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Forty-Sixth Model U.S. Senate, March 23–25, 2017 
 

Model U.S. Senate Handbook 
 

It has been the continued goal of the Model U.S. Senate to structure a program that will be educational, 
stimulating, and enjoyable.  With these goals in mind, it is expected that Model U.S. Senators will portray the voting 
record and personality of their respective Senators.  This handbook contains some of the basic guidelines and other 
aids to assist in these portrayals.  Please read it and consult it as the need arises.  Detailed Senate Procedure Manuals 
are also available on the U.S. Senate website as well as upon request with the Model U.S. Senate Parliamentarian. 

On behalf of the organizers of the Floyd M. Riddick Model United States Senate, we thank you for your 
interest and participation in this most unique learning experience.  We are confident that this will be a successful 
program in the spirit of the United States Senate. 

 
Committee Descriptions 

 
Committee on Armed Services:   

The Committee on Armed Services handles legislation concerning and has jurisdiction over issues related to: 
Aeronautical and space activities peculiar to or primarily associated with the development of weapons systems 
or military operations; the common defense; the Department of Defense, the Department of the Army, the 
Department of the Navy, and the Department of the Air Force, generally; maintenance and operation of the 
Panama Canal, including administration, sanitation, and government of the Canal Zone; military research and 
development; national security aspects of nuclear energy; naval petroleum reserves, except those in Alaska; 
pay, promotion, retirement, and other benefits and privileges of members of the Armed Forces, including 
overseas education of civilian and military dependents; selective service system; and strategic and critical 
materials necessary for the common defense. 
 
The Committee also conducts comprehensive study and review of matters relating to the common defense 
policy of the United States. 

 
Environment and Public Works: 

The Committee on Environment and Public Works handles legislation concerning and has jurisdiction over 
issues related to: Air pollution; Construction and maintenance of highways; Environmental aspects of Outer 
Continental Shelf lands; Environmental effects of toxic substances, other than pesticides; Environmental 
policy; Environmental research and development; Fisheries and wildlife; Flood control and improvements of 
rivers and harbors, including environmental aspects of deepwater ports; Noise pollution; Nonmilitary 
environmental regulation and control of nuclear energy; Ocean dumping; Public buildings and improved 
grounds of the United States generally, including Federal buildings in the District of Columbia; Public works, 
bridges, and dams; Regional economic development; Solid waste disposal and recycling; Water pollution; 
Water resources. 
 
The Committee also studies and reviews, on a comprehensive basis, matters relating to environmental 
protection and resource utilization and conservation, and reports thereon from time to time. 
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Foreign Relations:  
The committee on Foreign Relations handles legislation concerning and has jurisdiction over issues related to: 
Acquisition of land and buildings for embassies and legations in foreign countries; Boundaries of the United 
States; Diplomatic service; Foreign economic, military, technical, and humanitarian assistance; Foreign loans; 
International activities of the American National Red Cross and the International Committee of the Red Cross; 
International aspects of nuclear energy, including nuclear transfer policy; International conferences and 
congresses; International law as it relates to foreign policy; Intervention abroad and declarations of war; 
Measures to foster commercial intercourse with foreign nations and to safeguard American business interests 
abroad; National security and international aspects of trusteeships of the United States; Oceans and 
international environmental and scientific affairs as they relate to foreign policy; Protection of United States 
citizens abroad and expatriation; Relations of the United States with foreign nations generally; Treaties and 
executive agreements; United Nations and its affiliated organizations; World Bank group, the regional 
development banks, and other international organizations established primarily for development assistance 
purposes. 
 
The Committee also studies and reviews, on a comprehensive basis, matters relating to the national security 
policy, foreign policy, and international economic policy as it relates to foreign policy of the United States, 
and matters relating to food, hunger, and nutrition in foreign countries, and reports thereon from time to time. 

 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions:  

The Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions handles legislation concerning and has jurisdiction 
over issues related to: Measures relating to education, labor, health, and public welfare; Aging; Agricultural 
colleges; Arts and humanities; Biomedical research and development; Child labor; Convict labor and the entry 
of goods made by convicts into interstate commerce; Domestic activities of the American National Red Cross; 
Equal employment opportunity; Individuals with disabilities; Labor standards and labor statistics; Mediation 
and arbitration of labor disputes; Occupational safety and health, including the welfare of miners; Private 
pension plans; Public health; Railway labor and retirement; Regulation of foreign laborers; Student loans; 
Wages and hours of labor.  
 
The Committee also studies and reviews, on a comprehensive basis, matters relating to health, education and 
training, and public welfare, and reports thereon from time to time. 

 
 
Judiciary: 

The Committee on the Judiciary handles legislation concerning and has jurisdiction over issues related to: 
Bankruptcy, mutiny, espionage, and counterfeiting; Civil liberties; Constitutional amendments; Federal courts 
and judges; Government information; Holidays and celebrations; Immigration and naturalization; Interstate 
compacts generally; Judicial proceedings, civil and criminal, generally; Local courts in the territories and 
possessions; Measures relating to claims against the United States; National penitentiaries; Patent Office; 
Patents, copyrights, and trademarks; Protection of trade and commerce against unlawful restraints and 
monopolies; Revision and codification of the statutes of the United States; State and territorial boundary lines. 
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Committee Meeting Procedure 
 

1. The Chair of each committee has already been selected on the basis of role portrayal and experience in the 
F.M.R. Model U.S. Senate. 

2. In the absence of a Model U.S. Senator, the Chairman or the Ranking Minority Member may cast a “proxy 
vote” on behalf of that Senator. 

3. Bills should be read and ranked in order of priority, and that ranking should be followed for discussion. 
4. As bills are discussed, revised and amended, they must be reported out of committee either favorably or 

unfavorably.  An unfavorable report kills the bill, and it will not appear on the calendar.  Bills, in the form they 
are to be introduced, are to be filed with the Clerk.  The majority and minority leaders and the Clerk will then 
place each bill on the agenda for the Senate session. 

5. The use of committee witnesses is an important facet of committee procedure.  Experts in various fields will 
testify on specific proposed legislation.  Question them carefully and completely, as they have been selected 
for their knowledge in the committee’s area. 

6. It is suggested that for efficiency and effectiveness the committee agree to use Senate Rules of Procedure 
throughout their meetings.  However, that decision is solely the Chair’s and the decision is final. 

 

Useful Definitions 
 
Act: Legislation that has passed both chambers of Congress in identical form, been signed into law by the President, or 
passed over his veto, thus becoming law. Technically, this term also refers to a bill that has been passed by one house 
and engrossed (prepared as an official copy). 
 
Adjourn: A motion to adjourn in the Committee or Senate ends that day's session. 
 
Adjournment Sine Die: The end of a legislative session "without day."  These adjournments are used to indicate the 
final adjournment of an annual or two-year session of a Congress. 
 
Adjournment to a Day and Time Certain: An adjournment of the Senate that fixes the day and time for its next 
session. 
 
Amendment: A proposal to alter the text of a pending bill or other measure by striking out some of it, by inserting 
new language, or both.  Before an amendment becomes part of the measure, the Senate must agree to it. 
 
Bill: The principal vehicle employed by lawmakers for introducing their proposals (enacting or repealing laws, for 
example) in the Senate.  They address either matters of general interest ("public bills") or narrow interest ("private 
bills"), such as immigration cases and individual claims against the Federal government. 
 
Caucus: From the Algonquian Indian language, a caucus means "to meet together." A caucus is an informal 
organization of Members of the House or the Senate, or both, that exists to discuss issues of mutual concern and 
possibly to perform legislative research and policy planning for its members.  
 
Christmas Tree Bill: Informal nomenclature for a bill on the Senate floor that attracts many, often unrelated, floor 
amendments.  The amendments that adorn the bill may provide special benefits to various groups or interests. 
 
Cloture: The only procedure by which the Senate can vote to place a time limit on consideration of a bill or other 
matter, and thereby overcome a filibuster. Under the cloture rule (Rule XXII), the Senate may limit consideration of a 
pending matter to 30 additional hours, but only by vote of three-fifths of the full Senate, normally 60 votes. 
 
Companion Bill or Measure: Similar or identical legislation that is introduced in the Senate and House.  House and 
Senate lawmakers who share similar views on legislation may introduce a companion bill in their respective chambers 
to promote simultaneous consideration of the measure. 
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Consideration: To "call up" or "lay down" a bill or other measure on the Senate floor is to place it before the full 
Senate for consideration, including debate, amendment, and voting.  Measures normally come before the Senate for 
consideration by the Majority Leader requesting unanimous consent that the Senate take it up 
Filibuster: Informal term for any attempt to block or delay Senate action on a bill or other matter by debating it at 
length, by offering numerous procedural motions, or by any other delaying or obstructive actions. 
 
Floor Amendment: An amendment offered by an individual Senator from the floor during consideration of a bill or 
other measure, in contrast to a committee amendment. 
 
Germane: On the subject of the pending bill or other business; a strict standard of relevance. 
 
Motion to Proceed to Consider: A motion, usually offered by the Majority Leader to bring a bill or other measure up 
for consideration.  This is the usual way of bringing a measure to the floor when unanimous consent cannot be 
obtained.  For legislative business, the motion is debatable under most circumstances, and therefore may be subject to 
filibuster. 
 
Point of Order: A claim made by a Senator from the floor that a rule of the Senate is being violated.  If the Chair 
sustains the point of order, the action in violation of the rule is not permitted. 
 
President Pro Tempore: A constitutionally recognized officer of the Senate who presides over the chamber in the 
absence of the Vice President.  The President Pro Tempore (or, "president for a time") is elected by the Senate and is, 
by custom, the Senator of the majority party with the longest record of continuous service. 
 
Quorum: The number of Senators that must be present for the Senate to do business.  The Constitution requires a 
majority of Senators (51) for a quorum.  Often, fewer Senators are actually present on the floor, but the Senate 
presumes that a quorum is present unless the contrary is shown by a roll call vote or quorum call. 
 
Recess: A temporary interruption of the Senate's or Committee’s business.  Generally, the Senate recesses (rather than 
adjourns) at the end of each calendar day. 
 
Rider: Informal term for a non-germane amendment to a bill or an amendment to an appropriation bill that changes the 
permanent law governing a program funded by the bill. 
 
Table, Motion to: A Senator may move to table any pending question. The motion is not debatable, and agreement to 
the motion is equivalent to defeating the question tabled. The motion is used to dispose quickly of questions the Senate 
does not wish to consider further. 
 
Unanimous Consent: A Senator may request unanimous consent on the floor to set aside a specified rule of procedure 
so as to expedite proceedings.  If no Senator objects, the Senate permits the action; however, if any one Senator 
objects, the request is rejected. Unanimous consent requests with only immediate effects are routinely granted, but 
ones affecting the floor schedule, the conditions of considering a bill or other business, or the rights of other Senators, 
are normally not offered, or a floor leader will object to it, until all Senators concerned have had an opportunity to 
inform the leaders that they find it acceptable. 
 
Unanimous Consent Agreement: A unanimous consent request setting terms for the consideration of a specified bill 
or other measure.  These agreements are usually proposed by the Majority Leader or floor manager of the measure, and 
reflect negotiations among Senators interested in the measure.  Many are "time agreements," which limit the time 
available for debate and specify who will control that time.  Many also permit only a list of specified amendments, or 
require amendments to be to the measure.  A unanimous consent agreement may also contain other provisions, such as 
empowering the Majority Leader to call up the measure at will or specifying when consideration will begin or end. 
 
Vice President: Under the Constitution, the Vice President serves as President of the Senate.  The Vice President may 
vote in the Senate in the case of a tie, but is not required to.  The President Pro Tempore (and others designated by 
him) usually perform these duties during the Vice President's frequent absences from the Senate. 
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Yield: When a Senator who has been recognized to speak "yields" to another, he or she permits the other to speak 
while the first Senator retains the floor.  Technically, a Senator may yield to another only for a question. 
 
Yield the Floor: A Senator who has been recognized to speak yields the floor when he or she completes his or her 
remarks and terminates his or her recognition. 
 

Standard Rules of the Model U.S. Senate 
 
The following oath of affirmation required by the Constitution and prescribed by law shall be taken and subscribed to 
by each Senator in open Senate before entering upon his duties. 

“I,_____, do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will take this 
obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully 
discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter; so help me God.” 
 

A quorum shall consist of a majority of the Senators duly chosen and sworn in.  If, at any time during the daily 
sessions, a question shall be raised by any Senator as to the presence of a quorum, the Presiding Officer shall direct the 
Secretary to call the roll and shall announce the result, and these proceedings shall be without debate. 
 
The Presiding Officer having taken the chair, and a quorum being present, the Journal of the preceding day shall be 
read and any errors corrected.  The proceedings of the Senate shall be briefly and accurately stated in the Journal, 
including messages from the President, titles of bills and resolutions, every vote, and a brief statement of the contents 
of each petition, memorial or paper presented to the Senate. 
 
A question of order may be raised at any stage if no Senator has the floor, Senate not divided. Unless submitted to the 
Senate, the Presiding Officer shall decide all such questions without debate, subject to an appeal to the Senate.  The 
Presiding Officer may submit any question of order for the decision of the Senate.  An affirmative majority vote is 
required for passage. 
 
The Presiding Officer shall enforce order whenever demonstration or confusion in the chamber or gallery calls for it. 
He may do so on his own initiative, without any point of order being made by a Senator. 
 
Cloture may be invoked upon any measure or matter by the presentation to the Clerk of the Senate of a motion with the 
signatures of 16 Senators.  After a valid cloture petition has been filed, it must lay on the table for 15 minutes, after 
which the clerk will call the roll for a vote.  An affirmative vote of 3/5 (60) of those Senators chosen and sworn is 
required for passage.  If cloture has been agreed to, ten (10) minutes of debate time on the pending matter remain.  All 
Senators who have not spoken on the question will be permitted one minute for debate. 
 
To be recognized to speak, a Senator should stand and say "Mr. President."  The chair will recognize the first senator 
to seek recognition, with the understanding that the Majority Leader will always be recognized first.  No Senator shall 
interrupt another Senator without his/her consent.  

Senator A: "Mr. President, will the Senator yield?" 
Chair: "Will the Senator yield?" 
Senator B: "Yes." 

Senator A then proceeds to speak if the Senator speaking yields. If Senator B refuses to yield with an answer of "no," 
Senator A must return to his seat. 
A Senator may avoid interruptions by telling the Presiding Officer that he/she will yield to questions after he/she is 
finished speaking. 
 
Except for the Majority and Minority Leaders, no Senator shall speak twice upon any new question in debate on the 
same day, except by permission of the Senate that shall be determined by a vote without debate. 
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All motions or resolutions may be withdrawn or modified by the mover at any time before the decision, amendment, or 
ordering of the yeas and nays. This does not apply to a motion to reconsider, which shall not be withdrawn without 
leave. 
 
No Senator shall refer offensively to any State of the Union. 
 
No Senator in debate shall, directly or indirectly, speak of another Senator or his conduct in a manner unworthy or 
unbecoming a Senator. 
 
Any Senator who, in the opinion of the Presiding Officer, transgresses the rules of the Senate, shall be called to order 
by a motion of the Chair or another Senator. Any Senator called to order may appeal the ruling of the Chair, which 
shall be open to debate. 
 

Awards 
 
In order to judge the effectiveness and authenticity of your role portrayal in this simulation of the United States Senate, 
Stetson University has appointed a number of judges that will observe committee hearings and some of the Senate 
sessions.  These judges will be asked to make recommendations for the awards listed below, and those selected will be 
recognized at the Awards Banquet on Saturday. 
 
Outstanding Senator Award: Will be given to five Model U.S. Senators who (1) organize and speak in a rational, 
well-informed manner, (2) gain the respect of fellow Senators, (3) understand the correct procedures for passing 
legislation, (4) are able, to some extent, to influence others’ opinions, and (5) maintain close uniformity with regards to 
the political and policy outlook of the portrayed Senator. This award will require a great deal of preparation and often a 
bit of acting. 
 
Most Effective Committee: Judged on the basis of the manner in which the committee conducts itself in discussing 
bills; also the quality of legislation reported out of the committee and the effective use of witnesses and their 
testimony. 
 
Best Committee Chair: Judged on the skill with which he or she guides discussion and keeps order. Chairs should see 
to it that everyone has a chance to speak and that the witnesses are effectively used. 
 
