouse species according to State-

created conservation and management plans that address the key threats to sage-grouse species 

and the habitat of sage-grouse species within the States; and 

(B) to demonstrate that those Statewide plans can protect and recover sage-grouse species 

within the States; and 

(2) to require the Secretary to implement recommendations contained in Statewide plans for 

the management of sage-grouse species and the habitat of sage-grouse species on Federal land. 

 (1) LIST OF DESIGNEES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after that date of receipt from a covered 

Western State of a notice described in subparagraph (B), the Secretary shall provide to the 

Governor of the covered Western State a list of designees of the Department of the Interior or the 

Department of Agriculture, as applicable, who will represent the Secretary in assisting in the 

development and implementation of the Statewide plan. 

(B) DESCRIPTION OF NOTICE.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—A notice referred to in subparagraph (A) is a notice that a covered 

Western State— 

(I) is initiating, or has previously initiated, development of a Statewide plan in accordance 

with clause (ii); or 

(II) has previously submitted to the Secretary a Statewide plan in accordance with clause 

(ii). 

(ii) CONTENTS.—A notice under this subparagraph shall include— 

(I) an invitation to the Secretary to participate in the development or implementation of the 

Statewide plan of the applicable covered Western State; and 

(II) a statement that the covered Western State— 
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(aa) has prepared or will prepare, by not later than 1 year after the date of submission of the 

notice, a Statewide plan that will protect and manage sage-grouse species and the habitat of sage-

grouse species to the point that designation of sage-grouse species as a threatened or endangered 

species under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 is no longer necessary in the covered Western 

State; and 

(bb) will— 

(AA) collect monitoring data such as sage-grouse species population trends, fuel reduction, 

predator control, invasive species control, the condition of sage-grouse species habitat, or other 

parameters that address the primary threats to sage-grouse species in the covered Western State 

to address how the threats identified in the Statewide plan are being reduced and how the 

objectives identified in the Statewide plan are being met; and 

(BB) provide to the Secretary relevant data regarding the health of sage-grouse species 

populations, the condition of sage-grouse species habitat, and activities relating to the 

implementation of the Statewide plan on an annual basis under this section. 

(iii) TIMING.—To be eligible to participate in a planning process under this section, not 

later than 120 days after the date of enactment of this Act, a covered Western State shall submit 

to the Secretary a notice described in subparagraph (B). 

(2) ACCESS TO INFORMATION.—Not later than 60 days after the date of receipt from a 

covered Western State of a notice described in paragraph (1)(B), the Secretary shall provide to 

the covered Western State all relevant scientific data, research, and information regarding sage-

grouse species and habitat within the covered Western State for use by appropriate State 

personnel to assist the covered Western State in the development and implementation of the 

Statewide plan. 

(d) RECOGNITION OF STATEWIDE PLAN .—Notwithstanding any other provision of law 

or equity, if the Secretary receives from a covered Western State a Statewide plan by the date 

that is 1 year after the date of receipt of a notice under subsection (c)(1) from the covered 

Western State, the Secretary shall— 

(1) when taking any action that could impact the sage-grouse species or the habitat of the 

species, manage all public land and National Forest System land within the covered Western 

State in accordance with the Statewide plan for a period of not less than 6 years, beginning on 

the date of submission to the Secretary of the Statewide plan in accordance with this section; 

(2) annually— 

(A) review the Statewide plan using the best available science and data, using the objectives 

and goals contained in the Statewide plan as a measure of success; and 

(B) provide to the Governor of the covered Western State recommendations regarding 

improvement of the Statewide plan; 

(3) use the Statewide plan as the basis for all relevant determinations under the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969; 

(4) permit and assist the covered Western State to implement adaptive management, if 

required by the Statewide plan, to respond to sage-grouse species conditions as indicated by 

monitoring data, meteorological conditions, or fire or other events necessitating adaptation of the 

Statewide plan; 

(5) require the covered Western State to submit to the Secretary annual reports regarding the 

implementation of the Statewide plan, including relevant data regarding— 

(A) actions carried out pursuant to the Statewide plan; and 

(B) population trends, fuel reductions, predator control, invasive species control, the 

condition of sage-grouse habitat, and other parameters that address the primary threats to sage-

grouse species in the covered Western State; 

(6) require the covered Western State— 



 68 

(A) to monitor appropriate sage-grouse species and habitat data for a period of not less than 

5 years, beginning on the date of submission of the Statewide plan; and 

(B) to submit to the Secretary, not later than 6 years after the date of submission of the 

Statewide plan and in accordance with applicable scientific protocols, a report that includes— 

(i) a description of the status of implementation of the Statewide plan and progress made in 

achieving the objectives and goals of the Statewide plan, including relevant data regarding sage-

grouse species population trends, fuel reductions, predator control, invasive species control, the 

condition of sage-grouse species habitat, and other parameters that address the primary threats to 

sage-grouse in the covered Western State; 

(ii) an estimate of additional time needed, if any, for implementation of the Statewide plan; 

and 

(iii) necessary modifications to the Statewide plan to enhance the achievement of the 

objectives and goals of the Statewide plan; and 

(7) assist the covered Western State in monitoring and collecting relevant data on Federal 

land to assess sage-grouse species population trends, fuel reductions, predator control, invasive 

species control, the condition of sage-grouse species habitat, and other parameters that address 

the primary threats to sage-grouse in the covered Western State. 

 (f) EXISTING STATE PLANS .—The Secretary shall— 

(1) give effect to a Statewide conservation and management plan for the protection and 

recovery of sage-grouse species within a covered Western State that is submitted by the covered 

Western State and approved or endorsed by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service before 

the date of enactment of this Act; and 

(2) for purposes of subsections (d) and (e), treat such a plan as a Statewide plan in 

accordance with that subsection. 

(g) ACTIONS PURSUANT TO NEPA.—An action proposed to be carried out pursuant to 

the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 in a covered Western State may not be denied or 

restricted solely on the basis of the presence or protection of sage-grouse species in the covered 

Western State, if the action is consistent with the Statewide plan of the covered Western State. 

(h) AUTHORITY TO EXTEND PLAN IMPLEMENTATION .—On review of the report of a 

covered Western State under subsection (d)(6)(B), the Secretary may extend the provisions of 

this Act for a period not to exceed an additional 6 years with the consent of the covered Western 

State. 

SEC. 2. RANGELAND FIRE PREVENTION, MANAGEMENT, AND RESTORATION. 
The Secretary of the Interior shall for a period of not less than 6 years, beginning on the 

date of enactment of this Act, fully implement the order of the Secretary numbered 3336 and 

dated January 5, 2015, to prevent and suppress rangeland fire and restore sagebrush landscapes 

impacted by fire across the Western United States, including controlling the spread of invasive 

species in landscapes impacted by fire. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

S. 518 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mrs. Capito (for herself,  Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. FRANKEN, 

Ms. HIRONO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. TESTER, and 

Mr. ENZI) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 

To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to provide for technical assistance for small 

treatment works. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR SMALL TREATMENT WORKS. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Title II of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1281 et 

seq.) is amended by adding at the end the following: 

“SEC. 222. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR SMALL TREATMENT WORKS. 
“(a) DEFINITIONS .—In this section: 

“(1) QUALIFIED NONPROFIT SMALL TREATMENT WORKS TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE PROVIDER.—The term ‘qualified nonprofit small treatment works technical 

assistance provider’ means a nonprofit organization that, as determined by the Administrator— 

“(A) is qualified and experienced in providing training and technical assistance to small 

treatment works; and 

“(B) the small treatment works in the State finds to be the most beneficial and effective. 

“(2) SMALL TREATMENT WORKS.—The term ‘small treatment works’ means a publicly 

owned treatment works serving not more than 10,000 individuals. 

“(b) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE .—The Administrator may use amounts made available to 

carry out this section to provide grants or cooperative agreements to qualified nonprofit small 

treatment works technical assistance providers to provide to owners and operators of small 

treatment works onsite technical assistance, circuit rider technical assistance programs, multi-

State, regional technical assistance programs, and onsite and regional training, to assist the 

small treatment works in achieving compliance with this Act or obtaining financing under this 

Act for eligible projects. 

“(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS .—There are authorized to be appropriated 

to carry out this section for grants for small treatment works technical assistance, $15,000,000 

for each of fiscal years 2018 through 2022. 

“SEC. 223. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR MEDIUM TREATMENT WORKS. 
“(a) DEFINITIONS .—In this section: 

“(1) MEDIUM TREATMENT WORKS.—The term ‘medium treatment works’ means a 

publicly owned treatment works serving not fewer than 10,001, and not more than 75,000, 

individuals. 

“(2) QUALIFIED NONPROFIT MEDIUM TREATMENT WORKS TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE PROVIDER.—The term ‘qualified nonprofit medium treatment works technical 

assistance provider’ means a qualified nonprofit technical assistance provider of water and 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=33&section=1281
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wastewater services to medium-sized communities that provides technical assistance (including 

circuit rider technical assistance programs, multi-State, regional assistance programs, and 

training and preliminary engineering evaluations) to owners and operators of medium treatment 

works, which may include a State agency. 

“(b) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE .—The Administrator may use amounts made available to 

carry out this section to provide grants or cooperative agreements to qualified nonprofit medium 

treatment works technical assistance providers to provide to owners and operators of medium 

treatment works onsite technical assistance, circuit-rider technical assistance programs, multi-

State, regional technical assistance programs, and onsite and regional training to assist medium 

treatment works that are facing difficulty in achieving compliance with this Act or obtaining 

financing under this Act for eligible projects. 
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116th Congress 

1st Session 

S. 80 
   

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Boozeman (for himself and Mr. Risch) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 

and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works  
   

A BILL 
To protect the right of individuals to bear arms at water resources development projects.  
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  
SECTION 1. PROTECTING THE RIGHT OF INDIVIDUALS TO BEAR ARMS AT 

WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.  
The Secretary of the Army shall not promulgate or enforce any regulation that prohibits an 

individual from possessing a firearm, including an assembled or functional firearm, in any area 

open to the public (other than a Federal facility as defined in section 930(g) of title 18, United 

States Code) at a water resources development project covered under section 327.0 of title 36, 

Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date of enactment of this Act), if—  
(1) the individual is not otherwise prohibited by law from possessing the firearm; and  
(2) the possession of the firearm is in compliance with the law of the State in which the water 

resources development project is located.  
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 2421 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mrs. ERNST (for herself, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. ROBERTS, Ms. HEITKAMP, 

Mr. COONS, Mr. CARPER, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. WARNER, Mrs.MCCASKILL, Mr. INHOFE, 

Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MORAN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WICKER, Ms. SMITH, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. CASEY, and 

Mr. BENNET) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 

To amend the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 to 

provide an exemption from certain notice requirements and penalties for releases of hazardous 

substances from animal waste at farms. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Fair Agricultural Reporting Method Act” or the “FARM 

Act”. 

SEC. 2. EXEMPTIONS FROM CERTAIN NOTICE REQUIREMENTS AND PENALTIES. 
Section 103 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 

Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9603) is amended by striking subsection (e) and inserting the following: 

“(e) APPLICABILITY TO REGISTERED PESTICIDE PRODUCTS AND A IR  EMISSIONS 

FROM ANIMAL WASTE AT FARMS .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—This section shall not apply to— 

“(A) the application of a pesticide product registered under the Federal Insecticide, 

Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136 et seq.) or the handling and storage of such a 

pesticide product by an agricultural producer; or 

“(B) air emissions from animal waste (including decomposing animal waste) at a farm. 

“(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 

“(A) ANIMAL WASTE.— 

“(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘animal waste’ means feces, urine, or other excrement, 

digestive emission, urea, or similar substances emitted by animals (including any form of 

livestock, poultry, or fish). 

“(ii) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘animal waste’ includes animal waste that is mixed or 

commingled with bedding, compost, feed, soil, or any other material typically found with such 

waste. 

“(B) FARM.—The term ‘farm’ means a site or area (including associated structures) that— 

“(i) is used for— 

“(I) the production of a crop; or 

“(II) the raising or selling of animals (including any form of livestock, poultry, or fish); and 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=9603
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=7&section=136
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“(ii) under normal conditions, produces during a farm year any agricultural products with a 

total value equal to not less than $1,000.”. 

SEC. 3. APPLICATION. 
Nothing in this Act or an amendment made by this Act affects, or supersedes or modifies 

the responsibility or authority of any Federal official or employee to comply with or enforce, any 

requirement under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 

Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), other than the hazardous substance notification 

requirements under section 103 of that Act (42 U.S.C. 9603) with respect to air emissions from 

animal waste at farms. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 340 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. DONNELLY, 

Mr. ENZI, Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. MORAN, Mr. RISCH, 

Mr. ROBERTS, and Mr. THUNE) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 

Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 

To clarify Congressional intent regarding the regulation of the use of pesticides in or near navigable 

waters, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Sensible Environmental Protection Act of 2017”. 

SEC. 2. USE OF AUTHORIZED PESTICIDES; DISCHARGES OF PESTICIDES; REPORT. 
(a) USE OF AUTHORIZED PESTICIDES .—Section 3(f) of the Federal Insecticide, 

Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136a(f)) is amended by adding at the end the 

following: 

“(5) USE OF AUTHORIZED PESTICIDES.—Except as provided in section 402(s) of the 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1342), the Administrator or a State shall not 

require a permit under that Act for a discharge from a point source into navigable waters of— 

“(A) a pesticide authorized for sale, distribution, or use under this Act; or 

“(B) the residue of the pesticide, resulting from the application of the pesticide.”. 

(b) D ISCHARGES OF PESTICIDES .—Section 402 of the Federal Water Pollution Control 

Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) is amended by adding at the end the following: 

“(s) D ISCHARGES OF PESTICIDES .— 

“(1) NO PERMIT REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), a permit shall 

not be required by the Administrator or a State under this Act for a discharge from a point source 

into navigable waters of— 

“(A) a pesticide authorized for sale, distribution, or use under the Federal Insecticide, 

Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136 et seq.); or 

“(B) the residue of the pesticide, resulting from the application of the pesticide. 

“(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to the following discharges of a 

pesticide or pesticide residue: 

“(A) A discharge resulting from the application of a pesticide in violation of a provision of 

the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136 et seq.) relevant to 

protecting water quality if— 

“(i) the discharge would not have occurred without the violation; or 

“(ii) the amount of pesticide or pesticide residue in the discharge is greater than would have 

occurred without the violation. 

“(B) Stormwater discharges subject to regulation under subsection (p). 

“(C) The following discharges subject to regulation under this section: 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=7&section=136a
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=33&section=1342
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=33&section=1342
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=7&section=136
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=7&section=136
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“(i) Manufacturing or industrial effluent. 

“(ii) Treatment works effluent. 

“(iii) Discharges incidental to the normal operation of a vessel, including a discharge 

resulting from ballasting operations or vessel biofouling prevention.”. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, the 

Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, in consultation with the Secretary of 

Agriculture, shall submit a report to the Committee on Environment and Public Works and the 

Committee on Agriculture of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 

and the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives that includes— 

(1) the status of intra-agency coordination between the Office of Water and the Office of 

Pesticide Programs of the Environmental Protection Agency regarding streamlining information 

collection, standards of review, and data use relating to water quality impacts from the 

registration and use of pesticides; 

(2) an analysis of the effectiveness of current regulatory actions relating to pesticide 

registration and use aimed at protecting water quality; and 

(3) any recommendations on how the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 

(7 U.S.C. 136 et seq.) can be modified to better protect water quality and human health. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 3394 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Toomey (for himself and Mr. Carper) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to 

the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 

To establish a national mercury monitoring program, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SEC. 1. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds that— 

(1) mercury is a potent neurotoxin of significant ecological and public health concern; 

(2) it is estimated that approximately 200,000 children born each year in the United States 

are exposed to levels of mercury in the womb that are high enough to impair neurological 

development; 

(3) based on estimates from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, between 2000 

and 2010, between 2 and 6 percent of women in the United States of childbearing age have 

exceeded blood mercury levels determined to be safe by the Environmental Protection Agency; 

(4) exposure to mercury occurs largely by the consumption of contaminated fish, but fish 

and shellfish are important sources of dietary protein and micronutrients, and a healthy fishing 

resource is important to the economy of the United States; 

(5) in many locations, the primary route for mercury input to aquatic ecosystems is 

atmospheric emissions, transport, and deposition; 

(6) existing broad-scale data sets are important but insufficient to track changes in mercury 

levels in the environment over time, test model predictions, and assess the impact of changing 

mercury emissions and deposition; and 

(7) a comprehensive national mercury monitoring network to accurately quantify regional 

and national changes in atmospheric mercury deposition, ecosystem contamination, and 

bioaccumulation of mercury in fish and wildlife in response to changes in mercury emissions 

would help policy makers, scientists, and the public to better understand the sources, 

consequences, and trends of mercury pollution in the United States. 

SEC. 2. MONITORING PROGRAM. 
(a) Establishment.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in consultation with the Director of the United 

States Fish and Wildlife Service, the Director of the United States Geological Survey, the 

Director of the National Park Service, the Administrator of the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, and the heads of other appropriate Federal agencies, shall establish 

a national mercury monitoring program. 

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the program is to track— 

(A) long-term trends in atmospheric mercury concentrations and deposition; and 
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(B) mercury levels in watersheds, surface water, and fish and wildlife in terrestrial, 

freshwater, coastal, and marine ecosystems in response to changing mercury emissions over 

time. 

 (3) DATA COLLECTION AND DISTRIBUTION.—Not later than 1 year after the date of 

enactment of this Act, the Administrator, in coordination with the Advisory Committee, shall 

establish— 

(A) a centralized database for existing and newly collected environmental mercury data that 

can be freely accessed on the Internet; and 

(B) assurance and quality standards for the database under subparagraph (A). 

(b) Functions.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the program, the Administrator, in consultation with the 

appropriate Federal agencies and the Advisory Committee, shall at a minimum carry out 

monitoring described in paragraphs (2) through (4) at the locations selected under subsection 

(a)(3). 

(4) AIR AND WATERSHEDS.—The program, in association with the National 

Atmospheric Deposition Program, shall monitor long-term changes in mercury levels and 

important ancillary measures in the air, including— 

(A) the measurement and recording of wet mercury deposition; 

(B) an estimation of— 

(i) dry mercury deposition (such as litter mercury deposition); 

(ii) mercury flux; and 

(iii) mercury export; and 

(C) the measurement of mercury isotopes and ancillary measurements to fully understand 

the transport, cycling, and transformations of mercury through ecosystems. 

(5) WATER AND SOIL CHEMISTRY.—The program, in association with the 

WaterWatch Program established by the United States Geological Survey, shall monitor long-

term changes in mercury and methyl mercury levels and important ancillary measures in the 

water and soil or sediments, including— 

(A) extraction and analysis of soil and sediment cores; 

(B) measurement and recording of total mercury and methyl mercury concentration in 

surface sediments; and 

(C) measurement and recording of total mercury and methyl mercury concentration in 

surface waters. 

(6) AQUATIC AND TERRESTRIAL ORGANISMS.—The program, in association with 

the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the Inventory and Monitoring Division of the 

National Park Service, shall monitor long-term changes in mercury and methyl mercury levels 

and important ancillary measures in marine, freshwater, and terrestrial organisms, including— 

(A) measurement and recording of total mercury and methyl mercury concentrations in— 

(i) invertebrates; 

(ii) yearling or lower trophic level fish; and 

(iii) commercially, recreationally, or conservation relevant fish; and 

(B) measurement and recording of total mercury concentrations in— 

(i) selected insect- and fish-eating birds; and 

(ii) selected insect- and fish-eating mammals. 

SEC. 3. ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 
(a) Establishment.—The Administrator, in consultation with the Director of the United 

States Fish and Wildlife Service, the Director of the United States Geological Survey, the 

Director of the National Park Service, the Administrator of the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, and the heads of other appropriate Federal agencies, shall establish 
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a scientific advisory committee, to be known as the “Mercury Monitoring Advisory Committee”, 

to advise the Administrator and those Federal agencies on the establishment, site selection, 

measurement, recording protocols, and operation of the program. 

(b) Membership.—The Advisory Committee shall consist of scientists who are not 

employees of the Federal Government, including— 

(1) 3 scientists appointed by the Administrator; 

(2) 2 scientists appointed by the Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service; 

(3) 2 scientists appointed by the Director of the United States Geological Survey; 

(4) 2 scientists appointed by the Director of the National Park Service; and 

(5) 2 scientists appointed by the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration. 

SEC. 4. REPORTS AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE. 
(a) Reports.—Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act and every 2 

years thereafter, the Administrator shall submit to Congress a report on the program, including 

data on relevant temporal trends and spatial gradients in mercury contamination in the 

environment. 

(b) Assessment.—Not less frequently than once every 4 years, the report required under 

subsection (a) shall include an assessment of mercury deposition rates that need to be achieved in 

order to prevent adverse human and ecological effects. 

(c) Availability Of Data.—The Administrator shall make all data obtained under this 

Act available to the public through a dedicated website and on written request. 

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this Act— 

(1) $37,000,000 for fiscal year 2019; 

(2) $29,000,000 for fiscal year 2020; and 

(3) $29,000,000 for fiscal year 2021. 
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  S. 1324 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. HOEVEN, introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Environment and Public Works

 

A BILL 

To require the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency to fulfill certain requirements 

before regulating standards of performance for new, modified, and reconstructed fossil fuel-fired 

electric utility generating units, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Affordable Reliable Electricity Now Act of 2015”. 

SEC. 2. STANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE FOR NEW, MODIFIED, AND 

RECONSTRUCTED FOSSIL FUEL-FIRED ELECTRIC UTILITY GENERATING 

UNITS. 
(a) L IMITATION .—The Administrator may not issue, implement, or enforce any proposed 

or final rule, in whole or in part, under section 111 of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7411) that 

establishes a standard of performance for emissions of any greenhouse gas from any new source, 

modified source, or reconstructed source that is a fossil fuel-fired electric utility generating unit, 

unless that rule meets the requirements of subsections (b) and (c). 

(b) REQUIREMENTS .—In issuing any rule pursuant to section 111 of the Clean Air Act (42 

U.S.C. 7411) establishing standards of performance for emissions of any greenhouse gas from 

new sources, modified sources, or reconstructed sources that are fossil fuel-fired electric utility 

generating units, the Administrator, for purposes of establishing those standards— 

(1) shall separate sources fueled with coal and natural gas into separate categories; and 

(2) shall not establish a standard based on the best system of emission reduction for new 

sources within a fossil-fuel category unless— 

(A) the standard has been achieved, on average, for at least 1 continuous 12-month period 

(excluding planned outages) by each of at least 6 units within that category— 

(i) each of which is located at a different electric generating station in the United States; 

(ii) that, collectively, are representative of the operating characteristics of electric 

generation at different locations in the United States; and 

(iii) each of which is operated for the entire 12-month period on a full commercial basis; 

and 

(B) no results obtained from any demonstration project are used in setting the standard. 

(c) COAL W ITH CERTAIN HEAT CONTENT .— 

(1) SEPARATE SUBCATEGORY.—In carrying out subsection (b)(1), the Administrator 

shall establish a separate subcategory for new sources, modified sources, or reconstructed 

sources that are fossil fuel-fired electric utility generating units using coal with an average heat 

content of 8,300 or less British Thermal Units per pound. 

(2) STANDARD.—Notwithstanding subsection (b)(2), in issuing any rule pursuant to 

section 111 of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7411) establishing standards of performance for 
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emissions of any greenhouse gas from new, modified, or reconstructed sources in the 

subcategory referred to in paragraph (1), the Administrator shall not establish a standard based 

on the best system of emission reduction unless— 

(A) that standard has been achieved, on average, for at least 1 continuous 12-month period 

(excluding planned outages) by each of at least 3 units within that subcategory— 

(i) each of which is located at a different electric generating station in the United States; 

(ii) which, collectively, are representative of the operating characteristics of electric 

generation at different locations in the United States; and 

(iii) each of which is operated for the entire 12-month period on a full commercial basis; 

and 

(B) no results obtained from any demonstration project are used in establishing that 

standard. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 1512 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. LANKFORD (for himself, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr. BLUNT) introduced the 

following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 

To prohibit the Secretary of Energy, the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, the 

Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Transportation, and the Chair of the Council on 

Environmental Quality from considering, in taking any action, the social cost of carbon, the 

social cost of methane, the social cost of nitrous oxide, or the social cost of any other greenhouse 

gas, unless compliant with Office of Management and Budget guidance, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds that— 

(1) as a tool to justify Federal actions by the Secretary of Energy, the Administrator of the 

Environmental Protection Agency, the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Transportation, 

and the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality to address greenhouse gas emissions, 

including the regulation or prohibition of the exploration, mining, production, and use of coal 

and other fossil fuels as energy sources, the social cost of greenhouse gases, specifically the 

social cost of carbon, the social cost of methane, and the social cost of nitrous oxide, represents 

the hypothetical cost of 1 incremental ton of carbon dioxide, methane, or nitrous oxide emissions  

(2) while the document of the Office of Management and Budget entitled “Circular A–4” 

and dated September 17, 2003, specifies that, in carrying out an evaluation of the global effects 

of a rule, regulation, or action, the evaluation shall be reported separately from domestic costs 

and benefits of that rule, regulation, or action, the social cost of carbon, the social cost of 

methane, and the social cost of nitrous oxide instead calculates the global benefits in lieu of, not 

in addition to, the domestic costs of a rule, regulation, or action; 

(3) the use of the estimates of the social cost of greenhouse gases, including the estimates 

for the social cost of carbon, the social cost of methane, and the social cost of nitrous oxide, in 

the rulemakings and other actions of the Department of Energy, the Environmental Protection 

Agency, the Department of the Interior, the Department of Transportation, and the Council on 

Environmental Quality was without— 

(A) an adequate opportunity for public notice and comment; and 

(B) rigorous scientific peer review; 

(4) the Environmental Protection Agency relied on— 

(A) the interagency working group estimate of the social cost of methane, without 

appropriate peer review or opportunity for public notice and comment, in attempting to justify 

cost and benefits— 

(5) The head of each Federal agency must include the social cost of carbon in any 

consideration of the effect of greenhouse gas emissions; 

(6) continued use of the social cost of greenhouse gases, including the social cost of carbon, 

the social cost of methane, and the social cost of nitrous oxide by the Department of Energy, the 
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Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of the Interior, the Department of 

Transportation, and the Council on Environmental Quality ignores sound science; 

(7) Executive Order 13777 (82 Fed. Reg. 12285 (March 1, 2017)) states that the policy of 

the United States is to alleviate any unnecessary regulatory burden on the people of the United 

States; and 

(8) Executive Order 13783 (82 Fed. Reg. 16093 (March 31, 2017))— 

(A) disbands the interagency working group referred to in paragraph (3); 

(B) withdraws the social cost of carbon, the social cost of methane, and the social cost of 

nitrous oxide; and 

(C) directs Federal agencies, in monetizing the value of changes in greenhouse gas 

emissions as a result of a regulation, to follow the document of the Office of Management and 

Budget entitled “Circular A–4” and dated September 17, 2003, by using the discount rates 

specified in that document and evaluating only the domestic effects of the regulation. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term “Administrator” means the Administrator of the 

Environmental Protection Agency. 

SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON CONSIDERING THE SOCIAL COST OF GREENHOUSE GAS, 

INCLUDING THE SOCIAL COST OF CARBON, THE SOCIAL COST OF METHANE, 

AND THE SOCIAL COST OF NITROUS OXIDE. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—The Secretary of Energy, under any authority, the Administrator, under 

the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.), the Secretary of the Interior, under any authority, the 

Secretary of Transportation, under any authority, and the Chair of the Council on Environmental 

Quality, under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), may not 

consider the social cost of carbon, social cost of methane, social cost of nitrous oxide, or social 

cost of greenhouse gas— 

(1) in any rulemaking; 

(2) in the issuance of any guidance; 

(3) in taking any other agency action; or 

(4) as a justification for any rulemaking, guidance document, or agency action. 

(b) EXCEPTION .—The Secretary of Energy, the Administrator, the Secretary of the 

Interior, the Secretary of Transportation, and the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality 

may consider the social cost of carbon, social cost of methane, social cost of nitrous oxide, or 

social cost of greenhouse gas in carrying out an activity described in subsection (a) only if, after 

the date of enactment of this Act— 

(1) a Federal law is enacted that explicitly authorizes the consideration; or 

(2) the Secretary of Energy, the Administrator, the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of 

Transportation, or the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality uses an estimate for the 

social cost of carbon, social cost of methane, social cost of nitrous oxide, or social cost of 

greenhouse gas that— 

(A) complies with the requirements of the document of the Office of Management and 

Budget entitled “Circular A–4” and dated September 17, 2003; 

(B) uses only the discount rates specified in that document; 

(C) considers only the domestic costs and benefits of the activity; and 

(D) has been reviewed by the Director of the Office of Management and Budget for— 

(i) compliance with the document referred to in subparagraph (A); and 

(ii) consistency across Federal agencies. 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=7401
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=4321
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 2509 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Daines (for himself, Mrs. Capito, Mr. Alexander,  Mr. Gardner, Mr. Heinrich, Mr. King, Mr. Manchin, and 

Mr. Tillis) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 
To establish the National Park Restoration Fund, and for other purposes.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. NATIONAL PARK RESTORATION FUND. 

(a) Establishment.—There is established in the Treasury of the United States a special 

fund, to be known as the “National Park Restoration Fund” (referred to in this section as the 

“Fund”). 

(b) Contents.—The Fund shall consist of— 

(1) any amounts deposited in the Fund under subsection (c)(2); and 

(2) any income on investments under subsection (d). 

(c) Deposits To Fund.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 

(A) AVAILABLE RECEIPTS.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—The term “available receipts”, with respect to a fiscal year, means, of 

the amount described in clause (ii) for the fiscal year, the amounts that would otherwise be 

credited, covered, or deposited in the Treasury of the United States as miscellaneous receipts for 

the fiscal year. 

(ii) DESCRIPTION OF AMOUNT.—The amount referred to in clause (i) is the amount 

equal to the difference between— 

(I) the total amount of energy development revenues for the applicable fiscal year; and 

(II) (aa) for fiscal year 2018, $7,800,000,000; 

(bb) for fiscal year 2019, $8,000,000,000; 

(cc) for fiscal year 2020, $8,200,000,000; 

(dd) for fiscal year 2021, $8,600,000,000; 

(ee) for fiscal year 2022, $8,800,000,000; 

(ff) for fiscal year 2023, $9,000,000,000; 

(gg) for fiscal year 2024, $9,000,000,000; 

(hh) for fiscal year 2025, $9,100,000,000; 

(ii) for fiscal year 2026, $9,300,000,000; and 

(jj) for fiscal year 2027, $9,400,000,000. 

(B) ENERGY DEVELOPMENT REVENUES.—The term “energy development revenues” 

means all revenues due and payable to the United States from oil, gas, coal, or alternative or 

renewable energy development on Federal land and water. 

(2) DEPOSITS.—For each of fiscal years 2018 through 2027, there shall be deposited in the 

Fund an amount equal to the product obtained by multiplying— 

(A) the available receipts for the fiscal year; and 
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(B) 0.5. 

(3) EFFECT ON OTHER REVENUES.—Nothing in this section affects the disposition of 

revenues that— 

(A) are due to the United States, special funds, trust funds, or States from mineral and 

energy development on Federal land and water; or 

(B) have been otherwise appropriated under Federal law, including the Gulf of Mexico 

Energy Security Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 1331 note; Public Law 109–432), the Mineral Leasing 

Act (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.), and chapter 2003 of title 54, United States Code. 

(d) Investment Of Amounts .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall invest any portion of the Fund that 

is not, as determined by the Secretary of the Interior, required for the purposes described in 

subsection (e)(1). 

(2) CREDITS TO FUND.—The income on investments of the Fund under paragraph (1) 

shall be credited to, and form a part of, the Fund. 

(e) Use Of Fund.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts deposited in the Fund shall be available to the Secretary of 

the Interior, without further appropriation or fiscal year limitation, for the priority deferred 

maintenance needs that support critical infrastructure and visitor services, if applicable, of the 

National Park Service, as determined by the Secretary and the Director of the National Park 

Service. 

(2) ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.—Amounts made available under paragraph (1) shall be in 

addition to amounts otherwise available for the purposes described in that paragraph. 

(3) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR LAND ACQUISITION.—Amounts in the 

Fund shall not be used for the acquisition of land. 

(f) Termination Of Deposits .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Deposits under subsection (c)(2) shall terminate on the earlier of— 

(A) September 30 of the tenth fiscal year after the date of enactment of this Act; and 

(B) the date on which the aggregate amount deposited in the Fund under subsection (c)(2) 

equals at least $18,000,000,000. 

(2) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the Secretary of the Interior may 

continue to expend any remaining amounts in the Fund after the termination date described in 

that paragraph in accordance with subsection (e). 

(g) Summary To Congress .—The Secretary of the Interior shall submit to the 

appropriate committees of Congress (including the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

and the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate and the Committee on Natural Resources 

and the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives), together with the annual 

budget submission of the President, a list of each project for which amounts from the Fund are 

allocated under this section, including a summary of each such project. 

(h) Sense Of Congress Regarding Offset .—It is the sense of Congress that the costs 

of carrying out this section should be offset. 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=43&section=1331
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-109publ432/pdf/PLAW-109publ432.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=30&section=181
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title54-chapter2003-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 28 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mrs. Hyde-Smith introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 

To reauthorize the United States-Jordan Defense Cooperation Act of 2015, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SEC. 1. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds the following: 

(1) In December 2011, Congress passed section 7041(b) of the Consolidated Appropriations 

Act, 2012 (Public Law 112–74; 125 Stat. 1223), which appropriated funds made available under 

the heading “Economic Support Fund” to establish an enterprise fund for Jordan. 

(2) The intent of an enterprise fund is to attract private investment to help entrepreneurs and 

small businesses create jobs and to achieve sustainable economic development. 

(3) Jordan is an instrumental partner in the fight against terrorism, including as a member of 

the Global Coalition To Counter ISIS and the Combined Joint Task Force - Operation Inherent 

Resolve. 

(4) In 2014, His Majesty King Abdullah stated that “Jordanians and Americans have been 

standing shoulder to shoulder against extremism for many years, but to a new level with this 

coalition against ISIL”. 

(5) On February 3, 2015, the United States signed a 3-year memorandum of understanding 

with Jordan, pledging to provide the kingdom with $1,000,000,000 annually in United States 

foreign assistance, subject to the approval of Congress. 

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 
It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) Jordan plays a critical role in responding to the overwhelming humanitarian needs 

created by the conflict in Syria; and 

(2) Jordan, the United States, and other partners should continue working together to 

address this humanitarian crisis and promote regional stability, including through support for 

refugees in Jordan and internally displaced people along the Jordan-Syria border and the creation 

of conditions inside Syria that will allow for the secure, dignified, and voluntary return of people 

displaced by the crisis. 

SEC. 3. REAUTHORIZATION OF UNITED STATES-JORDAN DEFENSE COOPERATION 

ACT OF 2015. 
Section 5(a) of the United States-Jordan Defense Cooperation Act of 2015 (22 U.S.C. 

2753 note) is amended— 

(1) by striking “During the 3-year period” and inserting “During the period”; and 

(2) by inserting “and ending on December 31, 2022” after “enactment of this Act”. 

SEC. 4. REPORT ON ESTABLISHING AN ENTERPRISE FUND FOR JORDAN. 
(a) In General .—Not later than 180 days after the establishment of the United States 

Development Finance Corporation, the President shall submit to the appropriate congressional 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ74/pdf/PLAW-112publ74.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2753
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2753
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committees a detailed report assessing the costs and benefits of the United States Development 

Finance Corporation establishing a Jordan Enterprise Fund. 

(b) Appropriate Congressional Committees .—In this section, the term “appropriate 

congressional committees” means— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations and the Committee on Appropriations of the 

Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Committee on Appropriations of the House of 

Representatives. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 3394 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Carper (for himself and Ms. Collins) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to 

the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 

To establish a national mercury monitoring program, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SEC. 1. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds that— 

(1) mercury is a potent neurotoxin of significant ecological and public health concern; 

(2) it is estimated that approximately 200,000 children born each year in the United States 

are exposed to levels of mercury in the womb that are high enough to impair neurological 

development; 

(3) based on estimates from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, between 2000 

and 2010, between 2 and 6 percent of women in the United States of childbearing age have 

exceeded blood mercury levels determined to be safe by the Environmental Protection Agency; 

(4) exposure to mercury occurs largely by the consumption of contaminated fish, but fish 

and shellfish are important sources of dietary protein and micronutrients, and a healthy fishing 

resource is important to the economy of the United States; 

(5) in many locations, the primary route for mercury input to aquatic ecosystems is 

atmospheric emissions, transport, and deposition; 

(6) existing broad-scale data sets are important but insufficient to track changes in mercury 

levels in the environment over time, test model predictions, and assess the impact of changing 

mercury emissions and deposition; and 

(7) a comprehensive national mercury monitoring network to accurately quantify regional 

and national changes in atmospheric mercury deposition, ecosystem contamination, and 

bioaccumulation of mercury in fish and wildlife in response to changes in mercury emissions 

would help policy makers, scientists, and the public to better understand the sources, 

consequences, and trends of mercury pollution in the United States. 

SEC. 2. MONITORING PROGRAM. 
(a) Establishment.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in consultation with the Director of the United 

States Fish and Wildlife Service, the Director of the United States Geological Survey, the 

Director of the National Park Service, the Administrator of the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, and the heads of other appropriate Federal agencies, shall establish 

a national mercury monitoring program. 

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the program is to track— 

(A) long-term trends in atmospheric mercury concentrations and deposition; and 

(B) mercury levels in watersheds, surface water, and fish and wildlife in terrestrial, 

freshwater, coastal, and marine ecosystems in response to changing mercury emissions over 

time. 
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(3) MONITORING SITES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out paragraph (1), not later than 1 year after the date of 

enactment of this Act and in coordination with the Advisory Committee, the Administrator shall 

select multiple monitoring sites representing multiple ecoregions and associated coastal waters of 

the United States. 

(B) LOCATIONS.—Locations of monitoring sites shall include— 

(i) units of the National Park System; 

(ii) units of the National Wildlife Refuge System; 

(iii) units of the National Estuarine Research Reserve System; and 

(iv) sensitive ecological areas in which substantive changes are expected from reductions in 

domestic mercury emissions. 

(C) COLOCATION.—Monitoring sites shall be colocated with sites from other long-term 

environmental monitoring programs, where practicable, including sites associated with the 

National Ecological Observatory Network, the Long Term Ecological Research Network, and 

the National Atmospheric Deposition Program. 

(D) MONITORING PROTOCOLS.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of 

this Act, the Administrator, in coordination with the Advisory Committee, shall establish and 

publish standardized measurement protocols for the program. 

(4) INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION.—To the maximum extent practicable, the 

program shall be compatible with similar international efforts, including the Arctic Monitoring 

and Assessment Programme, the Global Earth Observation System of Systems, and the 

monitoring associated with the effectiveness evaluation of the Minamata Convention on 

Mercury, adopted October 10, 2013 (TIAS 17–816), which entered into force on August 16, 

2017. 

(5) DATA COLLECTION AND DISTRIBUTION.—Not later than 1 year after the date of 

enactment of this Act, the Administrator, in coordination with the Advisory Committee, shall 

establish— 

(A) a centralized database for existing and newly collected environmental mercury data that 

can be freely accessed on the Internet; and 

(B) assurance and quality standards for the database under subparagraph (A). 

(b) Functions.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the program, the Administrator, in consultation with the 

appropriate Federal agencies and the Advisory Committee, shall at a minimum carry out 

monitoring described in paragraphs (2) through (4) at the locations selected under subsection 

(a)(3). 

(2) AIR AND WATERSHEDS.—The program, in association with the National 

Atmospheric Deposition Program, shall monitor long-term changes in mercury levels and 

important ancillary measures in the air, including— 

(A) the measurement and recording of wet mercury deposition; 
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116TH
 CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

 S. 1401 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself and Mr. BOOKER) introduced the following bill; which was read 

twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 
To amend the Safe Drinking Water Act to address lead contamination in school drinking water. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. SCHOOL TESTING AND NOTIFICATION; GRANT PROGRAM. 
Section 1464 of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300j–24) is amended by adding at 

the end the following: 

“(e) TESTING AND NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS 

THAT SERVE SCHOOLS .—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this subsection, 

the Administrator shall promulgate a national primary drinking water regulation for school 

drinking water that— 

“(1) establishes a lead action level that is not less than the lead action level established by 

the Administrator under section 1412(b); 

“(2) requires each public water system to sample for lead in the drinking water at such 

schools as the Administrator determines to have a risk of lead in the drinking water at a level that 

meets or exceeds the lead action level established under paragraph (1); and 

“(3) in the case of results of sampling under paragraph (2) that indicate that the drinking 

water of a school contains lead that meets or exceeds the lead action level established under 

paragraph (1), requires the public water system that serves the school to notify the local 

educational agency that has jurisdiction over the school, the relevant local health agencies, the 

municipality, and the State as soon as practicable, but not later than 5 business days after the date 

on which the public water system receives the sampling results. 

“(f) SCHOOL LEAD TESTING AND REMEDIATION GRANT PROGRAM .— 

“(1) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this subsection, the term ‘eligible entity’ 

means— 

“(A) a local educational agency (as defined in subsection (d)(1)); or 

“(B) a State agency that administers a statewide program to test for, or remediate, lead 

contamination in drinking water. 

“(2) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this 

subsection, the Administrator shall establish a grant program to make grants available to eligible 

entities to test for, and remediate, lead contamination in school drinking water. 

“(3) USE OF FUNDS.— 

“(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity that receives a grant under this subsection may use 

grant funds— 

“(i) to recover the costs incurred by the eligible entity for testing for lead contamination in 

school drinking water conducted by an entity approved by the Administrator or the State to 

conduct the testing; or 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=300j-24
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“(ii) to replace lead pipes, pipe fittings, plumbing fittings, and fixtures of any school with 

drinking water that contains a level of lead that meets or exceeds the action level established by 

the Administrator under subsection (e)(1) with lead free (as defined in section 1417) pipes, pipe 

fittings, plumbing fittings, and fixtures. 

“(B) LIMITATION.—Not more than 5 percent of grant funds accepted under this 

subsection shall be used to pay the administrative costs of testing for, or remediation of, lead 

contamination. 

“(4) GUIDANCE; PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—As a condition of receiving a grant under 

this subsection, an eligible entity shall— 

“(A) expend grant funds in accordance with— 

“(i) the guidance of the Environmental Protection Agency entitled ‘3Ts for Reducing Lead 

in Drinking Water in Schools: Revised Technical Guidance’ and dated October 2006 (or any 

successor guidance); or 

“(ii) applicable State regulations or guidance regarding the reduction of lead in drinking 

water in schools that is not less stringent than the guidance referred to in clause (i), as determined 

by the Administrator; 

“(B) make publicly available, including, to the maximum extent practicable, on the Internet 

website of the eligible entity, a copy of the results of any testing for lead contamination in school 

drinking water that is carried out with funds under this subsection; and 

“(C) notify parent, teacher, and employee organizations of the availability of the results 

described in subparagraph (B).” 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1497 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Merkley (for himself and Mr. Daines) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to 

the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 

To amend title 40, United States Code, to provide a lactation room in public buildings, and for other 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Fairness For Breastfeeding Mothers Act of 2017”. 

SEC. 2. LACTATION ROOMS IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

 “§ 3315. Lactation rooms in public buildings 

 “(1) APPROPRIATE AUTHORITY.—The term ‘appropriate authority’ means— 

“(A) the head of a Federal agency; 

“(B) the Architect of the Capitol; and 

“(C) another official authority responsible for the operation of a public building. 

“(2) COVERED PUBLIC BUILDING.— 

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘covered public building’ means a public building that— 

“(i) is open to the public; and 

“(ii) contains a public restroom. 

 “(3) LACTATION ROOM.—The term ‘lactation room’ means a hygienic place, other than 

a bathroom, that— 

“(A) is shielded from view; 

“(B) is free from intrusion; and 

“(C) contains— 

“(i) a chair; 

“(ii) a working surface; and 

“(iii) if the public building is supplied with electricity, an electrical outlet. 

“(b) Lactation Rooms Required .—Except as provided in subsection (c), the appropriate 

authority of a covered public building shall ensure that the building contains a lactation room 

that is made available for use by members of the public to express breast milk. 

“(c) Exceptions.—A covered public building may be excluded from the requirement in 

subsection (b) at the discretion of the appropriate authority if— 

“(1) the public building— 

“(A) does not contain a lactation room for employees who work in the building; and 

“(B) does not have a room that could be repurposed as a lactation room or a space that could 

be made private using portable materials, at a reasonable cost; or 

“(2) new construction would be required to create a lactation room in the public building 

and the cost of the construction is not feasible. 
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“(d) No Unauthorized Entry.—Nothing in this section authorizes an individual to enter 

a public building or portion of a public building that the individual is not otherwise authorized to 

enter.”. 

 (c) Effective Date.—The amendments made by this section shall take effect 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this Act. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

 

S.2771 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. JONES) introduced the following bill; which was read 

twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works

 

A BILL 

To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to require the Administrator of the Environmental 

Protection Agency to provide grants for the construction, refurbishing, and servicing of 

individual household decentralized wastewater systems to individuals with low or moderate 

income. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION, REFURBISHING, AND SERVICING OF 

INDIVIDUAL HOUSEHOLD DECENTRALIZED WASTEWATER SYSTEMS FOR 

INDIVIDUALS WITH LOW OR MODERATE INCOME. 
Title II of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1281 et seq.) is amended by 

adding at the end the following: 

“SEC. 222. GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION, REFURBISHING, AND SERVICING OF 

INDIVIDUAL HOUSEHOLD DECENTRALIZED WASTEWATER SYSTEMS FOR 

INDIVIDUALS WITH LOW OR MODERATE INCOME. 
“(a) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL .—In this section, the term ‘eligible 

individual’ means a member of a household, the members of which have a combined income (for 

the most recent 12-month period for which information is available) equal to not more than 60 

percent of the median nonmetropolitan household income for the State or territory in which the 

household is located, according to the most recent decennial census. 

“(b) GRANT PROGRAM .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall establish a program under which the 

Administrator shall provide grants to private nonprofit organizations for the purpose of providing 

subgrants to eligible individuals, in accordance with subsection (c). 

“(2) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a grant under this subsection, a private 

nonprofit organization shall submit to the Administrator an application at such time, in such 

manner, and containing such information as the Administrator determines to be appropriate. 

“(3) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under this subsection, the Administrator shall give 

priority to applicants that have substantial expertise and experience in promoting the safe and 

effective use of individual household decentralized wastewater systems. 

“(4) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—A private nonprofit organization may use 

amounts provided under this subsection to pay the administrative expenses associated with the 

provision of subgrants under subsection (c), as the Administrator determines to be appropriate. 

“(c) SUBGRANTS .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), a private nonprofit organization shall use a 

grant provided under subsection (b) to provide subgrants to eligible individuals for the 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=33&section=1281
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construction, refurbishing, and servicing of individual household decentralized wastewater 

systems. 

“(2) PUBLIC UTILITY CONNECTION AVAILABLE.— 

“(A) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which an eligible individual who submits to a private 

nonprofit organization an application for a subgrant under this subsection resides in a household 

that could be connected to an available public wastewater utility, the private nonprofit 

organization shall conduct a cost analysis to determine whether establishing such a connection 

would be a more cost-effective use of subgrant funds, as compared to the eligible uses described 

in paragraph (1). 

“(B) USE OF FUNDS.—If a cost analysis under subparagraph (A) demonstrates that the 

connection of the applicable household to a public wastewater utility is more cost-effective than 

the eligible uses described in paragraph (1) with respect to the household, the eligible individual 

may use a subgrant provided under this subsection to establish the connection. 

“(3) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a subgrant under this subsection, an 

eligible individual shall submit to the private nonprofit organization serving the area in which the 

individual household decentralized wastewater system of the eligible individuals is, or is 

proposed to be, located an application at such time, in such manner, and containing such 

information as the private nonprofit organization determines to be appropriate. 

“(4) PRIORITY.—In awarding subgrants under this subsection, a private nonprofit 

organization shall give priority to any eligible individual who does not have access to a sanitary 

sewage disposal system. 

“(5) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of a subgrant provided under this subsection 

shall not exceed $20,000. 

“(d) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this section, the 

Administrator shall submit to Congress a report describing the results of the program under this 

section with respect to the prevalence throughout the United States of low- and moderate-income 

households without access to a sanitary sewage disposal system. 

“(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS .—There are authorized to be appropriated 

to the Administrator such sums as are necessary to carry out this section.”. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1700 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Udall (for himself, Mr. Portman, Mr. Peters, Mr. Wyden, Mr. Graham, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Brown, 

Mr. Franken, Ms. Baldwin, and Mr. Alexander) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 

To amend the Energy Policy and Conservation Act to establish a WaterSense program within the 

Enivronmental Protection Agency, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. WATERSENSE. 
(a) In General .—Part B of title III of the Energy Policy and Conservation Act is amended 

by adding after section 324A (42 U.S.C. 6294a) the following: 

“SEC. 324B. WATERSENSE. 
“(a) Establishment Of WaterSense Program.— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established within the Environmental Protection Agency a 

voluntary WaterSense program to identify and promote water-efficient products, buildings and 

building landscapes, facilities, processes, and services that, through voluntary labeling of, or 

other forms of communications regarding, products, buildings and building landscapes, facilities, 

processes, and services while meeting strict performance criteria, sensibly— 

“(A) reduce water use; 

“(B) reduce the strain on public and community water systems and wastewater and 

stormwater infrastructure; 

“(C) conserve energy used to pump, heat, transport, and treat water; and 

“(D) preserve water resources for future generations. 

“(2) INCLUSIONS.—The Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (referred 

to in this section as the ‘Administrator’) shall, consistent with this section, identify water-

efficient products, buildings and building landscapes, facilities, processes, and services, 

including categories such as— 

“(A) irrigation technologies and services; 

“(B) point-of-use water treatment devices; 

“(C) plumbing products; 

“(D) reuse and recycling technologies; 

“(E) landscaping and gardening products, including moisture control or water-enhancing 

technologies; 

“(F) whole house humidifiers; and 

“(G) water-efficient buildings or facilities, and building or facility landscapes. 

“(b) Duties.—The Administrator, coordinating as appropriate with the Secretary, shall— 

“(1) establish— 

“(A) a WaterSense label to be used for items meeting the certification criteria established in 

accordance with this section; and 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=6294a
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“(B) the procedure, including the methods and means, and criteria by which an item may be 

certified to display the WaterSense label, minimizing unintended or negative impacts to 

wastewater treatment works, recycled water quality, or water quality in receiving water; 

“(2) enhance public awareness regarding the WaterSense label through outreach, education, 

and other means; 

“(3) preserve the integrity of the WaterSense label by— 

“(A) establishing and maintaining feasible performance criteria so that products, buildings 

and building landscapes, facilities, processes, and services labeled with the WaterSense label 

perform as well or better than less water-efficient counterparts; 

“(B) overseeing WaterSense certifications made by third parties; 

“(C) as determined appropriate by the Administrator, using testing protocols, from the 

appropriate, applicable, and relevant consensus standards, for the purpose of determining 

standards compliance; and 

“(D) auditing the use of the WaterSense label in the marketplace and preventing cases of 

misuse; 

“(4) not more often than 6 years but not less often than 10 years after adoption or major 

revision of any WaterSense specification, review and, if appropriate, revise the specification to 

achieve additional water savings; 

“(5) in revising a WaterSense specification— 

“(A) provide reasonable notice to interested parties and the public of any changes, including 

effective dates, and an explanation of the changes; 

“(B) solicit comments from interested parties and the public prior to any changes; 

“(C) as appropriate, respond to comments submitted by interested parties and the public; 

and 

“(D) provide an appropriate transition time prior to the applicable effective date of any 

changes, taking into account the timing necessary for the manufacture, marketing, training, and 

distribution of the specific water-efficient product, building and building landscape, process, or 

service category being addressed; 

“(6) use, to the extent that an agency action is based on science— 

“(A) the best available peer-reviewed science and supporting studies conducted in 

accordance with sound and objective scientific practices; and 

“(B) data collected by accepted methods or best available methods (if the reliability of the 

method and the nature of the decision justifies use of the data); and 

“(7) not later than December 31, 2022, consider for review and revision any WaterSense 

specification adopted before January 1, 2012. 

“(c) Transparency.—The Administrator shall, to the maximum extent practicable and not 

less than annually, regularly estimate and make available to the public the estimate aggregate 

production, aggregate market penetration, and savings of water, energy, and capital costs of 

water, wastewater, and stormwater attributable to the use of WaterSense-labeled products, 

buildings and building landscapes, facilities, processes, and services. 

“(d) Distinction Of Authorities .—In setting or maintaining specifications for Energy 

Star pursuant to section 324A, and WaterSense under this section, the Secretary and 

Administrator shall coordinate to prevent duplicative or conflicting requirements among the 

respective programs. 

“(e) No Warranty.—A WaterSense label shall not create an express or implied warranty.” 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 3172 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Warner (for himself, Mr. Alexander, and Mr. King) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 

and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

 

A BILL 

To amend title 54, United States Code, to establish, fund, and provide for the use of amounts in a 

National Park Service Legacy Restoration Fund to address the maintenance backlog of the 

National Park Service, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Restore Our Parks Act”. 

SEC. 2. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE LEGACY RESTORATION FUND. 
(a) In General .—Chapter 1049 of title 54, United States Code, is amended by adding at 

the end the following: 

“SEC. 104908. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE LEGACY RESTORATION FUND. 
“(a) In General .—There is established in the Treasury of the United States a fund, to be 

known as the ‘National Park Service Legacy Restoration Fund’ (referred to in this section as the 

‘Fund’). 

“(b) Deposits.— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), for each of fiscal years 2019 

through 2023, there shall be deposited in the Fund an amount equal to 50 percent of all energy 

development revenues due and payable to the United States from oil, gas, coal, or alternative or 

renewable energy development on Federal land and water that are not otherwise credited, 

covered, or deposited under Federal law. 

“(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount deposited in the Fund under paragraph (1) 

shall not exceed $1,300,000,000 for any fiscal year. 

“(3) EFFECT ON OTHER REVENUES.—Nothing in this section affects the disposition of 

revenues that— 

“(A) are due to the United States, special funds, trust funds, or States from mineral and 

energy development on Federal land and water; or 

“(B) have been otherwise appropriated under Federal law, including the Gulf of Mexico 

Energy Security Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 1331 note; Public Law 109–432), the Mineral Leasing 

Act (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.), and chapter 2003 of title 54, United States Code. 

“(c) Availability Of Funds.—Amounts deposited in the Fund shall be available to the 

Service without further appropriation or fiscal year limitation. 

“(d) Investment Of Amounts .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may request the Secretary of the Treasury to invest 

any portion of the Fund that is not, as determined by the Secretary, required to meet the current 

needs of the Fund. 

“(2) REQUIREMENT.—An investment requested under paragraph (1) shall be made by the 

Secretary of the Treasury in a public debt security— 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title54-chapter1049-front&num=0&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=43&section=1331
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-109publ432/pdf/PLAW-109publ432.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=30&section=181
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title54-chapter2003-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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“(A) with a maturity suitable to the needs of the Fund, as determined by the Secretary; and 

“(B) bearing interest at a rate determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, taking into 

consideration current market yields on outstanding marketable obligations of the United States of 

comparable maturity. 

“(3) CREDITS TO FUND.—The income on investments of the Fund under this subsection 

shall be credited to, and form a part of, the Fund. 

“(e) Use Of Funds.—Amounts in the Fund shall be used for the high-priority deferred 

maintenance needs of the Service, as determined by the Director, as follows: 

“(1) 65 percent of amounts in the Fund shall be allocated for projects that are not eligible 

for the funding described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (2) for the repair and 

rehabilitation of assets, including— 

“(A) historic structures, facilities, and other historic assets; 

“(B) nonhistoric assets that relate directly to visitor— 

“(i) access, including making facilities accessible to visitors with disabilities; 

“(ii) health and safety; and 

“(iii) recreation; and 

“(C) visitor facilities, water and utility systems, and employee housing. 

“(2) 35 percent of amounts in the Fund shall be allocated to road, bridge, tunnel, or other 

transportation-related projects that may be eligible for funding made available to the Service 

through— 

“(A) the transportation program under section 203 of title 23; or 

“(B) any similar Federal land highway program administered by the Secretary of 

Transportation. 

“(f) Prohibited Use Of Funds .—No amounts in the Fund shall be used— 

“(1) for land acquisition; or 

“(2) to supplant discretionary funding made available for the annually recurring facility 

operations and maintenance needs of the Service. 

“(g) Submission Of Annual Proposal .—As part of the annual budget submission of 

the Service to the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the 

Committee on Appropriations of the Senate (referred to in this section as the ‘Committees’), the 

Service shall submit a prioritized list of deferred maintenance projects proposed to be funded by 

amounts in the Fund during the fiscal year for which the budget submission is made. 

“(h) Congressional Review.—After review of the list submitted under subsection (g), 

the Committees may provide for the allocation of amounts derived from the Fund. 

“(i) Project  Approval .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), if, before the beginning of a 

fiscal year, the Committees do not alter the allocation of funds proposed by the Service for that 

fiscal year, the list submitted under subsection (g) for that fiscal year shall be considered 

approved. 

“(2) CONTINUING RESOLUTION.—If, before the beginning of a fiscal year, there is 

enacted a continuing resolution or resolutions for a period of— 

“(A) less than or equal to 120 days, the Service shall not commit funds to any proposed 

high-priority deferred maintenance project until the date of enactment of a law making 

appropriations for the Service that is not a continuing resolution; or 

“(B) more than 120 days, the list submitted under subsection (g) for that fiscal year shall be 

considered approved, unless otherwise provided in the continuing resolution or resolutions. 

“(j) Public Donations.— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the Director may accept public cash or in-kind 

donations that advance efforts— 
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“(A) to reduce the deferred maintenance backlog of the Service; and 

“(B) to encourage relevant public-private partnerships. 

“(2) CREDITS TO FUND.—Any cash donations accepted under paragraph (1) shall be 

credited to, and form a part of, the Fund. 

“(3) REPORTING.—Each donation received under paragraph (1) that is used for, or 

directly related to, the reduction of the deferred maintenance backlog of the Service shall be 

included with the annual budget submission of the President to Congress.” 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 999 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Schatz (for himself, Mr. Markey, Ms. Warren, Mr. Whitehouse, Mr. Booker, Mr. Reed, Mr. Nelson, 

Mr. Merkley, Mr. Menendez, Mr. Cardin, Mrs. Gillibrand, Mr. Van Hollen, Mr. Blumenthal, 

Mr. Sanders, Ms. Hassan, and Mrs. Feinstein) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 
To amend the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to permanently prohibit the conduct of offshore 

drilling on the outer Continental Shelf in the Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic, North Atlantic, and 

Straits of Florida planning areas. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Clean Ocean And Safe Tourism Anti-Drilling Act” or the 

“COAST Anti-Drilling Act”. 

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION OF OIL AND GAS LEASING IN CERTAIN AREAS OF THE OUTER 

CONTINENTAL SHELF. 

Section 8 of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1337) is amended by adding 

at the end the following: 

“(q) Prohibition Of Oil And Gas Leasing In Certain Areas Of The Outer 

Continental  Shelf .—Notwithstanding any other provision of this section or any other law, the 

Secretary of the Interior shall not issue a lease or any other authorization for the exploration, 

development, or production of oil, natural gas, or any other mineral in— 

“(1) the Mid-Atlantic planning area; 

“(2) the South Atlantic planning area; 

“(3) the North Atlantic planning area; or 

“(4) the Straits of Florida planning area.”. 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=43&section=1337
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 3499 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. Harris introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Environment and Public Works 

 

A BILL 
To provide grants for projects to acquire land and water for parks and other outdoor recreation 

purposes and to develop new or renovate existing outdoor recreation facilities. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 

 (1) IN GENERAL.—The term “eligible entity” means— 

(A) a State or territory of the United States; 

(B) a political subdivision of a State or territory of the United States, including— 

(C) a city; and 

(D) a county; 

(E) a special purpose district, including park districts; and 

(F) an Indian tribe (as defined in section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Education 

Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)). 

2) POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS AND INDIAN TRIBES.—A political subdivision of a 

State or territory of the United States or an Indian tribe shall be considered an eligible entity only 

if the political subdivision or Indian tribe represents or otherwise serves a qualifying urban area. 

(3) OUTDOOR RECREATION LEGACY PARTNERSHIP GRANT PROGRAM.—The 

term “Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Grant Program” means the program established 

under section 3(a). 

(4) QUALIFYING URBAN AREA.—The term “qualifying urban area” means an area 

identified by the Census Bureau as an “urban area” in the most recent census. 

(5) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means the Secretary of the Interior. 

SEC. 2. GRANTS AUTHORIZED. 
(a) In General .—The Secretary shall establish an outdoor recreation legacy partnership 

grant program under which the Secretary may award grants to eligible entities for projects— 

(1) to acquire land and water for parks and other outdoor recreation purposes; and 

(2) to develop new or renovate existing outdoor recreation facilities. 

(b) Matching Requirement .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiving a grant under subsection (a), an eligible 

entity shall provide matching funds in the form of cash or an in-kind contribution in an amount 

equal to not less than 100 percent of the amounts made available under the grant. 

(2) SOURCES.—The matching amounts referred to in paragraph (1) may include amounts 

made available from State, local, nongovernmental, or private sources. 

SEC. 3. ELIGIBLE USES. 
(a) In General .—A grant recipient may use a grant awarded under this Act— 

(1) to acquire land or water that provides outdoor recreation opportunities to the public; and 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=25&section=5304
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(2) to develop or renovate outdoor recreational facilities that provide outdoor recreation 

opportunities to the public, with priority given to projects that— 

(A) create or significantly enhance access to park and recreational opportunities in an urban 

neighborhood or community; 

(B) engage and empower underserved communities and youth; 

(C) provide opportunities for youth employment or job training; 

(D) establish or expand public-private partnerships, with a focus on leveraging resources; 

and 

(E) take advantage of coordination among various levels of government. 

(b) Limitations On Use.—A grant recipient may not use grant funds for— 

(1) grant administration costs; 

(2) incidental costs related to land acquisition, including appraisal and titling; 

(3) operation and maintenance activities; 

(4) facilities that support semiprofessional or professional athletics; 

(5) indoor facilities such as recreation centers or facilities that support primarily non-

outdoor purposes; or 

(6) acquisition of land or interests in land that restrict access to specific persons. 

SEC. 4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REQUIREMENTS. 
In carrying out the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Grant Program, the Secretary 

shall— 

(1) conduct an initial screening and technical review of applications received; and 

(2) evaluate and score all qualifying applications. 

SEC. 5. REPORTING. 
(a) Annual Reports .—Not later than 30 days after the last day of each report period, each 

State lead agency that receives a grant under this Act shall annually submit to the Secretary 

performance and financial reports that— 

(1) summarize project activities conducted during the report period; and 

(2) provide the status of the project. 

(b) Final Reports .—Not later than 90 days after the earlier of the date of expiration of a 

project period or the completion of a project, each State lead agency that receives a grant under 

this Act shall submit to the Secretary a final report containing such information as the Secretary 

may require. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

 S. 820 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mrs. CORTES MASTO (for herself, Mr. BENNET, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. VAN 

HOLLEN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Ms. CANTWELL, 

Mr. WYDEN, Mr.WHITEHOUSE, Mr. PETERS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. STABENOW, 

Mr. CARDIN, Mr. UDALL, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MURPHY, 

Mr. TESTER, Mr.DURBIN, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. REED, Ms. WARREN, 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. NELSON, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. CARPER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.HIRONO, Mr. BROWN, Ms. HARRIS, and Mr. MENENDEZ) introduced the 

following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 

 

A BILL 
To designate a portion of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF PORTION OF ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

AS WILDERNESS. 
Section 4 of the National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 

668dd) is amended by adding at the end the following: 

“(p) DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN LAND AS W ILDERNESS .—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of this Act, a portion of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska 

comprising approximately 1,559,538 acres, as generally depicted on the map entitled ‘Arctic 

National Wildlife Refuge, Coastal Plain Proposed Wilderness’, dated October 20, 2015, labeled 

with Map ID 03–0172, and available for inspection in the offices of the Secretary, is designated 

as a component of the National Wilderness Preservation System under the Wilderness Act (16 

U.S.C. 1131 et seq.).” 

 

 

 

 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=16&section=668dd
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=16&section=668dd
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=16&section=1131
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=16&section=1131
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Legislation Summaries 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
 

Republicans:  

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

107 Risch S. 1697 

To condition assistance to the West Bank and Gaza on steps by the Palestinian 

Authority to end violence and terrorism against Israeli citizens and United 

States Citizens. 

110 Rubio S. 3171 

To require an unclassified interagency report on the political influence 

operations of the Government of China and the Communist Party of 

China with respect to the United States, and for other purposes. 

113 Gardner S. 3406 

To express United States support for Taiwan's diplomatic alliances 

around the world. 

115 Romney S. 68 

To require the Secretary of State to submit a report to Congress on the 

designation of the Muslim Brotherhood as a foreign terrorist organization, and 

for other purposes. 

116 Isakson S. 1274 

To direct the President to establish an interagency mechanism to coordinate 

United States development programs and private sector investment activities, 

and for other purposes. 

119 Paul S. 2333 

To prohibit assistance to the Government of Pakistan, and to require the 

Department of State and the United States Agency for International 

Development to transfer amounts to the Highway Trust Fund equivalent to 

historic levels of assistance to Pakistan. 

 

120 Sullivan S. 3695 
To promote international exchanges on best election practices, cultivate more 

secure democratic institutions around the world, and for other purposes. 
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Legislation Summaries 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
 

Democrats: 

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

122 Menendez S. 571 

Condemning the ongoing illegal occupation of Crimea by the Russian 

Federation. 

 

125 Cardin S. 853 

To identify and combat corruption in countries, to establish a tiered system 

of countries with respect to levels of corruption by their governments and 

their efforts to combat such corruption, and to assess United States assistance 

to designated countries in order to advance anti-corruption efforts in those 

countries and better serve United States taxpayers. 

128 Coons S. 1420 

To direct the Secretary of State to review the termination characterization of 

former members of the Department of State who were fired by reason of the 

sexual orientation of the official, and for other purposes. 

130 
 

Murphy 

 

 

S. 3517 

 

To limit the use of funds for kinetic military operations in or against Iran. 

131 Markey S. 2016 To prevent an unconstitutional strike against North Korea. 

133 Van 

Hollen 

S. 1580 To enhance the transparency, improve the coordination, and intensify the 

impact of assistance to support access to primary and secondary education for 

displaced children and persons, including women and girls, and for other 

purposes. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1697 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Risch (for himself, Mr. Manchin, Mr. Corker, Mr. Blunt, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Graham, 

Mr. Rounds, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Young, Mr. Crapo, Mr. Shelby, and Mr. Cruz) introduced the following bill; 

which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

A BILL 
To condition assistance to the West Bank and Gaza on steps by the Palestinian Authority to end 

violence and terrorism against Israeli citizens and United States Citizens. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) The Palestinian Authority’s practice of paying salaries to terrorists serving in Israeli 

prisons, as well as to the families of deceased terrorists, is an incentive to commit acts of terror. 

(2) The United States does not provide direct budgetary support to the Palestinian 

Authority. The United States does pay certain debts held by the Palestinian Authority and fund 

programs which the Palestinian Authority would otherwise be responsible for. 