 



 
 

Basic Model U.S. Senate Parliamentary Procedure 

 
 

Motion 
(by order of 
precedence) 

 
You Say: Interruptible? Second 

Needed?  Debatable? Amendable?  Vote  
Required: 

Adjourn “I move that we 
adjourn.” No Yes No No Majority 

Recess “I move to recess 
until” No Yes Sometimes Yes Majority 

Personal Privilege “Point of Privilege” Yes No No No Chair 

Object to Improper 
Procedure 

“Point of Order” Yes No No No Chair 

Procedural 
Question 

“Point of 
Information” Yes No No No Chair 

Lay on the table 
“I move that this 

matter be laid on the 
table” 

No Yes No No Majority 

Postpone to  
a certain time 

“I move that this 
matter be postponed 

until” 
No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

Refer to committee 
“I move that we 
refer this to the 
Committee on” 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

Amend 
“I move that the 

motion be amended 
by” 

No Yes If motion is Yes Majority 

Postpone 
Indefinitely 

“I move that we 
postpone this 

question 
indefinitely” 

No Yes Yes No Majority 

Main Motion “I move that” No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

Reconsider 
“I move that we 

reconsider our action 
on” 

Yes Yes If motion is No Majority 

Withdraw  
a motion 

“I request 
permission to 
withdraw my 

motion” 

No No No No Chair 



 
 

Notes: 
1. There are no such things as “friendly amendments.”  Any amendment to a motion must be offered as 

a motion to amend. 

2. The motion to refer to a committee can be amended regarding which committee and notes to the 
committee. 

3. The motion to lay on the table is only in order of there is other urgent business.  Instead use move to 
postpone either indefinitely to until a certain time, or refer to a committee. 

4. Typically a call for division is simply granted.  If there is an objection, the majority decides. 

5. Reconsideration may only be moved by someone who voted with the prevailing side, and is debatable 
if the original motion was debatable. 

6. Usually, the maker of a motion may withdraw it by unanimous consent, but if there is an objection, 
there must be a vote. 

 

Time Schedule: 
§ In the Senate there is typically no motion to “call the question” or “motion to vote.” 
 
§ Instead, the majority and minority leaders typically agree upon a set amount of time for each side and 

then will delegate that time to senators to give speeches.   
 
§ Once all time has expired or if both sides yield the floor to the Chair, the question is automatically 

called and voting commences. 
 

Senate Cloture Rules: 
§ A cloture motion is a motion to bring debate quickly to an end. 

§ The procedure for invoking cloture, or ending a filibuster, is as follows: 

1. A minimum of sixteen senators must sign a cloture petition (available from the Clerk) and 
present it to the Clerk. 

2. After a valid cloture petition has been filed, it must lay over for 15 minutes, after which the 
Clerk will read the cloture petition and call the roll for a vote on cloture. 

3. An affirmative vote of 3/5 (60) of those Senators chosen and sworn is required for passage. 
4. If cloture has been agreed to, ten (10) minutes of debate time on the pending matter will 

remain.  All Senators who have not spoken on the question will be permitted one minute each 
for debate. 

 



Committee on Armed Services 
 

 
Chairman: 

John McCain 
 

Richard Shelby 
Susan Collins 
John Thune 
David Vitter 
Roger Wicker 
Roy Blunt 
Rob Portman 
Deb Fischer 
Tom Cotton 
Joni Ersnt 
Luther Strange 
 
 
 

Jack Reed, Ranking Member 
Bill Nelson 
Claire McCaskill 
Jon Tester 
Kirsten Gillibrand 
Joe Manchin 
Joe Donnelly 
Martin Heinrich 
Angus King 
Tim Kaine 
Gary Peters 
Catherine Cortez Masto 

 



Legislation Summaries 
Committee on Armed Services 

 
Republicans:  

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

1 McCain S. 2470 

 
To repeal the provision permitting the use of rocket engines from the Russian 
Federation for the evolved expendable launch vehicle program. 
 

2 Shelby S.J. Res. 3 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States which requires 
(except during time of war and subject to suspension by Congress) that the total 
amount of money expended by the United States during any fiscal year not 
exceed the amount of certain revenue received by the United States during such 
fiscal year and not exceed 20 percent of the gross domestic product of the United 
States during the previous calendar year. 

4 Collins S. 614 
 
To require the continuation of tuition assistance programs for members of the 
Armed Forces for the remainder of fiscal year 2017. 

5 Thune S. 1992 

To amend chapter 44 of title 18, United States Code, to provide that a member of 
the Armed Forces and the spouse of that member shall have the same rights 
regarding the receipt of firearms at the location of any duty station of the 
member. 

6 Vitter S. 2600 
To amend the Military Selective Service Act to provide that any modification to 
the duty to register for purposes of the Military Selective Service Act may be 
made only through an Act of Congress, and for other purposes. 

7 Wicker S. 2746 
To establish various prohibitions regarding the transfer or release of individuals 
detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and with 
respect to United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, and for other purposes. 

9 Blunt S. 2333 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to provide for certain behavioral health 
treatment under TRICARE for children and adults with developmental 
disabilities.  

11 Portman S. 646 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to provide an individual with a mental 
health screening before the individual enlists in the Armed Forces or is 
commissioned as an officer in the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 

14 Fischer S. Res 257 
Congratulating Captain Kristen Griest and First Lieutenant Shaye Haver on their 
graduation from Ranger School. 

15 Cotton S. 2559 
To prohibit the modification, termination, abandonment, or transfer of the lease 
by which the United States acquired the land and waters containing Naval 
Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

16 Ernst S. 307 
To enhance the database of emergency response capabilities of the Department 
of Defense.  

17 Strange S. 3019 
To require the Secretary of Defense to implement processes and procedures to 
provide expedited evaluation and treatment for prenatal surgery under the 
TRICARE program. 



Legislation Summaries 
Committee on Armed Services 

 
Democrats: 

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

18 Reed S. 3511 
To require the Secretary of Defense to expand the Secretarial Designee Program of 
the Department of Defense to include victims of acts of terror. 

20 Nelson S. 250 
To prohibit any hiring freeze from affecting any Department of Defense position at, or 
in support of, a public shipyard.  

21 McCaskill S. 2870 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to prevent retaliation in the military, and for 
other purposes. 

23 Tester S. 66 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to permit certain retired members of the 
uniformed services who have a service-connected disability to receive both disability 
compensation from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either 
retired pay by reason of their years of military service or Combat-Related Special 
Compensation, and for other purposes. 

25 Gillibrand S. 3396 

To require an Air Force report on perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane 
sulfonates (PFOS) contamination at certain military installations and require 
reparation for identified contaminated sites and affected areas. 

27 Manchin S. 307 
To enhance the database of emergency response capabilities of the Department of 
Defense. 

29 Donnelly S. 3064 
To provide for the award of medals or other commendations to handlers of military 
working dogs and military working dogs, and for other purposes. 

30 Heinrich S. 2778 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to provide for the rapid acquisition of directed 
energy weapons systems by the Department of Defense, and for other purposes. 

32 King S. 3033 
To provide for an Atomic Veterans Service Medal. 

33 Kaine S. 1766 

To direct the Secretary of Defense to review the discharge characterization of former 
members of the Armed Forces who were discharged by reason of the sexual 
orientation of the member, and for other purposes. 

39 Peters S. 3894 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to require the Secretary of Defense to use only 
human-based methods for training members of the Armed Forces in the treatment of 
severe combat injuries, and for other purposes. 

 
38 

Cortez-
Mastro 

S. 1386 To provide multiyear procurement authority for the procurement of up to six polar 
icebreakers to be owned and operated by the Coast Guard. 

 
40 

 
Shaheen 

 
S.992 

To provide for offices on sexual assault prevention and response under the Chiefs of 
Staff of the Armed Forces, to require reports on additional offices and selection of 
sexual assault prevention and response personnel, and for other purposes. 

 



Armed Services Committee 
	

1 

 
115TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 
S. 2470 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 
Mr. McCain (for himself and Mrs. Ernst) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To repeal the provision permitting the use of rocket engines from the Russian Federation for the 
evolved expendable launch vehicle program. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION 1. REPEAL OF PROVISION PERMITTING THE USE OF ROCKET 
ENGINES FROM THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION FOR THE EVOLVED EXPENDABLE 
LAUNCH VEHICLE PROGRAM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Armed Services Committee 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 
S. J. RES. 3 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 
Mr. Shelby introduced the following joint resolution; which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 
JOINT RESOLUTION 

 
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States which requires (except 
during time of war and subject to suspension by Congress) that the total amount of 
money expended by the United States during any fiscal year not exceed the amount of 
certain revenue received by the United States during such fiscal year and not exceed 20 
percent of the gross domestic product of the United States during the previous calendar 
year. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House concurring therein), 
That the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the 
Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States 
within seven years after the date of its submission by the Congress: 

“Article  — 
“Section 1. The total amount of money expended by the United 
States in any fiscal year shall not exceed the total amount of 
revenue received by the United States during such fiscal year, 
excluding revenue received from the issuance of bonds, notes, or 
other obligations of the United States. 
“Section 2. The total amount of money expended by the United 
States in any fiscal year shall not exceed the amount equal to 20 
percent of the gross domestic product of the United States during 
the last calendar year ending before the beginning of such fiscal 
year. 
“Section 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this article shall not apply during 
any fiscal year during any part of which the United States is at war 
as declared by Congress under section 8 of article I of the 
Constitution of the United States. 
“Section 4. Sections 1 and 2 of this article may be suspended by a 
concurrent resolution approved by a three-fifths vote of the 
Members of each House of Congress. Any suspension of sections 1 
and 2 of this article under this section shall be effective only during 
the fiscal year during which such suspension is approved. 
“Section 5. This article shall take effect on the first day of the first 
fiscal year beginning after the date of the adoption of this article. 



Armed Services Committee 
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“Section 6. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Armed Services Committee 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 614 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Ms. Collins (for herself, Mr. Inhofe Mr. Wyden, Mr. Moran, Mrs. Hagan, Mr. Coons, Ms. 
Hirono, Mr. Murphy, Ms. Murkowski, and Mr. Roberts) introduced the following bill; which was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

 
To require the continuation of tuition assistance programs for members of the Armed Forces for 
the remainder of fiscal year 2017. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION 1. REQUIREMENT FOR CONTINUATION OF AUTHORIZED TUITION 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES FOR 
REMAINDER OF FISCAL YEAR 2017. 
 

(a) In General.—The Secretaries of the military departments shall carry out tuition 
assistance programs for members of the Armed Forces during the remainder of fiscal year 
2017 using amounts specified in subsection (b). 
(b) Amounts.—The minimum amount used by the Secretary of a military department for 
tuition assistance for members of an Armed Force under the jurisdiction of that Secretary 
pursuant to subsection (a) shall be not less than— 

(1) the amount appropriated or otherwise made available by the Consolidated and 
Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2017 for tuition assistance programs for 
members of that Armed Force, minus 
(2) an amount that is not more than the percentage of the reduction required to 
the Operation and Maintenance account for that Armed Force for fiscal year 2017 
by the budget sequester required by section 251A of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 1992 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. Thune (for himself, Mr. Rounds, Mr. Daines, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Enzi, and Mr. Crapo) 
introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed 
Services 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend chapter 44 of title 18, United States Code, to provide that a member of the Armed 
Forces and the spouse of that member shall have the same rights regarding the receipt of firearms 
at the location of any duty station of the member. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION 1. RECEIPT OF FIREARM OR AMMUNITION BY SPOUSE OF MEMBER 
OF THE ARMED FORCES AT A DUTY STATION OF THE MEMBER OUTSIDE THE 
UNITED STATES. 
 

Section 925(a)(3) of title 18, United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by inserting “, or to the spouse of such a member,” before “or to”; 
(2) by striking “members,” and inserting “members and spouses,”; 
(3) by striking “members or” and inserting “members, spouses, or”; and 
(4) by striking “member or” and inserting “member, spouse, or”. 
 

SEC. 2. RESIDENCY OF SPOUSES OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES TO BE 
DETERMINED ON THE SAME BASIS AS THE RESIDENCY OF SUCH MEMBERS 
FOR PURPOSES OF FEDERAL FIREARMS LAWS. 
 
Section 921(b) of title 18, United States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
 

“(b) For purposes of this chapter, a member of the Armed Forces on active duty, or a 
spouse of such a member, is a resident of— 

“(1) the State in which the member or spouse maintains legal residence; 
“(2) the State in which the permanent duty station of the member is located; and 

“(3) the State in which the member maintains a place of abode from which the 
member commutes each day to the permanent duty station of the member.”. 

 
SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The amendments made by this Act shall apply to conduct engaged in after the 6-month 
period that begins on the date of the enactment of this Act. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2600 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. Vitter (for himself, Mr. Lee, Mr. Cruz, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Sasse, and Mr. Cassidy) introduced 
the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend the Military Selective Service Act to provide that any modification to the duty to 
register for purposes of the Military Selective Service Act may be made only through an Act of 
Congress, and for other purposes. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. MODIFICATION TO DUTY TO REGISTER FOR PURPOSES OF THE 
MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT ONLY THROUGH AN ACT OF CONGRESS. 
 

(a) Modification Only Through Act Of Congress.—Section 3 of the Military Selective 
Service Act (50 U.S.C. 3802) is amended by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

 
“(c) Any modification or change to the persons subject to the duty to register 
pursuant to this section may be made only through an Act of Congress.”. 

(b) Prohibition On Court Jurisdiction Of Claims Regarding Class Of Persons With Duty 
To Register.—No court created by Act of Congress shall have any jurisdiction, and the 
Supreme Court shall have no appellate jurisdiction, to hear or decide any question or 
claim, whether filed before, on, or after the date of enactment of this Act, pertaining to 
the interpretation of, or the validity under the Constitution of, the class of persons subject 
to the duty to register for purposes of the Military Selective Service Act (50 U.S.C. 3801 
et seq.). 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2746 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. Wicker (for himself, Ms. Ayotte, Mr. Burr, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Wicker, Mr. Moran, Mr. Roberts, 
Mr. Scott, Mrs. Capito, and Mr. Daines) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

 
To establish various prohibitions regarding the transfer or release of individuals detained at 
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and with respect to United States Naval 
Station, Guantanamo Bay, and for other purposes. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR TRANSFER OR RELEASE OF 
INDIVIDUALS DETAINED AT UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION, GUANTANAMO 
BAY, CUBA, TO THE UNITED STATES. 
 

No amounts authorized to be appropriated or otherwise made available may be used to 
transfer, release, or assist in the transfer or release to or within the United States, its 
territories, or possessions of Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or any other detainee who— 

(1) is not a United States citizen or a member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is or was held on or after January 20, 2009, at United States Naval Station, 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, by the Department of Defense. 
 

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS TO CONSTRUCT OR MODIFY 
FACILITIES IN THE UNITED STATES TO HOUSE DETAINEES TRANSFERRED 
FROM UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA. 
 

(a) In General.—No amounts authorized to be appropriated or otherwise made available 
may be used to construct or modify any facility in the United States, its territories, or 
possessions to house any individual detained at Guantanamo for the purposes of detention 
or imprisonment in the custody or under the control of the Department of Defense unless 
expressly authorized by an Act of Congress enacted after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
(b) Exception.—The prohibition in subsection (a) shall not apply to any modification of 
facilities at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
(c) Individual Detained At Guantanamo Defined.—In this section, the term “individual 
detained at Guantanamo” means any individual located at United States Naval Station, 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as of October 1, 2009, who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or a member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States; and 
(2) is— 

(A) in the custody or under the control of the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United States Naval Station, 
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Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
 

SEC. 3. SUSPENSION OF USE OF FUNDS TO TRANSFER OR RELEASE 
INDIVIDUALS DETAINED AT UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION, GUANTANAMO 
BAY, CUBA, TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES OR ENTITIES. 
 

(a) In General.—Notwithstanding section 1034 of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law 114–92; 129 Stat. 969; 10 U.S.C. 801 note), no 
amounts authorized to be appropriated or otherwise made available may be used, during 
the period beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act and ending on September 
30, 2017, to transfer, release, or assist in the transfer or release of an individual detained 
at Guantanamo to any foreign country or foreign entity unless expressly authorized by an 
Act of Congress enacted after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
(b) Individual Detained At Guantanamo Defined.—In this section, the term “individual 
detained at Guantanamo” means any individual located at United States Naval Station, 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as of October 1, 2009, who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or a member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States; and 
(2) is— 

(A) in the custody or under the control of the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United States Naval Station, 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
 

SEC. 4. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR REALIGNMENT OF FORCES AT OR 
CLOSURE OF UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA. 
 