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 
Congress— 

(1) calls on the Palestinian Authority to stop these payments and repeal the laws authorizing 

them; 

(2) calls on all donor countries providing budgetary assistance to the Palestinian Authority 

to cease direct budgetary support until the Palestinian Authority stops all payments incentivizing 

terror; 

(3) supports the creation of a general welfare system, available to all Palestinian citizens 

within the jurisdictional control of the Palestinian Authority; 

(4) urges the United States Permanent Representative to the United Nations to use that 

position to highlight the issue of Palestinian Authority payments for acts of terrorism and to urge 

other member nations of the Security Council and the General Assembly to join the United 

States in calling on the Palestinian Authority to end this system immediately; and 

(5) urges the Department of State to use its bilateral and multilateral engagements with all 

governments and organizations committed to the cause of peace to highlight the issue of 

Palestinian Authority payments for acts of terrorism and join the United States in calling on the 

Palestinian Authority to end this system immediately. 

SEC. 3. LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE TO THE WEST BANK AND GAZA. 
(a) In General .—Funds appropriated or otherwise made available for assistance under 

chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2346 et seq.; relating to 

Economic Support Fund) and available for assistance for the West Bank and Gaza that directly 

benefit the Palestinian Authority may only be made available for such purpose if the Secretary of 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2346
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State certifies in writing to the appropriate congressional committees that the Palestinian 

Authority— 

(1) is taking credible steps to end acts of violence against Israeli citizens and United States 

citizens that are perpetrated by individuals under its jurisdictional control, such as the March 

2016 attack that killed former United States Army officer Taylor Force, a veteran of the wars in 

Iraq and Afghanistan; 

(2) has terminated payments for acts of terrorism against Israeli citizens and United States 

citizens to any individual, after being fairly tried, who has been imprisoned for such acts of 

terrorism and to any individual who died committing such acts of terrorism, including to a family 

member of such individuals; and 

(3) has revoked any law, decree, regulation, or document authorizing or implementing a 

system of compensation for imprisoned individuals that uses the sentence or period of 

incarceration of an individual to determine the level of compensation paid. 

(b) Exception.—The limitation on assistance under subsection (a) shall not apply to 

payments made to the East Jerusalem Hospital Network. 

(c) Rule Of Construction.—Amounts withheld pursuant to this section shall be deemed 

to satisfy any similar withholding or reduction required under any other provision of law. 

SEC. 4. CONTINUOUS CERTIFICATION. 
Funds appropriated or otherwise made available for assistance under chapter 4 of part II of 

the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2346 et seq.; relating to Economic Support Fund) 

and available for assistance for the West Bank and Gaza may only be made available for such 

purpose if, not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and every 180 days 

thereafter, the Secretary of State certifies in writing to the appropriate congressional committees 

that the Palestinian Authority is taking credible and verifiable steps to end acts of violence 

against Israeli citizens and United States citizens that are perpetrated by individuals under its 

jurisdictional control. 

SEC. 5. ANNUAL REPORT. 
(a) In General .—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and 

annually thereafter, the Secretary of State shall submit to the appropriate congressional 

committees a report including at a minimum the following elements: 

(1) An estimate of the amount expended by the Palestinian Authority during the previous 

calendar year as payments for acts of terrorism by individuals who are imprisoned for such acts. 

(2) An estimate of the amount expended by the Palestinian Authority during the previous 

calendar year as payments to the families of deceased individuals who committed an act of 

terrorism. 

(3) An overview of Palestinian laws, decrees, regulations, or documents in effect the 

previous calendar year that authorize or implement any payments reported under paragraphs (1) 

and (2). 

(4) A description of United States Government policy, efforts, and engagement with the 

Palestinian Authority in order to confirm the revocation of any law, decree, regulation, or 

document in effect the previous calendar year that authorizes or implements any payments 

reported under paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(5) A description of United States Government policy, efforts, and engagement with other 

governments, and at the United Nations, to highlight the issue of Palestinian payments for acts of 

terrorism and to urge other nations to join the United States in calling on the Palestinian 

Authority to end this system immediately. 

(b) Form Of Report .—The report required by subsection (a) shall be submitted in 

unclassified form but may include a classified annex. 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2346


 109 

SEC. 6. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES DEFINED. 
In this Act, the term “appropriate congressional committees” means— 

(1) the Committee on Appropriations and the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 

Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Appropriations and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 

Representatives. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 3171 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. COTTON, Mr. GARDNER, 

and Mr. MARKEY) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 

Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

A BILL 

To require an unclassified interagency report on the political influence operations of the 

Government of China and the Communist Party of China with respect to the United States, 

and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 
(a) F INDINGS .—Congress finds the following: 

(1) The Government of China and the Communist Party of China employ a wide range of 

political, informational, and economic measures to influence, coerce, intimidate, or undermine 

the United States interests or the interests of United States partners and allies. 

(2) The December 2017 National Security Strategy of the United States of America states, 

“Although the United States seeks to continue to cooperate with China, China is using economic 

inducements and penalties, influence operations, and implied military threats to persuade other 

states to heed its political and security agenda.” 

(3) The political influence operations efforts of the Government of China and the 

Communist Party of China have received less scrutiny than the efforts of the Government of the 

Russian Federation, but given China’s economic strength and the growing apparatus being used 

to spread its influence globally, efforts to promote its authoritarian ideal pose significant and 

consequential long-term challenges to United States interests and values. 

(4) The Government of China and the Communist Party of China use both overt and covert 

means to target the political and economic elite, the media and public opinion, civil society and 

academia, and members of the Chinese diaspora. 

(5) The Government of China and the Communist Party of China employ an array of 

government entities, friendship and exchange organizations, and government-funded 

foundations, think tanks, educational and other projects to carry out political influence 

operations, which is often referred to as united front work. 

(6) These political influence operations violate national sovereignty, and as such, are 

fundamentally different from traditional efforts by states to shape international policy debates 

and improve their public image through public diplomacy and strategic communications 

campaigns. 

(7) The aims of the political influence operations of the Government of China and the 

Communist Party of China are— 

(A) to secure the political stability of the regime within China; and 

(B) to globally promote the idea that the Chinese political and economic model is superior 

to the governments of Western democracies. 
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(8) The political influence operations of the Government of China and the Communist Party 

of China take advantage of the open and democratic nature of the United States, including— 

(A) constitutional protections for free speech and a free press; and 

(B) the desire of some individuals or institutions to attract Chinese investment, gain access 

to Chinese markets, or attain greater global influence. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS .—It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) the political influence operations of the Government of China and the Communist Party 

of China are not “soft power” intended to persuade, but “sharp power” intended— 

(A) to penetrate or corrupt democratic countries; 

(B) to foster attitudes, behavior, laws, and policies favorable to the Government of China’s 

interest through disinformation, coercion, and other means; 

(C) to widen the scope of Chinese authoritarian influence around the world, including to 

suppress political dissent and internationally recognized human and civil rights of their citizens 

in nations around the world; and 

(D) to undermine the strength of American alliances around the world; and 

(2) the American people need reliable and current information— 

(A) to understand the malign goals of these political influence operations; 

(B) to identify the key institutions, individuals, entities, and ministries that carry out such 

operations; and 

(C) to distinguish the entities referred to in subparagraph (B) from the cultural, educational, 

and people-to-people exchanges that benefit the United States and China. 

(c) STATEMENT OF POLICY .—It is the policy of the United States  

(1) to clearly differentiate between the Chinese people and culture and the Government of 

China and the Communist Party of China in official statements, media, and messaging; 

(2) to clearly differentiate between legal, internationally accepted public diplomacy and 

strategic communications campaigns and illicit activities to undermine democratic institutions or 

freedoms; 

(3) to ensure that efforts to curtail the political influence operations of the Government of 

China and the Communist Party of China do not lead to the targeting of Chinese Americans or 

members of the Chinese diaspora, who are often the victims and primary targets of such political 

influence operations; 

(4) to take steps to ensure that Chinese nationals who are legally studying, living, or 

working temporarily in the United States know that intimidation or surveillance by the 

Government of China and the Communist Party of China is an unacceptable invasion of their 

rights while they reside in the United States; 

(5) to enhance cooperation and coordination with Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and 

Taiwan (officially known as the “Republic of China”), whose governments and institutions have 

faced acute pressure from the political influence operations of the Government of China and the 

Communist Party of China, and with other allies throughout the world— 

(A) to counter such political influence operations; 

(B) to curtail the advancement of authoritarian ideals that challenge democratic values and 

international human rights norms; 

(C) to create strategies to ensure that countries in Africa, the Western Hemisphere, 

Southeast Asia, and elsewhere are aware of China’s “sharp power”; and 

(D) to work collaboratively to counter coercive, covert, and corrupting elements; 

(6) to develop a strategic assessment and long-term strategy to counter the political 

influence operations of the Government of China and the Communist Party of China that— 

(A) undermine democratic institutions; 
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(B) target United States citizens or nationals or intimidates their families in China; and 

(C) use economic tools, market access, cyberattacks, or other capabilities to undermine the 

freedoms of speech, expression, the press, association, assembly, religion, or academic thought; 

(7) to implement more advanced transparency requirements concerning collaboration with 

Chinese actors for media agencies, universities, think tanks, and government officials; 

(8) to use various forums to raise awareness about— 

(A) the goals and methods of the political influence operations of the Government of China 

and the Communist Party of China; and 

(B) common patterns and approaches used by Chinese intelligence agencies or related 

actors; 

(9) to require greater transparency for Confucius Institutes, think tanks, academic programs, 

and nongovernmental organizations funded primarily by the Government of China or by 

individuals or public or private organizations with a demonstrable affiliation with the 

Government of China that are operating in the United States to register through the Foreign 

Agents Registration Act of 1938 (22 U.S.C. 612) or a comparable mechanism; 

(10) to seek ways to increase Chinese language proficiency among mid-career 

professionals; 

(11) to ensure that existing tools are sufficiently screening for the risk of Chinese influence 

operations; and 

(12) to create more flexible tools, as needed, with the goals of— 

(A) screening investments from the Government of China or sources backed by the 

Government of China to protect against the takeover of United States companies by Chinese 

state-owned or state-driven entities; and 

(B) protecting institutions or business sectors critically important to United States national 

security and the viability of democratic institutions. 

 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=612


 113 

116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

 

     S.3406 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. GARDNER (for himself, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. MENENDEZ) introduced the following 

bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

A BILL 

To express United States support for Taiwan's diplomatic alliances around the world. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH TAIWAN. 
(a) F INDINGS .—Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) The Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 (Public Law 96–8) states that it is the policy of the 

United States “to preserve and promote extensive, close, and friendly commercial, cultural, and 

other relations between the people of the United States and the people on Taiwan”. 

(2) The Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 states that it is the policy of the United States “to 

maintain the capacity of the United States to resist any resort to force or other forms of coercion 

that would jeopardize the security, or the social or economic system, of the people on Taiwan”. 

(3) Taiwan is a free, democratic, and prosperous nation of 23,000,000 people and an 

important contributor to peace and stability around the world. 

(4) Since the election of President Tsai Ing-wen as President of Taiwan in 2016, the 

Government of the People’s Republic of China has intensified its efforts to pressure Taiwan. 

(5) Since 2016, the Gambia, Sao Tome and Principe, Panama, the Dominican Republic, 

Burkina Faso, and El Salvador have severed diplomatic relations with Taiwan in favor of 

diplomatic relations with China. 

(6) Taiwan currently maintains full diplomatic relations with 17 nations around the world. 

(7) According to President Tsai Ing-wen, the severance of diplomatic ties is “part of a series 

of diplomatic and military acts of coercion”. 

SEC. 2. REPORT ON UNITED STATES STRATEGY REGARDING TAIWAN'S 

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and 

every 180 days thereafter, the Secretary of State or a designee of the Secretary shall submit to the 

appropriate congressional committees a report on actions taken by the United States to reaffirm 

and strengthen Taiwan's international alliances around the world. 

(b) ELEMENTS .—Each report required by subsection (a) shall include the following 

elements: 

(1) A description of the actions taken by the Secretary of State, or designees of the 

Secretary, effective May 20, 2016, to consult with governments around the world, including the 

governments that maintain official diplomatic relations with Taiwan, with the purpose of 

inducing those governments to maintain official diplomatic relations with Taiwan or otherwise 

strengthen unofficial relations with Taiwan. 
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(2) An enumeration of specific countries of concern, if any, and a description of the actions 

taken, or actions anticipated, by those governments, commencing May 20, 2016, to alter the 

formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan or to otherwise downgrade official or unofficial relations. 

(3) A plan of action to engage with the governments of the countries identified in 

paragraphs (1) and (2) and increase cooperation with respect to Taiwan. 

(c) FORM OF REPORT .—Each report required by subsection (a) shall be submitted in 

unclassified form but may include a classified annex. 

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION TO CONSIDER MODIFICATION OF UNITED STATES 

DIPLOMATIC PRESENCE WITH NATIONS TAKING ACTIONS TO UNDERMINE 

TAIWAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—The Secretary of State may consider taking such action to modify 

United States diplomatic presence as necessary and appropriate to provide incentives to countries 

considering or taking steps to alter or downgrade official or unofficial ties with Taiwan. 

(b) ACTIONS INCLUDED .—Actions described in subsection (a) may include— 

(1) supplementing or reducing the appropriate diplomatic presence in the United States of 

countries identified pursuant to section 3 as having taken, or anticipating, actions to alter formal 

diplomatic ties with Taiwan or otherwise downgrade relations; and 

(2) supplementing or reducing the diplomatic presence of the United States in those 

countries. 

(c) CONSULTATION .—Not less than 30 days before taking any action under subsection (a), 

the Secretary shall consult with the appropriate congressional committees with respect to the 

action. 

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION TO CONSIDER ADJUSTMENT OF UNITED STATES 

ASSISTANCE TO NATIONS TAKING ACTIONS TO UNDERMINE TAIWAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—The Secretary of State may consider the expansion, termination, or 

reduction of United States foreign assistance to countries identified pursuant to section 3 as 

having taken, or anticipating, actions to alter or downgrade official or unofficial ties with Taiwan 

or otherwise downgrade relations. 

(b) ASSISTANCE INCLUDED .—Assistance for consideration under subsection (a) may 

include— 

(1) assistance under chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 

2346 et seq.; relating to the Economic Support Fund); 

(2) military assistance provided pursuant to section 23 of the Arms Export Control Act (22 

U.S.C. 2763; relating to the Foreign Military Financing Program); and 

(3) assistance provided under chapter 5 of part II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 

U.S.C. 2347 et seq.; relating to international military education and training). 

(c) CONSULTATION .—Not less than 30 days before taking any action under subsection (a), 

the Secretary shall consult with the appropriate congressional committees with respect to the 

action, as well as comply with the notification procedures applicable to reprogramming pursuant 

to section 634A of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2394–1). 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2346
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2346
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2763
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2763
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2347
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2347
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2394-1
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 68 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. ROMNEY (for himself, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. ROBERTS) introduced the following bill; which was 

read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

A BILL 

To require the Secretary of State to submit a report to Congress on the designation of the Muslim 

Brotherhood as a foreign terrorist organization, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Muslim Brotherhood Terrorist Designation Act of 2017”. 

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 
It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) the Muslim Brotherhood meets the criteria for designation as a foreign terrorist 

organization under section 219(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189(a)); 

and 

(2) the Secretary of State, in consultation with the Attorney General and the Secretary of the 

Treasury, should exercise the Secretary of State’s statutory authority by designating the Muslim 

Brotherhood as a foreign terrorist organization. 

SEC. 3. REPORT ON DESIGNATION OF THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD AS 

A FOREIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZATION. 
(a)  REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary of State, in consultation with the intelligence community, shall submit a detailed report 

to the appropriate congressional committees that— 

(1) indicates whether the Muslim Brotherhood meets the criteria for designation as 

a foreign terrorist organization under section 219(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 

U.S.C. 1189(a)); and 

(2) if the Secretary of State determines that the Muslim Brotherhood does not meet the 

criteria referred to in paragraph (1), includes a detailed justification as to which criteria have not 

been met. 

(c) FORM .—The report required under subsection (b) shall be submitted in unclassified 

form, but may include a classified annex, if appropriate. 

 

 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=8&section=1189
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=8&section=1189
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=8&section=1189
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1274 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Isakson (for himself, Mr. Coons, and Mr. Perdue) introduced the following bill; which was 

read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

 

A BILL 
To direct the President to establish an interagency mechanism to coordinate United States 

development programs and private sector investment activities, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) The promotion of sustainable economic growth is the only long-term solution to lifting 

people out of poverty and addressing development challenges such as infectious disease, food 

security, access to education, and access to clean water, as reflected in the Sustainable 

Development Goals adopted at the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit on 

September 25, 2015. 

(2) Several of the greatest development success stories of the past 50 years demonstrate that 

private sector investment and economic growth are fundamental to lifting populations out of 

poverty. 

(3) A dramatic shift in the composition of capital flows to the developing world necessitates 

a new approach to official development assistance; whereas 40 years ago more than 70 percent 

of capital flowing to developing countries was public sector foreign assistance, today over 80 

percent of capital flowing to the developing world comes from the private sector. 

(4) In order to better leverage United States foreign assistance dollars and to promote 

sustainable economic development in partner countries, the United States Government must seek 

to promote economic growth through private sector investment by consulting United States 

business during development planning and programming processes. 

(5) Eleven of the 15 largest importers of United States goods and services are countries that 

graduated from United States foreign assistance, and 12 of the 15 fastest growing markets for 

United States exports are former United States foreign assistance recipients. 

(6) With 12 departments, 26 agencies, and more than 60 Federal Government offices 

involved in the delivery of United States foreign assistance and the promotion of United States 

investment overseas, it is unnecessarily difficult for United States businesses to navigate this 

bureaucracy in search of opportunities to partner with such United States agencies. 

(7) Although many United States development agencies have taken steps to improve the 

private sector coordination capabilities of such agencies in recent years, these agency-specific 

strategies are not integrated into a coherent interagency coordination structure to effectively 

engage the private sector. 

(8) The United States Government has no streamlined, interagency mechanism for 

coordination with the private sector for the purposes of development or promotion of 
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opportunities for investment, nor are the activities of the United States Government in this area 

guided by a coherent set of strategic objectives, targets, or operating principles. 

(9) Whether in the context of a country, sector, or global development strategy, decisions 

regarding program prioritization and resource allocation would benefit greatly from private 

sector perspectives and market data and coordination with the private sector from the outset. 

(10) Development programs can be designed to better attract private sector investment and 

to promote public-private partnerships in key development sectors. 

(11) The Millennium Challenge Corporation and the Partnership for Growth both analyze 

constraints on growth as part of the planning processes of these organizations, but these analyses 

need to be included in agency country, sector, and global development strategies to more 

effectively inform and guide the full spectrum of United States development programs. 

SEC. 2. PURPOSE. 
The purpose of this Act is to maximize the impact of United States development programs 

by— 

(1) enhancing coordination between United States development agencies and the programs 

of such agencies and the private sector and the investment activities of the private sector; 

(2) integrating private sector input into the planning and programming processes of United 

States development agencies; 

(3) institutionalizing analyses of constraints on growth and investment throughout the 

planning and programming processes of United States development agencies; 

(4) ensuring United States development agencies are accountable for improving 

coordination between United States development programs and private sector investment 

activities; and 

(5) promoting and facilitating private sector investment. 

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON UNITED STATES DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE. 
It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) United States development assistance should be pursued in a way that aims— 

(A) to build and strengthen civic institutions; 

(B) to provide for public accountability; and 

(C) to serve as the basis for a democratic social contract between the people and their 

government, and as a basis for graduation from assistance; 

(2) United States Government policies and decisions should be guided by clear benchmarks 

for the evaluation of partner country commitment to funding development priorities, including 

the “investing in people” metric of the Millennium Challenge Corporation; 

(3) United States Government programs should be guided by a unified strategy, ambitious 

targets, and a robust monitoring, evaluation, and public accountability plan; 

(4) United States development assistance should aim to help build the capacity of partner 

countries to raise and commit partner country resources toward development goals, including— 

(A) the capacity to increase revenues; 

(B) transparent budgeting and expenditures; 

(C) policies and laws that increase domestic investment; and 

(D) the ability to address the illicit flows of capital from domestic and international sources; 

(5) domestic resource commitments and domestic resource mobilization for development 

purposes provide a greater chance for sustainability and an alignment of incentives among 

stakeholders, including donors, partner countries, citizens, and the private sector that drives 

economic growth; 

(6) the domestic resource commitments described in paragraph (6) are opportunities to 

provide for greater accountability and the building of strong, just social contracts between people 
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and their governments, allowing governments to raise revenue, address citizen priorities, and be 

held accountable for results; 

(7) fostering domestic capacity and domestic responsibility for outcomes is the basis of true 

country ownership and a transition from assistance to sustainability by achieving development 

goals; 

 (8) United States development finance programs should be used for development purposes, 

complement but not displace private capital, and operate free of political agendas; 

 (9) United States development assistance should prioritize and better coordinate resources 

that support enhanced trade capacity and facilitate fairer and more sustainable trade with partner 

countries. 

SEC. 4. INTERAGENCY STRATEGY AND MECHANISM TO COORDINATE UNITED 

STATES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS AND PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTMENT 

ACTIVITIES. 
(a) In General .—The President shall establish a primary, interagency mechanism to assist 

the private sector in coordinating United States development programs with private sector 

investment activities. 

(b) Duties.—The mechanism established under subsection (a) shall— 

(1) streamline and integrate the various private sector liaison, coordination, and investment 

promotion functions of United States development agencies; 

(2) facilitate the use of various development and finance tools across United States 

development agencies to attract greater private sector participation in development activities; and 

(3) establish a single point of contact for the private sector for partnership opportunities 

with United States development agencies. 

(c) Annual Strategy.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, and 

annually thereafter, the President shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a 

strategy for the facilitation and coordination of private sector investments and activities for the 

purposes of development. 

(2) ELEMENTS OF THE ANNUAL STRATEGY.—The annual strategy required under 

paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) country, sectoral, and global targets for private sector investment facilitation and 

coordination; 

(B) a description of the specific roles and responsibilities of United States Government 

departments and agencies involved in meeting the targets described in subparagraph (A), 

including within United States missions in-country; and 

(C) a plan relating to monitoring, evaluation, and public accountability. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 2333 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. PAUL introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign 

Relations 

 

A BILL 

To prohibit assistance to the Government of Pakistan, and to require the Department of State and the 

United States Agency for International Development to transfer amounts to the Highway Trust 

Fund equivalent to historic levels of assistance to Pakistan. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON ASSISTANCE TO PAKISTAN. 

No amounts appropriated or otherwise made available to the Department of State or the 

United States Agency for International Development may be made available as assistance to the 

Government of Pakistan. 

SEC. 2. REQUIRED TRANSFERS TO THE HIGHWAY TRUST FUND. 
(a) DEPARTMENT OF STATE .—Upon receipt of appropriations for the balance of fiscal 

year 2018, the Secretary of State shall transfer $1,280,000,000 to the Highway Trust Fund. 

(b) UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT .—Upon receipt 

of appropriations for the balance of fiscal year 2018, the Administrator of the United States 

Agency for International Development shall transfer $852,000,000 to the Highway Trust Fund. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 3695 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Sullivan (for himself and Ms. Klobuchar ) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred 

to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

A BILL 

To promote international exchanges on best election practices, cultivate more secure democratic 

institutions around the world, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Global Electoral Exchange Act”. 

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 
It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) recent elections globally have illustrated the urgent need for the promotion and 

exchange of international best election practices, particularly in the areas of cybersecurity, results 

transmission, transparency of electoral data, election dispute resolution, and the elimination of 

discriminatory registration practices and other electoral irregularities; 

(2) the advancement of democracy worldwide promotes American interests, as stable 

democracies provide new market opportunities, improve global health outcomes, and promote 

economic freedom and regional security; 

(3) credible elections are the cornerstone of a healthy democracy and enable all persons to 

exercise their basic human right to have a say in how they are governed; 

(4) inclusive elections strengthen the credibility and stability of democracies more broadly, 

as democratic institutions flourish when representative of all groups of society; 

(5) at the heart of a strong election cycle is the professionalism of the election management 

body and an empowered civil society; and 

(6) the development of local expertise via peer-to-peer learning and exchanges promotes the 

independence of such bodies from internal and external influence. 

SEC. 3. GLOBAL ELECTORAL EXCHANGE. 
(a) Global Electoral  Exchange.—The Secretary of State shall establish and administer 

a Global Electoral Exchange Program to promote the utilization of sound election administration 

practices in the United States and foreign countries. 

(b) Purposes.—The purposes of the Global Electoral Exchange Program described in 

subsection (a) shall include the promotion and exchange of international best election practices, 

including in the areas of cybersecurity, results transmission, transparency of electoral data, 

election dispute resolution, the elimination of discriminatory registration practices and electoral 

irregularities, and other sound election administration practices. 

(c) Exchange Of Electoral Authorities .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State may, in consultation, as appropriate, with the 

United States Agency for International Development and regionally focused independent 

agencies, make grants to any United States-based organization described in section 501(c)(3) of 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=26&section=501
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the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from tax under section 501(a) of such Code with 

experience in comparative election systems or subject matter expertise in the areas of election 

administration or electoral integrity that submits an application in such form, and satisfying such 

requirements, as the Secretary may require. 

(2) TYPES OF GRANTS.—An organization described in paragraph (1) may receive a grant 

for one or more of the following purposes: 

(A) To design and implement programs bringing election administrators and officials, 

including government officials, polling workers, civil society representatives, members of the 

judiciary, and others who participate in the organization and administration of an election in a 

foreign country to the United States to study election procedures in the United States for 

educational purposes. 

(B) To design and implement programs taking United States or another country’s election 

administrators and officials, including government officials, polling workers, civil society 

representatives, members of the judiciary, and others who participate in the organization and 

administration of elections for public office in the United States or such other countries to 

foreign countries to study election procedures in such countries for educational purposes. 

(3) LIMITS ON ACTIVITIES.—Activities administered under the Global Electoral 

Exchange Program may not— 

(A) include election observation for the purposes of discussing the validity or legitimacy of 

an election; or 

(B) facilitate any advocacy for a certain electoral result by a grantee when participating in 

the Program. 

(4) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary of State should 

establish and maintain a network of Global Electoral Exchange Program alumni, to promote 

communication and further exchange of information regarding sound election administration 

practices among current and former program participants. 

(5) FURTHER LIMITS.—A recipient of a grant under the Global Electoral Exchange 

Program may use such grant for only the purpose for which such grant was awarded, unless 

otherwise authorized by the Secretary of State. 

(6) NOT DUPLICATIVE.—Grants made under this subsection may not be duplicative of 

any other grants made under any other provision of law for similar or related purposes. 

SEC. 4. CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT. 
Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act and in each of the 

following two years thereafter, the Secretary of State shall provide to the Committee on Foreign 

Affairs and the Committee on Rules of the House of Representatives and the Committee on 

Foreign Relations and the Committee on Rules and Administration of the Senate a briefing on 

the status of any activities carried out pursuant to this Act during the preceding year, which shall 

include, among other information, the following elements: 

(1) A summary of all exchanges conducted under the Global Electoral Exchange Program, 

including information regarding grantees, participants, and the locations where program 

activities were held. 

(2) A description of the criteria used to select grantees under the Global Electoral Exchange 

Program. 

(3) Any recommendations for the improvement of the Global Electoral Exchange Program, 

based on the purposes specified in section 3(b).  
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 571 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. RUBIO, 

Mr. MARKEY, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. BOOKER) submitted 

the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

 
Condemning the ongoing illegal occupation of Crimea by the Russian Federation. 

Whereas, in February 2014, unidentified Russian armed forces entered Ukrainian territory and 

took control of key military and government infrastructure in the Crimean peninsula of 

Ukraine; 

Whereas, in March 2014, the parliament of the Russian Federation gave rubber-stamp 

approval to President Vladimir Putin’s request to use military force against Ukrainian 

territory ostensibly because of the “threat of violence from ultranationalists”; 

Whereas, on March 27, 2014, the United Nations General Assembly adopted Resolution 

68/262 calling on states and international organizations not to recognize any change in 

Crimea’s status and affirmed the commitment of the United Nations to recognize Crimea 

as part of Ukraine; 

Whereas the Russian Federation’s illegal invasion and annexation of Crimea has been widely 

seen as an effort to stifle pro-democracy developments across Ukraine in 2014 in the 

wake of the Euromaidan protests; 

Whereas the Russian Federation is a signatory to the 1994 Budapest Memorandum and thus 

committed to respect the independence, sovereignty, and borders of Ukraine and to 

refrain from threats, coercive economic actions, or the use of force against Ukraine’s 

territorial integrity and political independence; 

Whereas the Russian Federation committed in the 1975 Final Act of the Conference for 

Security and Cooperation in Europe (Helsinki Final Act) to respect the sovereign equality 

and territorial integrity of other participating States; 

Whereas the Russian Federation’s obligations under the Charter of the United Nations prohibit 

the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity and political independence of 

other states; 

Whereas the Russian Federation’s ongoing occupation of Crimea in Ukraine has been widely 

condemned by the international community as an illegal act; 

Whereas the United States and European Union have imposed sanctions on individuals and 

entities who have enabled the illegal invasion, annexation, and occupation of Crimea; 

Whereas the Department of State has stated in its Country Reports on Human Rights Practices 

that security services and local authorities in Crimea installed by the Government of the 

Russian Federation have “worked to consolidate control over Crimea and continued to 

restrict human rights by imposing repressive federal laws of the Russian Federation on 

the Ukrainian territory of Crimea” and that “the most significant human rights problems 

in Crimea [were] related directly to the Russian occupation”; 

Whereas the Department of State has described “an extensive campaign of intimidation to 

suppress dissent and opposition to the occupation” that has been carried out by Russian 
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security services inside Crimea, including the use of torture and physical abuse, 

kidnapping, disappearances, and deportations, and reporting from independent human 

rights groups inside and outside Crimea has documented such alleged human rights 

violations by Russian security services and paramilitary groups; 

Whereas the campaign of intimidation in Crimea has resulted in the prosecution and 

imprisonment of individuals who oppose or criticize the occupation or support Ukrainian 

sovereignty as well as the transfer of some individuals from Crimea to Russian 

Federation territory for prosecution and imprisonment; 

Whereas the Department of State has noted that illegal occupying authorities in Crimea have 

also restricted the fundamental human rights of particular groups, including ethnic 

Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars, “particularly regarding expressions of nationality and 

ethnicity, and [have] subjected them to systematic discrimination,” and human rights 

groups have reported that such discrimination has been carried out in myriad ways, 

including through the outlawing in 2016 of the elected representative body (mejilis) of 

the Crimean Tatar people, the closing of Crimean Tatar and Ukrainian-language schools, 

and forced conscription; 

Whereas the Department of State and other international human rights groups have noted 

further continuing human rights concerns in Crimea, including the suppression of 

independent media and civil society through harassment and harsh administrative 

measures, politicized and unfair judicial processes, and poor prison conditions; 

Whereas the Government of the Russian Federation has worked to extend Russian citizenship 

to individuals inside Crimea and deprived access to public services of those who refuse 

such citizenship; 

Whereas civil society groups have alleged that the Government of the Russian Federation has 

encouraged Russian citizens to relocate to the Crimean peninsula and has supported the 

physical destruction of historical sites in Crimea, ostensibly to influence the 

demographics and political character of the region in favor of the Government of the 

Russian Federation; and 

Whereas the Government of the Russian Federation has supported the development of 

infrastructure and institutional ties between Crimea and the Russian Federation, including 

the opening of a road and rail bridge over the Kerch Strait on May 15, 2018: Now, 

therefore, be it 

Resolved,  

That the Senate— 

(1) reiterates that Crimea is part of the sovereign territory of Ukraine; 

(2) stresses that United States policy should remain that Crimea is part of Ukraine and 

should be to reject attempts to change the status, demographics, or political nature of Crimea; 

(3) reaffirms its unwavering support for democracy, human rights, and the rule of law for all 

individuals in Crimea, including non-Russian ethnic groups and religious minorities; 

(4) condemns all human rights violations against individuals in Crimea, and underscores the 

culpability of the Russian Federation for such violations while this territory is under illegal 

Russian occupation; 

(5) calls on the Government of the Russian Federation to immediately respect the political 

and human rights of individuals in Crimea, including those detained in Crimea or who have been 

transferred from Crimea to the territory of Russia, and to cease efforts to restrict dissent or 

change the demographic or political nature of the peninsula; 

(6) urges the United States Government, in coordination with the European Union, North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization, and members of the international community, to prioritize efforts 
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to prevent the further consolidation of illegal occupying powers in Crimea, reaffirm unified 

opposition to the actions of the Russian Federation in Crimea, and secure the human rights of 

individuals there; 

(7) welcomes the sanctions that have been imposed and maintained to date by the United 

States and European Union against individuals engaged in furthering the illegal occupation of 

Crimea by the Russian Federation; 

(8) calls on the United States Government to continue to use relevant sanctions authorities, 

including those codified in the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act of 

2017 (Public Law 115–144) and the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act 

(subtitle F of title XII of Public Law 114–328; 22 U.S.C. 2656 note), to address and deter those 

engaged in furthering the illegal occupation of Crimea and human rights abuses and corruption 

committed in Crimea or against individuals from Crimea; 

(9) welcomes further efforts by the United States Government to encourage the European 

Union to impose additional Crimea-related sanctions; and 

(10) calls upon the United States Government to declare it the foreign policy of the United 

States to never recognize the illegal annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation, similar to 

the 1940 Welles Declaration in which the United States refused to recognize the Soviet 

annexation of the Baltic States. 

 

  

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-115publ144/pdf/PLAW-115publ144.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-114publ328/pdf/PLAW-114publ328.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2656
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 
 

S. 853 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Cardin (for himself, Mr. Perdue, Mrs. Feinstein, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Blumenthal, Ms. Collins, Mr. Merkley, 

Mr. Booker, and Mr. Leahy) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 

Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

A BILL 

To identify and combat corruption in countries, to establish a tiered system of countries with respect 

to levels of corruption by their governments and their efforts to combat such corruption, and to 

assess United States assistance to designated countries in order to advance anti-corruption efforts 

in those countries and better serve United States taxpayers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SEC. 1. DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES.—The term “appropriate 

congressional committees” means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives; 

(E) the Committee on Armed Services of the House of Representatives; and 

(F) the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives. 

(2) CORRUPT ACTOR.—The term “corrupt actor” means— 

(A) any foreign person or entity that is a government official or government entity 

responsible for, or complicit in, an act of corruption; and 

(B) any company, in which a person or entity described in subparagraph (A) has a 

significant stake, which is responsible for, or complicit in, an act of corruption. 

(3) CORRUPTION.—The term “corruption” means the exercise of public power for private 

gain, including by bribery, nepotism, fraud, or embezzlement. 

(4) FOREIGN ASSISTANCE.—The term “foreign assistance” means assistance made 

available under— 

(A) the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.); 

(B) the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.); or 

(C) title 10, United States Code. 

(5) GRAND CORRUPTION.—The term “grand corruption” means corruption committed 

at a high level of government that— 

(A) distorts policies or the central functioning of the country; and 

(B) enables leaders to benefit at the expense of the public good. 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2151
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2751
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(6) PETTY CORRUPTION.—The term “petty corruption” means the abuse of entrusted 

power by low- or mid-level public officials in their interactions with ordinary citizens. 

SEC. 2. PUBLICATION OF TIERED RANKING LIST. 
(a) In General .—The Secretary of State shall annually publish, on a publicly accessible 

website, a tiered ranking of all foreign countries. 

(b) Tier 1 Countries .—A country shall be ranked as a tier 1 country in the ranking 

published under subsection (a) if the government of such country is complying with the 

minimum standards set forth in section 4. 

(c) Tier 2 Countries .—A country shall be ranked as a tier 2 country in the ranking 

published under subsection (a) if the government of such country is making efforts to comply 

with the minimum standards set forth in section 4, but is not achieving the requisite level of 

compliance to be ranked as a tier 1 country. 

(d) Tier 3 Countries .—A country shall be ranked as a tier 3 country in the ranking 

published under subsection (a) if the government of such country is making de minimis or no 

efforts to comply with the minimum standards set forth in section 4. 

SEC. 3. MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR THE ELIMINATION OF CORRUPTION AND 

ASSESSMENT OF EFFORTS TO COMBAT CORRUPTION. 
(a) In General .—The government of a country is complying with the minimum standards 

for the elimination of corruption if the government— 

(1) has enacted laws and established government structures, policies, and practices that 

prohibit corruption, including grand corruption and petty corruption; 

(2) enforces the laws described in paragraph (1) by punishing any person who is found, 

through a fair judicial process, to have violated such laws; 

(3) prescribes punishment for grand corruption that is commensurate with the punishment 

prescribed for serious crimes; 

(4) prescribes punishment for petty corruption that— 

(A) provides a sufficiently stringent deterrent; and 

(B) adequately reflects the nature of the offense; and 

(5) is making serious and sustained efforts to eliminate corruption. 

(b) Factors For Assessing Government Efforts To Combat Corruption .—In 

determining whether a government is making serious and sustained efforts to eliminate 

corruption, the Secretary of State shall consider— 

(1) whether the government of the country vigorously investigates and prosecutes acts of 

corruption and convicts and sentences persons responsible for such acts that take place wholly or 

partly within such country, including, as appropriate, requiring incarceration of individuals 

convicted of such acts; 

(2) whether the government of the country vigorously investigates, prosecutes, convicts, and 

sentences public officials who participate in or facilitate corruption, including nationals of the 

country who are deployed in foreign military assignments, trade delegations abroad, or other 

similar missions, who engage in or facilitate severe forms of corruption; 

(3) whether the government of the country has adopted measures to prevent corruption, such 

as measures to inform and educate the public, including potential victims, about the causes and 

consequences of corruption; 

(4) what steps the government of the country has taken to prohibit government officials 

from participating in, facilitating, or condoning corruption, including the investigation, 

prosecution, and conviction of such officials; 
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(5) the extent to which the country provides access, or, as appropriate, makes adequate 

resources available, to civil society organizations and other institutions to combat corruption, 

including reporting, investigating, and monitoring; 

(6) whether an independent judiciary or judicial body in the country responsible for, and 

effectively capable of, deciding corruption cases impartially, on the basis of facts and in 

accordance with the law, without any restrictions, improper influences, inducements, pressures, 

threats, or interferences (direct or indirect) from any quarter or for any reason; 

(7) whether the government of the country is assisting in international investigations of 

transnational corruption networks and in other cooperative efforts to combat grand corruption, 

including cooperating with the governments of other countries to extradite corrupt actors; 

(8) whether the government of the country recognizes the rights of victims of corruption, 

ensures their access to justice, and takes steps to prevent victims from being further victimized or 

persecuted by corrupt actors, government officials, or others; 

(9) whether the government of the country refrains from prosecuting victims of corruption 

or whistleblowers due to such persons having assisted in exposing corruption, and refrains from 

other discriminatory treatment of such persons; and 

(10) such other information relating to corruption as the Secretary of State considers 

appropriate. 

SEC. 4. TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY. 
(a) In General .—Not later than 60 days after publishing the report required under section 

3(a), and prior to obligation by any United States agency of foreign assistance to the government 

of a country ranked as a tier 3 country under section 3(d), the Secretary of State, in coordination 

with the Administrator of the United States Agency for International Development (referred to in 

this Act as the “USAID Administrator”) and the Secretary of Defense, as appropriate, shall— 

(1) conduct a corruption risk assessment and create a corruption mitigation strategy for all 

United States foreign assistance programs to that country; 

(2) require the inclusion of anti-corruption clauses for all foreign assistance contracts, 

grants, and cooperative agreements, which allow for the termination of the contract, grant, or 

cooperative agreement without penalty if credible indicators of corruption are discovered; 

(3) require the inclusion of appropriate clawback clauses for all foreign assistance contracts, 

grants, and cooperative agreements to recover United States taxpayer funds that have been 

misappropriated from the prime contractor, grantee, or cooperative agreement participant 

through corruption; 

(4) require the disclosure of the beneficial ownership of all contractors, subcontractors, 

grantees, cooperative agreement participants, and other organizations receiving funding from the 

United States Government for foreign assistance programs; and 

(5) establish a mechanism for investigating allegations of misappropriated foreign 

assistance funds or equipment. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1420 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

Mr. Coons (for himself, Mr. Markey, Mr. Merkley, Mr. Van Hollen, Mr. Schatz, Mr. Booker, 

Mr. Kaine, Ms. Baldwin, Mr. Whitehouse, Mr. Blumenthal, Mrs. Gillibrand, Mrs. Shaheen, 

Mr. Wyden, Mrs. Feinstein, Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Murray, Mr. Menendez, and Mr. Udall) 

introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign 

Relations 

 

A BILL 

To direct the Secretary of State to review the termination characterization of former members of the 

Department of State who were fired by reason of the sexual orientation of the official, and for 

other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Lavender Offense Victim Exoneration Act of 2017” or the 

“LOVE Act of 2017”. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) During the so-called “Lavender Scare”, at least 1,000 people were wrongfully dismissed 

from the Department of State for alleged homosexuality during the 1950s and well into the 

1960s. 

(2) According to the Department of State’s Bureau of Diplomatic Security, Department of 

State employees were forced out of the Department on the grounds that their sexual orientation 

ostensibly rendered them vulnerable to blackmail and made them security risks. 

(3) In addition to those wrongfully dismissed, many other patriotic Americans were 

prevented from joining the Department due to a screening process that was put in place to 

prevent the hiring of those who, according to the findings of the Bureau of Diplomatic Security, 

“seemed like they might be gay or lesbian”. 

(4) Congress bears a special measure of responsibility as the Department’s actions were in 

part in response to congressional investigations into “sex perversion of Federal employees”, 

reports on the employment of “moral perverts by Government Agencies”, hearings and pressure 

placed on the Department through the appropriations process and congressional complaints that 

Foggy Bottom was “rampant with homosexuals who were sympathetic to Communism and 

vulnerable to blackmail”. 

(5) Between 1950 and 1969, the Department of State was required to report on the number 

of homosexuals fired each year as part of their annual appeals before Committees on 

Appropriations. 

(6) Although the worst effects of the “Lavender Scare” are behind us, as recently as the 

early 1990s, the Department of State’s security office was investigating State personnel thought 

to be gay and driving them out of government service as “security risks”. 
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(7) In 1994, Secretary of State Warren Christopher issued a prohibition against 

discrimination in the Department of State, including that based on sexual orientation. 

(8) In 1998, President William Jefferson Clinton signed Executive Order 13087 barring 

discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 

(9) On January 9, 2017, Secretary of State John Kerry issued a statement regarding the 

“Lavender Scare”, saying, “On behalf of the Department, I apologize to those who were 

impacted by the practices of the past and reaffirm the Department’s steadfast commitment to 

diversity and inclusion for all our employees, including members of the LGBTI community.”. 

SEC. 3. DIRECTOR GENERAL REVIEW. 
(a) Review.—The Director General of the Foreign Service and Director of Human 

Resources of the Department of State, in consultation with the Historian of the Department of 

State, shall review all employee terminations that occurred after January 1, 1950, to determine 

who was wrongfully terminated owing to their sexual orientation, whether real or perceived. 

(b) Report.—Not later than 270 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Director General shall, consistent with applicable privacy regulations, compile the information 

compiled under subsection (a) in a publicly available report. The report shall include historical 

statements made by officials of the Department of State and Congress encouraging and 

implementing policies and tactics that led to the termination of employees due to their sexual 

orientation. 

SEC. 4. REPORTS ON REVIEWS. 
 (b) Reports.—Not later than 270 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and 

annually thereafter for 2 years, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report on the reviews 

conducted under section 3. Each report shall include any comments or recommendations for 

continued actions. 

SEC. 5. ESTABLISHMENT OF RECONCILIATION BOARD. 
(b) Duties.—The Reconciliation Board shall— 

(1) consistent with applicable privacy regulations, contact all employees found to be fired 

due to the “Lavender Scare” or, in the case of deceased former employees, the family members 

of the employees, to inform them that their termination from the Department of State has been 

deemed inappropriate and that, if they wish, their employment record can be changed to reflect 

these findings; 

(2) designate a point of contact at a senior level position within the Office of the Director 

General of the Foreign Service and Director of Human Resources to receive oral testimony of 

any employees or family members of deceased employees mentioned in the report who 

personally experienced discrimination and termination because of the actual or perceived sexual 

orientation in order that such testimony may serve as an official record of these discriminatory 

policies and their impact on United States lives; and 

(3) provide an opportunity for any former employee not mentioned in the report to bring 

forth a grievance to the Board if they believe they were terminated due to their sexual 

orientation. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

S. 3517 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MERKLEY, 

Mr. HEINRICH, and Mr. UDALL) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

 A BILL 
To limit the use of funds for kinetic military operations in or against Iran. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Prevention of Unconstitutional War with Iran Act of 2018”. 

SEC. 2. LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR KINETIC MILITARY OPERATIONS IN 

OR AGAINST IRAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—No funds may be used for kinetic military operations in or against Iran 

except pursuant to an Act or joint resolution of Congress specifically authorizing such use that is 

enacted after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS .—The limitation in subsection (a) shall not apply to the following: 

(1) Kinetic military operations in response to an imminent threat to the United States, as 

otherwise authorized by applicable statutes and joint resolutions. 

(2) The introduction of the United States Armed Forces into hostilities in order to repel a 

sudden attack on the United States, its territories or possessions, or its Armed Forces. 

(3) The deployment of United States Armed Forces to rescue or remove United States 

citizens or personnel. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION .—Nothing in this section may be construed to relieve the 

Executive Branch of restrictions on the use of force or reporting requirements set forth in the 

War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.). 

 

 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=50&section=1541
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

  S. 2016 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. MARKEY introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign 

Relations 

 

A BILL 

To prevent an unconstitutional strike against North Korea. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “No Unconstitutional Strike Against North Korea Act of 

2017”. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) The President is currently prohibited from initiating a war or launching a first strike 

without congressional approval under the United States Constitution and United States law. 

(2) The Constitution, in article I, section 8, grants Congress the sole power to declare war. 

(3) George Washington, in a letter to William Moultrie dated August 28, 1793, wrote, “The 

constitution vests the power of declaring war in Congress; therefore no offensive expedition of 

importance can be undertaken until after they shall have deliberated upon the subject and 

authorized such a measure.”. 

(4) In Examination Number 1 of the Hamilton Papers, dated December 17, 1801, Alexander 

Hamilton wrote, “ ‘The Congress shall have the power to declare war’; the plain meaning of 

which is, that it is the peculiar and exclusive duty of Congress, when the nation is at peace, to 

change that state into a state of war.”. 

(5) James Madison wrote, in Madison Papers, Helvidius, Number 4, dated September 14, 

1793, “The power to declare war, including the power of judging the causes of war, is fully and 

exclusively vested in the legislature … the executive has no right, in any case, to decide the 

question, whether there is or is not cause for declaring war.”. 

(6) Section 2(c) of the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1541(c)) states that “the 

constitutional powers of the President as Commander-in-Chief to introduce United States Armed 

Forces into hostilities, or into situations where imminent involvement in hostilities is clearly 

indicated by the circumstances, are exercised only pursuant to (1) a declaration of war, (2) 

specific statutory authorization, or (3) a national emergency created by attack upon the United 

States, its territories or possessions, or its armed forces”. 

(7) The American people, United States allies in Asia, and the entire world have been 

deeply troubled by escalating tensions on the Korean peninsula. 

(8) Recent polling demonstrates that more than two-thirds of people in the United States 

believe that the United States should attack North Korea only if North Korea attacks first. 

(9) The United States has approximately 28,500 members of the Armed Forces stationed in 

Korea who would be placed in grave danger if an active military conflict were to erupt. 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=50&section=1541
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(10) On August 14, 2017, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Marine Corps General 

Joseph Dunford stated, “The United States military’s priority is to support our government’s 

efforts to achieve the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula through diplomatic and economic 

pressure.”. 

(11) On August 10, 2017, Defense Secretary James Mattis stated that armed conflict with 

North Korea “would be catastrophic”. 

SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON UNCONSTITUTIONAL MILITARY STRIKES AGAINST 

NORTH KOREA. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available to the 

Department of Defense or to any other Federal department or agency may be used to launch a 

military strike against North Korea or introduce the Armed Forces into hostilities in North Korea 

before the date on which Congress declares war on North Korea or enacts an authorization 

described in subsection (b). 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF M ILITARY STRIKES .—An authorization described in this 

subsection is an authorization that meets the requirements of the War Powers Resolution (Public 

Law 93–148; 50 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.) and that is enacted after the date of the enactment of this 

Act. 

(c) EXCEPTIONS .—The prohibition under subsection (a) shall not apply with respect to the 

introduction of the Armed Forces into hostilities to repel a sudden attack on the United States, its 

territories or possessions, the United States Armed Forces, or United States allies or to the 

deployment of United States Armed Forces to rescue or remove United States personnel. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION .—Nothing in this section may be construed to relieve the 

executive branch of the restrictions on the use of force or the reporting requirements stated in the 

War Powers Resolution (Public Law 93–148; 50 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.). 

SEC. 4. SENSE OF CONGRESS IN SUPPORT OF A DIPLOMATIC RESOLUTION TO 

GROWING TENSIONS WITH NORTH KOREA. 
It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) a conflict on the Korean peninsula would have catastrophic consequences for the 

American people, for members of the United States Armed Forces stationed in the region, for 

United States interests, for United States allies the Republic of Korea and Japan, for the long-

suffering people of North Korea, and for global peace and security more broadly, and that 

actions and statements that increase tensions and could lead to miscalculation should be avoided; 

and 

(2) the President, in coordination with United States allies, should explore and pursue every 

feasible opportunity to engage in talks with the Government of North Korea on concrete steps to 

reduce tensions and improve communication, and to initiate negotiations designed to achieve a 

diplomatic agreement to halt and eventually reverse North Korea’s nuclear and missile pursuits 

and to move toward denuclearization and a permanent peace in the Korean peninsula. 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=50&section=1541
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=50&section=1541
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

S. 1580 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MANCHIN, Ms. WARREN, Ms. BALDWIN, 

Mr. MARKEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

Ms. COLLINS, Mr. REED, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. MURPHY, and 

Mr. BOOKER) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 

on Foreign Relations 

 

 

A BILL 
To enhance the transparency, improve the coordination, and intensify the impact of assistance to 

support access to primary and secondary education for displaced children and persons, including 

women and girls, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 
It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) it is critical to ensure that children, particularly girls, displaced by conflicts overseas are 

able to access educational services because such access can combat extremism and reduce 

exploitation and poverty; and 

(2) the educational needs of vulnerable women and girls should be considered in the design, 

implementation, and evaluation of related United States foreign assistance policies and 

programs. 

SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 
It is the policy of the United States to— 

(1) partner with and encourage other countries, public and private multilateral institutions, 

and nongovernmental and civil society organizations, including faith-based organizations and 

organizations representing parents and children, to support efforts to ensure that displaced 

children have access to safe primary and secondary education; 

(2) work with donors to enhance training and capacity-building for the governments of 

countries hosting significant numbers of displaced people to design, implement, and monitor 

programs to effectively address barriers to such education; and 

(3) coordinate with the governments of countries hosting significant numbers of displaced 

people to— 

(A) promote the inclusion of displaced children into the educational systems of such 

countries; and 

(B) in circumstances in which such inclusion is difficult, develop innovative approaches to 

providing safe primary and secondary educational opportunities, such as encouraging schools to 

permit children to be educated by extending the hours of schooling or expanding the number of 

teachers. 

SEC. 3. UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE TO SUPPORT EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR 

DISPLACED CHILDREN. 
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(a) IN GENERAL .—The Secretary of State and the Administrator of the United States 

Agency for International Development are authorized to prioritize and advance ongoing efforts 

to support programs that— 

(1) provide safe primary and secondary education for displaced children; 

(2) build the capacity of institutions in countries hosting displaced people to prevent 

discrimination against displaced children, especially displaced girls, who seek access to such 

education; and 

(3) help increase the access of displaced children, especially displaced girls, to educational, 

economic, and entrepreneurial opportunities, including through the governmental authorities 

responsible for educational or youth services in such host countries. 

(b) COORDINATION W ITH MULTILATERAL ORGANIZATIONS .—The Secretary and 

the Administrator are authorized to coordinate with the World Bank, appropriate agencies of the 

United Nations, and other relevant multilateral organizations to work with governments in other 

countries to collect relevant data, disaggregated by age and gender, on the ability of displaced 

people to access education and participate in economic activity, in order to improve the targeting, 

monitoring, and evaluation of related assistance efforts. 

(c) COORDINATION W ITH PRIVATE SECTOR AND C IVIL SOCIETY 

ORGANIZATIONS .—The Secretary and the Administrator are authorized to work with private 

sector and civil society organizations to promote safe primary and secondary education for 

displaced children. 

SEC. 4. REPORT. 
The Secretary and the Administrator shall include in the report required under section 7 of 

the READ Act (division A of Public Law 115–56; 22 U.S.C. 2151c note) a description of any 

primary or secondary educational services supported by programs for natural or manmade 

disaster relief or response that specifically address the needs of displaced girls. 

 

  

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-115publ56/pdf/PLAW-115publ56.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=2151c


 135 

Committee on  

Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
 

 
Chairman: 

Lamar Alexander 
 

Michael Enzi 

Richard Burr 

Bill Cassidy 

Pat Roberts  

Lisa Murkowksi 

Tim Scott 

Todd Young 

Jerry Moran 

Ron Johnson 

Kevin Cramer 

  Mike Rounds 

Patty Murray, Ranking Member 

Bernie Sanders 

Robert Casey 

Tammy Baldwin 

Elizabeth Warren 

Maggie Hassan 

Tina Smith 

Debbie Stabenow 

Michael Bennet 

Sherrod Brown 

Doug Jones 



 136 

Jacky Rosen 
 

 

 

 

Legislation Summaries 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
 

Republicans:  
Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

138 Alexander  

S. 2554 

To ensure that health insurance issuers and group health plans do not prohibit 

pharmacy providers from providing certain information to enrollees. 

140 Enzi S. 1878 To authorize the Department of Labor’s voluntary protection program. 

142 Burr S. 1105 To amend the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to 

transfer certain funds to the 1974 United Mine Workers of America Pension 

Plan, and for other purposes. 

145 Cassidy S. 196 To provide for a Public Health Emergency Fund, and for other purposes. 

 

147 Roberts S. 241 To prohibit Federal funding of Planned Parenthood Federation of America. 

 
148 Murkowski S. 545 To preserve and protect the free choice of individual employees to form, join, 

or assist labor organizations, or to refrain from such activities. 

150 Scott S. 2940 To provide for the consideration of a definition of anti-Semitism for the 

enforcement of Federal antidiscrimination laws concerning education 

programs or activities.  

152 Young S. 2753 To establish a commission for the purpose of studying the issue of retirement 

security. 

155 Moran S. 781 To amend the Public Health Service Act to limit the liability of health care 

professionals who volunteer to provide health care services in response to a 

disaster. 

157 Johnson S. 2912 To authorize the use of unapproved medical products by patients diagnosed 

with a terminal illness in accordance with State law, and for other purposes. 

158 Cramer 

 

S. 3701 To protect and educate children about the dangers of e-cigarettes and other 

electronic nicotine delivery systems, and for other purposes. 

160 Rounds 

 

S. 856 To amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to require 

criminal background checks for school employees. 
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Legislation Summaries 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
 

Democrats: 

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

163 Murray S. 3203 

To plan, develop, and make recommendations to increase access to sexual 

assault examinations for survivors by holding hospitals accountable and 

supporting the providers that serve them. 

167 Sanders S. 3410 

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a tax on employers 

whose employees receive certain Federal benefits, and for other purposes. 

170 Casey S. 3106 

To authorize the Secretary of Education to establish an Advisory Commission 

on Serving and Supporting Students with Mental Health Disabilities in 

Institutions of Higher Education, and for other purposes. 

 

173 Baldwin S. 783 

To amend the Public Health Service Act to distribute maternity care health 

professionals to health professional shortage areas identified as in need of 

maternity care health services. 

174 Warren S. 1650 

To authorize the Secretary of Health and Human Services to award grants to 

support the access of marginalized youth to sexual health services, and for 

other purposes. 

176 Hassan S. 2584 

To end discrimination based on actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender 

identity in public schools, and for other purposes. 

 

179 Smith S. 1412 
To provide for increases in the Federal minimum wage, and for other purposes. 

181 Stabenow S. 2616 

To prioritize education and training for current and future members of the 

environmental health workforce. 

184 Bennet S. 3230 

To impose a limitation on increases in duties on imports of steel and aluminum 

from Canada, Mexico, and the European Union, to improve congressional 

oversight of tariffs imposed to protect national security, and for other purposes. 

 

186 Brown S. 3762 

To amend the Higher Education Opportunity Act to restrict institutions of 

higher education from using revenues derived from Federal educational 

assistance funds for advertising, marketing, or recruiting purposes. 

 

188 Jones S. 3745 To improve the financial literacy of secondary school students. 

190 Rosen S. 24 

To provide for the compensation of Federal and other government employees 

affected by lapses in appropriations. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

S. 2554 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. ALEXANDER (for herself, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. BARRASSO, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. CASSIDY, 

Ms. SMITH, Mr. DONNELLY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. BALDWIN, 

Mr.KENNEDY, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) introducedthe following bill; which was 

read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To ensure that health insurance issuers and group health plans do not prohibit pharmacy providers 

from providing certain information to enrollees. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. PROHIBITION ON LIMITING CERTAIN INFORMATION ON DRUG PRICES. 
Subpart II of part A of title XXVII of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg–11 et 

seq.) is amended by adding at the end the following: 

“SEC. 2729. INFORMATION ON PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. 
“(a) IN GENERAL.—A group health plan or a health insurance issuer offering group or 

individual health insurance coverage shall— 

“(1) not restrict, directly or indirectly, any pharmacy that dispenses a prescription drug to an 

enrollee in the plan or coverage from informing (or penalize such pharmacy for informing) an 

enrollee of any differential between the enrollee's out-of-pocket cost under the plan or coverage 

with respect to acquisition of the drug and the amount an individual would pay for acquisition of 

the drug without using any health plan or health insurance coverage; and 

“(2) ensure that any entity that provides pharmacy benefits management services under a 

contract with any such health plan or health insurance coverage does not, with respect to such 

plan or coverage, restrict, directly or indirectly, a pharmacy that dispenses a prescription drug 

from informing (or penalize such pharmacy for informing) an enrollee of any differential 

between the enrollee's out-of-pocket cost under the plan or coverage with respect to acquisition 

of the drug and the amount an individual would pay for acquisition of the drug without using any 

health plan or health insurance coverage. 

 

SEC. 2. MODERNIZING THE REPORTING OF BIOLOGICAL AND BIOSIMILAR 

PRODUCTS. 
Subtitle B of title XI of the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization 

Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–173) is amended— 

(1) in section 1111— 

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through (8) as paragraphs (6) through (11), 

respectively; 

(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the following: 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=300gg-11
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-108publ173/pdf/PLAW-108publ173.pdf
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“(3) BIOSIMILAR BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT.—The term ‘biosimilar biological product’ 

means a biological product for which an application under section 351(k) of the Public Health 

Service Act is approved. 

“(4) BIOSIMILAR BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT APPLICANT.—The term ‘biosimilar 

biological product applicant’ means a person who has filed or received approval for a biosimilar 

biological product under section 351(k) of the Public Health Service Act. 

“(5) BIOSIMILAR BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT APPLICATION.—The term ‘biosimilar 

biological product application’ means an application for licensure of a biological product under 

section 351(k) of the Public Health Service Act.”; 

“(C) GENERIC DRUGS.—A generic drug applicant that has submitted an ANDA 

containing a certification under section 505(j)(2)(A)(vii)(IV) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 

Cosmetic Act with respect to a listed drug and another generic drug applicant that has submitted 

an ANDA containing such a certification for the same listed drug shall each file the agreement in 

accordance with subsection (c). The agreement shall be filed prior to the date of the first 

commercial marketing of either of the generic drugs for which such ANDAs were submitted. 

“(D) BIOSIMILAR BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTS.—A biosimilar biological product 

applicant that has submitted a biosimilar biological product application for which a statement 

under section 351(l)(3)(B)(ii)(I) of the Public Health Service Act has been provided with respect 

to a reference product and another biosimilar biological product applicant that has submitted a 

biosimilar biological product application for which such a statement for the same reference 

product has been provided shall each file the agreement in accordance with subsection (c). The 

agreement shall be filed prior to the date of the first commercial marketing of either of the 

biosimilar biological products for which such biosimilar biological product applications were 

submitted.” 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 1878 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr. BENNET) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

 A BILL  
To authorize the Department of Labor’s voluntary protection program. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. VOLUNTARY PROTECTION PROGRAM. 
(a) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS .—The Secretary of Labor shall establish a program of 

entering into cooperative agreements with employers to encourage the establishment of 

comprehensive safety and health management systems that include— 

(1) requirements for systematic assessment of hazards; 

(2) comprehensive hazard prevention, mitigation, and control programs; 

(3) active and meaningful management and employee participation in the voluntary 

program described in subsection (b); and 

(4) employee safety and health training. 

(b) VOLUNTARY PROTECTION PROGRAM .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Labor shall establish and carry out a voluntary 

protection program (consistent with subsection (a)) to encourage excellence and recognize the 

achievement of excellence in both the technical and managerial protection of employees from 

occupational hazards. 

(2) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—The voluntary protection program shall include the 

following: 

(A) APPLICATION.—Employers who volunteer under the program shall be required to 

submit an application to the Secretary of Labor demonstrating that the worksite with respect to 

which the application is made meets such requirements as the Secretary of Labor may require for 

participation in the program. 

(B) ONSITE EVALUATIONS.—There shall be onsite evaluations by representatives of the 

Secretary of Labor to ensure a high level of protection of employees. The onsite visits shall not 

result in enforcement of citations under the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 

U.S.C. 651 et seq.). 

(C) INFORMATION.—Employers who are approved by the Secretary of Labor for 

participation in the program shall assure the Secretary of Labor that information about the safety 

and health program shall be made readily available to the Secretary of Labor to share with 

employees. 

(D) REEVALUATIONS.—Periodic reevaluations by the Secretary of Labor of the 

employers shall be required for continued participation in the program. 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=651
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=651
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(3) MONITORING.—To ensure proper controls and measurement of program performance 

for the voluntary protection program under this section, the Secretary of Labor shall direct the 

Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupational Safety and Health to take the following actions: 

(A) Develop a documentation policy regarding information on follow-up actions taken by 

the regional offices of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration in response to 

fatalities and serious injuries at worksites participating in the voluntary protection program. 

(B) Establish internal controls that ensure consistent compliance by the regional offices of 

the Occupational Safety and Health Administration with the voluntary protection program 

policies of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration for conducting onsite reviews and 

monitoring injury and illness rates, to ensure that only qualified worksites participate in the 

program. 

(C) Establish a system for monitoring the performance of the voluntary protection program 

by developing specific performance goals and measures for the program. 

(4) EXEMPTIONS.—A site with respect to which a voluntary protection program has been 

approved shall, during participation in the program, be exempt from inspections or investigations 

and certain paperwork requirements to be determined by the Secretary of Labor, except that this 

paragraph shall not apply to inspections or investigations arising from employee complaints, 

fatalities, catastrophes, or significant toxic releases. 

(5) NO PAYMENTS REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Labor shall not require any form of 

payment for an employer to qualify or participate in the voluntary protection program. 

(c) TRANSITION .—The Secretary of Labor shall take such steps as may be necessary for 

the orderly transition from the cooperative agreements and voluntary protection programs carried 

out by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration as of the day before the date of 

enactment of this Act, to the cooperative agreements and voluntary protection program 

authorized under this section. In making such transition, the Secretary shall ensure that— 

(1) the voluntary protection program authorized under this section is based upon and 

consistent with the voluntary protection programs carried out on the day before the date of 

enactment of this Act; and 

(2) each employer that, as of the day before the date of enactment of this Act, had an active 

cooperative agreement under the voluntary protection programs carried out by the Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration and was in good standing with respect to the duties and 

responsibilities under such agreement, shall have the option to continue participating in the 

voluntary protection program authorized under this section. 

(3) REGULATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION .—Not later than 2 years after the date of 

enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Labor shall issue final regulations for the voluntary 

protection program authorized under this section and shall begin implementation of the program. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

 

S.1105 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BURR (for himself, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. FRANKEN, 

Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. NELSON, Ms. WARREN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. DONNELLY, 

Ms.HEITKAMP, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MANCHIN, 

Mr. SANDERS, Mr. BOOKER, and Ms. DUCKWORTH) introduced the following bill; which was 

read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

 

A BILL 

To amend the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to transfer certain funds to the 

1974 United Mine Workers of America Pension Plan, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. TRANSFERS TO 1974 UMWA PENSION PLAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Subsection (i) of section 402 of the Surface Mining Control and 

Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232), as amended by the Further Continuing and Security 

Assistance Appropriations Act, 2017, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (4) as paragraph (5); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the following: 

“(4) ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.— 

“(A) CALCULATION.—If the dollar limitation specified in paragraph (3)(A) exceeds the 

aggregate amount required to be transferred under paragraphs (1) and (2) for a fiscal year, the 

Secretary of the Treasury shall transfer an additional amount equal to the difference between 

such dollar limitation and such aggregate amount to the trustees of the 1974 UMWA Pension 

Plan to pay benefits required under that plan. 

“(B) CESSATION OF TRANSFERS.—The transfers described in subparagraph (A) shall 

cease as of the first fiscal year beginning after the first plan year for which the funded percentage 

(as defined in section 432(i)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) of the 1974 UMWA 

Pension Plan is at least 100 percent. 

“(C) PROHIBITION ON BENEFIT INCREASES, ETC.—During a fiscal year in which the 

1974 UMWA Pension Plan is receiving transfers under subparagraph (A), no amendment of such 

plan which increases the liabilities of the plan by reason of any increase in benefits, any change 

in the accrual of benefits, or any change in the rate at which benefits become nonforfeitable 

under the plan may be adopted unless the amendment is required as a condition of qualification 

under part I of subchapter D of chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

“(D) TREATMENT OF TRANSFERS FOR PURPOSES OF WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY 

UNDER ERISA.—The amount of any transfer made under subparagraph (A) (and any earnings 

attributable thereto) shall be disregarded in determining the unfunded vested benefits of the 1974 

UMWA Pension Plan and the allocation of such unfunded vested benefits to an employer for 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=30&section=1232
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=26&section=432
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title26-chapter1-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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purposes of determining the employer’s withdrawal liability under section 4201 of the Employee 

Retirement Income Security Act of 1974. 

“(E) REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN CONTRIBUTION RATE.—A transfer under 

subparagraph (A) shall not be made for a fiscal year unless the persons that are obligated to 

contribute to the 1974 UMWA Pension Plan on the date of the transfer are obligated to make the 

contributions at rates that are no less than those in effect on the date which is 30 days before the 

date of enactment of the Miners Pension Protection Act. 