No amounts authorized to be appropriated or otherwise made available may be used— 
(1) to close or abandon United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; 
(2) to relinquish control of Guantanamo Bay to the Republic of Cuba; or 
(3) to implement a material modification to the Treaty Between the United States 
of America and Cuba signed at Washington, DC, on May 29, 1934, that 
constructively closes United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2333 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

Mr. Blunt (for himself, Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Gillibrand, and Mr. Rubio) introduced the following 
bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to provide for certain behavioral health treatment under 
TRICARE for children and adults with developmental disabilities. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION 1. BEHAVIORAL HEALTH TREATMENT OF DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISABILITIES UNDER THE TRICARE PROGRAM. 
 

(a) Behavioral Health Treatment Of Developmental Disabilities Under Tricare.—Section 
1077 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

“(g) (1) Subject to paragraph (4), in providing health care under subsection (a), 
the treatment of developmental disabilities (as defined by section 102(8) of the 
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 
15002(8))), including autism spectrum disorder, shall include behavioral health 
treatment, including applied behavior analysis, when prescribed by a physician or 
psychologist. 
“(2) In carrying out this subsection, the Secretary shall ensure that— 

“(A) except as provided by subparagraph (B), behavioral health 
treatment is provided pursuant to this subsection— 

“(i) in the case of such treatment provided in a State that requires 
licensing or certification of applied behavioral analysts by State 
law, by an individual who is licensed or certified to practice 
applied behavioral analysis in accordance with the laws of the 
State; or 
“(ii) in the case of such treatment provided in a State other than a 
State described in clause (i), by an individual who is licensed or 
certified by a State or accredited national certification board; and 

“(B) applied behavior analysis or other behavioral health treatment may 
be provided by an employee, contractor, or trainee of a person described 
in subparagraph (A) if the employee, contractor, or trainee meets 
minimum qualifications, training, and supervision requirements as set 
forth in applicable State law, by an appropriate accredited national 
certification board, or by the Secretary. 

“(3) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as limiting or otherwise 
affecting the benefits provided to a covered beneficiary under— 

“(A) this chapter; 
“(B) title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.); or 
“(C) any other law. 
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“(4) (A) Treatment may be provided under this subsection in a fiscal year only to 
the extent that amounts are provided in advance in appropriations Acts for the 
provision of such treatment for such fiscal year in the Defense Dependents 
Developmental Disabilities Account. 
“(B) Funds for treatment under this subsection may be derived only from the 
Defense Dependents Developmental Disabilities Account.”. 

(b) Defense Dependents Developmental Disabilities Account.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—There is hereby established on the books of the 
Treasury an account to be known as the “Defense Dependents 
Developmental Disabilities Account” (in this subsection referred to as 
the “Account”). 
(B) SEPARATE ACCOUNT.—The Account shall be a separate account 
for the Department of Defense, and shall not be a subaccount within the 
Defense Health Program account of the Department. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The Account shall consist of amounts authorized to be 
appropriated or transferred to the Account. 
(3) EXCLUDED SOURCES OF ELEMENTS.—Amounts in the Account may 
not be derived from transfers from the following: 

(A) The Department of Defense Medicare-Eligible Retiree Health Care 
Fund under chapter 56 of title 10, United States Code. 
(B) The Coast Guard Retired Pay Account. 
(C) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Operations, 
Research, and Facilities Account. 
(D) The Public Health Service Retirement Pay and Medical Benefits for 
Commissioned Officers Account. 

(4) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts in the Account shall be available for the 
treatment of developmental disabilities in covered beneficiaries pursuant to 
subsection (g) of section 1077 of title 10, United States Code (as added by 
subsection (a)). Amounts in the Account shall be so available until expended. 
(5) FUNDING.— 

(A) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is hereby 
authorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 2015 for the Department of 
Defense for the Defense Dependents Developmental Disabilities 
Account, $20,000,000. 
(B) TRANSFER FOR CONTINUATION OF EXISTING SERVICES.—
From amounts authorized to be appropriated for the Department of 
Defense for the Defense Health Program for fiscal year 2015, the 
Secretary of Defense shall transfer to the Defense Dependents 
Developmental Disabilities Account $250,000,000. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 646 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. Portman (for himself and Mr. Heinrich) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to provide an individual with a mental health screening 
before the individual enlists in the Armed Forces or is commissioned as an officer in the Armed 
Forces, and for other purposes. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION 1. PRELIMINARY MENTAL HEALTH SCREENINGS FOR INDIVIDUALS 
BECOMING MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES. 
 

(a) In General.—Chapter 31 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the 
end the following new section: 

“§ 520d. Preliminary mental health screenings 
“(a) Provision Of Mental Health Screening.—Before any individual 
enlists in an armed force or is commissioned as an officer in an armed 
force, the Secretary concerned shall provide the individual with a mental 
health screening. 
“(b) Use Of Screening.—(1) The Secretary shall use the results of a 
mental screening conducted under subsection (a) as a baseline for any 
subsequent mental health examinations of the individual, including such 
examinations provided under sections 1074f and 1074m of this title. 

“(2) The Secretary may not consider the results of a mental 
health screening conducted under subsection (a) in determining 
the promotion of a member of the armed forces. 

“(c) Application Of Privacy Laws.—With respect to applicable laws and 
regulations relating to the privacy of information, the Secretary shall 
treat a mental health screening conducted under subsection (a) in the 
same manner as the medical records of a member of the armed forces.”. 

(b) Clerical Amendment.—The table of sections at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by adding after the item relating to section 520c the following new item: 

 
“520d. Preliminary mental health screenings.”. 

(c) Reports.— 
(1) INITIAL REPORT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the National Institute of Mental Health of the 
National Institutes of Health shall submit to Congress and the Secretary 
of Defense a report on preliminary mental health screenings of members 
of the Armed Forces. 
(B) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under subparagraph (A) shall 
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include the following: 
(i) Recommendations with respect to establishing a preliminary 
mental health screening of members of the Armed Forces to 
bring mental health screenings to parity with physical screenings 
of members. 
(ii) Recommendations with respect to the composition of the 
mental health screening, evidenced-based best practices, and 
how to track changes in mental health screenings relating to 
traumatic brain injuries, post-traumatic stress disorder, and other 
conditions. 

(C) COORDINATION.—The National Institute of Mental Health shall 
carry out subparagraph (A) in coordination with the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the 
surgeons general of the military departments, and other relevant experts. 

(2) REPORTS ON EFFICACY OF SCREENINGS.— 
(A) SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—Not later than one year after the 
date on which the Secretary of Defense begins providing preliminary 
mental health screenings under section 520d(a) of title 10, United States 
Code, as added by subsection (a), the Secretary shall submit to Congress 
a report on the efficacy of such preliminary mental health screenings. 
(B) COMPTROLLER GENERAL.—Not later than one year after the 
submittal of the report under subparagraph (A), the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall submit to Congress a report on the efficacy of 
the preliminary mental health screenings described in such subparagraph. 
(C) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The reports required by subparagraphs 
(A) and (B) shall include the following: 

(i) An evaluation of the evidence-based best practices used by 
the Secretary in composing and conducting preliminary mental 
health screenings of members of the Armed Forces under such 
section 520d(a). 
(ii) An evaluation of the evidence-based best practices used by 
the Secretary in tracking changes in mental health screenings 
relating to traumatic brain injuries, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, and other conditions among members of the Armed 
Forces. 

(d) Implementation Of Preliminary Mental Health Screening.—The Secretary of Defense 
may not provide a preliminary mental health screening under section 520d(a) of title 10, 
United States Code, as added by subsection (a), until the Secretary receives and evaluates 
the initial report required by subsection (c)(1). 

 
SEC. 2. REPORT ON EFFICACY OF PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS FOR CERTAIN 

MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES UPON SEPARATION FROM ACTIVE 
DUTY. 

 
(a) In General.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Defense shall submit to Congress a report on the efficacy of the mental health 
components of the physical examinations provided under paragraph (5) of section 1145(a) 
of title 10, United States Code, to members of the Armed Forces who are separated from 
active duty as described in paragraph (2) of such section. 
(b) Evaluation Of Effectiveness.—The report required by subsection (a) shall include an 
evaluation of the effectiveness of the physical examinations described in such subsection 
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in— 
(1) identifying members of the Armed Forces with traumatic brain injury, post-
traumatic stress disorder, and other mental health conditions; and 
(2) ensuring that health care is provided for such members. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 
S. RES. 257 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 
Mrs. Fischer (for herself, Ms. Mikulski, Ms. Ayotte, Ms. Baldwin, Mrs. Boxer, Mrs. Capito, Mrs. 
Ernst, Mrs. Feinstein, Ms. Collins, Mrs. Gillibrand, Ms. Heitkamp, Ms. Hirono, Mrs. McCaskill, 
Ms. Murkowski, Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Shaheen, Ms. Stabenow, Ms. Warren, Mr. Perdue, Mr. 
Murphy, Mr. Kirk, Mr. Tester, Mr. Flake, Mr. Reed, Mr. Donnelly, Mr. Grassley, Mr. 
Blumenthal, Mr. Isakson, Mr. Warner, Mr. Leahy, Mr. Franken, Ms. Cantwell, Mr. Rubio, Mr. 
Heinrich, Ms. Klobuchar, Mr. Coons, Mr. Thune, Mr. Merkley, and Mr. Gardner) submitted the 
following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
Congratulating Captain Kristen Griest and First Lieutenant Shaye Haver on their graduation from 
Ranger School. 
• Whereas United States Army Rangers “Lead the Way!” and have played a decisive role in 

military engagements since before the Revolutionary War; 
• Whereas Ranger School prepares members of the Armed Forces to serve as leaders and 

members of elite combat forces tasked with dismounted infantry, airborne, airmobile, 
amphibious, and independent squad and platoon-size operations; 

• Whereas Ranger School is one of the toughest training courses for which a member can 
volunteer, with three phases testing a member’s ability to patrol, navigate, mountaineer, 
and execute combat arms functional skills; 

• Whereas students in Ranger School train to exhaustion, pushing the limits of their minds and 
bodies; 

• Whereas although many members apply to Ranger School, fewer than 45 percent, on average, 
possess the mental and physical toughness required to earn the highly coveted Ranger tab 
signifying graduation from the School; 

• Whereas Captain Kristen Griest and First Lieutenant Shaye Haver braved the rigors of Ranger 
School, becoming the first women to successfully earn the Ranger tab; 

• Whereas they stood shoulder-to-shoulder with their fellow members, carrying their own weight 
and, at times, the weight of others; 

• Whereas their personal courage, sacrifices, and extraordinary leadership skills establish them 
as role models for women and men alike, proving that skill, not gender, determines 
military aptitude and success; and 

• Whereas, as graduates of the United States Military Academy, they exemplify the time-
honored creed of “Duty, Honor, Country”, and will continue to shape the future of our 
military and the Rangers in the years to come: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors and recognizes the patriotism and historic contributions to the United 
States by Captain Kristen Griest and First Lieutenant Shaye Haver; 
(2) commends their character, courage, and tenacity as the first women to earn the 
Ranger tab signifying graduation from Ranger School; 
(3) recognizes that our military and our country are more battle ready as a result of 
their accomplishments; 
(4) celebrates their service as they continue to “Lead the Way!” as our Nation’s 
newest United States Army Rangers; and 
(5) congratulates them for their inspiring and groundbreaking accomplishments.  
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2559 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. Cotton (for himself, Ms. Ayotte, and Mr. Burr) introduced the following bill; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

 
To prohibit the modification, termination, abandonment, or transfer of the lease by which the 
United States acquired the land and waters containing Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. PROHIBITION ON MODIFICATION, TERMINATION, 
ABANDONMENT, OR TRANSFER OF LEASE, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA. 
 

(a) Prohibition.—The President may not modify, terminate, abandon, or transfer the lease 
with the Government of Cuba by which the United States acquired 45-square miles of 
land and waters that currently contain Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, unless— 

(1) the President notifies Congress of the proposed modification, termination, 
abandonment, or transfer of the lease; and 
(2) after such notification, Congress enacts a law authorizing that modification, 
termination, abandonment, or transfer. 

(b) No New Grant Of Authority.—Nothing in subsection (a) shall be construed to grant 
the President any authority regarding the lease described in such subsection that does not 
already exist before the date of the enactment of this Act. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S. 307 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

Mrs. Ernst (for herself, Mr. Coons, Mrs. Gillibrand, and Mrs. Fischer) introduced the following 
bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To enhance the database of emergency response capabilities of the Department of Defense. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION. 2. ENHANCEMENT OF DATABASE OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
CAPABILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 
 
(a) Deadline For Implementation Of Database.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1406 of the John Warner National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law 109–364; 120 Stat. 2436; 10 U.S.C. 113 note) is 
amended by striking “The Secretary of Defense shall maintain” and inserting the 
following: 

“(a) In General.—Commencing not later than one year after the date of the enactment of the 
Department of Defense Emergency Response Capabilities Database Enhancement Act of 2017, 
the Secretary of Defense shall establish and maintain”. 

(2) USE OF EXISTING DATABASE OR SYSTEM.—The Secretary of Defense may 
meet the requirement in the amendment made by paragraph (1) through use or 
modification of a current database or tracking system of the Department of Defense if the 
Secretary determines that such action will— 

(A) expedite compliance with the requirement in that amendment; and 
(B) achieve such compliance at a cost not greater than the cost of establishing 
anew the database covered by the requirement in that amendment. 

(b) Information Required In Database.—Subsection (a) of such section, as designated by 
subsection (a)(1) of this section, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking “each State's National Guard, as reported by the States” and 
inserting “the National Guard of each State and Territory, as reported by the 
States and Territories”; and 
(B) by striking “home States” and inserting “home States and Territories”; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new paragraphs: 
“(3) Cyber capabilities of the National Guard that are identified by the Department as 
important to national security and for response to domestic natural or manmade disasters. 
“(4) Cyber capabilities of the other reserve components of the Armed Forces that are 
identified by the Department as important to national security.”. 

(c) Information Required To Keep Database Current.—Such section is further amended by 
adding at the end the following new subsection: 

“(b) Information Required To Keep Database Current.—In implementing and 
maintaining the database required by subsection (a), the Secretary shall identify and 
revise the information required to be included in the database at least once every two 
years for purposes of keeping the database current.”. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S. 3019 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. Strange introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To require the Secretary of Defense to implement processes and procedures to provide expedited 
evaluation and treatment for prenatal surgery under the TRICARE program. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION. 1. EXPEDITED EVALUATION AND TREATMENT FOR PRENATAL 
SURGERY UNDER THE TRICARE PROGRAM. 
 

(a) In General.—The Secretary of Defense shall implement processes and procedures to 
ensure that a covered beneficiary under the TRICARE program whose pregnancy is 
complicated with a fetal anomaly or suspected of being complicated with a fetal anomaly 
receives, in an expedited manner and at the discretion of the covered beneficiary, 
evaluation and treatment from a perinatal or pediatric specialist capable of providing 
surgical management and intervention in utero. 
(b) Definitions.—In this section, the terms “covered beneficiary” and “TRICARE 
program” have the meanings given those terms in section 1072 of title 10, United States 
Code. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3511 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MR. REED introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To require the Secretary of Defense to expand the Secretarial Designee Program of the 
Department of Defense to include victims of acts of terror. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. PROVISION OF HEALTH CARE UNDER SECRETARIAL DESIGNEE 
PROGRAM OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FOR TRAUMATIC INJURIES 
SUFFERED BY VICTIMS OF TERRORISM. 

(a) EXPANSION OF SECRETARIAL DESIGNEE PROGRAM OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.— 

(1) EXPANSION OF PROGRAM.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall expand eligibility for the 
Secretarial Designee Program of the Department of Defense conducted under 
section 1074(c) of title 10, United States Code, to include the provision of health 
care at military treatment facilities for— 

(i) victims of acts of terror that occur in the United States; and 

(ii) residents of the United States who are victims of acts of terror outside 
the United States. 

(B) ELIGIBILITY STATUS.—Individuals who become eligible for the 
Secretarial Designee Program pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall remain eligible 
for such program on a space available and fully reimbursable basis in accordance 
with the policy of the Department of Defense governing such program in effect 
as of the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(C) EXPEDITED STATUS.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may provide expedited eligibility for the 
Secretarial Designee Program pursuant to subparagraph (A) if the Secretary 
determines that the injuries of the individual are severe enough to warrant 
such expedited eligibility. 
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(ii) EVALUATION.—In making a determination under clause (i), the 
Secretary shall evaluate victims described in clause (i) or (ii) of 
subparagraph (A) who require critical care. 

(D) RELEASE TO PRIVATE SECTOR HEALTH CARE PROVIDER.—The 
Secretary may not release an individual who is receiving care under the 
Secretarial Designee Program pursuant to subparagraph (A) to a health care 
provider in the private sector until a comprehensive treatment plan is 
communicated to the individual and the health care provider. 

(2) PROCEDURES AFTER ACTS OF TERROR.—Not later than 270 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Homeland Security and the heads of such other Federal agencies as 
the Secretary of Defense considers appropriate, establish procedures to implement 
paragraph (1), which shall include the following: 

(A) Procedures for the conduct of timely outreach and communication to local 
medical facilities after an act of terror in the United States. 

(B) Procedures to promptly contact, coordinate, and provide medical expertise to 
local medical facilities that are treating victims of an act of terror that caused 
blast related injuries and other serious injuries. 

(C) Procedures for the provision of medical evaluations for victims of an act of 
terror who were exposed to blast and other types of injuries. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 250 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. NELSON (for himself, Ms. HASSAN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. HIRONO, and Ms. CANTWELL) 
introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed 
Services 

 
A BILL 

To prohibit any hiring freeze from affecting any Department of Defense position at, or in support 
of, a public shipyard. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON HIRING FREEZE FROM AFFECTING 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PUBLIC SHIPYARD POSITIONS. 

The memorandum titled “Presidential Memorandum Regarding the Hiring Freeze” 
published on January 23, 2017, or any other substantially similar memorandum, Executive 
order, or other action by the President to prevent a department or agency of the Federal 
Government from filling vacant Federal civilian employee positions or creating new such 
positions, shall have no force or effect with respect to any Department of Defense civilian 
position under which an employee performs a Department of Defense function at a public 
shipyard or a Department of Defense function that directly supports a public shipyard. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2870 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself and Mrs. ERNST) introduced the following bill; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to prevent retaliation in the military, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. PUNITIVE ARTICLE ON RETALIATION UNDER THE UNIFORM CODE 
OF MILITARY JUSTICE. 

(a) PUNITIVE ARTICLE.—Subchapter X of chapter 47 of title 10, United States Code (the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice), is amended by inserting after section 133 (article 133) 
the following new section (article): 

“§ 933a. Art. 133a. Retaliation 

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person subject to this chapter who, with the intent to retaliate 
against any person for reporting or planning to report a criminal offense, or making or 
planning to make a protected communication, or with the intent to discourage any person 
from reporting a criminal offense or making a protected communication— 

“(1) wrongfully takes or threatens to take an adverse personnel action against any 
person; or 

“(2) wrongfully withholds or threatens to withhold a favorable personnel action with 
respect to any person; shall be punished as a court-martial may direct. 

 
SEC. 2. REPORT TO COMPLAINANTS OF RESOLUTION OF INVESTIGATIONS 
INTO RETALIATION. 

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, the 
results of an investigation by an office, element, or personnel of the Department of 
Defense or the Armed Forces of a complaint by a member of the Armed Forces of 
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retaliation shall be reported to the member, including whether the complaint was 
substantiated, unsubstantiated, or dismissed. 

(2) MEMBERS OF COAST GUARD.—The Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
provide in a similar manner for reports on the results of investigations by offices, 
elements, or personnel of the Department of Homeland Security or the Coast Guard of 
such complaints made by members of the Coast Guard when it is not operating as a 
service in the Navy. 

SEC. 3. TRAINING FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PERSONNEL ON SEXUAL 
ASSAULT TRAUMA IN INDIVIDUALS CLAIMING RETALIATION IN CONNECTION 
WITH REPORTS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT IN THE ARMED FORCES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that the personnel of the 
Department of Defense specified in subsection (b) who investigate claims of retaliation in 
connection with reports of sexual assault in the Armed Forces receive training on the nature 
and consequences of sexual assault trauma. The training shall include such elements as the 
Secretary shall specify for purposes of this section. 

(b) PERSONNEL.—The personnel of the Department of Defense specified in this subsection 
are the following: 

(1) Personnel of military criminal investigation services. 

(2) Personnel of Inspectors General offices. 

(3) Personnel of any command of the Armed Forces who are assignable by the 
commander of such command to investigate claims of retaliation made by or against 
members of such command. 

(c) RETALIATION DEFINED.—In this section, the term “retaliation” has the meaning given 
the term by the Secretary of Defense in the strategy required by section 539 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law 114–92; 129 Stat. 818) or a 
subsequent meaning specified by the Secretary. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 66 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr. HELLER) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to permit certain retired members of the uniformed 
services who have a service-connected disability to receive both disability compensation from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either retired pay by reason of their years 
of military service or Combat-Related Special Compensation, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. ELIGIBILITY FOR PAYMENT OF BOTH RETIRED PAY AND 
VETERANS’ DISABILITY COMPENSATION FOR CERTAIN MILITARY RETIREES 
WITH COMPENSABLE SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITIES. 

(a) EXTENSION OF CONCURRENT RECEIPT AUTHORITY TO RETIREES WITH SERVICE-
CONNECTED DISABILITIES RATED LESS THAN 50 PERCENT.—Section 1414 of title 10, 
United States Code, is amended by striking paragraph (2) of subsection (a). 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.— 

(1) The heading of section 1414 of such title is amended to read as follows: 

“§ 1414. Members eligible for retired pay who are also eligible for veterans’ disability 
compensation: Concurrent payment of retired pay and disability compensation”. 

(2) The item relating to such section in the table of sections at the beginning of chapter 
71 of such title is amended to read as follows:  

“1414. Members eligible for retired pay who are also eligible for veterans’ 
disability compensation: Concurrent payment of retired pay and disability 
compensation.”. 
 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this section shall take effect on January 1, 
2018, and shall apply to payments for months beginning on or after that date. 

SEC. 2. COORDINATION OF SERVICE ELIGIBILITY FOR COMBAT-RELATED 
SPECIAL COMPENSATION AND CONCURRENT RECEIPT. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO STANDARDIZE SIMILAR PROVISIONS.— 



Armed Services Committee 
	

24 

(1) QUALIFIED RETIREES.—Subsection (a) of section 1414 of title 10, United 
States Code, as amended by section 2(a), is amended— 

(A) by striking “a member or” and all that follows through “retiree’)” and 
inserting “a qualified retiree”; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 

“(2) QUALIFIED RETIREES.—For purposes of this section, a qualified retiree, with 
respect to any month, is a member or former member of the uniformed services who— 

“(A) is entitled to retired pay (other than by reason of section 12731b of this 
title); and 

“(B) is also entitled for that month to veterans’ disability compensation.”. 

(2) DISABILITY RETIREES.—Paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of section 1414 of 
such title is amended to read as follows: 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this section shall take effect on January 1, 
2018, and shall apply to payments for months beginning on or after that date. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3396 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. GILLIBRAND introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To require an Air Force report on perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonates 
(PFOS) contamination at certain military installations and require reparation for identified 
contaminated sites and affected areas. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. AIR FORCE REPORT ON PERFLUOROOCTANOIC ACID (PFOA) AND 
PERFLUOROOCTANE SULFONATES (PFOS) CONTAMINATION AT CERTAIN 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. 

 (a) REPORT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Air Force, in collaboration with the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, shall submit to Congress a report on 
perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonates (PFOS) contamination 
at Stewart Air National Guard Base, Newburgh, Plattsburgh, Hoosick Falls, and 
Petersburgh, New York, and any other sites the Secretary determines appropriate. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under paragraph (1) shall include the following 
elements: 

(A) An accelerated timeline and status on the inspection and cleanup at Stewart 
Air National Guard Base, Newburgh, Plattsburgh, Hoosick Falls, and 
Petersburgh, New York. 

(B) An update on the Air Force’s efforts to identify and notify everyone 
potentially affected or impacted by the contamination. 

(C) An assessment of the Air Force’s role, if any, in the new contaminations. 

(D) A summary of the Air Force’s support, where appropriate, for the EPA with 
respect to the latest contaminations. 
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(E) A detailed proposal mandating the financial compensation and 
reimbursement for cleanup, water accessibility interim programs, and water 
source filtration initiatives in the event the Air Force is responsible for the 
contamination pursuant to the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 
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115TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 
S. 307 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mr. COONS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mrs. FISCHER) introduced the 
following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To enhance the database of emergency response capabilities of the Department of Defense. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. ENHANCEMENT OF DATABASE OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
CAPABILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

(a) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF DATABASE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1406 of the John Warner National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law 109–364; 120 Stat. 2436; 10 U.S.C. 113 note) is 
amended by striking “The Secretary of Defense shall maintain” and inserting the 
following: 

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Commencing not later than one year after the date of the enactment of 
the Department of Defense Emergency Response Capabilities Database Enhancement Act 
of 2017, the Secretary of Defense shall establish and maintain”. 

(2) USE OF EXISTING DATABASE OR SYSTEM.—The Secretary of Defense may 
meet the requirement in the amendment made by paragraph (1) through use or 
modification of a current database or tracking system of the Department of Defense if 
the Secretary determines that such action will— 

(A) expedite compliance with the requirement in that amendment; and 

(B) achieve such compliance at a cost not greater than the cost of establishing 
anew the database covered by the requirement in that amendment. 

(b) INFORMATION REQUIRED IN DATABASE.—Subsection (a) of such section, as designated 
by subsection (a)(1) of this section, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
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(A) by striking “each State's National Guard, as reported by the States” and 
inserting “the National Guard of each State and Territory, as reported by the 
States and Territories”; and 

(B) by striking “home States” and inserting “home States and Territories”; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new paragraphs: 

“(3) Cyber capabilities of the National Guard that are identified by the Department as 
important to national security and for response to domestic natural or manmade 
disasters. 

“(4) Cyber capabilities of the other reserve components of the Armed Forces that are 
identified by the Department as important to national security.”. 

(c) INFORMATION REQUIRED TO KEEP DATABASE CURRENT.—Such section is further 
amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 

“(b) INFORMATION REQUIRED TO KEEP DATABASE CURRENT.—In implementing and 
maintaining the database required by subsection (a), the Secretary shall identify and revise 
the information required to be included in the database at least once every two years for 
purposes of keeping the database current.”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3064 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. DONNELLY introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To provide for the award of medals or other commendations to handlers of military working dogs 
and military working dogs, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. AWARD OF MEDALS OR OTHER COMMENDATIONS TO HANDLERS 
OF MILITARY WORKING DOGS AND MILITARY WORKING DOGS. 

(a) PROGRAM OF AWARD REQUIRED.—Each Secretary of a military department shall carry 
out a program to provide for the award of one or more medals or other commendations to 
handlers of military working dogs, and to military working dogs, under the jurisdiction of 
such Secretary to recognize valor or meritorious achievement by such handlers and dogs. 

(b) MEDAL AND COMMENDATIONS.—Any medal or commendation awarded pursuant to a 
program under subsection (a) shall be of such design, and include such elements, as the 
Secretary of the military department concerned shall specify. 

(c) REGULATIONS.—Medals and commendations shall be awarded under programs under 
subsection (a) in accordance with regulations prescribed by the Secretary of Defense for 
purposes of this section. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2778 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr. INHOFE) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to provide for the rapid acquisition of directed energy 
weapons systems by the Department of Defense, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. INCLUSION OF DIRECTED ENERGY WEAPON SYSTEM PROGRAMS 
IN THE RAPID ACQUISITION AUTHORITY PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 806(c)(1) of the Bob Stump National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107–314; 10 U.S.C. 2302 note) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subparagraph: 

“(D)(i) In the case of any supplies and associated support services that, as determined 
in writing by the Secretary of Defense without delegation, are urgently needed to 
eliminate a deficiency in directed energy weapon systems, the Secretary may use the 
procedures developed under this section in order to accomplish the rapid acquisition 
and deployment of needed offensive or defensive directed energy weapon systems 
capabilities, supplies, and associated support services. 

“(ii) For the purposes of directed energy weapon systems acquisition, the Secretary of 
Defense shall consider use of the following procedures: 

“(I) The rapid acquisition authority provided under this section. 

“(II) Use of other transactions authority provided under section 2371 of title 10, 
United States Code. 

“(III) The acquisition of commercial items using simplified acquisition 
procedures. 

“(IV) The authority for procurement for experimental purposes provided under 
section 2373 of title 10, United States Code. 
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“(iii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘directed energy weapon system’ means military 
action involving the use of directed energy to incapacitate, damage, or destroy enemy 
equipment, facilities, or personnel.”. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 2373 of title 10, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking “and aeronautical supplies” and inserting “, 
aeronautical supplies, and directed energy weapon systems”; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new subsection: 

“(c) DIRECTED ENERGY WEAPON SYSTEM DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘directed 
energy weapon system’ means military action involving the use of directed energy to 
incapacitate, damage, or destroy enemy equipment, facilities, or personnel.”. 

SEC. 2. JOINT DIRECTED ENERGY PROGRAM OFFICE. 

(a) REDESIGNATION.—The High Energy Laser Joint Technology Office of the Department 
of Defense is hereby redesignated as the “Joint Directed Energy Program Office” (in this 
section referred to as the “Office”). 

(b) STRATEGIC PLAN FOR DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSITION OF DIRECTED ENERGY 
WEAPONS CAPABILITIES TOWARD FIELDING.—In addition to the functions and duties of the 
Office in effect on the day before the date of the enactment of this Act, the Office shall 
develop a strategic plan for development and transition of directed energy weapons 
capabilities toward fielding for the Department, in which the Office may define 
requirements for directed energy capabilities that address the highest priority warfighting 
capability gaps of the Department. 

(c) ACCELERATION OF DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSITION OF DIRECTED ENERGY WEAPONS 
CAPABILITIES TOWARD FIELDING.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—To the degree practicable, the Office shall use the policies of the 
Department that are revised pursuant to this Act and new acquisition and management 
practices established pursuant to this Act to accelerate the development and transition 
of directed energy capabilities toward fielding. 

(2) ENGAGEMENT.—The Secretary shall ensure that use of policies and practices 
described in paragraph (1) include engagement with defense and private industries, 
research universities, and unaffiliated, nonprofit research institutions. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3033 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. KING introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To provide for an Atomic Veterans Service Medal. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. ATOMIC VETERANS SERVICE MEDAL. 

(a) SERVICE MEDAL REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Defense shall design and produce a 
military service medal, to be known as the “Atomic Veterans Service Medal”, to honor 
retired and former members of the Armed Forces who are radiation-exposed veterans (as 
such term is defined in section 1112(c)(3) of title 38, United States Code). 

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF MEDAL.— 

(1) ISSUANCE TO RETIRED AND FORMER MEMBERS.—At the request of a 
radiation-exposed veteran, the Secretary of Defense shall issue the Atomic Veterans 
Service Medal to the veteran. 

(2) ISSUANCE TO NEXT-OF-KIN.—In the case of a radiation-exposed veteran who 
is deceased, the Secretary may provide for issuance of the Atomic Veterans Service 
Medal to the next-of-kin of the person. 

(3) APPLICATION.—The Secretary shall prepare and disseminate as appropriate an 
application by which radiation-exposed veterans and their next-of-kin may apply to 
receive the Atomic Veterans Service Medal. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 1766 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. UDALL, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. BENNET, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. FRANKEN, and Mr. BOOKER) 
introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed 
Services 

 
A BILL 

To direct the Secretary of Defense to review the discharge characterization of former members of 
the Armed Forces who were discharged by reason of the sexual orientation of the member, and 
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. REVIEW OF DISCHARGE CHARACTERIZATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with this section, the appropriate discharge boards— 

(1) shall review the discharge characterization of covered members at the request of 
the covered member; and 

(2) if such characterization is any characterization except honorable, may change such 
characterization to honorable. 

(b) CRITERIA.—In changing the discharge characterization of a covered member to 
honorable under subsection (a)(2), the Secretary of Defense shall ensure that such changes 
are carried out consistently and uniformly across the military departments using the 
following criteria: 

(1) The original discharge must be based on Don’t Ask Don’t Tell (in this Act referred 
to as “DADT”) or a similar policy in place prior to the enactment of DADT. 

(2) Such discharge characterization shall be so changed if, with respect to the original 
discharge, there were no aggravating circumstances, such as misconduct, that would 
have independently led to a discharge characterization that was any characterization 
except honorable. For purposes of this paragraph, such aggravating circumstances may 
not include— 
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(A) an offense under section 925 of title 10, United States Code (article 125 of 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice), committed by a covered member against a 
person of the same sex with the consent of such person; or 

(B) statements, consensual sexual conduct, or consensual acts relating to sexual 
orientation or identity, or the disclosure of such statements, conduct, or acts, that 
were prohibited at the time of discharge but after the date of such discharge 
became permitted. 