“(F) ENHANCED ANNUAL REPORTING.— 

“(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the 90th day of each plan year beginning after the date 

of enactment of the Miners Pension Protection Act, the trustees of the 1974 UMWA Pension 

Plan shall file with the Secretary of the Treasury or the Secretary's delegate and the Pension 

Benefit Guaranty Corporation a report (including appropriate documentation and actuarial 

certifications from the plan actuary, as required by the Secretary of the Treasury or the 

Secretary's delegate) that contains— 

“(I) whether the plan is in endangered or critical status under section 305 of the Employee 

Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 and section 432 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 

as of the first day of such plan year; 

“(II) the funded percentage (as defined in section 432(i)(2) of such Code) as of the first day 

of such plan year, and the underlying actuarial value of assets and liabilities taken into account in 

determining such percentage; 

“(III) the market value of the assets of the plan as of the last day of the plan year preceding 

such plan year; 

“(IV) the total value of all contributions made during the plan year preceding such plan 

year; 

“(V) the total value of all benefits paid during the plan year preceding such plan year; 

“(VI) cash flow projections for such plan year and either the 6 or 10 succeeding plan years, 

at the election of the trustees, and the assumptions relied upon in making such projections; 

“(VII) funding standard account projections for such plan year and the 9 succeeding plan 

years, and the assumptions relied upon in making such projections; 

“(VIII) the total value of all investment gains or losses during the plan year preceding such 

plan year; 

“(IX) any significant reduction in the number of active participants during the plan year 

preceding such plan year, and the reason for such reduction; 

“(X) a list of employers that withdrew from the plan in the plan year preceding such plan 

year, and the resulting reduction in contributions; 

“(XI) a list of employers that paid withdrawal liability to the plan during the plan year 

preceding such plan year and, for each employer, a total assessment of the withdrawal liability 

paid, the annual payment amount, and the number of years remaining in the payment schedule 

with respect to such withdrawal liability; 

“(XII) any material changes to benefits, accrual rates, or contribution rates during the plan 

year preceding such plan year; 

“(XIII) any scheduled benefit increase or decrease in the plan year preceding such plan year 

having a material effect on liabilities of the plan; 

“(XIV) details regarding any funding improvement plan or rehabilitation plan and updates 

to such plan; 

“(XV) the number of participants and beneficiaries during the plan year preceding such plan 

year who are active participants, the number of participants and beneficiaries in pay status, and 

the number of terminated vested participants and beneficiaries; 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=26&section=432
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“(XVI) the information contained on the most recent annual funding notice submitted by the 

plan under section 101(f) of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974; 

“(XVII) the information contained on the most recent Department of Labor Form 5500 of 

the plan; and 

“(XVIII) copies of the plan document and amendments, other retirement benefit or ancillary 

benefit plans relating to the plan and contribution obligations under such plans, a breakdown of 

administrative expenses of the plan, participant census data and distribution of benefits, the most 

recent actuarial valuation report as of the plan year, copies of collective bargaining agreements, 

and financial reports, and such other information as the Secretary of the Treasury or the 

Secretary's delegate, in consultation with the Secretary of Labor and the Director of the Pension 

Benefit Guaranty Corporation, may require. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 196
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. NELSON, and Mr. COONS) 

introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, 

Education, Labor, and Pensions

 
 

A BILL 

To provide for a Public Health Emergency Fund, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Public Health Emergency Response and Accountability Act”. 

SEC. 2. PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Section 319 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d) is 

amended— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon the determination of a public health emergency under 

subsection (a), the Secretary shall request the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response 

to convene a group of Federal public health and other Federal officials that shall prepare monthly 

reports related to such emergency for the period described in paragraph (3) and submit such 

reports to Congress. 

“(2) CONTENTS.—The reports prepared under paragraph (1) shall include— 

“(A) in the first monthly report, the proposed budget of the response to the emergency, and, 

in each subsequent report, updates to such budget; 

“(B) a description of how the Secretary plans to use best practices and lessons learned from 

previous public health emergency responses; 

“(C) a description of how collaboration among public health agencies and departments will 

be achieved, strategies for public communication, and acquisition and distribution of supplies; 

“(D) an identification of additional authorities needed, if any, to respond to the emergency; 

and 

“(E) in the first monthly report, the justification for triggering the public health emergency 

response. 

“(3) PERIOD.—The period described in this paragraph is the period beginning not later 

than 30 days after the determination of a public health emergency under subsection (a) and 

ending 30 days after the determination of the emergency terminates in accordance with such 

subsection.” 

 “(3) FUNDING.— 

“(A) APPROPRIATIONS.— 

“(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (iv), upon the determination of each public health 

emergency under subsection (a), there is appropriated to the Public Health Emergency Fund, out 

of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal year of the determination, 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=247d
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an amount determined under subparagraph (C), to remain available until expended, which may 

be used in accordance with subparagraph (D). 

“(ii) REPORTING.—The reporting requirements contained in subsection (b) shall apply 

with respect to amounts appropriated under clause (i). 

 “(B) USE OF FUNDS.— 

“(i) IN GENERAL.—Amounts appropriated to the Public Health Emergency Fund under 

subparagraph (B) shall be used by the Secretary in accordance with the proposed budget 

described in subsection (b)(2) for any public health emergency determined under subsection (a) 

that has not terminated under such subsection. Such funds shall be used— 

“(I) to provide assistance for immediate Federal, State, local, or international response 

needs with respect to any public health emergency determined under subsection (a); and 

“(II) for activities determined appropriate by the Secretary to improve preparedness and 

response to protect human health for all populations in any public health emergency determined 

under subsection (a). 

 (b) EXEMPTION OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY FUND FROM 

SEQUESTRATION .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 255(g)(1)(A) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 

Control Act of 1985 is amended by inserting “Public Health Emergency Fund (009–91–9913).” 

after the item relating to “Postal Service Fund (18–4020–0–3–372).”. 

(2) APPLICATION.—The amendment made by paragraph (1) shall apply to any 

sequestration order issued under such Act on or after the date of enactment of this section. 

(c) GAO  REPORTS .— 

(1) POST-EMERGENCY REPORT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months after the termination of a determination of a 

public health emergency under section 319 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d), 

the Comptroller General of the United States shall review response efforts by Federal, State, and 

local government entities, as well as any other relevant entities engaged in response efforts, and 

submit a report to the appropriate committees of Congress to determine— 

(i) the compliance of such efforts with best practices identified in the report under paragraph 

(1); 

(ii) the effectiveness of such best practices; 

(iii) the cost of such efforts; 

(iv) the areas of potential continued improvement in coordination between Federal, State, 

and local government entities to respond more effectively to infectious disease outbreaks; and 

(v) how to incorporate additional best practices which may be incorporated in future 

response efforts. 

 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=247d
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 241 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Roberts (for himrself, Mr. Cornyn, Mr. Cruz, Mr. Blunt, , Mr. Scott, Mr. Paul, Mr. Lankford, Mr. Moran, 

Mr. Rubio, Mr. Daines, Mr. Hoeven, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Sasse, Mrs. Fischer, Mr. Crapo, Mr. Kennedy, 

Mr. Lee, Mr. Risch, Mr. Wicker, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Corker, Mr. Grassley, and Mr. Graham) introduced the 

following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 

Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To prohibit Federal funding of Planned Parenthood Federation of America. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Protect Funding for Women's Health Care Act”. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds as follows: 

(1) State and county health departments, community health centers, hospitals, physicians 

offices, and other entities currently provide, and will continue to provide, health services to 

women. Such health services include relevant diagnostic laboratory and radiology services, well-

child care, prenatal and postpartum care, immunization, family planning services including 

contraception, sexually transmitted disease testing, cervical and breast cancer screenings, and 

referrals. 

(2) Many such entities provide services to all persons, regardless of the person’s ability to 

pay, and provide services in medically underserved areas and to medically underserved 

populations. 

(3) All funds no longer available to Planned Parenthood will continue to be made available 

to other eligible entities to provide women’s health care services. 

SEC. 3. PROHIBITION. 
(a) In General .—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no Federal funds may be 

made available to Planned Parenthood Federation of America, or to any of its affiliates, 

subsidiaries, successors, or clinics. 

(b) Rules Of Construction.—Nothing in this Act shall be construed to— 

(1) affect any limitation contained in an appropriations Act relating to abortion; or 

(2) reduce overall Federal funding available in support of women’s health. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 545 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. MURKOWSKI  (for herself, Mr. PAUL, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. ENZI, 

Mrs. ERNST, Mr. HELLER, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, Mr. MORAN, Mr.PERDUE, 

Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. GRAHAM) 

introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, 

Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To preserve and protect the free choice of individual employees to form, join, or assist labor 

organizations, or to refrain from such activities. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “National Right-to-Work Act”. 

SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS TO THE NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS ACT. 
(a) R IGHTS OF EMPLOYEES .—Section 7 of the National Labor Relations Act (29 U.S.C. 

157) is amended by striking “except to” and all that follows through “authorized in section 

8(a)(3)”. 

(b) UNFAIR LABOR PRACTICES .—Section 8 of the National Labor Relations Act (29 

U.S.C. 158) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(3), by striking “: Provided, That” and all that follows through 

“retaining membership”; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking “or to discriminate” and all that follows through “retaining 

membership”; and 

(B) in paragraph (5), by striking “covered by an agreement authorized under subsection 

(a)(3) of this section”; and 

(3) in subsection (f)— 

(A) by striking clause (2) and redesignating clauses (3) and (4) as clauses (2) and (3), 

respectively; and 

(B) by striking “Provided, That nothing in this subsection shall set aside the final proviso to 

section 8(a)(3) of this Act:”. 

(c) ADDITIONAL CONFORMING AMENDMENTS .—The National Labor Relations Act 

(29 U.S.C. 151 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 9 (29 U.S.C. 159), by striking subsection (e); 

(2) in section 3(b), by striking “or (e)”; and 

(3) in section 8(f), as amended by subsection (b)(3), by striking “or 9(e)”. 

SEC. 3. AMENDMENT TO THE RAILWAY LABOR ACT. 
Section 2 of the Railway Labor Act (45 U.S.C. 152) is amended by striking the Eleventh 

paragraph under the heading for general duties. 

SEC. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=157
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=157
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=158
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=158
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=151
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=159
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=45&section=152
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This Act, and the amendments made by this Act, shall apply to any agreement entered into 

or renewed after the date of enactment of this Act.  
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 2940 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Scott (for himself, Mr. Casey, Mr. Wyden, Mr. Bennet, and Mr. Graham) introduced the following bill; 

which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To provide for the consideration of a definition of anti-Semitism for the enforcement of Federal 

antidiscrimination laws concerning education programs or activities.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Anti-Semitism Awareness Act of 2018”. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (referred to in the section as “title VI”) is one of 

the principal antidiscrimination statutes enforced by the Department of Education’s Office for 

Civil Rights. 

(2) Title VI prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin. 

(3) Both the Department of Justice and the Department of Education have properly 

concluded that title VI prohibits discrimination against Jews, Muslims, Sikhs, and members of 

other religious groups when the discrimination is based on the group’s actual or perceived shared 

ancestry or ethnic characteristics or when the discrimination is based on actual or perceived 

citizenship or residence in a country whose residents share a dominant religion or a distinct 

religious identity. 

(4) A September 8, 2010, letter from Assistant Attorney General Thomas E. Perez to 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights Russlynn H. Ali stated that “[a]lthough Title VI does not 

prohibit discrimination on the basis of religion, discrimination against Jews, Muslims, Sikhs, and 

members of other groups violates Title VI when that discrimination is based on the group’s 

actual or perceived shared ancestry or ethnic characteristics”. 

(5) To assist State and local educational agencies and schools in their efforts to comply with 

Federal law, the Department of Education periodically issues Dear Colleague letters. On a 

number of occasions, these letters set forth the Department of Education’s interpretation of the 

statutory and regulatory obligations of schools under title VI. 

(6) On September 13, 2004, the Department of Education issued a Dear Colleague letter 

regarding the obligations of schools (including colleges) under title VI to address incidents 

involving religious discrimination. The 2004 letter specifically notes that “since the attacks of 

September 11, 2001, OCR has received complaints of race or national origin harassment 

commingled with aspects of religious discrimination against Arab Muslim, Sikh, and Jewish 

students.”. 

(7) An October 26, 2010, Dear Colleague letter issued by the Department of Education 

stated, “While Title VI does not cover discrimination based solely on religion, groups that face 

discrimination on the basis of actual or perceived shared ancestry or ethnic characteristics may 
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not be denied protection under Title VI on the ground that they also share a common faith. These 

principles apply not just to Jewish students, but also to students from any discrete religious group 

that shares, or is perceived to share, ancestry or ethnic characteristics (e.g., Muslims or Sikhs).”. 

(8) Anti-Semitism, and harassment on the basis of actual or perceived shared ancestry or 

ethnic characteristics with a religious group, remains a persistent, disturbing problem in 

elementary and secondary schools and on college campuses. 

(9) Students from a range of diverse backgrounds, including Jewish, Arab Muslim, and Sikh 

students, are being threatened, harassed, or intimidated in their schools (including on their 

campuses) on the basis of their shared ancestry or ethnic characteristics including through 

harassing conduct that creates a hostile environment so severe, pervasive, or persistent so as to 

interfere with or limit some students’ ability to participate in or benefit from the services, 

activities, or opportunities offered by schools. 

(10) The 2010 Dear Colleague letter cautioned schools that they “must take prompt and 

effective steps reasonably calculated to end the harassment, eliminate any hostile environment, 

and its effects, and prevent the harassment from recurring,” but did not provide guidance on 

current manifestations of anti-Semitism, including discriminatory anti-Semitic conduct that is 

couched as anti-Israel or anti-Zionist. 

(11) The definition and examples referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 3 have 

been valuable tools to help identify contemporary manifestations of anti-Semitism, and include 

useful examples of discriminatory anti-Israel conduct that crosses the line into anti-Semitism. 

(12) Awareness of this definition of anti-Semitism will increase understanding of the 

parameters of contemporary anti-Jewish conduct and will assist the Department of Education in 

determining whether an investigation of anti-Semitism under title VI is warranted. 

SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION FOR TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 

1964. 
In reviewing, investigating, or deciding whether there has been a violation of title VI of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.) on the basis of race, color, or national origin, 

based on an individual’s actual or perceived shared Jewish ancestry or Jewish ethnic 

characteristics, the Department of Education shall take into consideration the definition of anti-

Semitism as part of the Department’s assessment of whether the practice was motivated by anti-

Semitic intent. 

SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATION. 
The Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights shall administer and enforce title VI of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.) and title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 

(20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.) in a manner that is consistent with the manner of administration and 

enforcement described in the Dear Colleague letter issued on September 13, 2004, by the Deputy 

Assistant Secretary for Enforcement of the Department of Education, entitled “Title VI and Title 

IX Religious Discrimination in Schools and Colleges”. 

SEC. 5. OTHER RULES OF CONSTRUCTION. 
(a) General Rule Of Construction .—Nothing in this Act shall be construed— 

(1) to expand the authority of the Secretary of Education; 

(2) to alter the standards pursuant to which the Department of Education makes a 

determination that harassing conduct amounts to actionable discrimination; or 

(3) to diminish or infringe upon the rights protected under any other provision of law that is 

in effect as of the date of enactment of this Act. 

(b) Constitutional Protections .—Nothing in this Act shall be construed to diminish or 

infringe upon any right protected under the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States.  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=2000d
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=2000d
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=1681
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 2753 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Young (for himself and Mr. Booker) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 
To establish a commission for the purpose of studying the issue of retirement security. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT. 
There is established in the executive branch a commission to be known as the “Commission 

on Retirement Security” (referred to in this Act as the “Commission”). 

SEC. 2. MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION. 
(a) Number And Appointment .—The Commission shall be comprised of 15 members 

as follows: 

(1) The Secretary of Labor (or the Secretary’s designee). 

(2) The Secretary of the Treasury (or the Secretary’s designee). 

(3) The Secretary of Commerce (or the Secretary's designee). 

(4) Three shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives 

 (5) Three shall be appointed by the minority leader of the House of Representatives 

(6) Three shall be appointed by the majority leader of the Senate 

 (7) Three shall be appointed by the minority leader of the Senate 

 (c) Chairperson And Co-Chairperson.— 

(1) CHAIRPERSON.—The President shall select the chairperson of the Commission from 

among the Members selected for the Commission. 

(2) CO-CHAIRPERSON.—The co-chairperson shall be selected as follows: 

(A) If, on the date of appointment, the majority leader of the Senate is of a different political 

party than the President, such majority leader shall select the co-chairperson from among the 

Members selected for the Commission. 

(B) If, on the date of appointment, the majority leader of the Senate is of the same political 

party as the President, the minority leader of the Senate shall select the co-chairperson from 

among the Members selected for the Commission. 

 (C) Hearings.—In carrying out its duties under this Act, the Commission is authorized to 

hold such hearings and take testimony with respect to matters to which it has a responsibility 

under this Act. The Chairperson, or any member authorized by the Chairperson, may administer 

oaths or affirmations to witnesses appearing before the Commission. The Commission shall hold, 

at minimum, not fewer than 4 hearings in a location that is outside of the metropolitan area of 

Washington, DC, and within the United States. 

SEC. 3. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION. 
(a) Study Of Retirement Security.—The Commission shall— 
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(1) conduct a comprehensive study of the state of retirement security in America, which 

shall include— 

(A) a comprehensive review of private benefit programs existing in the United States, with 

a particular focus on the historical movement from defined benefit to defined contribution 

models; 

(B) a comprehensive review of private retirement coverage, individual and household 

accounts balances, investment trends, costs and net returns, and retention and distribution during 

retirement; 

(C) a comprehensive review of societal trends, including wage growth, economic growth, 

unique small business challenges, serial employment, gig economy, health care costs, life 

expectancy, and shrinking household size, that could lead future generations to be less 

financially secure in retirement compared to previous generations; and 

(D) a comprehensive review of other countries’ retirement programs; and 

(2) submit to Congress recommendations on how to improve or replace existing private 

retirement programs. 

(b) Report.—Upon the affirmative vote of at least 3⁄4 of the members of the Commission, 

the Commission shall submit to the President and Congress a detailed statement of its findings 

and conclusions as a result of the study under subsection (a), together with its recommendations 

for such legislation or administrative actions as the Commission considers appropriate in light of 

the results of the study. 

(c) Deadline.—The report under subsection (b) shall be submitted not later than the date 

that is 2 years after the date a majority of the members of the Commission are appointed. 

SEC. 4. OPERATION AND POWERS OF THE COMMISSION. 
(a) Executive Branch Assistance .—The heads of the following agencies shall advise 

and consult with the Commission on matters within their respective areas of responsibility: 

(1) The Bureau of the Census. 

(2) The Internal Revenue Service. 

(3) The Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

(4) The Social Security Administration. 

(5) The Department of Health and Human Services. 

(6) The Department of Agriculture. 

(7) The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation. 

(8) Any other agency, as determined by the Commission. 

 (B) Meetings.—The Commission shall meet not later than 30 days after the date upon 

which a majority of its members have been appointed and at such times thereafter as the 

chairperson or co-chairperson shall determine. Detailed minutes of each meeting of the 

Commission, except for any closed session, shall be kept and shall include a record of the 

persons present and a complete and accurate description of matters discussed. 

(C) Rules Of Procedure.—The chairperson and co-chairperson shall, with the approval 

of a majority of the members of the Commission, establish written rules of procedure for the 

Commission, which shall include a quorum requirement to conduct the business of the 

Commission. 

(D) Hearings.—The Commission may, for the purpose of carrying out this Act, hold 

hearings, sit and act at times and places, take testimony, and receive evidence as the Commission 

considers appropriate. Timely public notice of each hearing, including the time, place, and 

agenda of the meeting, shall be provided by any means that will result in wide publicity in the 

region of the United States in which it is held. Timely notice of each regular meeting shall be 
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published in the Federal Register. Interested persons shall be permitted to submit written 

statements regarding the matters on the agenda of such hearings. 

SEC. 5. FUNDING. 
(a) In General .—Subject to subsection (b) and the availability of appropriations at the 

request of the Secretary of Labor, the agencies described in section 5(a) shall transfer funds, as 

specified in advance in appropriations Act and in a total amount not to exceed $5,000,000, to the 

Department of Labor for the purpose of carrying out the activities of the Commission in 

accordance with this Act. 

(b) Administrative Support .—The Department of Labor shall provide administrative 

support to the Commission, which may include providing physical space at, and access to, the 

headquarters of the Department of Labor located in Washington, DC. 

(c) Prohibition On New Funding.—No additional funds are authorized to be 

appropriated to carry out this Act. This Act shall be carried out using amounts otherwise 

available for the Department of Labor or the agencies described in section 5(a). 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 781 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr. KING, and Mr. MANCHIN) introduced the following bill; which was read 

twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To amend the Public Health Service Act to limit the liability of health care professionals who 

volunteer to provide health care services in response to a disaster. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. LIMITATION ON LIABILITY FOR VOLUNTEER HEALTH CARE 

PROFESSIONALS. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Title II of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 202 et seq.) is 

amended by inserting after section 224 the following: 

“SEC. 224A. LIMITATION ON LIABILITY FOR VOLUNTEER HEALTH CARE 

PROFESSIONALS. 
“(a) L IMITATION ON L IABILITY .—Except as provided in subsection (b), a health care 

professional shall not be liable under Federal or State law for any harm caused by an act or 

omission of the professional if— 

“(1) the professional is serving as a volunteer for purposes of responding to a disaster; and 

“(2) the act or omission occurs— 

“(A) during the period of the disaster, as determined under the laws listed in subsection 

(e)(1); 

“(B) in the health care professional’s capacity as such a volunteer; and 

“(C) in a good faith belief that the individual being treated is in need of health care services. 

“(b) EXCEPTIONS .—Subsection (a) does not apply if— 

“(1) the harm was caused by an act or omission constituting willful or criminal misconduct, 

gross negligence, reckless misconduct, or a conscious flagrant indifference to the rights or safety 

of the individual harmed by the health care professional; or 

“(2) the health care professional rendered the health care services under the influence (as 

determined pursuant to applicable State law) of intoxicating alcohol or an intoxicating drug. 

“(c) STANDARD OF PROOF.—In any civil action or proceeding against a health care 

professional claiming that the limitation in subsection (a) applies, the plaintiff shall have the 

burden of proving by clear and convincing evidence the extent to which limitation does not 

apply. 

“(d) PREEMPTION .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—This section preempts the laws of a State or any political subdivision 

of a State to the extent that such laws are inconsistent with this section, unless such laws provide 

greater protection from liability. 

“(2) VOLUNTEER PROTECTION ACT.—Protections afforded by this section are in 

addition to those provided by the Volunteer Protection Act of 1997. 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=202
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“(e) DEFINITIONS .—In this section: 

“(1) The term ‘disaster’ means— 

“(A) a national emergency declared by the President under the National Emergencies Act; 

“(B) an emergency or major disaster declared by the President under the Robert T. Stafford 

Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act; or 

“(C) a public health emergency determined by the Secretary under section 319 of this Act. 

“(2) The term ‘harm’ includes physical, nonphysical, economic, and noneconomic losses. 

“(3) The term ‘health care professional’ means an individual who is licensed, certified, or 

authorized in one or more States to practice a health care profession. 

“(4) The term ‘State’ includes each of the several States, the District of Columbia, the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and any other territory or possession of the United States. 

“(5) (A) The term ‘volunteer’ means a health care professional who, with respect to the 

health care services rendered, does not receive— 

“(i) compensation; or 

“(ii) any other thing of value in lieu of compensation, in excess of $500 per year. 

“(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), the term ‘compensation’— 

“(i) includes payment under any insurance policy or health plan, or under any Federal or 

State health benefits program; and 

“(ii) excludes— 

“(I) reasonable reimbursement or allowance for expenses actually incurred; 

“(II) receipt of paid leave; and 

“(III) receipt of items to be used exclusively for rendering the health services in the health 

care professional’s capacity as a volunteer described in subsection (a)(1).”. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—This Act and the amendment made by subsection (a) shall take effect 

90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) APPLICATION.—This Act applies to any claim for harm caused by an act or omission 

of a health care professional where the claim is filed on or after the effective date of this Act, but 

only if the harm that is the subject of the claim or the conduct that caused such harm occurred on 

or after such effective date. 

SEC. 2. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS. 
It is the sense of the Congress that— 

(1) Federal and State agencies and licensing boards should cooperate to facilitate the timely 

movement of properly licensed volunteer health care professionals to areas affected by a disaster; 

and 

(2) the appropriate licensing entities should verify the licenses of volunteer health care 

professionals’ serving disaster victims as soon as is reasonably practical following a disaster. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 2912 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. JOHNSON introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 
To authorize the use of unapproved medical products by patients diagnosed with a terminal illness in 

accordance with State law, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Trickett Wendler Right to Try Act of 2016”. 

SEC. 2. USE OF UNAPPROVED MEDICAL PRODUCTS BY PATIENTS DIAGNOSED 

WITH A TERMINAL ILLNESS. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Notwithstanding the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 

301 et seq.), the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), and any other provision of 

Federal law, the Federal Government shall not take any action to prohibit or restrict— 

(1) the production, manufacture, distribution, prescribing, or dispensing of an experimental 

drug, biological product, or device that— 

(A) is intended to treat a patient who has been diagnosed with a terminal illness; and 

(B) is authorized by, and in accordance with, State law; and 

(2) the possession or use of an experimental drug, biological product, or device— 

(A) that is described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1); and 

(B) for which the patient has received a certification from a physician, who is in good 

standing with the physician's certifying organization or board, that the patient has exhausted, or 

otherwise does not meet qualifying criteria to receive, any other available treatment options. 

(b) NO L IABILITY OR USE OF OUTCOMES .— 

(1) NO LIABILITY.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no liability shall lie 

against a producer, manufacturer, distributor, prescriber, dispenser, possessor, or user of an 

experimental drug, biological product, or device for the production, manufacture, distribution, 

prescribing, dispensing, possession, or use of an experimental drug, biological product, or device 

that is in compliance with subsection (a). 

(2) NO USE OF OUTCOMES.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the outcome 

of any production, manufacture, distribution, prescribing, dispensing, possession, or use of an 

experimental drug, biological product, or device that was done in compliance with subsection (a) 

shall not be used by a Federal agency reviewing the experimental drug, biological product, or 

device to delay or otherwise adversely impact review or approval of such experimental drug, 

biological product, or device. 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=21&section=301
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=21&section=301
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=21&section=801
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 3701 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. CRAMER (for himself and Mr. UDALL) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to 

the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To protect and educate children about the dangers of e-cigarettes and other electronic nicotine 

delivery systems, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Smoke-Free Schools Act of 2019”. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds the following: 

(1) The use of tobacco among young students remains a serious health concern, with more 

than 1 in every 4 high school students, and approximately 1 in every 14 middle school students, 

reporting recently using a tobacco product. 

(2) Since 2014, e-cigarettes and other electronic nicotine delivery systems (commonly 

referred to as “ENDS”) have become the most commonly used and popular tobacco products 

among middle school and high school students. 

(3) The use of electronic nicotine delivery systems, including e-cigarettes, continues to rise, 

with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration 

having recorded a 50-percent and more than 75-percent increase in e-cigarette use among middle 

school and high school students, respectively, from 2017 to 2018. 

(4) The most recent data finds that 3,620,000 middle school and high school students were 

current e-cigarette users in 2018, an increase of 1,500,000 students in just one year. 

(5) Electronic nicotine delivery systems, including e-cigarettes, contain nicotine, a drug the 

Surgeon General has determined is highly addictive and can be harmful to the development of 

the adolescent brain. 

(6) Congress has a major policy-setting role in ensuring that the use of tobacco products 

among minors is discouraged to the maximum extent possible. 

(7) Additionally, local educational agencies should be given greater flexibility to target 

specific funding to efforts aimed at eradicating the problem of the use of electronic nicotine 

delivery systems, including e-cigarettes, as such use affects student health, productivity, safety, 

and outcomes and impedes a distraction-free learning environment. 

SEC. 3. STUDIES AND REPORTS ON THE USE OF ELECTRONIC NICOTINE DELIVERY 

SYSTEMS. 
(a) FDA  STUDIES .— 

(1) STUDY.—Not later than 60 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary shall, in coordination with the Secretary of Education and the Director of the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, conduct a study, or several studies, including 

all of the following topics: 
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(A) Best practices for schools and local educational agencies to take in addressing 

electronic nicotine delivery systems in schools, which may include— 

(i) banning electronic nicotine delivery systems on school grounds; or 

(ii) steps that can be taken by schools to educate students regarding the dangers of 

electronic nicotine delivery systems. 

(B) Gaps in knowledge of the harms of electronic nicotine delivery system use 

among adolescents and young adults, including injuries and poisoning relating to 

electronic nicotine delivery systems. 

(C) The dose-response association between electronic nicotine delivery system use 

and combustible tobacco smoking in adolescents and young adults, including an 

assessment of the frequency and intensity of use and dependence systems for both 

types of products. 

(D) To the extent practicable, current efforts, as of the date of the study, by local 

educational agencies to target Federal funding to combat electronic nicotine delivery 

system use in schools. 

(2) CONSULTATION.—In the process of conducting any study under paragraph (1), the 

Secretary shall solicit input from State educational agencies, local educational agencies, 

consumer advocacy groups, physicians specializing in lung disease, addiction specialists, 

or any other entity determined appropriate by the Secretary, after consultation with the 

Secretary of Education and the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 

shall prepare and submit, to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 

the Senate and the Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of 

Representatives, a report on each study conducted under paragraph (1). Such report shall 

include recommendations for such legislative and administrative actions as such 

Secretary determines to be appropriate. 

(b) FTC  STUDIES .—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the Federal Trade 

Commission undertakes any study regarding the marketing effects of tobacco products, the 

Federal Trade Commission shall ensure that the study addresses the marketing effects of 

electronic nicotine delivery systems. 

(c) DEFINITIONS .—In this section: 

(1) ELECTRONIC NICOTINE DELIVERY SYSTEM.—The term “electronic nicotine 

delivery system” means any electronic nicotine delivery system, including e-cigarettes. 

(2) ESEA DEFINITIONS.—The terms “local educational agency” and “State educational 

agency” have the meanings given the terms in section 8101 of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801)). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means the Secretary of Health and Human 

Services, acting through the Commissioner of Food and Drugs. 

 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=7801
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 856 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. ROUNDS (for himself, Mr. KIRK, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. TILLIS) introduced 

the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, 

Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 
To amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to require criminal background 

checks for school employees. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR SCHOOL EMPLOYEES. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Subpart 2 of part E of title IX of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7901 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the following: 

“SEC. 9537. CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR SCHOOL EMPLOYEES. 
“(a) CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK REQUIREMENTS .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State educational agency and local educational agency that 

receives funds under this Act shall have in effect policies and procedures that require a criminal 

background check for each school employee in each covered school served by such State 

educational agency and local educational agency. 

“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—A background check required under paragraph (1) shall be 

conducted and administered by— 

“(A) the State; 

“(B) the State educational agency; or 

“(C) the local educational agency. 

“(b) STATE AND LOCAL USES OF FUNDS .—A State, State educational agency, or local 

educational agency that receives funds under this Act may use such funds to establish, 

implement, or improve policies and procedures on background checks for school employees 

required under subsection (a) to— 

“(1) expand the registries or repositories searched when conducting background checks, 

such as— 

“(A) the State criminal registry or repository of the State in which the school employee 

resides; 

“(B) the State-based child abuse and neglect registries and databases of the State in which 

the school employee resides; 

“(C) the Federal Bureau of Investigation fingerprint check using the Integrated Automated 

Fingerprint Identification System; and 

“(D) the National Sex Offender Registry established under section 119 of the Adam Walsh 

Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16919); 

“(2) provide school employees with training and professional development on how to 

recognize, respond to, and prevent child abuse; 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=7901
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=16919
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“(3) develop, implement, or improve mechanisms to assist covered local educational 

agencies and covered schools in effectively recognizing and quickly responding to incidents of 

child abuse by school employees; 

“(4) develop and disseminate information on best practices and Federal, State, and local 

resources available to assist local educational agencies and schools in preventing and responding 

to incidents of child abuse by school employees; 

“(5) develop professional standards and codes of conduct for the appropriate behavior of 

school employees; 

“(6) establish, implement, or improve policies and procedures for covered State educational 

agencies, covered local educational agencies, or covered schools to provide the results of 

background checks to— 

“(A) individuals subject to the background checks in a statement that indicates whether the 

individual is ineligible for such employment due to the background check and includes 

information related to each disqualifying crime; 

“(B) the employer in a statement that indicates whether a school employee is eligible or 

ineligible for employment, without revealing any disqualifying crime or other related 

information regarding the individual; 

“(C) another employer in the same State or another State, as permitted under State law, 

without revealing any disqualifying crime or other related information regarding the individual; 

and 

“(D) another local educational agency in the same State or another State that is considering 

such school employee for employment, as permitted under State law, without revealing any 

disqualifying crime or other related information regarding the individual; 

“(7) establish, implement, or improve procedures that include periodic background checks, 

which also allows for an appeals process as described in paragraph (8), for school employees in 

accordance with State policies or the policies of covered local educational agencies served by the 

covered State educational agency; 

“(8) establish, implement, or improve a process by which a school employee may appeal the 

results of a background check, which process is completed in a timely manner, gives each school 

employee notice of an opportunity to appeal, and instructions on how to complete the appeals 

process; 

“(9) establish, implement, or improve a review process through which the covered State 

educational agency or covered local educational agency may determine that a school employee 

disqualified due to a crime is eligible for employment due to mitigating circumstances as 

determined by a covered local educational agency or a covered State educational agency; 

“(10) establish, implement, or improve policies and procedures intended to ensure a covered 

State educational agency or covered local educational agency does not knowingly transfer or 

facilitate the transfer of a school employee if the agency knows that employee has engaged in 

sexual misconduct, as defined by State law, with an elementary school or secondary school 

student; 

“(11) provide that policies and procedures are published on the website of the covered State 

educational agency and the website of each covered local educational agency served by the 

covered State educational agency; 

“(12) provide school employees with training regarding the appropriate reporting of 

incidents of child abuse under section 106(b)(2)(B)(i) of the Child Abuse Prevention and 

Treatment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106a(b)(2)(B)(i)); and 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=5106a
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“(13) support any other activities determined by the State to protect student safety or 

improve the comprehensiveness, coordination, and transparency of policies and procedures on 

criminal background checks for school employees in the State. 

“(c) NO PRIVATE R IGHT OF ACTION .—Nothing in this section shall be construed to 

create a private right of action if a State, covered State educational agency, covered local 

educational agency, or covered school is in compliance with State regulations and requirements 

concerning background checks. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 3203 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms. MURKOWSKI) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 

and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 
To plan, develop, and make recommendations to increase access to sexual assault examinations for 

survivors by holding hospitals accountable and supporting the providers that serve them. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. PURPOSE. 
It is the purpose of this Act to increase access to medical forensic sexual assault 

examinations and treatment provided by sexual assault forensic examiners for survivors by 

identifying and addressing gaps in obtaining those services. 

SEC. 2. UNDERSTANDING SEXUAL ASSAULT CARE. 
(a) PURPOSE .—It is the purpose of this section to identify areas for improvement in health 

care delivery systems providing services to survivors of sexual assault. 