(3) When requesting a review, a covered member, or the member's representative, 
shall be required to provide either— 

(A) documents consisting of— 

(i) a copy of the DD–214 form of the member; 

(ii) a personal affidavit of the circumstances surrounding the discharge; and 

(iii) any relevant records pertaining to the discharge; or 

(B) an affidavit certifying that the member, or the member's representative, does 
not have the documents specified in subparagraph (A). 

(4) If a covered member provides an affidavit described in subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (3)— 

(A) the appropriate discharge board shall make every effort to locate the 
documents specified in subparagraph (A) of such paragraph within the records of 
the Department of Defense; and 

(B) the absence of such documents may not be considered a reason to deny a 
change of the discharge characterization under subsection (a)(2). 

(c) CHANGE OF CHARACTERIZATION.—The appropriate discharge board shall change the 
discharge characterization of a covered member to honorable if such change is determined 
to be appropriate after a review is conducted under subsection (d) pursuant to the criteria 
under subsection (b). A covered member, or the member's representative, may appeal a 
decision by the appropriate discharge board to not change the discharge characterization by 
using the regular appeals process of the board. 

(f) CHANGE OF RECORDS.—For each covered member whose discharge characterization is  
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SEC. 2. HISTORICAL REVIEW. 

The Secretary of each military department shall ensure that oral historians of the 
department— 

(1) review the facts and circumstances surrounding the estimated 100,000 members of 
the Armed Forces discharged from the Armed Forces between World War II and 
September 2011 because of the sexual orientation of the member; and 

(2) receive oral testimony of individuals who personally experienced discrimination 
and discharge because of the actual or perceived sexual orientation of the individual so 
that such testimony may serve as an official record of these discriminatory policies and 
their impact on American lives. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3894 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. PETERS introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services 

 
A BILL  

To amend title 10, United States Code, to require the prompt notification of State Child Protective 
Services by military and civilian personnel of the Department of Defense required by law to 
report suspected instances of child abuse and neglect. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. EXPEDITED REPORTING OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT TO 
STATE CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES. 

(a) REPORTING BY MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
DEFENSE.—Section 1787 of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (a) and (b) as subsections (c) and (d), respectively; 
and 

(2) by inserting before subsection (c), as so redesignated, the following new 
subsections: 

“(a) REPORTING BY MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL.—A member of the armed 
forces, civilian employee of the Department of Defense, or contractor employee working on 
a military installation who is mandated by Federal regulation or State law to report known 
or suspected instances of child abuse and neglect shall provide the report directly to State 
Child Protective Services or another appropriate State agency in addition to the member’s or 
employee’s chain of command or any designated Department point of contact. 

“(b) TRAINING FOR MANDATED REPORTERS.—The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that 
individuals referred to in subsection (a) who are mandated by State law to report known or 
suspected instances of child abuse and neglect receive appropriate training, in accordance 
with State guidelines, intended to improve their— 

“(1) ability to recognize evidence of child abuse and neglect; and 

“(2) understanding of the mandatory reporting requirements imposed by law.”. 
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(b) CONFORMING AND CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—Section 1787 of title 10, United States 
Code, is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (c), as redesignated by subsection (a)(1), by striking “IN GENERAL.” 
and inserting “REPORTING BY STATES.—”; and 

(2) in subsection (d), as redesignated by subsection (a)(1)— 

(A) by striking “(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term” and inserting the 
following: 

“(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

“(1) The term”; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 

“(2) The term ‘State’ includes the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, the Virgin Islands, 
American Samoa, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, and the Republic of Palau.”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 1386 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Mr. SULLIVAN) introduced the following 
bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

To provide multiyear procurement authority for the procurement of up to six polar icebreakers to 
be owned and operated by the Coast Guard. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR POLAR 
ICEBREAKERS. 

(a) MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT.—Subject to section 2306b of title 10, United States Code, 
the Secretary of the Navy shall enter into multiyear contracts for the procurement of up to 
six heavy duty polar icebreakers and any systems and equipment associated with those 
vessels. 

(b) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The Secretary may enter into one or more 
contracts, beginning in fiscal year 2016, for advance procurement associated with the 
vessels, systems, and equipment for which authorization to enter into a multiyear contract is 
provided under subsection (a). 

(c) CONDITION FOR OUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAYMENTS.—A contract entered into under 
subsection (a) shall provide that any obligation of the United States to make a payment 
under the contract for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2016 is subject to the availability of 
appropriations or funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year. 

(d) MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of the Department in 
which the Coast Guard is operating shall enter into a memorandum of agreement 
establishing a process by which the Coast Guard, in concurrence with the Navy, shall— 

(1) identify the vessel specifications, capabilities, systems, equipment, and other 
details required for the design of heavy polar icebreakers capable of fulfilling Navy 
and Coast Guard mission requirements, with the Coast Guard, as the sole operator of 
United States Government polar icebreaking assets, retaining final decision authority 
in the establishment of vessel requirements; 

(2) oversee the construction of heavy polar icebreakers authorized to be procured 
under this section; and 
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(3) to the extent not adequately addressed in the 1965 Revised Memorandum of 
Agreement between the Department of the Navy and the Department of the Treasury 
on the Operation of Icebreakers, transfer heavy polar icebreakers procured through 
contracts authorized under this section from the Navy to the Coast Guard to be 
maintained and operated by the Coast Guard. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S. 992 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mrs. Shaheen (for herself and Mrs. Fischer) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

 
A BILL 

 
To provide for offices on sexual assault prevention and response under the Chiefs of Staff of the 
Armed Forces, to require reports on additional offices and selection of sexual assault prevention 
and response personnel, and for other purposes. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. OFFICES AND PERSONNEL FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION 
AND RESPONSE WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES. 
 
(a) Offices Under Chiefs Of Staff Of The Armed Forces Required.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each Chief of Staff of an Armed Force specified in paragraph (2) 
shall establish and maintain within the office of such Chief of Staff an office on the 
sexual assault prevention and response program carried out by such Armed Force. 
(2) CHIEFS OF STAFF.—The Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces specified in this 
paragraph are as follows: 

(A) The Chief of Staff of the Army. 
(B) The Chief of Naval Operations. 
(C) The Chief of Staff of the Air Force. 
(D) The Commandant of the Marine Corps. 

(3) HEAD.—The head of an office established under this subsection shall be selected by 
the Chief of Staff concerned from among members of the Armed Forces and civilian 
employees of the Department of Defense using the selection process used by the Chief of 
Staff to fill nominative billets. 
(4) SUPERVISION AND REPORTING.—The head of an office established under this 
subsection shall be subject to the direct supervision of, and shall report directly to, the 
Chief of Staff concerned regarding the activities of the office and the sexual assault 
prevention and response program or programs of the Armed Force concerned. 
(5) SELECTION OF SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION AND RESPONSE 
PERSONNEL THROUGH NOMINATIVE BILLET PROCESS.—The head of each 
office established under this subsection shall ensure that any individual, whether a 
member of the Armed Forces or a civilian employee of the Department of Defense, who 
is selected for assignment in such office to a position that includes responsibility for 
sexual assault prevention and response within the Armed Forces is selected for 
assignment using a selection process used to fill nominative billets. 

(b) Reports On Offices Under The Military Departments.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
each Secretary of a military department shall submit to the Committees on Armed 
Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report setting forth an 
assessment of the feasibility and advisability of establishing and maintaining within the 
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office of such Secretary an office on the sexual assault prevention and response program 
carried out by such military department. 
(2) ELEMENTS.—Each assessment under paragraph (1) shall assume the following with 
respect to the office covered by such assessment: 

(A) That the head of the office shall be selected by the Secretary of the military 
department concerned from among members of the Armed Forces and civilian 
employees of the Department of Defense using the selection process used by 
such Secretary to fill nominative billets. 
(B) That the head of the office shall be subject to the direct supervision of, and 
shall report directly to, the Secretary of the military department concerned 
regarding the activities of the office and the sexual assault prevention and 
response program or programs of the military department. 
(C) That the head of the office shall ensure that any individual, whether a 
member of the Armed Forces or a civilian employee of the Department of 
Defense, who is selected for assignment in such office to a position that includes 
responsibility for sexual assault prevention and response within the Armed 
Forces is selected for assignment using a selection process used to fill nominative 
billets. 

(c) Report On Selection Of Personnel For Positions Under Armed Forces Programs.—Not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, each Secretary of a military department 
shall submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives a report setting forth an assessment of the feasibility and advisability of selecting 
the members of the Armed Forces and other personnel to be assigned to positions under the 
jurisdiction of such Secretary that include responsibility for sexual assault prevention and 
response within the Armed Forces, including Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
Coordinators and Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Victim Advocates, through the 
selection process used by such military department to fill nominative billets.	
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115TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 
S. 2848 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. CRAPO) introduced the 
following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works

 
A BILL 

To provide for the conservation and development of water and related resources, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Army to construct various projects for improvements to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 

SECTION. 1046. STUDY ON THE PERFORMANCE OF INNOVATIVE MATERIALS. 

(a) DEFINITION OF INNOVATIVE MATERIAL.—In this section, the term “innovative 
material”, with respect to a water resources development project, includes high performance 
concrete formulations, geosynthetic materials, advanced alloys and metals, reinforced 
polymer composites, and any other material, as determined by the Secretary. 

(b) STUDY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall offer to enter into a contract with the 
Transportation Research Board of the National Academy of Sciences— 

(A) to develop a proposal to study the use and performance of innovative 
materials in water resources development projects carried out by the Corps of 
Engineers; and 

(B) after the opportunity for public comment provided in accordance with 
subsection (c), to carry out the study proposed under subparagraph (A). 

(2) CONTENTS.—The study under paragraph (1) shall identify— 

(A) the conditions that result in degradation of water resources infrastructure; 

(B) the capabilities of the innovative materials in reducing degradation; 

(C) barriers to the expanded successful use of innovative materials; 

(D) recommendations on including performance-based requirements for the 
incorporation of innovative materials into the Unified Facilities Guide 
Specifications; 

(E) recommendations on how greater use of innovative materials could increase 
performance of an asset of the Corps of Engineers in relation to extended service 
life; 
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(F) additional ways in which greater use of innovative materials could empower 
the Corps of Engineers to accomplish the goals of the Strategic Plan for Civil 
Works of the Corps of Engineers; and 

(G) recommendations on any further research needed to improve the capabilities 
of innovative materials in achieving extended service life and reduced 
maintenance costs in water resources development infrastructure. 

(c) PUBLIC COMMENT.—After developing the study proposal under subsection (b)(1)(A) 
and before carrying out the study under subsection (b)(1)(B), the Secretary shall provide an 
opportunity for public comment on the study proposal. 

(d) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the study under subsection (b)(1), the Secretary, at a 
minimum, shall consult with relevant experts on engineering, environmental, and industry 
considerations. 

(e) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report describing the results of the study required 
under subsection (b)(1). 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 80 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 
Mr. CRAPO (for himself and Mr. RISCH) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

To protect the right of individuals to bear arms at water resources development projects. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. PROTECTING THE RIGHT OF INDIVIDUALS TO BEAR ARMS AT 
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS. 

The Secretary of the Army shall not promulgate or enforce any regulation that prohibits an 
individual from possessing a firearm, including an assembled or functional firearm, in any 
area open to the public (other than a Federal facility as defined in section 930(g) of title 18, 
United States Code) at a water resources development project covered under section 327.0 
of title 36, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date of enactment of this Act), 
if— 

(1) the individual is not otherwise prohibited by law from possessing the firearm; and 

(2) the possession of the firearm is in compliance with the law of the State in which 
the water resources development project is located. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environment and Public Works Committee 4 

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. TESTER) introduced the following bill; 
which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works

 
A BILL 

To reduce Federal, State, and local costs of providing high-quality drinking water to millions of 
people in the United States residing in rural communities by facilitating greater use of cost-
effective alternative systems, including well water systems, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,  

SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS 

It is the sense of Congress that providing rural communities with the knowledge and 
resources necessary to fully use alternative drinking water systems, including wells and 
community well systems, can provide safe and affordable drinking water to millions of 
people in the United States. 

SEC. 2. DRINKING WATER TECHNOLOGY CLEARINGHOUSE. 

The Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall— 

(1) update existing programs of the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Department of Agriculture designed to provide drinking water technical assistance to 
include information on cost-effective, innovative, and alternative drinking water 
delivery systems, including systems that are supported by wells; and 

(2) disseminate information on the cost effectiveness of alternative drinking water 
delivery systems, including wells and well systems, to communities and not-for-profit 
organizations seeking Federal funding for drinking water systems serving 500 or fewer 
persons. 

SEC. 3. WATER SYSTEM ASSESSMENT. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in any application for a grant or loan from the 
Federal Government or a State that is using Federal assistance for a drinking water system 
serving 500 or fewer persons, a unit of local government or not-for-profit organization shall 
self-certify that the unit of local government or organization has considered, as an 
alternative drinking water supply, drinking water delivery systems sourced by publicly 
owned— 

(1) individual wells; 

115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S.1642 
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(2) shared wells; and 

(3) community wells. 

SEC. 4. REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

Not later than 3 years after the date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Secretary of Agriculture shall provide to 
Congress a report that describes— 

(1) the use of innovative and alternative drinking water systems described in this Act; 

(2) the range of cost savings for communities using innovative and alternative drinking 
water systems described in this Act; and 

(3) the use of drinking water technical assistance programs operated by the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 376 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. TOOMEY (for himself, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Mr. FLAKE, and Mr. ROBERTS) 
introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

To amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to require publication on the Internet of the basis 
for determinations that species are endangered species or threatened species, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. REQUIREMENT TO PUBLISH ON INTERNET BASIS FOR LISTINGS. 

Section 4(b) of the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1533(b)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

“(9) PUBLICATION ON INTERNET OF BASIS FOR LISTINGS.—The Secretary 
shall make publicly available on the Internet the best scientific and commercial data 
available that are the basis for each regulation, including each proposed regulation, 
promulgated under subsection (a)(1), except that, at the request of a Governor or 
legislature of a State, the Secretary shall not make available under this paragraph 
information regarding which the State has determined public disclosure is prohibited 
by a law of that State relating to the protection of personal information.”. 
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115th Congress 
1st Session 

S. 95 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. HELLER  and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) introduced the following bill; 
which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

To require the Secretary of Energy to obtain the consent of affected State and local governments 
before making an expenditure from the Nuclear Waste Fund for a nuclear waste repository. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act, the terms “affected Indian tribe”, “affected unit of local government”, 
“Commission”, “high-level radioactive waste”, “repository”, “spent nuclear fuel”, and “unit 
of general local government” have the meanings given the terms in section 2 of the Nuclear 
Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101). 

SEC. 2. CONSENT BASED APPROVAL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not make an expenditure from the Nuclear Waste 
Fund for the costs of the activities described in paragraphs (4) and (5) of section 302(d) of 
the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10222(d)) unless the Secretary has entered 
into an agreement to host a repository with— 

(1) the Governor of the State in which the repository is proposed to be located; 

(2) each affected unit of local government; 

(3) any unit of general local government contiguous to the affected unit of local 
government if spent nuclear fuel or high-level radioactive waste will be transported 
through that unit of general local government for disposal at the repository; and 

(4) each affected Indian tribe. 

(b) CONDITIONS ON AGREEMENT.—Any agreement to host a repository under this Act— 

(1) shall be in writing and signed by all parties; 

(2) shall be binding on the parties; and 
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(3) shall not be amended or revoked except by mutual agreement of the parties. 
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115th Congress 
1st Session 

S. 992 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mrs. CAPITO introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

To amend the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act to facilitate the establishment of 
additional or expanded public target ranges in certain States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO PITTMAN-ROBERTSON WILDLIFE 
RESTORATION ACT. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 2 of the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. 
669a) is amended— 

(1) by inserting after paragraph (1) the following: 
 
“(2) the term ‘public target range’ means a specific location that— 
 
“(A) is identified by a governmental agency for recreational shooting; 
 
“(B) is open to the public; 
 
“(C) may be supervised; and 
 
“(D) may accommodate archery or rifle, pistol, or shotgun shooting;”. 

(b) EXPENDITURES FOR MANAGEMENT OF WILDLIFE AREAS AND RESOURCES.—Section 
8(b) of the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. 669g(b)) is amended— 

(1) Notwithstanding the limitation described in paragraph (1), a State may pay up to 90 
percent of the cost of acquiring land for, expanding, or constructing a public target 
range.”. 
 

a. FIREARM AND BOW HUNTER EDUCATION AND SAFETY PROGRAM GRANTS.—
Section 10 of the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. 669h–
1) is amended— 

 
(1) in subsection (a), by adding at the end the following: 
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“(3) ALLOCATION OF ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.—Of the amount apportioned to 
a State for any fiscal year under section 4(b), the State may elect to allocate not more 
than 10 percent, to be combined with the amount apportioned to the State under 
paragraph (1) for that fiscal year, for acquiring land for, expanding, or constructing a 
public target range.”; 
 
(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting the following: 

“(b) COST SHARING.— 
 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Federal share of the 
cost of any activity carried out using a grant under this section shall not exceed 75 percent 
of the total cost of the activity. 

 
“(2) PUBLIC TARGET RANGE CONSTRUCTION OR EXPANSION.—The Federal 

share of the cost of acquiring land for, expanding, or constructing a public target range in a 
State on Federal or non-Federal land pursuant to this section or section 8(b) shall not exceed 
90 percent of the cost of the activity.” 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3508 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. LANKFORD introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

To prohibit the Secretary of Energy and the Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency from considering the social cost of carbon, the social cost of methane, the social cost of 
nitrous oxide, or the social cost of any other greenhouse gas in taking any action, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON CONSIDERING THE SOCIAL COST OF 
GREENHOUSE GAS, INCLUDING THE SOCIAL COST OF CARBON, THE SOCIAL 
COST OF METHANE, AND THE SOCIAL COST OF NITROUS OXIDE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, under any authority, and the Administrator, under the 
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.), may not consider the social cost of carbon, social 
cost of methane, social cost of nitrous oxide, or social cost of greenhouse gas— 

(1) as part of any cost-benefit analysis required under— 

(A) any law; 
(B) Executive Order 12866 (5 U.S.C. 601 note; relating to regulatory planning 
and review); or 
(C) Executive Order 13563 (5 U.S.C. 601 note; relating to improving regulation 
and regulatory review); 
 

(2) in any rulemaking; 

(3) in the issuance of any guidance; 

(4) in taking any other agency action; or 

(5) as a justification for any rulemaking, guidance document, or agency action. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary and the Administrator may consider the social cost of 
carbon, social cost of methane, social cost of nitrous oxide, or social cost of greenhouse gas 
in carrying out an activity described in subsection (a) only if, after the date of enactment of 
this Act, a Federal law is enacted that explicitly authorizes the consideration. 



Environment and Public Works Committee 12 

SEC. 2. REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATOR. 

Not later than 120 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator, in 
coordination and consultation with the Secretary, the Secretary of the Interior, and the 
Council on Environmental Quality, shall submit to the Committees on Environment and 
Public Works and Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate and the Committees on 
Energy and Commerce and Natural Resources of the House of Representatives a report 
describing the number of proposed and final rulemakings, guidance documents, and agency 
actions that, since January 2009, have used the social cost of carbon, the social cost of 
methane, or the social cost of nitrous oxide, including the use of the social cost of carbon, 
the social cost of methane, or the social cost of nitrous oxide as part of any cost-benefit 
analysis required under Executive Order 12866 (5 U.S.C. 601 note; relating to regulatory 
planning and review) or other relevant authority. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environment and Public Works Committee 13 

115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3460 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. DAINES introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

To amend title 54, United States Code, to provide certain limitations on the designation and use 
of national monuments. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. DESIGNATION AND USE OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS. 

Section 320301 of title 54, United States Code, is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), by striking “The President may, in the President's discretion,” and 
inserting “Subject to subsection (e), the President may”; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 

“(e) CONSULTATION AND APPROVAL REQUIRED BEFORE DESIGNATION.—No 
national monument may be designated under subsection (a) until— 

“(1) each county, borough, parish, or equivalent unit of local government 
within and adjacent to the boundaries of which the proposed national 
monument is to be located— 

“(A) has been consulted with respect to the designation; and 
“(B) has approved the designation; and 

“(2) the Governor and legislature of each State within the boundaries of 
which the proposed national monument is to be located has approved the 
proposed national monument. 

“(f) RESTRICTIONS ON USE.— 
“(1) IN GENERAL.—Any national monument designated under 
subsection (a) shall be open to hunting, fishing, other forms of recreation, 
grazing, and other historic or traditional uses in accordance with 
applicable law, unless the Secretary concerned closes all or a portion of 
the national monument to one or more of those uses, in accordance with 
the purposes of this chapter. 
“(2) REVIEW PERIOD.—The Secretary shall not impose any restriction 
on hunting, fishing, grazing, wildlife management, or other historic or 
traditional uses at a national monument designated under subsection (a) 
until the date of expiration of an appropriate review period, as 
determined by the Secretary, providing for, with respect to the proposed 
restriction, the concurrence by applicable State wildlife management 
agencies, public input, and approval by Congress.”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 1204 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr. BURR) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

To direct the Secretary of the Interior to enter into an agreement to provide for management of 
the free-roaming wild horses in and around the Currituck National Wildlife Refuge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. WILD HORSES IN AND AROUND THE CURRITUCK NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE. 

(a) AGREEMENT REQUIRED.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Interior (referred to in this Act as the “Secretary”) shall enter into 
an agreement with the Corolla Wild Horse Fund (a nonprofit corporation established 
under the laws of the State of North Carolina), the County of Currituck, North 
Carolina, and the State of North Carolina to provide for management of free-roaming 
wild horses in and around the Currituck National Wildlife Refuge. 

(2) TERMS.—The agreement shall— 

(A) allow a herd of not fewer than 110 and not more than 130 free-roaming wild 
horses in and around the refuge, with a target population of between 120 and 130 
free-roaming wild horses; 

(B) provide for cost-effective management of the horses while ensuring that 
natural resources within the refuge are not adversely impacted; 

(C) provide for introduction of a small number of free-roaming wild horses from 
the herd at Cape Lookout National Seashore as is necessary to maintain the 
genetic viability of the herd in and around the Currituck National Wildlife 
Refuge; and 

(D) specify that the Corolla Wild Horse Fund shall pay the costs associated 
with— 

(i) coordinating a periodic census and inspecting the health of the horses; 
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(ii) maintaining records of the horses living in the wild and in confinement; 

(iii) coordinating the removal and placement of horses and monitoring of 
any horses removed from the Currituck County Outer Banks; and 

(iv) administering a viable population control plan for the horses, including 
auctions, adoptions, contraceptive fertility methods, and other viable 
options. 

(b) CONDITIONS FOR EXCLUDING WILD HORSES FROM REFUGE.—The Secretary shall not 
exclude free-roaming wild horses from any portion of the Currituck National Wildlife 
Refuge unless— 

(1) the Secretary finds that the presence of free-roaming wild horses on a portion of 
that refuge threatens the survival of an endangered species for which that land is 
designated as critical habitat under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.); 

(2) the finding is based on a credible peer-reviewed scientific assessment; and 

(3) the Secretary provides a period of public notice and comment on that finding. 

(c) NO LIABILITY CREATED.—Nothing in this section creates liability for the United States 
for any damage caused by the free-roaming wild horses to any person or property located 
inside or outside the boundaries of the Currituck National Wildlife Refuge. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  
S. R. 861 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Sullivan introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 
on Environment Protection Works

 
A BILL 

To terminate the Environmental Protection Agency. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION 1. TERMINATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY. 

 
The Environmental Protection Agency shall terminate on December 31, 2018. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2816 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. INHOFE, Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs. BOXER, and Mr. BOOKER) introduced 
the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works

 
A BILL 

To reauthorize the diesel emissions reduction program. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1.  REAUTHORIZATION OF DIESEL EMISSIONS REDUCTION 
PROGRAM. 

Section 797(a) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16137(a)) is amended by 
striking “2016” and inserting “2021”.  
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S. 2541 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. SANDERS (for himself and Mr. BLUMENTHAL ) introduced the following bill; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 to clarify provisions enacted by the Captive 
Wildlife Safety Act to further the conservation of prohibited wildlife species. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. PROHIBITIONS. 

Section 3 of the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16 U.S.C. 3372) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a) — 

(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking the semicolon at the end and 
inserting “; or”; 
(ii) in subparagraph (B)(iii), by striking “; or” and inserting a semicolon; 
and 
(iii) by striking subparagraph (C); and 

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking “in paragraphs (1) through (3).” and inserting 
“in— 

“(A) paragraphs (1) through (3); or 
“(B) subsection (e).”; 

(2) by striking subsection (e) and inserting the following: 
 

“(e) CAPTIVE WILDLIFE OFFENSE.— 
“(1) IN GENERAL.—It is unlawful for any person— 

“(A) to import, export, transport, sell, receive, acquire, or purchase a live 
animal of any prohibited wildlife species— 

“(i) in interstate or foreign commerce; or 
“(ii) in a manner substantially affecting interstate or foreign 
commerce; or 

“(B) to breed or possess a live animal of any prohibited wildlife species. 
“(2) LIMITATION ON APPLICATION.—Paragraph (1) does not apply to any 
person that— 

“(A) is an institution accredited by the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums; 
“(B) is a facility that— 

“(i) has an active written contract with an Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums Species Survival Plan or Taxon Advisory Group 
for the breeding of prohibited wildlife species; and 
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“(ii) does not breed, acquire, or sell prohibited wildlife species 
other than the prohibited wildlife species covered by a contract 
described in clause (i); 

“(C) is a State college, university, or agency, or State-licensed 
veterinarian; 
“(D) (i) is a wildlife sanctuary that cares for prohibited wildlife species; 

“(ii) is a corporation that— 
“(I) is exempt from taxation under section 501(a) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986; and 
“(II) is described in sections 501(c)(3) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) of 
that Code; 
“(iii) does not commercially trade in prohibited wildlife species, 
including offspring, parts, and byproducts of prohibited wildlife 
species; 
“(iv) does not breed the prohibited wildlife species; 
“(v) does not allow direct contact between the public and 
prohibited wildlife species; and 
“(vi) does not allow the transportation and display of prohibited 
wildlife species off-site; 

“(E) has custody of the prohibited wildlife species solely for the purpose 
of expeditiously transporting the prohibited wildlife species to a person 
described in this paragraph with respect to the prohibited wildlife 
species; 
“(F) (i) is in possession of a prohibited wildlife species that was born 
before the date of enactment of the Big Cat Public Safety Act of 2016; 

“(ii) not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of the 
Big Cat Public Safety Act of 2016, is registered with the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service; 
“(iii) does not breed, acquire, or sell any prohibited wildlife 
species after the date of enactment of that Act; and 
“(iv) does not allow direct contact between the public and 
prohibited wildlife species; or 

“(G) (i) holds a valid Class C license under the Animal Welfare Act (7 
U.S.C. 2131 et seq.); 

“(ii) regularly travels across State lines to conduct circus 
performances featuring live prohibited wildlife species, clowns, 
and aerial acts; 
“(iii) engaged in the travel and conduct described in clause (ii) 
before January 1, 2015; and 
“(iv) does not allow direct contact between the public and 
prohibited wildlife species.”. 

 
SEC. 2. PENALTIES. 
 

(a) CIVIL PENALTIES.—Section 4(a)(1) of the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16 U.S.C. 
3373(a)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking “other than subsections (b), (d),” and inserting “other than subsections 
(b), (d), (e),”; and 
(2) by striking “violates subsection (d)” and inserting “violates subsection (d), (e),”. 

(b) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—Section 4(d)(1) of the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16 
U.S.C. 3373(d)(1)) is amended— 
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(1) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) by inserting “(e),” after “(d),”; and 
(B) by striking “or” after the comma at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) by inserting “(e),” after “(d),”; and 
(B) by adding “or” after the comma at the end; and 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the following: 
“(C) knowingly violates section 3(e),”; and 

(4) in the undesignated matter following subparagraph (C) (as added by paragraph 
(3))— 

(A) by striking “knowing that” and all that follows through “treaty or 
regulation,”; and 
(B) in the second sentence, by striking “said fish or wildlife or plants” and 
inserting “fish or wildlife, plants, or prohibited wildlife species concerned”. 
 

SEC. 3. FORFEITURE OF PROHIBITED WILDLIFE SPECIES. 
 

Section 5(a)(1) of the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)) is amended— 
(1) by striking “or plants” and inserting “, plants, or prohibited wildlife species bred, 
possessed,”; 
(2) by striking “of this Act (other than subsection 3(b))” and inserting “(other than 
subsection (b) of that section)”; and 
(3) by striking “of this Act.” and inserting a period. 
 

SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATION. 
 

Section 7(a) of the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16 U.S.C. 3376(a)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

“(3) The Secretary, in consultation with other relevant Federal and State agencies, 
shall promulgate any regulations necessary to implement section 3(e).”. 

 
SEC. 5. TECHNICAL CORRECTION. 
 

Section 4(e), and subsections (a) and (b)(2) of section 8, of the Lacey Act Amendments of 
1981 (16 U.S.C. 3373(e), 3377) are amended by striking “Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act of 1976” each place it appears and inserting “Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3049 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. UDALL (for himself and Mr. HEINRICH) introduced the following bill; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

 
To designate the Organ Mountains and other public land as components of the National 
Wilderness Preservation System in the State of New Mexico, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION. 1. DESIGNATION OF WILDERNESS AREAS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), the 
following areas in the State are designated as wilderness and as components of the National 
Wilderness Preservation System: 

(1) ADEN LAVA FLOW WILDERNESS.—Certain land administered by the Bureau 
of Land Management in Doña Ana County comprising approximately 27,673 acres, as 
generally depicted on the map entitled “Potrillo Mountains Complex” and dated April 
18, 2016, which shall be known as the “Aden Lava Flow Wilderness”. 

(2) BROAD CANYON WILDERNESS.—Certain land administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management in Doña Ana County comprising approximately 13,902 acres, as 
generally depicted on the map entitled “Desert Peaks Complex” and dated April 13, 
2016, which shall be known as the “Broad Canyon Wilderness”. 

(3) CINDER CONE WILDERNESS.—Certain land administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management in Doña Ana County comprising approximately 16,935 acres, as 
generally depicted on the map entitled “Potrillo Mountains Complex” and dated April 
18, 2016, which shall be known as the “Cinder Cone Wilderness”. 

(4) ORGAN MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS.—Certain land administered by the 
Bureau of Land Management in Doña Ana County comprising approximately 19,197 
acres, as generally depicted on the map entitled “Organ Mountains Area” and dated 
April 19, 2016, which shall be known as the “Organ Mountains Wilderness”, the 
boundary of which shall be offset 400 feet from the centerline of Dripping Springs 
Road in T. 23 S., R. 04 E., sec. 7, New Mexico Principal Meridian. 

(5) POTRILLO MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS.—Certain land administered by the 
Bureau of Land Management in Doña Ana and Luna counties comprising 
approximately 125,854 acres, as generally depicted on the map entitled “Potrillo 
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Mountains Complex” and dated April 18, 2016, which shall be known as the “Potrillo 
Mountains Wilderness”. 

(6) ROBLEDO MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS.—Certain land administered by the 
Bureau of Land Management in Doña Ana County comprising approximately 16,776 
acres, as generally depicted on the map entitled “Desert Peaks Complex” and dated 
April 13, 2016, which shall be known as the “Robledo Mountains Wilderness”. 

(7) SIERRA DE LAS UVAS WILDERNESS.—Certain land administered by the 
Bureau of Land Management in Doña Ana County comprising approximately 11,114 
acres, as generally depicted on the map entitled “Desert Peaks Complex” and dated 
April 13, 2016, which shall be known as the “Sierra de las Uvas Wilderness”. 

(8) WHITETHORN WILDERNESS.—Certain land administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management in Doña Ana and Luna counties comprising approximately 9,616 
acres, as generally depicted on the map entitled “Potrillo Mountains Complex” and 
dated April 18, 2016, which shall be known as the “Whitethorn Wilderness”. 

SEC. 2. BORDER SECURITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act— 

(1) prevents the Secretary of Homeland Security from undertaking law enforcement 
and border security activities, in accordance with section 4(c) of the Wilderness Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1133(c)), within the wilderness areas, including the ability to use motorized 
access within a wilderness area while in pursuit of a suspect; 

(2) affects the 2006 Memorandum of Understanding among the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Department of the Interior, and the Department of Agriculture 
regarding cooperative national security and counterterrorism efforts on Federal land 
along the borders of the United States; or 

(3) prevents the Secretary of Homeland Security from conducting any low-level 
overflights over the wilderness areas that may be necessary for law enforcement and 
border security purposes. 