(c) ELIGIBILITY .—To be eligible to receive a grant under this section, a State shall— 

(1) have public, private, or nonprofit hospitals that receive Federal funding; and 

(2) submit to the Secretary an application through a competitive process to be determined 

by the Secretary. 

(d) PUBLIC D ISSEMINATION AND CAMPAIGN .— 

(1) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The results of the surveys conducted under grants 

awarded under this section shall be published by the Secretary on the website of the Department 

of Health and Human Services on a biennial basis. 

(2) CAMPAIGNS.—A State that receives a grant under this section shall carry out the 

following: 

(A) Make the findings of the survey conducted under the grant public. 

(B) Use the findings to develop a strategic action plan to increase the number of trained 

examiners available in the State and create policies to increase survivor access to trained 

examiners. 

(C) Use the findings to develop and implement a public awareness campaign that includes 

the following: 

(i) An online toolkit describing how and where sexual assault survivors can obtain 

assistance and care, including MFEs, in the State. 

(ii) A Model Standard Response Protocol for health care providers to implement upon 

arrival of a patient seeking care for sexual assault. 

(iii) A Model Sexual Assault Response Team Protocol incorporating interdisciplinary 

community coordination between hospitals, emergency departments, hospital administration, 

local rape crisis programs, law enforcement, prosecuting attorneys, and other health and human 

service agencies and stakeholders with respect to delivering survivor-centered sexual assault care 

and MFEs. 
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(iv) A notice of State and Federal laws prohibiting charging or billing survivors of sexual 

assault for care and services related to sexual assault. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS .—There is authorized to be appropriated to 

carry out this section, $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2019 through 2024. 

SEC. 3. IMPROVING AND STRENGTHENING THE SEXUAL ASSAULT EXAMINER 

WORKFORCE CLINICAL AND CONTINUING EDUCATION PILOT PROGRAM. 
(a) PURPOSE .—It is the purpose of this section to establish a pilot program to develop, test, 

and implement training and continuing education which expands and supports the availability of 

SAFE, SAE, and SANE, providers and services for survivors of sexual assault. 

 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary shall establish a National Continuing and Clinical Education Pilot Program for SAFEs, 

SANEs, and other individuals who perform such examinations in consultation with the 

Department of Justice, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, the Health Resources and Services Administration, the Indian Health 

Service, the Office for Victims of Crime of the Department of Justice, the Office on Violence 

Against Women of the Department of Justice, and the Office on Women’s Health of the 

Department of Health and Human Services and with input from regional and national 

organizations with expertise in forensic nursing, rape trauma or crisis counseling, investigating 

rape and gender violence cases, survivors’ advocacy and support, sexual assault prevention 

education, rural health, and responding to sexual violence in Native communities. Such pilot 

program shall be 2 years in duration. 

(2) FUNCTIONS.—The pilot program established under paragraph (1) shall develop, pilot, 

implement, and update, as appropriate, continuing and clinical education program modules, 

webinars, and programs for all hospitals and providers to increase access to SANE and SAFE 

services and address ongoing competency issues in SAFE or SANE practice of care, including— 

(A) training and continuing education to help support SAFEs or SANEs practicing in rural 

or underserved areas; 

(B) training to help connect sexual assault survivors who are Native American with SAFEs 

or SANEs, including through emergency first aid, referrals, culturally competent support, and 

forensic evidence collection in rural communities; 

(C) replication of successful SANE or SAFE programs to help develop and improve the 

evidence base for MFEs; and 

(D) training to increase the number of medical professionals who are considered SAFEs or 

SANEs based on the recommendations of the National Sexual Assault Forensic Examination 

Training Standards issued by the Department of Justice on Violence Against Women. 

(3) ELIGIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN PILOT PROGRAMS.—The Secretary shall 

ensure that SAFE or SANE services provided under the pilot program established under 

paragraph (1), and other medical forensic examiner services under the pilot program shall be 

provided by health care providers who are also one of the following: 

(A) A physician, including a resident physician. 

(B) A nurse practitioner. 

(C) A nurse midwife. 

(D) A physician assistant. 

(E) A certified nurse specialist. 

(F) A registered nurse. 

(G) A community health practitioner or a community health aide who has completed level 

III or level IV certification and training requirements. 
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(4) NATURE OF TRAINING.—The continuing education program established under this 

section shall incorporate and reflect current best practices and standards on MFEs consistent with 

the purpose of this section. 

(c) AVAILABILITY .—After termination of the pilot program established under subsection 

(b)(1), the training and continuing education program established under such program shall be 

available to all SAFEs, SANEs, and other providers employed by, or any individual providing 

services through, facilities that receive Federal funding. The Task Force established under 

section 201 shall review and recommend updates to the training and continuing education 

program after the termination of the pilot program. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The pilot program established under this section shall terminate on the 

date that is 2 years after the date of such establishment. 

(2) AUTHORITY FOR MODIFICATIONS.—Upon termination of the pilot program as 

provided for in paragraph (1), the Secretary or the Task Force established under section 201 may 

implement modifications relating to training and continuing education requirements based on 

such program to increase access to SANE and SAFE services for survivors of sexual assault. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION .—There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 

$5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2019 through 2021. 

SEC. 4. HOSPITAL REPORTING. 
Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter, a 

hospital that receives Federal funds shall submit to the Secretary a report that identifies the level 

of community access provided by the hospital to trained SAFEs, SARTs, SANEs, and others 

who perform such examinations. Such report shall describe— 

(1) the number of sexual assault survivors who present at the hospital for MFEs in the year 

for which the report is being prepared; 

(2) the number of personnel who are trained and practicing as a SANE or SAFE to perform 

sexual assault exams, indicating the employment basis of such personnel as either full-time, part-

time, or on-call; 

(3) the number of sexual assault exams performed by SANEs or SAFEs; 

(4) the number of sexual assault exams performed by personnel other than a SANE or 

SAFE; 

(5) the training that such SAFEs or SANEs undergo for purposes of maintaining 

competency; and 

(6) the SAFE/SANE standards of care applied by the hospital. 

SEC. 5. NATIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT CARE AND TREATMENT TASK FORCE. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT .—The Secretary shall establish a task force to be known as the 

“SASCA Task Force” (referred to in this section as the “Task Force”) to identify barriers to 

improving access to SAFE/SANE and other forensic medical examiners. 

 (c) OBJECTIVES .—To assist and standardize State-level efforts to improve medical 

forensic evidence collection relating to sexual assault, the Task Force shall— 

(1) identify barriers to the recruitment, training, and retention of SAFEs, SARTs, SANEs, 

and others who perform such examinations; 

(2) make recommendations for improving access to medical forensic examinations, 

including the feasibility of, or barriers to, utilizing mobile units; 

(3) improve coordination of services, and other protocols regarding the care and treatment 

of sexual assault survivors and the preservation of evidence between law enforcement officials 

and health care providers; and 
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(4) update national minimum standards for forensic medical examiner training and forensic 

medical evidence collection relating to sexual assault. 

(d) TRANSPARENCY REQUIREMENTS .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after first convening, the Task Force shall report 

to the Secretary in a public document on— 

(A) the recommendation for best practices with respect to improving medical forensic 

evidence collection relating to sexual assault; and 

(B) the national minimum standards for MFEs and treatments relating to sexual assault. 

SEC. 6. INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION CAMPUS ACTION PLAN. 
Each institution of higher education that receives Federal funds shall— 

(1) inform survivors of sexual assault about the availability of MFEs, including the nearest 

available locations at which such examinations are provided by a SANE and that Federal law 

requires such exams to be provided at no cost to the survivor; and 

(2) make the information described in paragraph (1) available on the website of the 

institution, to the extent practicable. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

S. 3410 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. SANDERS introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

 

A BILL 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a tax on employers whose employees receive 

certain Federal benefits, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Stop Bad Employers by Zeroing Out Subsidies Act”. 

SEC. 2. TAX ON EMPLOYERS WITH EMPLOYEES RECEIVING CERTAIN FEDERAL 

BENEFITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—The Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by inserting after 

chapter 36 the following new chapter: 

“CHAPTER 37—EMPLOYERS WITH EMPLOYEES RECEIVING CERTAIN 

FEDERAL BENEFITS 

“SEC. 4501. EMPLOYERS WITH EMPLOYEES RECEIVING CERTAIN FEDERAL 

BENEFITS. 
“(a) IMPOSITION OF CORPORATE WELFARE TAX .—There is hereby imposed on each 

large employer a tax equal to 100 percent of the qualified employee benefits with respect to such 

employer for the taxable year. 

“(b) LARGE EMPLOYER .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this section, the term ‘large employer’ means, with 

respect to a calendar year, an employer who employed an average of at least 500 

employees on business days during the preceding calendar year. 

“(2) RULES FOR DETERMINING EMPLOYER SIZE.—For purposes of this 

subsection: 

“(A) APPLICATION OF AGGREGATION RULE FOR EMPLOYERS.—All 

persons treated as a single employer under subsection (b), (c), (m), or (o) 

of section 414 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall be treated as 1 

employer. 

“(B) EMPLOYERS NOT IN EXISTENCE IN PRECEDING YEAR.—In the case 

of an employer which was not in existence throughout the preceding calendar 

year, the determination of whether such employer is a large employer shall be 

based on the average number of employees that it is reasonably expected such 

employer will employ on business days in the current calendar year. 

 “(c) QUALIFIED EMPLOYEE BENEFITS .—For purposes of this section: 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=26&section=414
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified employee benefits’ means, with respect to a 

person for a taxable year, the sum of the qualified Federal benefits received by individuals 

who are employees of such person for such taxable year. 

“(2) QUALIFIED FEDERAL BENEFITS.—The term ‘qualified Federal benefits’ means, 

with respect to an individual, the following: 

“(A) The dollar value of supplemental nutrition assistance for which the household 

(as defined in section 3(m) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008) that includes such 

individual is eligible. 

“(B) The dollar value of meals that such individual or dependents of such individual 

are eligible for under the school lunch program under the Richard B. Russell National 

School Lunch Act and the school breakfast program under section 4 of the Child 

Nutrition Act of 1966. 

“(C) The aggregate amount of the monthly assistance payments for rental of a 

dwelling unit that the household of such individual is a member of is eligible to have 

made on its behalf pursuant to section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937. 

“(D) The amount of payments made under section 1903 of the Social Security Act 

with respect to expenditures made by a State under a State Medicaid plan under title XIX 

of such Act (or a waiver of such plan) for medical assistance for such individual or for 

dependents of such individual. 

“(d) EMPLOYEE .—For purposes of this section, the term ‘employee’ means— 

“(1) any full-time or part-time employee, 

“(2) any individual who is a full-time or part-time independent contractor (including any 

employee of such independent contractor) and provides services to the employer, unless— 

“(A) the individual is free from control and direction in connection with the 

performance of the service, both under the contract for the performance of service and in 

fact, 

 “(3) any individual who is a full-time or part-time joint employee, provided that the 

employer possess, reserves, or exercises sufficient direct or indirect control over the 

essential terms and conditions of employment of such employee. 

“(e) REGULATIONS .—The Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of Agriculture, the 

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, and the Administrator of the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services, shall prescribe such regulations as may be necessary or 

appropriate to carry out this chapter.”. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS .—The table of chapters for subtitle D of such Code is 

amended by inserting after the item relating to chapter 36 the following new item: 

“CHAPTER 37—EMPLOYERS WITH EMPLOYEES RECEIVING CERTAIN 

FEDERAL BENEFITS”. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE .—The amendments made by this Act apply with respect to taxable 

years beginning after December 31, 2018. 

SEC. 3. UNLAWFUL EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES RELATED TO FEDERAL BENEFITS 

OF APPLICANTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—It shall be an unlawful employment practice for any large employer (as 

defined in section 4501(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) to make inquiries of an 

applicant for employment, or otherwise seek information about such an applicant (including 

through the use of any form or application), relating to whether such applicant receives Federal 

benefits. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT .—A violation of subsection (a) shall be treated as, and enforced by the 

Secretary of Labor in the same manner as, a violation of section 6 of the Fair Labor Standards 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=26&section=4501
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Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 206), except that for purposes of section 15(b) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 

215(b)), the employer shall be liable to the individual alleging the violation for any lost wages 

due the individual and an additional equal amount of liquidated damages. 

 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=206
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=215
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=215
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 3106 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. KAINE, Mr. NELSON, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To authorize the Secretary of Education to establish an Advisory Commission on Serving and 

Supporting Students with Mental Health Disabilities in Institutions of Higher Education, and for other 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 
(a) F INDINGS .—Congress finds the following: 

(1) More than 75 percent of mental health conditions begin before the age of 24. 

(2) More than 25 percent of students between the ages of 18 and 24 reported a mental health 

concern. 

(3) More than 50 percent of students between the ages of 18 and 24 reported having a 

severe psychological problem. 

(4) More than 50 percent of students between the ages of 18 and 24 reported feelings of 

hopelessness. 

(5) Higher education counseling centers are devoting more time to rapid-response treatment 

with more than 25 percent of students who sought help reporting they had intentionally hurt 

themselves. 

(6) Over a 5-year period, counseling center utilization increased by an average of 30 to 40 

percent, while enrollment increased by only 5 percent, forcing institutions to stretch mental 

health services to more students without increasing resources. 

(b) PURPOSES .—The purposes of this Act are the following: 

(1) To ensure States and institutions of higher education are provided with accurate 

information on the mental health concerns facing students. 

(2) To provide detailed recommendations that institutions of higher education, States, and 

the Federal Government can take to improve the mental health services available to students and 

properly treat the rising number of students with mental health issues. 

SEC. 2. ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SERVING AND SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH 

MENTAL HEALTH DISABILITIES IN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—The Secretary of Education shall establish a commission to be known 

as the Advisory Commission on Serving and Supporting Students with Mental Health 

Disabilities in Institutions of Higher Education (referred to in this section as the “Commission”). 

(b) MEMBERSHIP .— 
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(1) TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS.—The Commission shall include not more than 19 

members, who shall be appointed by the Secretary of Education in accordance with paragraphs 

(2) and (3). 

(2) MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION.—The Commission shall include 1 representative 

from each of the following: 

(A) The Office of Postsecondary Education of the Department of Education. 

(B) The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services of the Department of 

Education. 

(C) The Office of Civil Rights of the Department of Education. 

(D) The Office of Civil Rights of the Department of Justice. 

(E) The National Council on Disability. 

(F) A membership association for administrative and personnel professionals focused on 

creating an inclusive higher education environment for individuals with disabilities, as 

determined by the Secretary. 

(G) An organization that represents the Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with 

Mental Illness program, as determined by the Secretary. 

(H) An organization operated by and representing secondary and postsecondary education 

students with mental health disabilities advocating for mental health services and suicide 

prevention, as determined by the Secretary. 

(3) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION.—In addition to the members 

included under paragraph (2), the Commission shall include the following: 

(A) Four members from leadership of institutions of higher education who have 

demonstrated experience in successfully supporting the retention and graduation of students with 

mental health disabilities. With respect to such 4 members, 1 member shall be a staff member of 

a 2-year degree-granting institution of higher education, 1 member shall be a staff member from 

a 4-year degree granting institution of higher education, 1 member shall be a member of campus 

law enforcement, and 1 member shall serve as a general counsel. Such 4 members shall represent 

institutions of differing sizes. 

(B) Three members from family members of individuals who are— 

(i) enrolled in an institution of higher education on the date such family member is 

appointed to the Commission; or 

(ii) former students with a mental health disability. 

(C) Four members from individuals with mental health disabilities, including not less than 2 

individuals enrolled in an institution of higher education on the date of appointment to the 

Commission. Any remaining member shall be an individual with a mental health disability who 

has attended an institution of higher education. 

(4) TIMING.—The Secretary of Education shall establish the Commission and appoint the 

members of the Commission not later than 60 days after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(c) CHAIRPERSON AND V ICE CHAIRPERSON .—The Commission shall select a 

chairperson and vice chairperson from among the members of the Commission. Either the 

chairperson or the vice chairperson shall be a student or former student with a mental health 

disability. 

(d) MEETINGS .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall meet at the call of the chairperson, but not 

more often than 8 times. 

(2) FIRST MEETING.—Not later than 60 days after the appointment of the members of the 

Commission under subsection (b), the Commission shall hold the Commission’s first meeting. 
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(e) DUTIES .—The Commission shall conduct a study and prepare a report for the Secretary 

of Education that includes the following: 

(1) Findings from stakeholders, including through solicitation of public testimony, related to 

the challenges faced by students with mental health disabilities in institutions of higher 

education, including— 

(A) the services available to students with mental health disabilities in institutions of higher 

education and their effectiveness in supporting these students; 

(B) the impact of policies and procedures that help or hinder the goal of providing equal 

opportunity for students with mental health disabilities, such as reasonable accommodation 

policies, mandatory and voluntary leave policies, and disciplinary policies; 

(C) the use of protected health information of students with mental health disabilities by 

institutions of higher education, including the extent to which campus-based mental health 

providers share this information with college or university officials without student consent; and 

(D) the impact of providing mental health services on a student’s academic performance, 

well-being, and ability to complete college. 

(2) Conclusions on the major challenges facing students with mental health disabilities in 

institutions of higher education. 

(3) Recommendations to improve the overall education, and retention and graduation, of 

students with mental health disabilities in institutions of higher education, with the goal of 

helping these students access educational opportunities equal to those of their non-disabled 

peers. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 783 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. Baldwin (for herself and Ms. Murkowski) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred 

to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To amend the Public Health Service Act to distribute maternity care health professionals to health 

professional shortage areas identified as in need of maternity care health services. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Improving Access to Maternity Care Act”. 

SEC. 2. MATERNITY CARE HEALTH PROFESSIONAL TARGET AREAS. 
Section 332 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254e) is amended by adding at the 

end the following new subsection: 

“(k) (1) The Secretary, acting through the Administrator of the Health Resources and 

Services Administration, shall identify, based on the data collected under paragraph (3), 

maternity care health professional target areas that satisfy the criteria described in paragraph (2) 

for purposes of, in connection with receipt of assistance under this title, assigning to such 

identified areas maternity care health professionals who, without application of this subsection, 

would otherwise be eligible for such assistance. The Secretary shall distribute maternity care 

health professionals within health professional shortage areas using the maternity care health 

professional target areas so identified. 

“(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), the Secretary shall establish criteria for maternity care 

health professional target areas that identify geographic areas within health professional shortage 

areas that have a shortage of maternity care health professionals. 

“(3) For purposes of this subsection, the Secretary shall collect and publish in the Federal 

Register data comparing the availability and need of maternity care health services in health 

professional shortage areas and in areas within such health professional shortage areas. 

“(4) In carrying out paragraph (1), the Secretary shall seek input from relevant provider 

organizations, including medical societies, organizations representing medical facilities, and 

other organizations with expertise in maternity care. 

“(5) For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘full scope maternity care health services’ 

includes during labor care, birthing, prenatal care, and postpartum care. 

“(6) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as— 

“(A) requiring the identification of a maternity care health professional target area in an area 

not otherwise already designated as a health professional shortage area; or 

“(B) affecting the types of health professionals, without application of this subsection, 

otherwise eligible for assistance, including a loan repayment or scholarship, pursuant to the 

application of this section.” 

 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=254e
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116h CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1650 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. Warren (for herself, Mrs. Gillibrand, Mr. Blumenthal, Mr. Brown Ms. Hirono, Mr. Markey, Mr. Franken, 

and Mr. Booker) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 
To authorize the Secretary of Health and Human Services to award grants to support the access of 

marginalized youth to sexual health services, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SEC. 1. AUTHORIZATION OF GRANTS TO SUPPORT THE ACCESS OF 

MARGINALIZED YOUTH TO SEXUAL HEALTH SERVICES. 
(a) Grants.—The Secretary of Health and Human Services may award grants on a 

competitive basis to eligible entities to support the access of marginalized youth to sexual health 

services. 

(b) Use Of Funds.—An eligible entity that is awarded a grant under subsection (a) may 

use the funds to— 

(1) provide medically accurate and complete age-, developmentally, and culturally 

appropriate sexual health information to marginalized youth, including information on how to 

access sexual health services; 

(2) promote effective communication regarding sexual health among marginalized youth; 

(3) promote and support better health, education, and economic opportunities for school-age 

parents; and 

(4) train individuals who work with marginalized youth to promote— 

(A) the prevention of unintended pregnancy; 

(B) the prevention of sexually transmitted infections, including the human 

immunodeficiency virus (HIV); 

(C) healthy relationships; and 

(D) the development of safe and supportive environments. 

(c) Application.—To be awarded a grant under subsection (a), an eligible entity shall 

submit an application to the Secretary at such time, in such manner, and containing such 

information as the Secretary may require. 

(d) Priori ty.—In awarding grants under subsection (a), the Secretary shall give priority to 

eligible entities— 

(1) with a history of supporting the access of marginalized youth to sexuality education or 

sexual health services; and 

(2) that plan to serve marginalized youth that are not served by other programs in existence 

on the day before the date of enactment of this Act, for adolescents regarding HIV, other 

sexually transmitted infections, or pregnancy prevention. 

(e) Requirements.—The Secretary may not award a grant under subsection (a) to an 

eligible entity unless— 
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(1) such eligible entity has formed a partnership with a community organization; and 

(2) such eligible entity agrees— 

(A) to employ a scientifically effective strategy; 

(B) that all information provided to marginalized youth will be— 

(i) age- and developmentally appropriate; 

(ii) medically accurate and complete; 

(iii) scientifically based; and 

(iv) provided in the language and cultural context that is most appropriate for the 

individuals served by the eligible entity; and 

(C) that for each year the eligible entity receives grant funds under subsection (a), the 

eligible entity will submit to the Secretary an annual report that includes— 

(i) the use of grant funds by the eligible entity; 

(ii) how the use of grant funds has increased the access of marginalized youth to sexual 

health services; and 

(iii) such other information as the Secretary may require. 

(f) Publication And Evaluations.— 

(1) EVALUATIONS.—Not less than once every 2 years after the date of the enactment of 

this Act, the Secretary shall evaluate the effectiveness of whichever of the following is greater: 

(A) 8 grants awarded under subsection (a). 

(B) 10 percent of the grants awarded under subsection (a). 

(2) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall make available to the public— 

(A) the evaluations required under paragraph (1); and 

(B) the reports required under subsection (e)(2)(C). 

(g) Limitations.—No funds made available to an eligible entity under this section may be 

used by such entity to provide access to sexual health services that— 

(1) withhold sexual health-promoting or life-saving information; 

(2) are medically inaccurate or have been scientifically shown to be ineffective; 

(3) promote gender stereotypes; 

(4) are insensitive or unresponsive to the needs of young people, including— 

(A) youth with varying gender identities, gender expressions, and sexual orientations; 

(B) sexually active youth; 

(C) pregnant or parenting youth; 

(D) survivors of sexual abuse or assault; and 

(E) youth of all physical, developmental, and mental abilities; or 

(5) are inconsistent with the ethical imperatives of medicine and public health. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

S. 2584 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

Ms. HASSAN (for herself, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, 

Mr. COONS, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HEITKAMP, Ms.HIRONO, 

Mr. JONES, Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MURPHY, 

Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. REED, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

Mr.BLUMENTHAL, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. MERKLEY, 

Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. WYDEN) 

introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, 

Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 
To end discrimination based on actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity in public 

schools, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 
 (b) PURPOSES .—The purposes of this Act are— 

(1) to ensure that all students have access to public education in a safe environment free 

from discrimination, including harassment, bullying, intimidation, and violence, on the basis of 

sexual orientation or gender identity; 

(2) to provide a comprehensive, explicit Federal prohibition, in addition to existing 

protections under Federal prohibitions on sex discrimination, of discrimination in public schools 

based on actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity; 

(3) to provide meaningful and effective remedies for discrimination in public schools based 

on actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity; 

(4) to invoke congressional powers, including the power to enforce the 14th Amendment to 

the Constitution of the United States and to provide for the general welfare pursuant to section 8 

of article I of the Constitution and the power to make all laws necessary and proper for the 

execution of the foregoing powers pursuant to section 8 of article I of the Constitution, in order 

to prohibit discrimination in public schools on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity; 

and 

(5) to allow the Department of Education and the Department of Justice to effectively 

combat discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity in public schools, through 

regulation and enforcement, as the Departments have issued regulations under and enforced title 

IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681et seq.) and other nondiscrimination 

laws in a manner that effectively addresses discrimination. 

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—No student shall, on the basis of actual or perceived sexual orientation 

or gender identity of such individual or of a person with whom the student associates or has 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=1681
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associated, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to 

discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance. 

(b) HARASSMENT .—For purposes of this Act, discrimination includes harassment of a 

student on the basis of actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity of such student or 

of a person with whom the student associates or has associated. 

(c) RETALIATION PROHIBITED .— 

(1) PROHIBITION.—No person shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the 

benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination, retaliation, or reprisal under any program or 

activity receiving Federal financial assistance based on the person's opposition to conduct made 

unlawful by this Act. 

SEC. 3. FEDERAL ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT; REPORT TO 

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES. 
(a) REQUIREMENTS .—Each Federal department and agency which is empowered to 

extend Federal financial assistance to any education program or activity, by way of grant, loan, 

or contract other than a contract of insurance or guaranty, is authorized and directed to effectuate 

the provisions of section 4 with respect to such program or activity by issuing rules, regulations, 

or orders of general applicability which shall be consistent with achievement of the objectives of 

the statute authorizing the financial assistance in connection with which the action is taken. No 

such rule, regulation, or order shall become effective unless and until approved by the President. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT .—Compliance with any requirement adopted pursuant to this section 

may be effected— 

(1) by the termination of or refusal to grant or to continue assistance under such program or 

activity to any recipient as to whom there has been an express finding on the record, after 

opportunity for hearing, of a failure to comply with such requirement, but such termination or 

refusal shall be limited to the particular political entity, or part thereof, or other recipient as to 

whom such a finding has been made, and shall be limited in its effect to the particular program, 

or part thereof, in which such noncompliance has been so found; or 

(2) by any other means authorized by law, 

except that no such action shall be taken until the department or agency concerned has 

advised the appropriate person or persons of the failure to comply with the requirement and has 

determined that compliance cannot be secured by voluntary means. 

(c) REPORTS .—In the case of any action terminating, or refusing to grant or continue, 

assistance because of failure to comply with a requirement imposed pursuant to this section, the 

head of the Federal department or agency shall file with the committees of the House of 

Representatives and Senate having legislative jurisdiction over the program or activity involved a 

full written report of the circumstances and the grounds for such action. No such action shall 

become effective until 30 days have elapsed after the filing of such report. 

SEC. 4. PRIVATE CAUSE OF ACTION. 
(a) PRIVATE CAUSE OF ACTION .—Subject to subsection (c), and consistent with the 

cause of action recognized under title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et 

seq.) and title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.), an aggrieved 

individual may bring an action in a court of competent jurisdiction, asserting a violation of this 

Act. Aggrieved individuals may be awarded all appropriate relief, including equitable relief, 

compensatory damages, and costs of the action. 

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION .—This section shall not be construed to preclude an 

aggrieved individual from obtaining remedies under any other provision of law or to require such 

individual to exhaust any administrative complaint process or notice of claim requirement before 

seeking redress under this section. 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=2000d
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=1681
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(c) STATUTE OF L IMITATIONS .—For actions brought pursuant to this section, the statute 

of limitations period shall be determined in accordance with section 1658(a) of title 28, United 

States Code. The tolling of any such limitations period shall be determined in accordance with 

the law governing actions under section 1979 of the Revised Statutes (42 U.S.C. 1983) in the 

State in which the action is brought. 

SEC. 5. CAUSE OF ACTION BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
The Attorney General is authorized to institute for or in the name of the United States a civil 

action for a violation of this Act in any appropriate district court of the United States against 

such parties and for such relief as may be appropriate, including equitable relief and 

compensatory damages. Whenever a civil action is instituted for a violation of this Act, the 

Attorney General may intervene in such action upon timely application and shall be entitled to 

the same relief as if the Attorney General had instituted the action. Nothing in this Act shall 

adversely affect the right of any person to sue or obtain relief in any court for any activity that 

violates this Act, including regulations promulgated pursuant to this Act. 

SEC. 6. STATE IMMUNITY. 
(a) STATE IMMUNITY .—A State shall not be immune under the 11th Amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States from suit in Federal court for a violation of this Act. 

(b) WAIVER .—A State’s receipt or use of Federal financial assistance for any program or 

activity of a State shall constitute a waiver of sovereign immunity, under the 11th Amendment or 

otherwise, to a suit brought by an aggrieved individual for a violation of section 4. 

(c) REMEDIES .—In a suit against a State for a violation of this Act, remedies (including 

remedies both at law and in equity) are available for such a violation to the same extent as such 

remedies are available for such a violation in the suit against any public or private entity other 

than a State. 

SEC. 7. SEVERABILITY. 
If any provision of this Act, or any application of such provision to any person or 

circumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, the remainder of this Act, and the application of the 

provision to any other person or circumstance shall not be impacted. 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=1983
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 1242 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. SMITH (for himself, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. BALDWIN, 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mrs.FEINSTEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, 

Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. SCHATZ, 

Ms. STABENOW, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MURPHY, 

Mr. CARDIN, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To provide for increases in the Federal minimum wage, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Section 6(a)(1) of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 

206(a)(1)) is amended to read as follows: 

“(1) except as otherwise provided in this section, not less than— 

“(A) $9.25 an hour, beginning on the effective date under section 7 of the Raise the Wage 

Act; 

“(B) $10.10 an hour, beginning 1 year after such effective date; 

“(C) $11.00 an hour, beginning 2 years after such effective date; 

“(D) $12.00 an hour, beginning 3 years after such effective date; 

“(E) $13.00 an hour, beginning 4 years after such effective date; 

“(F) $13.50 an hour, beginning 5 years after such effective date; 

“(G) $14.25 an hour, beginning 6 years after such effective date; 

“(H) $15.00 an hour, beginning 7 years after such effective date; and 

“(I) beginning on the date that is 8 years after such effective date, and annually thereafter, 

the amount determined by the Secretary under subsection (h);”. 

(b) DETERMINATION BASED ON INCREASE IN THE MEDIAN HOURLY WAGE OF 

ALL EMPLOYEES .—Section 6 of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 206) is 

amended by adding at the end the following: 

“(h) (1) Not later than each date that is 90 days before a new minimum wage determined 

under subsection (a)(1)(I) is to take effect, the Secretary shall determine the minimum wage to be 

in effect under this subsection for each period described in subsection (a)(1)(I). The wage 

determined under this subsection for a year shall be— 

“(A) not less than the amount in effect under subsection (a)(1) on the date of such 

determination; 

“(B) increased from such amount by the annual percentage increase, if any, in the median 

hourly wage of all employees as determined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics; and 

“(C) rounded to the nearest multiple of $0.05. 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=206
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=206
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=206
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“(2) In calculating the annual percentage increase in the median hourly wage of all 

employees for purposes of paragraph (1)(B), the Secretary, through the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, shall compile data on the hourly wages of all employees to determine such a median 

hourly wage and compare such median hourly wage for the most recent year for which data are 

available with the median hourly wage determined for the preceding year.”. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST
 SESSION 

 

S. 2616 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. STABENOW introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To prioritize education and training for current and future members of the environmental health 

workforce. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds as follows: 

(1) The environmental health workforce is vital to protecting the health and safety of the 

public. 

(2) For years, State and local governmental public health agencies have reported substantial 

workforce losses and other challenges to the environmental health workforce. 

(3) According to the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO), 

between 2010 and 2016, the size of the public health workforce has decreased by approximately 

9,200 workers. 

(4) In the coming years, the retiring Baby Boomer Generation will lead to a further decrease 

in the environmental health workforce. 

(5) Currently, only 28 States require a credential for environmental health workers that is an 

impartial, third-party endorsement of an individual’s professional knowledge and experience. 

(6) The 2017 hurricane season has— 

(A) devastated many cities, counties, and municipalities in Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico; 

(B) interrupted safe water supplies; 

(C) destroyed hospitals, nursing homes, schools, and childcare facilities; 

(D) disabled electricity power sources that keep our Nation's food and water safe; and 

(E) flooded homes and commercial buildings that will have to be remediated from mold. 

(7) Disasters such as these demonstrate the role of the environmental health workforce in 

assuring that day care centers, schools, hospitals, the water supply, and food establishments are 

free from hazards that might cause serious illness or death. 

(8) Educating and training existing and new environmental health workers should be a 

national public health goal. 

SEC. 2. MODEL STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES FOR CREDENTIALING 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH WORKERS. 
(a) MODEL STANDARDS .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary of Health and Human Services, in coordination with appropriate national professional 

organizations, Federal, State, local, and tribal governmental agencies, and private sector and 
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nongovernmental entities, shall develop model standards and guidelines for credentialing 

environmental health workers. 

(2) PERMISSIBLE CONTENT.—Model standards and guidelines developed under 

paragraph (1) may include the following: 

(A) Environmental health workers should understand basic public health principles and the 

interdisciplinary nature of environmental health. 

(B) Environmental health workers should understand environmental protection and 

environmental health principles and practices. 

(C) Environmental health workers should understand basic government functions. 

(D) Environmental health workers should understand and be sensitive to the different 

cultures found in their institutions and communities. 

(b) PROVISION OF STANDARDS AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and Human Services shall provide to State, 

local, and tribal governments— 

(A) the model standards and guidelines developed under subsection (a); and 

(B) technical assistance in implementing such model standards and guidelines for 

credentialing environmental health workers, which may include providing additional training to 

assist in hiring practices that encourage hiring workforce staff who— 

(i) understand and respond to changing demographics; and 

(ii) promote under-represented populations in reaching effective health solutions. 