(b) WITHDRAWAL AND ADMINISTRATION OF CERTAIN AREA.— 

(1) WITHDRAWAL.—The area identified as “Parcel A” on the map entitled “Potrillo 
Mountains Complex” and dated April 18, 2016, is withdrawn in accordance with 
section 3(k)(1). 

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—Except as provided in paragraphs (3) and (4), the 
Secretary shall administer the area described in paragraph (1) in a manner that, to the 
maximum extent practicable, protects the wilderness character of the area. 
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(3) USE OF MOTOR VEHICLES.—The use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment, 
and mechanical transport shall be prohibited in the area described in paragraph (1) 
except as necessary for— 

(A) the administration of the area (including the conduct of law enforcement and 
border security activities in the area); or 

(B) grazing uses by authorized permittees. 
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115th CONGRESS  
1ST SESSION 

S. 785 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. Warner (for himself, Mr. Casey, Mr. Durbin, Mr. Whitehouse, Mr. Reed, Mr. Cardin, Mr. 
Merkley, Mrs. Feinstein, Ms. Mikulski, Mrs. Gillibrand, Mr. Menendez, Ms. Hirono, and Mr. 
Schumer) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend the Safe Drinking Water Act to repeal a certain exemption for hydraulic fracturing, and 
for other purposes. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. REGULATION OF HYDRAULIC FRACTURING. 
 
(a) Underground Injection.—Section 1421(d) of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300h(d)) 
is amended by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the following: 
 

“(1) UNDERGROUND INJECTION.— 
“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘underground injection’ means the subsurface 
emplacement of fluids by well injection. 
“(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘underground injection’ includes the underground 
injection of fluids or propping agents pursuant to hydraulic fracturing operations 
relating to oil or natural gas production activities. 
“(C) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘underground injection’ does not include the 
underground injection of natural gas for the purpose of storage.”. 

(b) State Primary Enforcement Relating To Hydraulic Fracturing Operations.—Section 1422 of 
the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300h–1) is amended by adding at the end the following: 
 

“(f) Hydraulic Fracturing Operations.— 
“(1) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with such regulations as the Administrator may 
prescribe, a State may seek primary enforcement responsibility for hydraulic 
fracturing operations for oil and natural gas without seeking to assume primary 
enforcement responsibility for other types of underground injection control wells, 
including underground injection control wells that inject brine or other fluids that 
are brought to the surface in connection with oil and natural gas production or 
any underground injection for the secondary or tertiary recovery of oil or natural 
gas. 
“(2) ADMINISTRATION.— 

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply until the date that is 
1 year after the date on which the Administrator publishes in the Federal 
Register any regulations promulgated under that paragraph. 
“(B) EFFECT ON ADMINISTRATOR.—Nothing in this subsection 
affects the authority of the Administrator to approve State programs that 
assume primary enforcement responsibility for only certain types of 
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underground injection control wells.”. 
(c) Disclosure.—Section 1421(b) of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300h(b)) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
 

“(4) DISCLOSURES OF CHEMICAL CONSTITUENTS.— 
“(A) IN GENERAL.—A person conducting hydraulic fracturing operations shall 
disclose to the State (or to the Administrator, in any case in which the 
Administrator has primary enforcement responsibility in a State), by not later 
than such deadlines as shall be established by the State (or the Administrator)— 

“(i) before the commencement of any hydraulic fracturing operations at 
any lease area or a portion of a lease area, a list of chemicals and 
proppants intended for use in any underground injection during the 
operations (including identification of the chemical constituents of 
mixtures, Chemical Abstracts Service numbers for each chemical and 
constituent, material safety data sheets if available, and the anticipated 
amount of each chemical to be used); and 
“(ii) after the completion of hydraulic fracturing operations described in 
clause (i), the list of chemicals and proppants used in each underground 
injection during the operations (including identification of the chemical 
constituents of mixtures, Chemical Abstracts Service numbers for each 
chemical and constituent, material safety data sheets if available, and the 
amount of each chemical used). 

“(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The State or the Administrator, as applicable, 
shall— 

“(i) ensure the accuracy and completeness of the information required 
under subparagraph (A); and 
“(ii) make available to the public the information contained in each 
disclosure required under subparagraph (A), including by posting the 
information on a single, searchable Internet website such that all the 
information disclosed to the State or Administrator, as applicable, under 
that subparagraph is contained on the same Internet website. 

“(C) IMMEDIATE DISCLOSURE IN CASE OF MEDICAL NEED OR 
EMERGENCY.— 

“(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), the regulations promulgated 
pursuant to subsection (a) shall require that, in any case in which the 
State or the Administrator, as applicable, a first responder, or healthcare 
practitioner determines that the proprietary chemical formula or specific 
chemical identity of a trade-secret chemical used in hydraulic fracturing 
is necessary for medical diagnosis, treatment, or emergency response, the 
applicable person using hydraulic fracturing shall, upon request, 
immediately disclose to the State, the Administrator, first responder, or 
healthcare practitioner the proprietary chemical formula or specific 
chemical identity of a trade-secret chemical, regardless of the existence 
of— 

    “(I) a written statement of need; or 
“(II) a confidentiality agreement. 

“(ii) REQUIREMENT.—A person using hydraulic fracturing that makes 
a disclosure required under clause (i) may require the execution of a 
written statement of need and a confidentiality agreement as soon as 
practicable after the determination by the State, Administrator, first 
responder, or healthcare practitioner, as applicable, under that clause. 
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  “(iii) PROFESSIONAL NECESSITY.— 
“(I) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subclause (II), a first responder or 
healthcare practitioner may share any information disclosed under clause 
(i) with other persons if the information is medically necessary. 
“(II) RESTRICTION.—A first responder or healthcare practitioner 
described in subclause (I) shall not make publicly available any 
information disclosed under clause (i). 

“(D) NO PUBLIC DISCLOSURE REQUIRED.—Nothing in subparagraph (A), (B), or 
(C) authorizes a State or the Administrator to publicly disclose any proprietary chemical 
formula.”. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 
S. Res. 524 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 
Ms. Merkley (for himself, Ms. Kloubachar, Mr. Whitehouse, Mrs. Boxer, Mr. Reid, Mr. Sanders, 
Mrs. Shaheen, Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Feinstein, Mr. Markey, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Schatz, Ms. Warren, 
Ms. Baldwin, Mr. King, Ms. Mikulski, Mr. Udall of Colorado, Mr. Cardin, Mr. Harkin, Mr. Reed, 
Ms. Stabenow, and Mr. Bennet) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
Expressing the sense of the Senate regarding global climate change. 
 

Whereas the 2014 National Climate Assessment stated “The most recent decade was the 
nation’s warmest on record. U.S. temperatures are expected to continue to rise.”; 
 
Whereas the 2014 National Climate Assessment was drafted by over 300 authors and 
extensively reviewed by the National Academy of Sciences and a Federal Advisory 
Committee of 60 members; 
 
Whereas the United States Global Change Research Program found that “[i]n the United 
States, climate change has already resulted in more frequent heat waves, extreme 
precipitation, wildfires, and water scarcity”; 
 
Whereas the United States Global Change Research Program coordinates and integrates 
global change research across 13 Government agencies including the Department of 
Defense, the Department of State, the Department of Energy, the Department of 
Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, the Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Department of the Interior, the Department of Transportation, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
the National Science Foundation, the Smithsonian Institution, and the United States 
Agency for International Development; 
 
Whereas the 2014 Quadrennial Defense Review of the Department of Defense of the 
United States stated “The pressures caused by climate change will influence resource 
competition while placing additional burdens on economies, societies, and governance 
institutions around the world.”; and 
 
Whereas a Defense Science Board report concluded that “[climate change will only grow 
in concern for the United States and its security interests”: Now, therefore, be it 

 
Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that global climate change is occurring and 
will continue to pose ongoing risks and challenges to the people and the Government of 
the United States. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 888 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Mr. HEINRICH) introduced the following bill; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

 
A BILL 

To promote Federal-State partnerships for developing regional energy strategies and plans to 
mitigate risks in changing energy systems, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. REGIONAL ENERGY PARTNERSHIPS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall provide assistance in accordance with this section 
for the purpose of developing energy strategies and plans that help harmonize and promote 
national, regional, and State energy goals, including goals for advancing resilient energy 
systems to mitigate risks and prepare for emerging energy challenges. 

(b) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretaries may provide such technical assistance to 
States, political subdivisions of States, substate regional organizations (including 
organizations that cross State boundaries), multistate regional organizations, Indian tribes, 
and nonprofit organizations as the Secretaries determine appropriate.  

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries may enter into cooperative agreements with one 
or more States and Indian tribes, on a regional basis, to develop and implement 
strategies and plans to address the energy challenges of States, Indian tribes, and 
regions. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—A cooperative agreement entered into under this subsection 
shall include provisions covering or providing— 

(A) the purpose and goals of the cooperative agreement, such as advancing 
energy efficiency, clean energy, fuel and supply diversity, energy system 
resiliency, economic development, or other goals to make measurable, significant 
progress toward specified metrics and objectives that are agreed to by the States 
or Indian tribes and the Secretaries; 
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(B) the roles and responsibilities of the States or Indian tribes and the Secretaries 
for various functions of the cooperative agreement, including outreach, 
communication, resources, and capabilities; 

(C) a comprehensive framework for the development of energy strategies and 
plans for States, Indian tribes, or regions; 

(D) timeframes with associated metrics and objectives; 

(E) a governance structure to resolve conflicts and facilitate decisionmaking 
consistent with underlying authorities; and 

(F) other provisions determined necessary by the Secretaries, in consultation with 
the States or Indian tribes, to achieve the purposes described in paragraph (1). 

 (d) AWARDS.— 

 (1) APPLICATIONS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph (B), an application group may 
apply to the Secretaries for awards under this subsection. 

(B) INDIVIDUAL STATES.—An individual State or Indian tribe that has 
entered into a cooperative agreement with the Secretaries under subsection (c) 
may apply to the Secretaries for an award under this subsection if the State or 
Indian tribe demonstrates to the Secretaries the uniqueness of the energy 
challenges facing the State or Indian tribe. 

(2) BASE AMOUNT.—Subject to paragraph (4), the Secretaries shall provide 6 
awards under this subsection, with a base amount of $20,000,000 for each award. 

(B) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of a bonus determined under 
subparagraph (A) shall not exceed an amount that represents $5,000,000 for 
each partner State that is a member of the relevant application group. 

(5) LIMITATION.—A State or Indian tribe shall not be part of more than 1 award 
under this subsection. 

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out this Act 
$250,000,000, to remain available until expended. 

(b) ALLOCATION.—Of the amount authorized to be appropriated under subsection (a)— 
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(1) $120,000,000 shall be used for the base amount of awards under section 4(f)(3); 

(2) $100,000,000 shall be used for the bonus amount of awards under section 4(f)(4); 
and 

(3) $30,000,000 shall be for the administration of this Act, including— 

(A) the assignment of staff under section 4(d); and 

(B) if the Secretaries determine appropriate, the sharing of best practices from 
regional partnerships by parties to cooperative agreements entered into under this 
Act. 

(c) STATE ENERGY OFFICES.—Funds provided to a State under this Act shall be provided to 
the office within the State that is responsible for developing the State energy plan for the 
State under part D of title III of the Energy Policy and Conservation Act. 

(d) MAINTENANCE OF FUNDING.—The funding provided to States under this Act shall 
supplement (and not supplant) funding provided under part D of title III of the Energy 
Policy and Conservation Act.  
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2776 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BOOKER introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works 

 
A BILL 

To amend the Safe Drinking Water Act to condition the receipt of funds by a State for a drinking 
water treatment revolving loan fund on the State carrying out a program to test for lead in 
drinking water for schools. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. TESTING FOR LEAD IN DRINKING WATER FOR SCHOOLS. 

 “(A) LEAD CONTAMINATION.—The funds may be used— 

“(i) to train school personnel on issues relating to lead contamination in 
drinking water; and 

“(ii) in the case of a level of lead that exceeds a lead action level in the 
drinking water of a school, to assist the relevant local educational agency 
with lead remediation activities. 

 (B) PROGRAMS TO TEST LEAD CONTAMINATION IN SCHOOLS: 

“(1) PROGRAMS TO TEST LEAD CONTAMINATION IN SCHOOLS.—To be 
eligible to receive funds under section 1452, not later than 1 year after the date of 
enactment of the TEST for Lead Act, a State shall carry out a program, consistent with 
this section, to assist local educational agencies in testing for lead contamination in 
drinking water from sources of lead contamination at schools under the jurisdiction of 
the local educational agencies.”; 

“(2) TESTING REQUIREMENTS.—A program carried out under Section (2) shall 
require testing of drinking water, including testing of water from faucets used for food 
preparation, sinks in lavatories, and drinking water coolers, for lead— 

“(A) at schools built prior to 1996, at least biannually; and 

“(B) at schools built in 1996 or after, at least annually.”; and 
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“(C) EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION.—If a level of lead that exceeds a lead 
action level, as identified by the Administrator, is discovered in drinking water at 
a school pursuant to testing under a program carried out under paragraph (1), not 
later than 48 hours after the discovery of the elevated lead level, the local 
educational agency with jurisdiction over the school shall make a good faith 
effort to provide notification of the elevated lead level to— 

“(i) the parents or guardians of each child enrolled in the school; 

“(ii) the Administrator; 

“(iii) the State; 

“(iv) the local municipal government; and 

“(v) local health agencies.”. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session 

S. 3165 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MS. HARRIS (for herself, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. REED, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PETERS, and 
Mr. BOOKER) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Environment and Public Works

 
A BILL 

To amend the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to require oil polluters to pay the full cost of oil 
spills, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. REMOVAL OF LIMITS ON LIABILITY FOR OFFSHORE 
FACILITIES. 

Section 1004(a)(3) of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2704(a)(3)) is 
amended by striking “plus $75,000,000” and inserting “and the liability of the 
responsible party under section 1002”. 

	
	



Committee on Foreign Relations 
 

 
Chairman: 

Bob Corker 
 

John Barrasso 
James Risch 
Marco Rubio 
Rand Paul 

  Jeff Flake 
   

Benjamin Cardin, Ranking Member     
Robert Menendez  
Christopher Coons 
Ed Markey 
Maggie Hassan 
Chris Van Hollen

 



Legislation Summaries 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

 
Republicans:  

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

1 Corker S. 3267 
To protect against threats posed by Iran to the United States and allies 
of the United States, and for other purposes. 

3 Barrasso S. 193 
To end membership of the United States in the United Nations. 

6 Risch S. 2277 
To prevent further Russian aggression toward Ukraine and other 
sovereign states in Europe and Eurasia, and for other purposes. 

9 Rubio S. Res. 10 
Expressing the sense of the Senate regarding the trafficking of illicit 
fentanyl into the United States from Mexico and China. 

11 Paul S. Res. 15 
Expressing the sense of the Senate that the Mexico City policy should 
be permanently established. 

12 Flake S. 555 

To require the Secretary of State to offer rewards for information on the 
kidnapping and murder of James Foley, Peter Kassig, Steven Sotloff, 
Kayla Mueller, or any other United States citizen by a foreign terrorist 
organization. 



Legislation Summaries 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

 
Democrats: 

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

13 Cardin S. 94 
To impose sanctions in response to cyber intrusions by the 
Government of the Russian Federation and other aggressive activities 
of the Russian Federation, and for other purposes. 

17 Menendez  S. Res. 361 Urging robust funding for humanitarian relief for Syria. 

19 Coons S. 1745 

To promote security, stability and good governance in Somalia 
through a coordinated interagency strategy that supports the 
consolidation of recent security and political gains in Somalia. 

22 Markey S. 3400 
To prohibit the conduct of a first-use nuclear strike absent a 
declaration of war by Congress. 

22  
Hassan 

 
 
 

S. 1876 

To rename the Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking of the 
Department of State the Bureau to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in 
Persons and to provide for an Assistant Secretary to head such Bureau, 
and for other purposes. 

25 Van 
Hollen 

S. 210 To prohibit the application of certain restrictive eligibility requirements 
to foreign nongovernmental organizations with respect to the provision 
of assistance under part I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961. 

 

 



Foreign Relations Committee	 	 	 1	

115th CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3267 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. CORKER (for himself, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. COTTON, and 
Mr. SULLIVAN) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations 

 
A BILL 

To protect against threats posed by Iran to the United States and allies of the United States, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE IRGC. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date that is 90 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the President shall impose the sanctions described in subsection (b) with respect to the IRGC 
and foreign persons that are officials, agents, or affiliates of the IRGC. 

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions described in this subsection are the following: 

(1) Sanctions applicable with respect to a foreign person pursuant to Executive Order 13224 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to blocking property and prohibiting transactions with 
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism). 