SEC. 3. ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—To ensure that programs and activities (including education, training, 

and payment programs) administered by the Department of Health and Human Services for 

developing the environmental health workforce meet national needs, the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services shall develop a comprehensive and coordinated plan for such programs and 

activities that— 

(1) includes performance measures to determine the extent to which these programs and 

activities are meeting the Department’s strategic goal of strengthening the environmental health 

workforce; 

(2) establishes a strategic goal to strengthen the environmental health workforce using the 

Healthy People 2020 environmental health workforce objectives of the Department of Health and 

Human Services as a guide; 

(3) identifies any gaps in existing programs and activities (as of the date of the plan) with 

regard to addressing future environmental health workforce needs identified in workforce 

projections of the Health Resources and Services Administration in collaboration with the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; 

(4) recommends actions to address such gaps; 

(5) identifies best practices to engage underserved communities and promote workforce 

diversity; and 

(6) identifies any additional statutory authority that is needed by the Department to 

implement such actions. 

(b) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS .—Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of 

this Act, the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall— 

(1) submit to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, and 

to the Committees on Energy and Commerce and Education and the Workforce of the House of 

Representatives, the plan developed under subsection (a); and 

(2) post such plan on the website of the Department of Health and Human Services. 

SEC. 4. REPORTS AND STUDIES. 
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(a) ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT REPORT.—Not later 

than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the United States 

shall— 

(1) examine and identify best practices implemented in States that are related to training and 

credentialing requirements for environmental health workers; and 

(2) submit to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and 

the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives a report that includes 

and, where appropriate, evaluates— 

(A) the types of environmental health workers employed at State and local health 

departments and independent environmental health agencies; 

(B) the educational backgrounds of such workers; 

(C) whether such workers are credentialed or registered, and the type of credential or 

registration as applicable to each worker; 

(D) the impact of State requirements for continuing education for such workers; 

(E) the impact of having State and local health departments and independent environmental 

health agencies track continuing education units for such workers; and 

(F) the frequency at which a State or local health department or other entity updates and 

reviews any examination required to qualify or assess environmental health workers to ensure 

that such examination is consistent with current law. 

(b) STUDY ON APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH WORKFORCE 

AND NATURAL D ISASTER PREPAREDNESS .—Not later than 2 years after the date of 

enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall collaborate with 

appropriate associations, organizations, and councils, such as the National Academy of 

Medicine, to conduct a study on— 

(1) environmental health in communities before and after natural disasters; and 

(2) the role of environmental health workers to help improve environmental health. 
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S. 3230 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. BENNET introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, 

Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

 

A BILL 

To impose a limitation on increases in duties on imports of steel and aluminum from Canada, Mexico, 

and the European Union, to improve congressional oversight of tariffs imposed to protect 

national security, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. LIMITATION ON INCREASES IN DUTIES ON IMPORTS OF STEEL AND 

ALUMINUM ON IMPORTS FROM CANADA, MEXICO, AND THE EUROPEAN 

UNION. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the rates of duty 

applicable to articles specified in subsection (b), and imported from Canada, Mexico, or any 

country that is a member of the European Union, under the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 

United States (in this section referred to as the “HTS”) on March 22, 2018, shall remain in effect 

on and after March 23, 2018, without regard to any presidential proclamation issued on May 31, 

2018, or any other date, relating to— 

(1) the report of the Secretary of Commerce on the Secretary's investigation into the effect 

of imports of steel articles on the national security of the United States transmitted to the 

President on January 11, 2018; or 

(2) the report of the Secretary of Commerce on the Secretary's investigation into the effect 

of imports of aluminum on the national security of the United States transmitted to the President 

on January 19, 2018. 

(b) ARTICLES SPECIFIED .—The articles specified in this subsection are the following: 

(1) Articles of steel classifiable under any of subheadings 7206.10 through 7216.50, 

7216.99 through 7301.10, 7302.10, 7302.40 through 7302.90, or 7304.10 through 7306.90 of the 

HTS. 

(2) Unwrought aluminum classifiable under heading 7601 of the HTS. 

(3) Aluminum bars, rods, and profiles classifiable under heading 7604 of the HTS. 

(4) Aluminum wire classifiable under heading 7605 of the HTS. 

(5) Aluminum plates, sheets, and strips classifiable under heading 7606 of the HTS. 

(6) Aluminum foil classifiable under heading 7607 of the HTS. 

(7) Aluminum tubes and pipes classifiable under heading 7608 of the HTS. 

(8) Aluminum tube and pipe fittings classifiable under heading 7609 of the HTS. 

(9) Aluminum castings classifiable under statistical reporting number 7616.99.51.60 of the 

HTS. 

(10) Aluminum forgings classifiable under statistical reporting number 7616.99.51.70 of the 

HTS. 

116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 
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(c) EXCEPTION FOR TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS .—The limitation under subsection (a) 

shall not apply with respect to technical corrections to the HTS. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION .—Nothing in this section shall be construed to preempt or 

alter any other provision of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1304 et seq.) or the Trade Act of 

1974 (19 U.S.C. 2101 et seq.) related to the enforcement of the customs and trade laws of the 

United States. 

 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=19&section=1304
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=19&section=2101
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 3762 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. CARPER) introduced the 

following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 

Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To amend the Higher Education Opportunity Act to restrict institutions of higher education from 

using revenues derived from Federal educational assistance funds for advertising, marketing, or 

recruiting purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Protecting Financial Aid for Students and Taxpayers Act”. 

SEC. 2. RESTRICTIONS ON SOURCES OF FUNDS FOR RECRUITING AND 

MARKETING ACTIVITIES. 
Section 119 of the Higher Education Opportunity Act (20 U.S.C. 1011m) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by inserting “AND RESTRICTIONS ON SOURCES OF 

FUNDS FOR RECRUITING AND MARKETING ACTIVITIES” after “FUNDS”; 

(2) in subsection (d), by striking “subsections (a) through (c)” and inserting “subsections 

(a), (b), (c), and (e)”; 

(3) by redesignating subsection (e) as subsection (f); and 

(4) by inserting after subsection (d) the following: 

“(e) RESTRICTIONS ON SOURCES OF FUNDS FOR RECRUITING AND 

MARKETING ACTIVITIES .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—An institution of higher education, or other postsecondary 

educational institution, may not use revenues derived from Federal educational 

assistance funds for recruiting or marketing activities described in paragraph (2). 

“(2) COVERED ACTIVITIES.—Except as provided in paragraph (3), the recruiting 

and marketing activities subject to paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

“(A) Advertising and promotion activities, including paid announcements in 

newspapers, magazines, radio, television, billboards, electronic media, naming 

rights, or any other public medium of communication, including paying for 

displays or promotions at job fairs, military installations, or college recruiting 

events. 

“(B) Efforts to identify and attract prospective students, either directly or through 

a contractor or other third party, including contact concerning a prospective 

student’s potential enrollment or application for grant, loan, or work assistance 

under title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.) or 

participation in preadmission or advising activities, including— 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=1011m
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=1070
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“(i) paying employees responsible for overseeing enrollment and for 

contacting potential students in-person, by phone, by email, or by other 

Internet communications regarding enrollment; and 

“(ii) soliciting an individual to provide contact information to an 

institution of higher education, including websites established for such 

purpose and funds paid to third parties for such purpose. 

“(C) Such other activities as the Secretary of Education may prescribe, including 

paying for promotion or sponsorship of education or military-related associations. 

“(3) EXCEPTIONS.—Any activity that is required as a condition of receipt of funds 

by an institution under title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 

1070 et seq.), is specifically authorized under such title, or is otherwise specified by 

the Secretary of Education, shall not be considered to be a covered activity under 

paragraph (2). 

“(4) FEDERAL EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE FUNDS.—In this subsection, the 

term ‘Federal educational assistance funds’ means funds provided directly to an 

institution or to a student attending such institution under any of the following 

provisions of law: 

“(A) Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.). 

“(B) Chapter 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, or 35 of title 38, United States Code. 

“(C) Chapter 101, 105, 106A, 1606, 1607, or 1608 of title 10, United States Code. 

“(D) Section 1784a, 2005, or 2007 of title 10, United States Code. 

“(E) Title I of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3111 et 

seq.). 

“(F) The Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (29 U.S.C. 3271 et seq.). 

“(5) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be construed as a 

limitation on the use by an institution of revenues derived from sources other than 

Federal educational assistance funds. 

“(6) REPORTS.—Each institution of higher education, or other postsecondary 

educational institution, that derives 65 percent or more of revenues from Federal 

educational assistance funds shall report annually to the Secretary and to Congress 

and shall include in such report— 

“(A) the institution's expenditures on advertising, marketing, and recruiting; 

“(B) a verification from an independent auditor that the institution is in 

compliance with the requirements of this subsection; and 

“(C) a certification from the institution that the institution is in compliance with 

the requirements of this subsection.”. 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=1070
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=1070
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=1070
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=3111
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=29&section=3271
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 3745 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Jones (for himself, Mrs. Gillibrand, and Ms. Hassan) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 

and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 

A BILL 

To improve the financial literacy of secondary school students. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Youth Financial Learning Act”. 

SEC. 2. STATEWIDE INCENTIVE GRANTS FOR FINANCIAL LITERACY EDUCATION. 
(a) Definitions.—In this Act, the terms “community-based organization”, “local 

educational agency”, “professional development”, “secondary school”, “Secretary”, “State 

educational agency”, and “well-rounded education” have the meanings given those terms in 

section 8101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801). 

(b) Grants Authorized.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts appropriated under subsection (f), the Secretary shall 

award grants, on a competitive basis, to State educational agencies to enable those State 

educational agencies to integrate financial literacy education into public secondary schools by 

carrying out the activities described in paragraph (4). 

(2) DURATION.—A grant awarded under this section shall be for a period of not more 

than 4 years. 

(3) APPLICATION.—Each State educational agency desiring a grant under this section 

shall submit an application to the Secretary at such time and in such manner as the Secretary may 

require, including— 

(A) a description of how the State educational agency will award subgrants to local 

educational agencies; 

(B) a description of how the State educational agency will ensure sustainability of the grant 

activities after the grant program; 

(C) an assertion that teachers, principals, parents, and students have been consulted in the 

process of developing the application; and 

(D) a description of how the State educational agency will ensure geographic diversity so 

that grant activities benefit students in urban, rural, and suburban locations. 

(4) USES OF STATE FUNDS.— 

(A) STATE ACTIVITIES.—Each State educational agency receiving grant funds under this 

section shall not use more than 10 percent of such grant funds— 

(i) for technical assistance; 

(ii) for curriculum development; 

(iii) to provide guidance to local educational agencies; or 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=7801
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(iv) to conduct an evaluation of the impact of financial literacy or personal finance 

education on students’ understanding of financial literacy concepts. 

(B) SUBGRANTS.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—Each State educational agency receiving grant funds under this section 

shall use the remainder of such grant funds to award subgrants to local educational agencies in 

the State. 

(ii) PRIORITY.—In awarding such subgrants, a State educational agency shall give priority 

to local educational agencies that— 

(I) serve high numbers, or a high percentage of, elementary schools and secondary schools 

implementing plans under paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 1111(d) of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6311(d)); 

(II) demonstrate the greatest need for such funds, as determined by the State educational 

agency; and 

(III) demonstrate the strongest commitment to using funds under this section to enable the 

lowest-performing schools to improve students' financial literacy and student outcomes. 

(c) Uses Of Subgrant Funds .—Each local educational agency receiving a subgrant 

under this section shall use the subgrant funds— 

(1) to implement, expand, or sustain, in one or more secondary schools, school-based 

financial literacy activities and curriculum that is a substantial portion of any class, in order to 

enhance student understanding of and experimental learning with consumer, economic, 

entrepreneurship, and personal finance concepts, including personal credit, student loans, and 

financial aid; 

(2) to promote partnerships between the local educational agency and community-based 

organizations that provide innovative, evidence-based financial literacy activities to secondary 

school students, which may include after school activities; and 

(3) to promote professional development programs to embed financial literacy or personal 

finance or entrepreneurship education into a well-rounded education in secondary schools. 

(d) Matching Funds.—A State educational agency that receives a grant under this section 

shall provide matching funds, from non-Federal sources, in an amount equal to 25 percent of the 

amount of grant funds provided to the State educational agency to carry out the activities 

supported by the grant. 

(e) Supplement Not Supplant .—Grant funds provided under this section shall be used 

to supplement, not supplant, other Federal or State funds available to carry out activities 

described in this section. 

(f) Appropriations.—There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 

such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2019 and each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years. 

 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=20&section=6311
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 24 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. Rosen (for herself, Ms. Collins, Mrs. Feinstein, Ms. Baldwin, Mr. Kaine, Mr. Reed, Ms. Hirono, 

Mr. Markey, Mr. Jones, Mr. Durbin, Mr. Leahy, Mr. Van Hollen, Mr. Coons, Ms. Smith, Mr. Carper, 

Mr. Wyden, Mrs. Shaheen, Ms. Hassan, Ms. Warren, Ms. Cantwell, Ms. Klobuchar, Ms. Duckworth, 

Mr. Bennet, Mr. Manchin, Mr. Warner, , Mr. Cardin, Ms. Cortez Masto, Mr. Blumenthal, Mr. Heinrich, 

Mrs. Gillibrand, Ms. Harris, and Mr. Whitehouse) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 

and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

 

A BILL 
To provide for the compensation of Federal and other government employees affected by lapses in 

appropriations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the “Government Employee Fair Treatment Act of 2019”. 

SEC. 2. COMPENSATION FOR FEDERAL AND OTHER GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

AFFECTED BY A LAPSE IN APPROPRIATIONS. 
Section 1341 of title 31, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking “An officer” and inserting “Except as specified in this 

subchapter or any other provision of law, an officer”; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 

“(c) (1) In this subsection— 

“(A) the term ‘covered lapse in appropriations’ means any lapse in appropriations that 

begins on or after December 22, 2018; 

“(B) the term ‘District of Columbia public employer’ means— 

“(i) the District of Columbia Courts; 

“(ii) the Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia; or 

“(iii) the District of Columbia government; 

“(C) the term ‘employee’ includes an officer; and 

“(D) the term ‘excepted employee’ means an excepted employee or an employee 

performing emergency work, as such terms are defined by the Office of Personnel Management 

or the appropriate District of Columbia public employer, as applicable. 

“(2) Each employee of the United States Government or of a District of Columbia public 

employer furloughed as a result of a covered lapse in appropriations shall be paid for the period 

of the lapse in appropriations, and each excepted employee who is required to perform work 

during a covered lapse in appropriations shall be paid for such work, at the employee's standard 

rate of pay, at the earliest date possible after the lapse in appropriations ends, regardless of 

scheduled pay dates. 

“(3) During a covered lapse in appropriations, each excepted employee who is required to 

perform work shall be entitled to use leave under chapter 63 of title 5, or any other applicable 

law governing the use of leave by the excepted employee, for which compensation shall be paid 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title5-chapter63-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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at the earliest date possible after the lapse in appropriations ends, regardless of scheduled pay 

dates.”   
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Legislation Summaries 

Committee on Judiciary 
 

Republicans:  
Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

195 Graham S.  1735 To limit the removal of a special counsel, and for other purposes. 

 

196 Grassley S. 3214 To amend the Sherman Act to make oil-producing and exporting cartels 

illegal. 

197 Lee S.J. Res. 7 Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States requiring 

that the Federal budget be balanced.  

199 Cruz S. 3091 To limit the separation of families seeking asylum in the United States and 

expedite the asylum process for individuals arriving in the United States with 

children.  

202 Sasse S. 45 To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to increase penalties for 

individuals who illegally reenter the United States after being removed and for 

other purposes. 

 
204 Perdue S. 220 To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit a health care practitioner 

from failing to exercise the proper degree of care in the case of a child who 

survives an abortion or attempted abortion. 

206 Cornyn S. 1922 To amend title 18, United States Code, to protect pain-capable unborn 

children, and for other purposes. 

209 Kennedy S. 2326 To prohibit discrimination against the unborn on the basis of sex, and for other 

purposes. 
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Legislation Summaries 

Committee on Judiciary 
 

Democrats: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

213 Feinstein S. 1916 
To prohibit the possession or transfer of certain firearm accessories, and for 

other purposes. 

214 Leahy S. 717 
To promote pro bono legal services as a critical way in which to empower 

survivors of domestic violence. 

217 Klobuchar S. 778 
To require the use of prescription drug monitoring programs and to facilitate 

information sharing among States. 

219 Wyden S. 1576 
To provide that the owner of a water right may use the water for the cultivation 

of industrial hemp, if otherwise authorized by State law. 

220 Cantwell S. 248 
To block implementation of the Executive order that restricts individuals from 

certain countries from entering the United States. 

221 Hirono S. 2693 
To clarify the status and enhance the effectiveness of immigration courts, and 

for other purposes. 

224 Sinema S. 3188 

To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit gay and trans panic 

defenses. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1735 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Graham (for himself, Mr. Booker, Mr. Whitehouse, and Mr. Blumenthal) introduced the following bill; 

which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 

A BILL 

To limit the removal of a special counsel, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Special Counsel Independence Protection Act”. 

SEC. 2. LIMITATION ON REMOVAL OF SPECIAL COUNSEL. 
(a) In General .—A special counsel appointed by the Attorney General, or any other 

official appointed by the Attorney General who exercises a similar degree of independence from 

the normal Department of Justice chain of command, may only be removed if the Attorney 

General files an action in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia and files a 

contemporaneous notice of the action with the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate and the 

Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives. 

(b) Requirement.—Any action filed under subsection (a) shall be heard and determined 

by a court of 3 judges in accordance with the provisions of section 2284 of title 28, United States 

Code, and any appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court. 

(c) Removal For Cause.—A special counsel or other appointed official described in 

subsection (a) may be removed only after the court has issued an order finding misconduct, 

dereliction of duty, incapacity, conflict of interest, or other good cause, including violation of 

policies of the Department of Justice. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

 

S. 3214 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Grassley (for himself, Ms. Klobuchar, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Leahy) introduced the following 

 bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Judiciary 

 

A BILL 
To amend the Sherman Act to make oil-producing and exporting cartels illegal. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “No Oil Producing and Exporting Cartels Act of 2018” or 

“NOPEC”. 

 

SEC. 2. SHERMAN ACT. 
The Sherman Act (15 U.S.C. 1 et seq.) is amended by adding after section 7 the following: 

“SEC. 7A. OIL PRODUCING CARTELS. 
“(a) In General .—It shall be illegal and a violation of this Act for any foreign state, or any 

instrumentality or agent of any foreign state, to act collectively or in combination with any other 

foreign state, any instrumentality or agent of any other foreign state, or any other person, whether 

by cartel or any other association or form of cooperation or joint action— 

“(1) to limit the production or distribution of oil, natural gas, or any other petroleum 

product; 

“(2) to set or maintain the price of oil, natural gas, or any petroleum product; or 

“(3) to otherwise take any action in restraint of trade for oil, natural gas, or any petroleum 

product; 

when such action, combination, or collective action has a direct, substantial, and reasonably 

foreseeable effect on the market, supply, price, or distribution of oil, natural gas, or other 

petroleum product in the United States. 

“(b) Inapplicability Of Act Of State Doctrine .—No court of the United States shall 

decline, based on the act of state doctrine, to make a determination on the merits in an action 

brought under this section. 

“(c) Enforcement.—The Attorney General of the United States shall have the sole 

authority to bring an action to enforce this section. Any such action shall be brought in any 

district court of the United States as provided under the antitrust laws.”. 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=15&section=1
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. J. RES. 7 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Lee (for himself and Mr. Grassley) introduced the following joint resolution; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 

JOINT RESOLUTION 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States requiring that the Federal budget be 

balanced.  

That the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified 

by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States: 

“Article  — 

“Section 1.  Total outlays for any fiscal year shall not exceed total receipts for that fiscal 

year. 

“Section 2.  Total outlays shall not exceed 18 percent of the gross domestic product of 

the United States for the calendar year ending prior to the beginning of such fiscal year. 

“Section 3.  The Congress may provide for suspension of the limitations imposed by 

section 1 or 2 of this article for any fiscal year for which two-thirds of the whole number of each 

House shall provide, by a roll call vote, for a specific excess of outlays over receipts or over 18 

percent of the gross domestic product of the United States for the calendar year ending prior to 

the beginning of such fiscal year. 

“Section 4.  Any bill to levy a new tax or increase the rate of any tax shall not become 

law unless approved by two-thirds of the whole number of each House of Congress by a roll call 

vote. 

“Section 5.  The limit on the debt of the United States held by the public shall not be 

increased, unless two-thirds of the whole number of each House of Congress shall provide for 

such an increase by a roll call vote. 

“Section 6.  Any Member of Congress shall have standing and a cause of action to seek 

judicial enforcement of this article, when authorized to do so by a petition signed by one-third of 

the Members of either House of Congress. No court of the United States or of any State shall 

order any increase in revenue to enforce this article. 

“Section 7.  The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation. 

“Section 8.  Total receipts shall include all receipts of the United States except those 

derived from borrowing. Total outlays shall include all outlays of the United States except those 

for repayment of debt principal. 

“Section 9.  This article shall become effective beginning with the second fiscal year 

commencing after its ratification by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States.”  
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 3091 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Cruz (for himself, Mr. Barrasso, Mr. Blunt, Mr. Crapo, Mr. Daines, Mrs. Ernst, Mr. Hatch, 

 Mr. Hoeven, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Risch, Mr. Rounds, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Sasse, 

 Mr. Scott, Mr. Toomey, Mr. Young, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Wicker) introduced the following 

 bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Judiciary 

 

 

A BILL 
 

To limit the separation of families seeking asylum in the United States and expedite the asylum 

process for individuals arriving in the United States with children.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. ENSURING FAMILIES REMAIN TOGETHER. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, judicial determination, consent decree, or 

settlement agreement: 

(a) A child shall remain in the custody of and be detained in the same facility as the Asylum 

Applicant who is the child’s parent or legal guardian during the pendency of the Asylum 

Applicant’s asylum or withholding of removal proceedings. 

(b) If a child has multiple parents or legal guardians who are Asylum Applicants, that child 

shall remain in the custody of and be detained in the same facility as all of the child’s parents and 

legal guardians during the pendency of the Asylum Applicants’ asylum or withholding of 

removal proceedings; unless one of the child’s parents or legal guardians is present in the 

United States and not in any form of detention, in which case the child shall be placed in the 

custody of that parent or legal guardian. 

SEC. 2. FACILITIES FOR ASYLUM APPLICANTS WHO RETAIN CUSTODY OF A 

CHILD. 
(a) The designated agencies shall maintain facilities for the joint detention of Asylum 

Applicants who retain custody of a child and the child. These facilities shall only contain 

individuals who are under the age of 18 or are the parents or legal guardians of individuals under 

the age of 18. 

(b) Funding.—There are authorized to be appropriated for each of fiscal years 2019, 2020, 

and 2021 such sums as may be necessary to carry out this section. 

SEC. 3.  EXCEPTIONS TO ENSURING FAMILIES REMAIN TOGETHER. 
(a) An agent or officer of a designated agency shall be permitted to remove a child from the 

custody of an Asylum Applicant that is the child’s parent or legal guardian with that Asylum 

Applicant’s consent. If a child has multiple parents or legal guardians in detention, all parents or 

legal guardians with custody of the child must consent to have the child removed from their 

custody before an agent or officer of a designated agency is permitted to remove the child; 
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otherwise, the child will remain with the parent or legal guardian who does not wish for the child 

to be removed. 

(b) An agent or officer of a designated agency shall be permitted to remove a child from the 

custody of an Asylum Applicant without that Asylum Applicant’s consent if the following has 

occurred: 

(1) A State court, authorized under State law, terminates the rights of a parent or legal 

guardian, determines that it is in the best interests of the child to be removed from his or her 

parent or legal guardian, in accordance with the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 (Public 

Law 105–89), or makes any similar determination that is legally authorized under State law. 

(2) An official from the State or county child welfare agency with expertise in child trauma 

and development makes a best interests determination that it is in the best interests of the child to 

be removed from his or her parent or legal guardian because the child is in danger of abuse or 

neglect at the hands of the parent or legal guardian, or is a danger to herself or others. 

(3) The Chief Patrol Agent or the Area Port Director, or their designees, authorizes 

separation upon the recommendation by an agent or officer, based on a finding that— 

(A) the child is a victim of trafficking or is at significant risk of becoming a victim of 

trafficking; 

(B) there is a strong likelihood that the adult is not the parent or legal guardian of the child; 

or 

(C) the child is in danger of abuse or neglect at the hands of the parent or legal guardian, or 

is a danger to themselves or others. 

(c) Documentation Required.—The Secretary shall ensure that a separation under 

subsection (a)(3) is documented in writing and includes, at a minimum, the reason for such 

separation, together with the stated evidence for such separation. 

SEC. 4. REQUIRED POLICY FOR LOCATING SEPARATED CHILDREN. 
(a) In General .—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

Secretary shall publish final public guidance that describes, with specificity, the manner in which 

an Asylum Applicant may locate a child they were the parent or legal guardian of that was 

separated from them prior to the enactment of this Act. In developing the public guidance, the 

Secretary shall consult with the Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

(b) Written Notification.—The Secretary shall provide each Asylum Applicant who was 

separated from a child they were the parent or legal guardian of with written notice of the public 

guidance to locate the separated child. 

(c) Language Access.—All guidance shall be available in English and Spanish, and at 

the request of the Asylum Applicant, in the language or manner that is understandable by the 

Asylum Applicant. 

SEC. 5. ANNUAL REPORT ON FAMILY SEPARATION. 
Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter, the 

Secretary shall submit a report to the committees of jurisdiction that describes each instance in 

which a child was separated from a parent or legal guardian and includes, for each such instance, 

the following: 

(1) The relationship of the adult and the child. 

(2) The age and gender of the adult and child. 

(3) The length of separation. 

(4) Whether the adult was charged with a crime, and if the adult was charged with a crime, 

the type of crime. 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-105publ89/pdf/PLAW-105publ89.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-105publ89/pdf/PLAW-105publ89.pdf
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(5) Whether the adult made a claim for asylum, expressed a fear to return, or applied for 

other immigration relief. 

(6) Whether the adult was prosecuted if charged with a crime and the associated outcome of 

such charges. 

(7) The stated reason for, and evidence in support of, the separation. 

(8) If the child was part of a sibling group at the time of separation, whether the sibling 

group has had physical contact and visitation. 

(9) Whether the child was rendered an unaccompanied alien child. 

(10) Other information in the Secretary’s discretion. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 45 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. SASSE (for himself, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. CRUZ, 

Mr. WICKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, and Mr. COTTON) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 

A BILL 

To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to increase penalties for individuals who illegally 

reenter the United States after being removed and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLES. 

This Act may be cited as the “Stop Illegal Reentry Act” or as “Kate's Law”. 

SEC. 2. INCREASED PENALTIES FOR REENTRY OF REMOVED ALIEN. 
Section 276 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1326) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; 

(2) by striking subsections (a) and (b) and inserting the following: 

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsections (b) and (c), any alien who— 

“(1) has been denied admission, excluded, deported, or removed or has departed the 

United States while an order of exclusion, deportation, or removal is outstanding; 

and 

“(2) thereafter enters, attempts to enter, or is at any time found in, the United States, 

unless— 

“(A) prior to the alien’s reembarkation at a place outside the United States or the 

alien’s application for admission from foreign contiguous territory, the Secretary 

of Homeland Security has expressly consented to such alien’s reapplying for 

admission; or 

“(B) with respect to an alien previously denied admission and removed, such alien 

shall establish that the alien was not required to obtain such advance consent 

under this Act or any prior Act, shall be fined under title 18, United States Code, 

imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 

“(b) CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR REENTRY OF CERTAIN REMOVED ALIENS .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the penalty under subsection (a), and except as 

provided in subsection (c), an alien described in subsection (a)— 

“(A) who was convicted before such removal or departure of three or more 

misdemeanors involving drugs, crimes against the person, or both, or a felony (other 

than an aggravated felony), shall be fined under title 18, United States Code, 

imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both; 

“(B) who has been excluded from the United States pursuant to section 235(c) 

because the alien was inadmissible under section 212(a)(3)(B) or who has been 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=8&section=1326
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removed from the United States pursuant to title V, and who thereafter, without the 

permission of the Secretary of Homeland Security, enters the United States, or 

attempts to do so, shall be fined under title 18, United States Code, and imprisoned 

for a period of 10 years, which sentence shall not run concurrently with any other 

sentence; 

“(C) who was removed from the United States pursuant to section 241(a)(4)(B) who 

thereafter, without the permission of the Secretary of Homeland Security, enters, 

attempts to enter, or is at any time found in, the United States, shall be fined under 

title 18, United States Code, imprisoned for not more than 10 years, or both; and 

“(D) who has been denied admission, excluded, deported, or removed three or more 

times and thereafter enters, attempts to enter, crosses the border to, attempts to cross 

the border to, or is at any time found in the United States, shall be fined under title 

18, United States Code, imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both. 

“(2) REMOVAL DEFINED.—In this subsection and in subsection (c), the term 

‘removal’ includes any agreement in which an alien stipulates to removal during 

(or not during) a criminal trial under either Federal or State law. 

“(c) MANDATORY M INIMUM CRIMINAL PENALTY FOR REENTRY OF CERTAIN 

REMOVED ALIENS .—Notwithstanding the penalties provided in subsections (a) and (b), an 

alien described in subsection (a)— 

“(1) who was convicted before such removal or departure of an aggravated felony; or 

“(2) who was convicted at least two times before such removal or departure of illegal 

reentry under this section, shall be imprisoned not less than five years and not more than 

20 years, and may, in addition, be fined under title 18, United States Code.”; and 

(3) in subsection (d), as redesignated by paragraph (1)— 

(A) by striking “section 242(h)(2)” and inserting “section 241(a)(4)”; and 

(B) by striking “Attorney General” and inserting “Secretary of Homeland 

Security”. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 220 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Perdue (for himself, Mr. Barrasso, Mr. Blunt, Mr. Boozman, Mr. Burr, Mr. Cassidy, Mr. Cotton, 

Mr. Cruz, Mr. Daines, Mr. Enzi, Mrs. Fischer, Mr. Graham, Mr. Grassley, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Johnson, 

Mr. Lankford, Mr. McCain, Mr. McConnell, Mr. Moran, Mr. Sasse ,Mr. Portman, Mr. Risch, 

Mr. Roberts, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Scott, Mr. Tillis, Mr. Wicker, and Mr. Isakson) introduced the following 

bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 

A BILL 

To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit a health care practitioner from failing to exercise 

the proper degree of care in the case of a child who survives an abortion or attempted abortion. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SEC. 1. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds as follows: 

(1) If an abortion results in the live birth of an infant, the infant is a legal person for all 

purposes under the laws of the United States, and entitled to all the protections of such laws. 

(2) Any infant born alive after an abortion or within a hospital, clinic, or other facility has 

the same claim to the protection of the law that would arise for any newborn, or for any person 

who comes to a hospital, clinic, or other facility for screening and treatment or otherwise 

becomes a patient within its care. 

SEC. 2. BORN-ALIVE INFANTS PROTECTION. 
(a) Requirements Pertaining To Born-Alive Abortion Survivors .—Chapter 74 of 

title 18, United States Code, is amended by inserting after section 1531 the following: 

“§ 1532. Requirements pertaining to born-alive abortion survivors 

“(a) Requirements For Health Care Practit ioners .—In the case of an abortion or 

attempted abortion that results in a child born alive (as defined in section 8 of title 1, United 

States Code (commonly known as the ‘Born-Alive Infants Protection Act’)): 

“(1) DEGREE OF CARE REQUIRED; IMMEDIATE ADMISSION TO A HOSPITAL.—

Any health care practitioner present at the time the child is born alive shall— 

“(A) exercise the same degree of professional skill, care, and diligence to preserve the life 

and health of the child as a reasonably diligent and conscientious health care practitioner would 

render to any other child born alive at the same gestational age; and 

“(B) following the exercise of skill, care, and diligence required under subparagraph (A), 

ensure that the child born alive is immediately transported and admitted to a hospital. 

“(2) MANDATORY REPORTING OF VIOLATIONS.—A health care practitioner or any 

employee of a hospital, a physician’s office, or an abortion clinic who has knowledge of a failure 

to comply with the requirements of paragraph (1) shall immediately report the failure to an 

appropriate State or Federal law enforcement agency, or to both. 

“(b) Penalties.— 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title18-chapter74-front&num=0&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=18&section=1531
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—Whoever violates subsection (a) shall be fined under this title or 

imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or both. 

“(2) INTENTIONAL KILLING OF CHILD BORN ALIVE.—Whoever intentionally 

performs or attempts to perform an overt act that kills a child born alive described under 

subsection (a), shall be punished as under section 1111 of this title for intentionally killing or 

attempting to kill a human being. 

“(c) Bar To Prosecution.—The mother of a child born alive described under subsection 

(a) may not be prosecuted under this section, for conspiracy to violate this section, or for an 

offense under section 3 or 4 of this title based on such a violation. 

“(d) Civil Remedies.— 

“(1) CIVIL ACTION BY A WOMAN ON WHOM AN ABORTION IS PERFORMED.—

If a child is born alive and there is a violation of subsection (a), the woman upon whom the 

abortion was performed or attempted may, in a civil action against any person who committed 

the violation, obtain appropriate relief. 

“(2) APPROPRIATE RELIEF.—Appropriate relief in a civil action under this subsection 

includes— 

“(A) objectively verifiable money damage for all injuries, psychological and physical, 

occasioned by the violation of subsection (a); 

“(B) statutory damages equal to 3 times the cost of the abortion or attempted abortion; and 

“(C) punitive damages. 

“(3) ATTORNEY’S FEE FOR PLAINTIFF.—The court shall award a reasonable 

attorney’s fee to a prevailing plaintiff in a civil action under this subsection. 

“(4) ATTORNEY’S FEE FOR DEFENDANT.—If a defendant in a civil action under this 

subsection prevails and the court finds that the plaintiff’s suit was frivolous, the court shall award 

a reasonable attorney’s fee in favor of the defendant against the plaintiff. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1922 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. Cornyn (for himself, Mr. Lankford, Mr. Blunt, Mr. Hatch, Mr. McCain, Mr. Daines, Mr. Scott, 

Mr. Grassley, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Cruz, Mr. Lee, Mr. Portman, Mr. Moran, Mr. Sasse, Mr. Boozman, 

Mr. Perdue, Mr. Cassidy, Mr. Tillis, Mr. Cochran, Mrs. Ernst, Mr. McConnell, Mr. Rounds, Mr. Roberts, 

Mr. Cotton, Mr. Wicker, Mr. Risch, Mr. Paul, Mr. Cornyn, Mr. Burr, Mr. Strange, Mr. Barrasso, 

Mrs. Fischer, Mr. Isakson, Mr. Thune, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Shelby, Mr. Flake, Mr. Enzi, Mr. Young, 

Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Corker, Mr. Crapo, Mr. Hoeven, and Mr. Toomey) 

introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 

A BILL 

To amend title 18, United States Code, to protect pain-capable unborn children, and for other 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act”. 

SEC. 2. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. 
Congress finds and declares the following: 

(1) Pain receptors (nociceptors) are present throughout the unborn child’s entire body and 

nerves link these receptors to the brain’s thalamus and subcortical plate by no later than 20 

weeks after fertilization. 

(2) By 8 weeks after fertilization, the unborn child reacts to touch. After 20 weeks, the 

unborn child reacts to stimuli that would be recognized as painful if applied to an adult human, 

for example, by recoiling. 

(3) In the unborn child, application of such painful stimuli is associated with significant 

increases in stress hormones known as the stress response. 

(4) Subjection to such painful stimuli is associated with long-term harmful 

neurodevelopmental effects, such as altered pain sensitivity and, possibly, emotional, behavioral, 

and learning disabilities later in life. 

(5) For the purposes of surgery on unborn children, fetal anesthesia is routinely 

administered and is associated with a decrease in stress hormones compared to their level when 

painful stimuli are applied without such anesthesia. In the United States, surgery of this type is 

being performed by 20 weeks after fertilization and earlier in specialized units affiliated with 

children’s hospitals. 

(6) The position, asserted by some physicians, that the unborn child is incapable of 

experiencing pain until a point later in pregnancy than 20 weeks after fertilization predominately 

rests on the assumption that the ability to experience pain depends on the cerebral cortex and 

requires nerve connections between the thalamus and the cortex. However, recent medical 

research and analysis, especially since 2007, provides strong evidence for the conclusion that a 

functioning cortex is not necessary to experience pain. 
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(7) Substantial evidence indicates that children born missing the bulk of the cerebral cortex, 

those with hydranencephaly, nevertheless experience pain. 

(8) In adult humans and in animals, stimulation or ablation of the cerebral cortex does not 

alter pain perception, while stimulation or ablation of the thalamus does. 

(9) Substantial evidence indicates that structures used for pain processing in early 

development differ from those of adults, using different neural elements available at specific 

times during development, such as the subcortical plate, to fulfill the role of pain processing. 

(10) The position, asserted by some commentators, that the unborn child remains in a coma-

like sleep state that precludes the unborn child experiencing pain is inconsistent with the 

documented reaction of unborn children to painful stimuli and with the experience of fetal 

surgeons who have found it necessary to sedate the unborn child with anesthesia to prevent the 

unborn child from engaging in vigorous movement in reaction to invasive surgery. 

(11) Consequently, there is substantial medical evidence that an unborn child is capable of 

experiencing pain at least by 20 weeks after fertilization, if not earlier. 

(12) It is the purpose of the Congress to assert a compelling governmental interest in 

protecting the lives of unborn children from the stage at which substantial medical evidence 

indicates that they are capable of feeling pain. 

(13) The compelling governmental interest in protecting the lives of unborn children from 

the stage at which substantial medical evidence indicates that they are capable of feeling pain is 

intended to be separate from and independent of the compelling governmental interest in 

protecting the lives of unborn children from the stage of viability, and neither governmental 

interest is intended to replace the other. 

SEC. 3. PAIN-CAPABLE UNBORN CHILD PROTECTION. 
(a) In General .—Chapter 74 of title 18, United States Code, is amended by inserting 

after section 1531 the following: 

“§ 1532. Pain-capable unborn child protection 

“(a) Unlawful Conduct .—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, it shall be 

unlawful for any person to perform an abortion or attempt to do so, unless in conformity with the 

requirements set forth in subsection (b). 

“(b) Requirements For Abortions.— 

“(1) ASSESSMENT OF THE AGE OF THE UNBORN CHILD.—The physician 

performing or attempting the abortion shall first make a determination of the probable post-

fertilization age of the unborn child or reasonably rely upon such a determination made by 

another physician. In making such a determination, the physician shall make such inquiries of the 

pregnant woman and perform or cause to be performed such medical examinations and tests as a 

reasonably prudent physician, knowledgeable about the case and the medical conditions 

involved, would consider necessary to make an accurate determination of post-fertilization age. 

“(2) PROHIBITION ON PERFORMANCE OF CERTAIN ABORTIONS.— 

“(A) GENERALLY FOR UNBORN CHILDREN 20 WEEKS OR OLDER.—Except as 

provided in subparagraph (B), the abortion shall not be performed or attempted, if the probable 

post-fertilization age, as determined under paragraph (1), of the unborn child is 20 weeks or 

greater. 

“(B) EXCEPTIONS.—Subparagraph (A) does not apply if— 

“(i) in reasonable medical judgment, the abortion is necessary to save the life of a pregnant 

woman whose life is endangered by a physical disorder, physical illness, or physical injury, 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title18-chapter74-front&num=0&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=18&section=1531
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including a life-endangering physical condition caused by or arising from the pregnancy itself, 

but not including psychological or emotional conditions; 

“(ii) the pregnancy is the result of rape against an adult woman, and at least 48 hours prior 

to the abortion— 

“(I) she has obtained counseling for the rape; or 

“(II) she has obtained medical treatment for the rape or an injury related to the rape; or 

“(iii) the pregnancy is a result of rape against a minor or incest against a minor, and the rape 

or incest has been reported at any time prior to the abortion to either— 

“(I) a government agency legally authorized to act on reports of child abuse; or 

“(II) a law enforcement agency. 

“(C) REQUIREMENT AS TO MANNER OF PROCEDURE PERFORMED.—

Notwithstanding the definitions of ‘abortion’ and ‘attempt an abortion’ in this section, a 

physician terminating or attempting to terminate a pregnancy under an exception provided by 

subparagraph (B) may do so only in the manner which, in reasonable medical judgment, provides 

the best opportunity for the unborn child to survive. 

“(D) REQUIREMENT THAT A PHYSICIAN TRAINED IN NEONATAL 

RESUSCITATION BE PRESENT.—If, in reasonable medical judgment, the pain-capable 

unborn child has the potential to survive outside the womb, the physician who performs or 

attempts an abortion under an exception provided by subparagraph (B) shall ensure a second 

physician trained in neonatal resuscitation is present and prepared to provide care to the child. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 2326 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. KENNEDY introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

the Judiciary 

 

A BILL 
To prohibit discrimination against the unborn on the basis of sex, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. FINDINGS AND CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY. 
(a) F INDINGS .—Congress finds the following: 

(1) Women are a vital part of American society and culture and possess the same 

fundamental human rights and civil rights as men. 

(2) United States law prohibits the dissimilar treatment of males and females who are 

similarly situated and prohibits sex discrimination in various contexts, including the provision of 

employment, education, housing, health insurance coverage, and athletics. 

(3) A “sex-selection abortion” is an abortion undertaken for purposes of eliminating an 

unborn child of an undesired sex. Sex-selection abortion is described by scholars and civil rights 

advocates as an act of sex-based or gender-based violence, predicated on sex discrimination. By 

definition, sex-selection abortions do not implicate the health of the mother of the unborn, but 

instead are elective procedures motivated by sex or gender bias. 

(4) The targeted victims of sex-selection abortions performed in the United States and 

worldwide are overwhelmingly female. 

(5) Sex-selection abortions are not expressly prohibited by United States law, and only 7 

States ban abortions for reason of sex selection at some point in pregnancy. Sex is an immutable 

characteristic ascertainable at the earliest stages of human development through existing medical 

technology and procedures commonly in use, including maternal-fetal bloodstream DNA 

sampling, amniocentesis, chorionic villus sampling or “CVS”, and obstetric ultrasound. 

(6) Sex-selection abortions have the effect of diminishing the representation of women in 

the American population, and therefore, the American electorate. 

(7) Sex-selection abortion reinforces sex discrimination and has no place in a civilized 

society. 

(8) The history of the United States includes many examples of sex discrimination. The 

people of the United States ultimately responded in the strongest possible legal terms by enacting 

a constitutional amendment correcting an element of this discrimination. Women, once subjected 

to sex discrimination that denied them the right to vote, now have suffrage guaranteed by the 

19th Amendment. The elimination of discriminatory practices has been and is among the highest 

priorities and greatest achievements of American history. 
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(9) Implicitly approving the discriminatory practices of sex-selection abortion by choosing 

not to prohibit them will reinforce sex discrimination, and coarsen society to the value of 

females. Thus, Congress has a compelling interest in acting—indeed it must act—to prohibit sex-

selection abortion. 

(b) CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY .—In accordance with the above findings, Congress 

enacts the following pursuant to Congress’ power under— 

(1) the Commerce Clause; 

(2) section 5 of the 14th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, including the 

power to enforce the prohibition on government action denying equal protection of the laws; and 

(3) section 8 of article I of the Constitution of the United States to make all laws necessary 

and proper for the carrying into execution of powers vested by the Constitution in the 

Government of the United States. 

SEC. 2. DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THE UNBORN ON THE BASIS OF SEX. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Chapter 13 of title 18, United States Code, is amended by adding at the 

end the following: 

“§ 250. Discrimination against the unborn on the basis of sex 
“(a) IN GENERAL.—Whoever knowingly— 

“(1) performs an abortion knowing that such abortion is sought based on the sex or gender 

of the child; 

“(2) uses force or the threat of force to intentionally injure or intimidate any person for the 

purpose of coercing a sex-selection abortion; 

“(3) solicits or accepts funds for the performance of a sex-selection abortion; or 

“(4) transports a woman into the United States or across a State line for the purpose of 

obtaining a sex-selection abortion, 

or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 5 years, or 

both. 

“(b) C IVIL REMEDIES .— 

“(1) CIVIL ACTION BY WOMAN ON WHOM ABORTION IS PERFORMED.—A 

woman upon whom an abortion has been performed or attempted in violation of subsection 

(a)(2) may in a civil action against any person who engaged in a violation of subsection (a) 

obtain appropriate relief. 

“(2) CIVIL ACTION BY RELATIVES.—The father of an unborn child who is the subject 

of an abortion performed or attempted in violation of subsection (a), or a maternal grandparent of 

the unborn child if the pregnant woman is an unemancipated minor, may in a civil action against 

any person who engaged in the violation, obtain appropriate relief, unless the pregnancy or 

abortion resulted from the plaintiff’s criminal conduct or the plaintiff consented to the abortion. 

“(3) APPROPRIATE RELIEF.—Appropriate relief in a civil action under this subsection 

includes— 

“(A) objectively verifiable money damages for all injuries, psychological and physical, 

including loss of companionship and support, occasioned by the violation of this section; and 

“(B) punitive damages. 

“(4) INJUNCTIVE RELIEF.— 

“(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified plaintiff may in a civil action obtain injunctive relief to 

prevent an abortion provider from performing or attempting further abortions in violation of this 

section. 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title18-chapter13-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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 “(5) ATTORNEYS FEES FOR PLAINTIFF.—The court shall award a reasonable 

attorney’s fee as part of the costs to a prevailing plaintiff in a civil action under this subsection. 

“(c) BAR TO PROSECUTION .—A woman upon whom a sex-selection abortion is 

performed may not be prosecuted or held civilly liable for any violation of this section, or for a 

conspiracy to violate this section. 

“(d) LOSS OF FEDERAL FUNDING .—A violation of subsection (a) shall be deemed for 

the purposes of title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to be discrimination prohibited by section 

601 of that Act. 

“(e) REPORTING REQUIREMENT .—A physician, physician’s assistant, nurse, counselor, 

or other medical or mental health professional shall report known or suspected violations of any 

of this section to appropriate law enforcement authorities. Whoever violates this requirement 

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both. 

“(f) EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION .—It shall be the duty of the United States district 

courts, United States courts of appeal, and the Supreme Court of the United States to advance on 

the docket and to expedite to the greatest possible extent the disposition of any matter brought 

under this section. 

“(g) PROTECTION OF PRIVACY IN COURT PROCEEDINGS .— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except to the extent the Constitution or other similarly compelling 

reason requires, in every civil or criminal action under this section, the court shall make such 

orders as are necessary to protect the anonymity of any woman upon whom an abortion has been 

performed or attempted if she does not give her written consent to such disclosure. Such orders 

may be made upon motion, but shall be made sua sponte if not otherwise sought by a party. 

“(2) ORDERS TO PARTIES, WITNESSES, AND COUNSEL.—The court shall issue 

appropriate orders to the parties, witnesses, and counsel and shall direct the sealing of the record 

and exclusion of individuals from courtrooms or hearing rooms to the extent necessary to 

safeguard the identity of the woman described in paragraph (1) from public disclosure. 

“(3) PSEUDONYM REQUIRED.—In the absence of written consent of the woman upon 

whom an abortion has been performed or attempted, any party, other than a public official, who 

brings an action under this section shall do so under a pseudonym. 

“(4) LIMITATION.—This subsection shall not be construed to conceal the identity of the 

plaintiff or of witnesses from the defendant or from attorneys for the defendant. 

“(h) DEFINITIONS .—In this section— 

“(1) the term ‘abortion’ means the act of using or prescribing any instrument, medicine, 

drug, or any other substance, device, or means with the intent to— 

“(A) kill the unborn child of a woman known to be pregnant; or 

“(B) terminate the pregnancy of a woman known to be pregnant, with an intention other 

than— 

“(i) after viability to produce a live birth and preserve the life and health of the child born 

alive; or 

“(ii) to remove a dead unborn child; and 

“(2) the term ‘sex-selection abortion’ means an abortion undertaken for purposes of 

eliminating an unborn child of an undesired sex.”. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT .—The table of sections at the beginning of chapter 13 of 

title 18, United States Code, is amended by adding after the item relating to section 249 the 

following new item: 

“250. Discrimination against the unborn on the basis of sex.”. 

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title18-chapter13-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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SEC. 3. SEVERABILITY. 
If any portion of this Act, or the amendments made by this Act, or the application thereof to 

any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the portions or 

applications of this Act which can be given effect without the invalid portion or application. 
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 1916 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mrs. Feinstein (for herself,  Mr. Van Hollen, Mrs. Gillibrand, Ms. Klobuchar, Mr. Markey, 

 Mr. Murphy, Mr. Blumenthal, Mr. Durbin, Mr. Casey, Mr. Reed, Ms. Hassan, 

 Mr. Merkley, Mr. Carper, Mr. Cardin, Mr. Coons, Mr. Franken, Mr. Booker, Ms. Harris, 

 Mr. Whitehouse, Ms. Hirono, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Leahy, Ms. Warren, Mr. Schumer, 

 Ms. Cantwell, Mrs. McCaskill, Mr. Nelson, Mrs. Murray, Mr. Udall, and Mr. Kaine) 

 introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

 Judiciary 

 

A BILL 
To prohibit the possession or transfer of certain firearm accessories, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Automatic Gunfire Prevention Act”. 

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON POSSESSION OF CERTAIN FIREARM ACCESSORIES. 
Chapter 44 of title 18, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in section 922, by inserting after subsection (u) the following: 

“(v) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), on and after the date that is 180 days after the 

date of enactment of this subsection, it shall be unlawful for any person to import, sell, 

manufacture, transfer, or possess, in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, a trigger crank, 

a bump-fire device, or any part, combination of parts, component, device, attachment, or 

accessory that is designed or functions to accelerate the rate of fire of a semiautomatic rifle but 

not convert the semiautomatic rifle into a machinegun. 

“(2) This subsection does not apply with respect to the importation for, manufacture for, 

sale to, transfer to, or possession by or under the authority of, the United States or any 

department or agency thereof or a State, or a department, agency, or political subdivision 

thereof.” 

 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title18-chapter44-front&num=0&edition=prelim
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 717 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CORNYN, and 

Mr. DAINES) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 

on the Judiciary 

 

A BILL 

To promote pro bono legal services as a critical way in which to empower survivors of domestic 

violence. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Pro bono Work to Empower and Represent Act of 2017” or 

the “POWER Act”. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds the following: 

(1) Extremely high rates of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking 

exist at the local, State, and national levels and such violence or behavior harms the most 

vulnerable members of our society. 

(2) According to a study commissioned by the Department of Justice, nearly 25 percent of 

women suffer from domestic violence during their lifetime. 

(3) Proactive efforts should be made available in all forums to provide pro bono legal 

services and eliminate the violence that destroys lives and shatters families. 

(4) A variety of factors cause domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 

stalking, and a variety of solutions at the local, State, and national levels are necessary to combat 

such violence or behavior. 

(5) According to the National Network to End Domestic Violence, which conducted a 

census including almost 1,700 assistance programs, over the course of 1 day in September 2014, 

more than 10,000 requests for services, including legal representation, were not met. 

(6) Pro bono assistance can help fill this need by providing not only legal representation, but 

also access to emergency shelter, transportation, and childcare. 

(7) Research and studies have demonstrated that the provision of legal assistance to victims 

of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking reduces the probability of such 

violence or behavior reoccurring in the future and can help survivors move forward. 

(8) Legal representation increases the possibility of successfully obtaining a protective order 

against an attacker, which prevents further mental and physical injury to a victim and his or her 

family, as demonstrated by a study that found that 83 percent of victims represented by an 

attorney were able to obtain a protective order, whereas only 32 percent of victims without an 

attorney were able to do so. 
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(9) The American Bar Association Model Rules include commentary stating that “every 

lawyer, regardless of professional prominence or professional workload, has a responsibility to 

provide legal services to those unable to pay, and personal involvement in the problems of the 

disadvantaged can be one of the most rewarding experiences in the life of a lawyer”. 

(10) As representatives of the Department of Justice, the duty of United States Attorneys is 

to present “equal and impartial justice to all its citizens”, which should include, especially, 

survivors of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking who might not 

otherwise know how to seek advice and protection. 

(11) As Federal leaders who have knowledge of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 

assault, and stalking in their localities, United States Attorneys should encourage lawyers to 

provide pro bono resources in an effort to help victims of such violence or behavior escape the 

cycle of abuse. 

(12) A dedicated army of pro bono attorneys focused on this mission will inspire others to 

devote efforts to this cause and will raise awareness of the scourge of domestic violence, dating 

violence, sexual assault, and stalking throughout the country. 

(13) Communities, by providing awareness of pro bono legal services and assistance to 

survivors of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking, will empower those 

survivors to move forward with their lives. 

SEC. 3. U.S. ATTORNEYS TO PROMOTE EMPOWERMENT EVENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, and not 

less often than once each year thereafter, each United States Attorney, or his or her designee, for 

each judicial district shall lead not less than 1 public event, in partnership with a State, local, 

tribal, or territorial domestic violence service provider or coalition and a State or local volunteer 

lawyer project, promoting pro bono legal services as a critical way in which to empower 

survivors of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking and engage citizens 

in assisting those survivors. 

(b) D ISTRICTS CONTAINING INDIAN TRIBES AND TRIBAL ORGANIZATIONS .—

During each 3-year period, a United States Attorney, or his or her designee, for a judicial district 

that contains an Indian tribe or tribal organization (as those terms are defined in section 4 of the 

Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)) shall lead not less 

than 1 public event promoting pro bono legal services under subsection (a) of this section in 

partnership with an Indian tribe or tribal organization with the intent of increasing the provision 

of pro bono legal services for Indian or Alaska Native victims of domestic violence, dating 

violence, sexual assault, and stalking. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS .—Each United States Attorney shall— 

(1) have discretion as to the design, organization, and implementation of the public events 

required under subsection (a); and 

(2) in conducting a public event under subsection (a), seek to maximize the local impact of 

the event and the provision of access to high-quality pro bono legal services by survivors of 

domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking. 

SEC. 4. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 
(a) REPORT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL .—Not later than October 30 of each year, 

each United States Attorney shall submit to the Attorney General a report detailing each public 

event conducted under section 3 during the previous fiscal year. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS .— 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=25&section=5304
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1 of each year, the Attorney General shall 

submit to Congress a compilation and summary of each report received under subsection (a) for 

the previous fiscal year. 

(2) REQUIREMENT.—Each comprehensive report submitted under paragraph (1) shall 

include an analysis of how each public event meets the goals set forth in this Act, as well as 

suggestions on how to improve future public events. 
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 778 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MANCHIN, and Mr. KING) introduced the following 

bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Judiciary 

 

A BILL 

To require the use of prescription drug monitoring programs and to facilitate information sharing 

among States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SEC. 1. DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 

(1) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE.—The term “controlled substance” has the meaning 

given the term in section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802). 

(2) COVERED STATE.—The term “covered State” means a State that receives funding 

under the Harold Rogers Prescription Drug Monitoring Program established under the 

Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law 107–77; 115 Stat. 748) or the controlled substance 

monitoring program under section 399O of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280g–3). 

(3) DISPENSER.—The term “dispenser”— 

(A) means a person licensed or otherwise authorized by a State to deliver a prescription 

drug product to a patient or an agent of the patient; and 

(B) does not include a person involved in oversight or payment for prescription drugs. 

(4) PDMP.—The term “PDMP” means a prescription drug monitoring program. 

(5) PRACTITIONER.—The term “practitioner” means a practitioner registered under 

section 303(f) of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 823(f)) to prescribe, administer, or 

dispense controlled substances. 

(6) STATE.—The term “State” means each of the several States and the District of 

Columbia. 

SEC. 2. PRESCRIPTION DRUG MONITORING PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL .—Beginning 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act, each covered 

State shall require— 

(1) each prescribing practitioner within the covered State or their designee, who shall be 

licensed or registered healthcare professionals or other employees who report directly to the 

practitioner, to consult the PDMP of the covered State before initiating treatment with a 

prescription for a controlled substance listed in schedule II, III, or IV of section 202(c) of the 

Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 812(c)), and every 3 months thereafter as long as the 

treatment continues; 

(2) the PDMP of the covered State to provide proactive notification to a practitioner when 

patterns indicative of controlled substance misuse, including opioid misuse, are detected; 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=21&section=802
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-107publ77/pdf/PLAW-107publ77.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=280g-3
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=21&section=823
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=21&section=812
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(3) each dispenser within the covered State to report each prescription for a controlled 

substance dispensed by the dispenser to the PDMP not later than 24 hours after the controlled 

substance is dispensed to the patient; 

(4) that the PDMP make available a quarterly de-identified data set and an annual report for 

public and private use, which shall, at a minimum, meet requirements established by the 

Attorney General, in coordination with the Secretary of Health and Human Services; and 

(5) that the data contained in the PDMP of the covered State is made available to other 

States. 

(b) NONCOMPLIANCE .—If a covered State fails to comply with subsection (a), the 

Attorney General or the Secretary of Health and Human Services, as appropriate, may withhold 

grant funds from being awarded to the covered State under the Harold Rogers Prescription Drug 

Monitoring Program established under the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the 

Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law 107–77; 115 Stat. 748) 

or the controlled substance monitoring program under section 399O of the Public Health Service 

Act (42 U.S.C. 280g–3). 

(c) DATA-SHARING S INGLE TECHNOLOGY SOLUTION .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of assisting States in complying with subsection 

(a)(5), the Attorney General, in coordination with the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 

acting through the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Grant Program established under section 3021 

of title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3797ff), shall 

award, on a competitive basis, a grant to an eligible entity to establish and maintain an inter-State 

data-sharing single hub to facilitate the sharing of PDMP data among States and the accessing of 

such data by practitioners. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The data-sharing single hub established under paragraph (1)— 

(A) shall— 

(i) allow States to retain ownership of the data submitted by the States; 

(ii) provide a source of de-identified data that can be used for statistical, research, or 

educational purposes; 

(iii) allow State authorized users to access data from a PDMP of a covered State without 

requiring a user fee; and 

(iv) conform with the standards of the Prescription Monitoring Information Exchange; and 

(B) may not— 

(i) distribute, in whole or in part, any PDMP data without the express written consent of the 

PDMP State authority; and 

(ii) limit, in whole or in part, distribution of PDMP data as approved by the PDMP State 

authority. 

 

  

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-107publ77/pdf/PLAW-107publ77.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=280g-3
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=42&section=3797ff
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 1576 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. DAINES, Mr. TESTER, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. BENNET, and Mr. MERKLEY) 

introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 

A BILL 

To provide that the owner of a water right may use the water for the cultivation of industrial hemp, if 

otherwise authorized by State law. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Industrial Hemp Water Rights Act”. 

SEC. 2. USE OF WATER FOR INDUSTRIAL HEMP CULTIVATION. 
(a) DEFINITION OF INDUSTRIAL HEMP .—In this section, the term “industrial hemp” has 

the meaning given the term in section 7606(b) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 

5940(b)). 

(b) USE FOR INDUSTRIAL HEMP CULTIVATION .—Notwithstanding the Controlled 

Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), chapter 81 of title 41, United States Code, or any other 

Federal law, an owner of an absolute or conditional water right, or an entity that receives or 

distributes water contracted from the Federal Government, may use or sell for use by another 

person the water subject to the water right or the contract, as applicable, for the cultivation of 

industrial hemp, regardless of whether the water has passed through a Federal water project, if 

the growth or cultivation of industrial hemp is otherwise authorized under the laws of the State in 

which such use occurs. 
 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=7&section=5940
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=7&section=5940
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=21&section=801
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title41-chapter81-front&num=0&edition=prelim
https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 248 
 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. COONS, Mr. SCHATZ, 

Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BOOKER, and Mrs. MURRAY) introduced the following 

bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 

A BILL 
To block implementation of the Executive order that restricts individuals from certain countries from 

entering the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 

(1) The Executive order titled “Protecting the Nation From Foreign Terrorist Entry Into the 

United States” violates the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101et seq.) which states 

that no person can be discriminated against in the issuance of an immigrant visa because of the 

person’s race, sex, nationality, place of birth, or place of residence. 

(2) That Executive order violates the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment to the 

United States Constitution and the equal protection component of the Due Process Clause of the 

Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION AGAINST USE OF FUNDS. 
No funds, resources, or fees made available to the Secretary of Homeland Security, or to 

any other official of a Federal agency, by this Act or any other Act for any fiscal year, may be 

used to implement or enforce the Executive order titled “Protecting the Nation From Foreign 

Terrorist Entry Into the United States” signed on January 27, 2017. 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=8&section=1101
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116th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

S. 2693 
 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. Hirono (for herself, Mrs. Gillibrand, and Ms. Harris) introduced the following bill; which 

was read twice and referred to the Committee on Judiciary 

 

 

A BILL 
To clarify the status and enhance the effectiveness of immigration courts, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Immigration Court Improvement Act of 2018”. 

SEC. 2. FINDING; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 
(a) Finding.—Congress finds that the United States tradition as a nation of laws and a 

nation of immigrants is best served by effective, fair, and impartial immigration judges who have 

decisional independence and are free from political influence. 

(b) Sense Of Congress .—It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) immigration judges— 

(A) should be fair and impartial; and 

(B) should have decisional independence that is free from political pressure or influence; 

and 

(2) in order to promote even-handed, non-biased, decision making that is representative of 

the public at large, immigration judges should be selected from a broad pool of candidates with a 

variety of legal experience, such as law professors, private practitioners, representatives of pro 

bono service and other nongovernmental organizations, military officers, and government 

employees. 

SEC. 3. PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT OF IMMIGRATION JUDGES. 
(a) Defined Term.—Section 101(b)(4) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 

1101(b)(4)) is amended to read as follows: 

“(4) (A) The term ‘immigration judge’ means an attorney who— 

“(i) has been appointed by the Attorney General to serve as a United States immigration 

judge; 

“(ii) is qualified to conduct proceedings under this Act, including removal proceedings 

under section 240. 

“(B) An immigration judge shall be subject to such supervision and shall perform such 

duties as the Attorney General shall prescribe as long as such supervision does not interfere with 

the immigration judge’s exercise of independent decision making authority over cases in which 

he or she presides. 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=8&section=1101
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=8&section=1101
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“(C) An immigration judge shall be an attorney at the time of his or her appointment by the 

Attorney General and shall maintain good standing or appropriate judicial status (as defined 

solely by the licensing jurisdiction) with the bar of the highest court of any State. 

“(D) The service of an immigration judge is deemed to be judicial in nature. Actions taken 

by an immigration judge while serving in a judicial capacity shall be reviewed under the 

applicable Code of Judicial Conduct. Immigration judges shall not be subject to any code of 

attorney behavior for conduct or actions taken while performing duties as an immigration judge. 

“(E) An immigration judge may not be disciplined for any good faith legal decisions made 

in the course of hearing and deciding cases. Criticism of an immigration judge, in a decision of 

any appellate court may not be considered or construed as a finding of misconduct.”. 

(b) Performance Appraisals.—Any system of completion goals or other efficiency 

standards imposed on immigration judges (as defined in section 101(b)(4) of the Immigration 

and Nationality Act)— 

(1) may be used solely as management tools for obtaining or allocating resources; and 

(2) may not be used— 

(A) to limit the independent authority of immigration judges to fulfill their duties; or 

(B) as a reflection of individual judicial performance. 

(c) Judicial Complaint Process .—Not later than 180 days after the date of the 

enactment of this Act, the Attorney General shall establish a transparent judicial complaint 

process that is consistent with— 

(1) the Guidelines for the Evaluation of Judicial Performance developed by the American 

Bar Association; and 

(2) the judicial performance evaluation principles developed by the Institute for the 

Advancement of the American Legal System. 

(d) Annual Leave.—Every immigration judge shall be presumed to have 15 years of 

Federal civilian service for the purpose of the accrual of annual leave. 

(e) Continuing Legal Education .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the training required under section 603(c) of the 

International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6473(c)), the Attorney General shall 

provide immigration judges with— 

(A) meaningful, ongoing training, including annual, in-person training, to maintain current 

knowledge of immigration cases, changes in the law and effective docketing practices; and 

(B) time away from the bench to assimilate the knowledge gained through such training. 

(2) SERVICE TO THE LEGAL PROFESSION.—Because of the ethical duty owed by 

immigration judges to participate in continuing legal education, including teaching of law at 

institutions of higher learning and other activities to educate the public and to improve the legal 

profession, the Attorney General may not prevent or interfere with the participation of an 

immigration judge in any such bona fide activities if— 

(A) undertaken in conjunction with an established university, law school, bar association, or 

legal organization; and 

(B) the immigration judge clearly indicates that such participation is in his or her personal 

capacity and does not reflect any official positions or policies. 

(f) Contempt Authority.— 

(1) RULEMAKING.— 

(A) INTERIM REGULATIONS.—Not later than 60 days after the date of the enactment of 

this Act, the Attorney General shall promulgate interim regulations governing the exercise of the 

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=22&section=6473
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authority given to immigration judges under section 240(b)(1) of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1229a(b)(1)) to sanction contempt of an immigration judge’s exercise 

of authority under such Act. 

(B) FINAL REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of 

this Act, the Attorney General shall promulgate final regulations governing the authority 

described in subparagraph (A). 

(2) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO PROMULGATE REGULATIONS.—If the Attorney 

General fails to comply with subparagraph (1)(B), immigration judges shall— 

(A) make appropriate findings of contempt; and 

(B) submit such findings to the United States District Court for the judicial district in which 

the immigration judge is physically located. 

 

  

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=8&section=1229a
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116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 

S. 3188 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mrs. SINEMA (for herself, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. KAINE) 

introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 

A BILL 

To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit gay and trans panic defenses. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Gay and Trans Panic Defense Prohibition Act of 2018”. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds that— 

(1) the American Bar Association has urged the Federal Government to take legislative 

action to curtail the availability and effectiveness of the “gay panic” and “trans panic” defenses, 

which seek to partially or completely excuse crimes such as murder and assault on the grounds 

that the sexual orientation or gender identity of the victim is provocation enough for the violent 

reaction of the defendant; 

(2) gay and trans panic legal defenses, which continue to be raised in criminal proceedings 

in Federal courts across the United States, are surprisingly long-lived historical artifacts, 

remnants of a time when widespread public antipathy was the norm for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

and transgender (referred to in this Act as “LGBT”) individuals; 

(3) gay and trans panic defenses characterize sexual orientation and gender identity as 

objectively reasonable excuses for loss of self-control, and thereby illegitimately mitigate the 

responsibility of a perpetrator for harm done to LGBT individuals; 

(4) gay and trans panic defenses appeal to irrational fears and hatred of LGBT individuals, 

thereby undermining the legitimacy of Federal criminal prosecutions and resulting in 

unjustifiable acquittals or sentencing reductions; 

(5) the use of gay and trans panic defenses is entirely incompatible with the express intent 

of Federal law to provide increased protection to victims of bias-motivated crimes, including 

crimes committed against LGBT individuals; 

(6) continued use of these anachronistic defenses reinforces and institutionalizes prejudice 

at the expense of norms of self-control, tolerance, and compassion, which the law should 

encourage, and marks an egregious lapse in the march of the United States toward a more just 

criminal justice system; and 

(7) to end the antiquated notion that LGBT lives are worth less than others and to reflect 

modern understanding of LGBT individuals as equal citizens under law, gay and trans panic 

defenses must end. 

SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON GAY AND TRANS PANIC DEFENSES. 
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(a) IN GENERAL .—Chapter 1 of title 18, United States Code, is amended by adding at the 

end the following: 

“§ 28. Prohibition on gay and trans panic defenses 

“(a) PROHIBITION .—No nonviolent sexual advance or perception or belief, even if 

inaccurate, of the gender, gender identity or expression, or sexual orientation of an individual 

may be used to excuse or justify the conduct of an individual or mitigate the severity of an 

offense. 

“(b) PAST TRAUMA .—Notwithstanding the prohibition in subsection (a), a court may 

admit evidence, in accordance with the Federal Rules of Evidence, of prior trauma to the 

defendant for the purpose of excusing or justifying the conduct of the defendant or mitigating the 

severity of an offense.”. 

 

 