(2) Sanctions applicable with respect to an entity that is designated as a foreign terrorist 
organization under section 219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189). 

SEC. 2. ENFORCEMENT OF ARMS EMBARGOS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection (d), the President shall impose the sanctions 
described in subsection (b) with respect to any person that— 

(1) engages in any activity that materially contributes to the supply, sale, or transfer directly 
or indirectly to or from Iran, or for the use in or benefit of Iran, of any battle tanks, 
armored combat vehicles, large caliber artillery systems, combat aircraft, attack 
helicopters, warships, missiles or missile systems, as defined for the purpose of the 
United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, or related materiel, including spare parts; 
or 

(2) provides to Iran any technical training, financial resources or services, advice, other 
services or assistance related to the supply, sale, transfer, manufacture, maintenance, or use 
of arms and related materiel described in paragraph (1). 

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.— 
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(1) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—The President shall block, in accordance with the 
International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), all transactions in all 
property and interests in property of any person subject to subsection (a) if such property and 
interests in property are in the United States, come within the United States, or are or come 
within the possession or control of a United States person. 

(2) EXCLUSION FROM UNITED STATES.—The Secretary of State shall deny a visa to, and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall exclude from the United States, any person subject to 
subsection (a) that is an alien. 

(c) EXCEPTIONS AND PENALTIES.— 

(1) INAPPLICABILITY OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT.—The 
requirements of section 202 of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701) shall not apply for purposes of subsection (b)(1). 

(2) COMPLIANCE WITH UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—
Subsection (b)(2) shall not apply if admission to the United States is necessary to permit the 
United States to comply with the Agreement regarding the Headquarters of the United Nations, 
signed at Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into force November 21, 1947, between the 
United Nations and the United States. 

(3) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, attempts to violate, conspires to violate, or causes a 
violation of subsection (b)(1) or any regulation, license, or order issued to carry out that 
subsection shall be subject to the penalties set forth in subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of 
the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to the same extent as a 
person that commits an unlawful act described in subsection (a) of that section. 

(d) EXCEPTION.—The President is not required to impose sanctions under subsection (a) with 
respect to a person for engaging in an activity described in that subsection if the President certifies 
to the appropriate congressional committees that— 

(1) permitting the activity is in the national security interest of the United States; 

(2) Iran no longer presents a significant threat to the national security of the United States 
and to the allies of the United States; and 

(3) the Government of Iran has ceased providing operational or financial support for acts 
of international terrorism and no longer satisfies the requirements for designation as a 
state sponsor of terrorism. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 193 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BARRASSO of Wyoming introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations 

 
A BILL 

To end membership of the United States in the United Nations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION. 1. REPEAL OF UNITED NATIONS PARTICIPATION ACT OF 1945. 

(a) REPEAL.—The United Nations Participation Act of 1945 (Public Law 79–264; 22 U.S.C. 287 et 
seq.) is repealed. 

(b) TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP IN UNITED NATIONS.—The President shall terminate all 
membership by the United States in the United Nations, and in any organ, specialized agency, 
commission, or other formally affiliated body of the United Nations. 

(c) CLOSURE OF UNITED STATES MISSION TO UNITED NATIONS.—The United States Mission to the 
United Nations is closed. Any remaining functions of such office shall not be carried out. 

SEC. 2. REPEAL OF UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT ACT. 

(a) REPEAL.—The United Nations Headquarters Agreement Act (Public Law 80–357) is repealed. 

(b) WITHDRAWAL.—The United States withdraws from the agreement between the United States of 
America and the United Nations regarding the headquarters of the United Nations (signed at Lake 
Success, New York, on June 26, 1947, which was brought into effect by the United Nations 
Headquarters Agreement Act). 

SEC. 3. UNITED STATES ASSESSED AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS. 

No funds are authorized to be appropriated or otherwise made available for assessed or voluntary 
contributions of the United States to the United Nations or to any organ, specialized agency, 
commission or other formally affiliated body of the United Nations, except that funds may be 
appropriated to facilitate termination of United States membership and withdrawal of United States 
personnel and equipment, in accordance with sections 2 and 3, respectively. Upon termination of 
United States membership, no payments shall be made to the United Nations or to any organ, 
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specialized agency, commission or other formally affiliated body of the United Nations, out of any 
funds appropriated prior to such termination or out of any other funds available for such purposes. 

SEC. 4. UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS. 

(a) TERMINATION.—No funds are authorized to be appropriated or otherwise made available for any 
United States contribution to any United Nations military or peacekeeping operation or force. 

(b) TERMINATIONS OF UNITED STATES PARTICIPATION IN UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING 
OPERATIONS.—No funds may be obligated or expended to support the participation of any member 
of the Armed Forces of the United States as part of any United Nations military or peacekeeping 
operation or force. No member of the Armed Forces of the United States may serve under the 
command of the United Nations. 

SEC. 5. WITHDRAWAL OF UNITED NATIONS PRESENCE IN FACILITIES OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND REPEAL OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY. 

(a) WITHDRAWAL FROM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PROPERTY.—The United Nations 
(including any organ, specialized agency, commission or other formally affiliated body of the 
United Nations) may not occupy or use any property or facility of the United States Government. 

(b) DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY.—No officer or employee of the United Nations (including any organ, 
specialized agency, commission or other formally affiliated body of the United Nations) or any 
representative, officer, or employee of any mission to the United Nations of any foreign government 
shall be entitled to enjoy the privileges and immunities of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations of April 18, 1961, nor may any such privileges and immunities be extended to any such 
individual. The privileges, exemptions, and immunities provided for in the International 
Organizations Immunities Act of December 29, 1945 (59 Stat. 669; 22 U.S.C. 288 et seq.), or in any 
agreement or treaty to which the United States is a party, including the agreement entitled 
“Agreement Between the United Nations and the United States of America Regarding the 
Headquarters of the United Nations”, signed June 26, 1947 (22 U.S.C. 287 note), and the 
Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, entered into force with respect to 
the United States on April 29, 1970 (21 UST 1418; TIAS 6900; UNTS 16), shall not apply to the 
United Nations or to any organ, specialized agency, commission or other formally affiliated body of 
the United Nations, to the officers and employees of the United Nations, or of any organ, specialized 
agency, commission or other formally affiliated body of the United Nations, or to the families, 
suites, or servants of such officers or employees. 

SEC. 6. REPEAL OF UNITED STATES MEMBERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION IN THE 
UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION. 

The joint resolution entitled “A joint resolution providing for membership and participation by the 
United States in the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, and 
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authorizing an appropriation therefor”, approved July 30, 1946 (Public Law 79–565, 22 U.S.C. 
287m et seq.), is repealed. 

SEC. 7. REPEAL OF UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM PARTICIPATION ACT 
OF 1973. 

The United Nations Environment Program Participation Act of 1973 (22 U.S.C. 287 note) is 
repealed. 

SEC. 8. REPEAL OF UNITED STATES PARTICIPATION IN THE WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION. 

The joint resolution entitled “Joint Resolution providing for membership and participation by the 
United States in the World Health Organization and authorizing an appropriation therefor”, 
approved June 14, 1948 (22 U.S.C. 290), is repealed. 

SEC. 9. REPEAL OF INVOLVEMENT IN UNITED NATIONS CONVENTIONS AND 
AGREEMENTS. 

Effective on the date of the enactment of this Act, the United States will end any participation in any 
conventions and agreements with the United Nations and any organ, specialized agency, 
commission, or other formally affiliated body of the United Nations. Any remaining functions of 
such conventions and agreements shall not be carried out. 

SEC. 10. REEMPLOYMENT WITH UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AFTER SERVICE 
WITH AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION. 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to affect the rights of employees under subchapter IV 
of chapter 35 of title 5, United States Code, relating to reemployment after service with an 
international organization. 

SEC. 11. NOTIFICATION. 

Effective on the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of State shall notify the United 
Nations and any organ, specialized agency, commission, or other formally affiliated body of the 
United Nations of the provisions of this Act. 

SEC. 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Except as otherwise provided, this Act and the amendments made by this Act shall take effect on the 
date that is two years after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2277 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CORKER, Mr. MCCONNELL, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. BLUNT, 
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. KIRK, Mr. BARASSO , Mr. COATS, 
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. HATCH, 
Mr. FLAKE, Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin, and Mr. BURR) introduced the following bill; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

 
A BILL 

To prevent further Russian aggression toward Ukraine and other sovereign states in Europe and Eurasia, 
and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 

SECTION 101. STRENGTHENING UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE AND FORCE POSTURE 
IN EUROPE AND EURASIA. 
 

(a) STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense, with concurrence by the Secretary of State, shall develop and 
submit to the appropriate congressional committees a strategic framework for United 
States security assistance and cooperation in Europe and Eurasia. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategic framework required by paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) an evaluation of the extent to which the threat to security and stability in 
Europe and Eurasia is a threat to the national security of the United States and the 
security interests of the NATO alliance; 

(B) an identification of the primary objectives, priorities, and desired end-states 
of United States security assistance and cooperation programs in Europe and 
Eurasia and an assessment of the resources required to achieve such objectives, 
priorities, and end-states; 

(C) a methodology for assessing the effectiveness of United States security 
assistance and cooperation programs in such regions in making progress towards 
such objectives, priorities, and end-states, including an identification of key 
measures for such progress; and 

(D) criteria for bilateral and multilateral partnerships in such regions. 
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(b) IMMEDIATE HALT TO CURRENT AND PLANNED REDEPLOYMENTS FROM EUROPE.—The 
President, consistent with the President's responsibilities as Commander in Chief, including ensuring 
the readiness of the United States Armed Forces, shall immediately halt, for a 180-day period 
beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act, all current and planned redeployments of combat 
forces from Europe, other than redeployments of forces for which replacement forces are already in 
place or are planned to be in place, with the intent to maintain force numbers at current levels for the 
180-day period beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(c) PLAN FOR ENHANCING THE ABILITY OF THE UNITED STATES MILITARY TO RESPOND TO 
CRISES IN EUROPE AND EURASIA.—Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the President, consistent with the President's responsibilities as Commander in Chief, including 
ensuring the readiness of the United States Armed Forces, shall identify, and develop a plan to 
correct, any deficiencies in the ability of the Armed Forces to rapidly and fully respond, in 
coordination with other NATO allies, to foreseeable contingencies in Europe and Eurasia, including 
the ability to execute current United States European Command contingency plans. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and every 180 days 
thereafter, the President shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a report detailing 
the specific deficiencies identified, the plan for correcting such deficiencies, including a cost 
estimate, and the status of corrective actions being undertaken pursuant to the plan required by 
subsection (c). 

SEC. 102. UNITED STATES EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN THE NATO ALLIANCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall direct the United States Permanent Representative on the 
Council of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (in this Act referred to as the “United States 
Permanent Representative to NATO”), to use the voice, vote, and influence of the United States 
to— 

(1) reaffirm the United States commitment to the NATO Alliance, including its Article V 
commitment to all NATO member-states, regardless of size or duration of membership; 

(2) strengthen NATO’s capabilities to deter and, as needed, to rapidly and 
appropriately respond, including through the use of military force as necessary, 
to security crises, including any crisis in Europe and Eurasia created by efforts of 
any state to undermine the territorial, economic, or political sovereignty or 
integrity of any NATO member-state; 

(3) call on all NATO member-states to make substantial progress towards 
meeting the Alliance’s defense spending requirements and national capability 
targets and seek to ensure that such progress is in fact made; and 

(4) encourage NATO member-states to work together to achieve energy 
independence for NATO member-states and other NATO partners in Europe and 
Eurasia. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that the NATO Alliance represents the 
single most successful collective security agreement of the modern era and that a strong and 
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revitalized NATO is critical to maintaining peace and security in Europe and Eurasia and 
ensuring that the Russian Federation plays an appropriate role in the region. 

SEC. 103. ACCELERATING IMPLEMENTATION OF EUROPEAN AND NATO MISSILE 
DEFENSE EFFORTS. 

(a) PLAN.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
President shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a plan, including a cost 
estimate, for— 

(A) accelerating the implementation of phase three of the European Phased Adaptive 
Approach for Europe-based missile defense, in order to complete such implementation of 
phase three by no later than the end of calendar year 2016, or providing alternative 
capabilities to protect key NATO allies in Europe and Eurasia, including, as appropriate, 
provision of PATRIOT, Terminal High Altitude Area Defense, or other missile defense 
systems; and 

(B) accelerating NATO’s development of an alliance missile defense capability and its 
expansion of current missile defense command, control, and communications capabilities 
to protect NATO European and Eurasian populations, territory, and forces against 
increasing missile threats. 

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 60 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
President shall begin implementation of the plan under paragraph (1). 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and every 180 days 
thereafter, the President shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a report detailing the 
specific efforts being undertaken and planned to be undertaken by the United States to implement the plan 
required by subsection (a). 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session 
S. RES. 10 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Rubio (for himself and Mr. Markey) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations

 
RESOLUTION 

 
Expressing the sense of the Senate regarding the trafficking of illicit fentanyl into the United States from 
Mexico and China. 
 
Whereas fentanyl is a synthetic opioid and the euphoric effects of fentanyl are sometimes 
indistinguishable from the euphoric effects of heroin or morphine; 
Whereas the effect of fentanyl can be up to 50 times stronger than heroin and 100 times stronger  than 
morphine; 

  
 Whereas although pharmaceutical fentanyl can be diverted for misuse, most fentanyl deaths are believed 

to be linked to illicitly manufactured fentanyl and illicit versions of chemically similar compounds known 
as fentanyl analogs (collectively referred to in this preamble as “illicit fentanyl”); 

 Whereas illicit fentanyl is potentially lethal even if only a very small quantity is ingested or inhaled; 
  
 Whereas across the United States, illicit fentanyl use and related deaths are rising at alarming rates; 
  
 Whereas illicit fentanyl is cheaper to manufacture than heroin and the sale of illicit fentanyl is highly 

profitable for drug dealers; 
  
 Whereas illicit fentanyl is sold for its heroin-like effects and illicit fentanyl is often mixed with heroin, 

cocaine, or methamphetamine as a combination product, with or without the knowledge of the user; 
  
 Whereas illicit fentanyl is often produced to physically resemble other opioid pain medicines, such as 

oxycodone, which sell for high amounts on the street; 
  
 Whereas drug users often overdose on illicit fentanyl because users are unaware that they are ingesting 

illicit fentanyl and do not anticipate the toxicity and potential lethality of illicit fentanyl; 
  
 Whereas, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, between 2013 and 2014, the death 

rate from overdoses caused by synthetic opioids, including illicit fentanyl and synthetic opioid pain 
relievers other than methadone, increased 80 percent; 

  
 Whereas, in 2015, the Drug Enforcement Administration (referred to in this preamble as the “DEA”) 

issued a National Drug Threat Assessment Summary, which found that Mexican transnational criminal 
organizations are— 

(1) one of the greatest criminal drug threats to the United States; and 
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(2) poly-drug organizations that use established transportation routes and distribution networks to 
 traffic heroin, methamphetamine, cocaine, and marijuana throughout the United States; 

  
 Whereas the 2016 National Heroin Threat Assessment Summary found that— 

 
(1) Mexican drug traffickers are expanding their operations to gain a larger share of eastern United 

 States heroin markets; and 
 
(2) the availability of heroin is increasing throughout the United States; 

 
 Whereas between 2013 and 2014, there were more than 700 fentanyl-related deaths in the United States; 
  
 Whereas the number of deaths attributable to illicit fentanyl may be significantly underreported 

because— 
 
(1) coroners and medical examiners do not test, or lack the resources to test, routinely for fentanyl; 
(2) crime laboratories lack the resources to test routinely for fentanyl; and 
(3) illicit fentanyl deaths may erroneously be attributed to heroin; 

 
 Whereas, in March 2015, the DEA issued a nationwide alert on illicit fentanyl as a threat to health and 

public safety; 
  
 Whereas illicit fentanyl has the potential to endanger public health workers, first responders, and law 

enforcement personnel who may unwittingly come into contact with illicit fentanyl by accidentally 
inhaling airborne powder; 

  
 Whereas, according to the DEA— 

 
(1) Mexico is the primary source for illicit fentanyl trafficked into the United States; and 
(2) distributors in China are the source of the fentanyl analogs and the precursor chemicals to 

 manufacture fentanyl analogs that are found in Mexico and Canada; 
  
 Whereas fentanyl produced illicitly in Mexico is— 

(1) smuggled across the southwest border of the United States, or delivered through mail and 
 express consignment couriers; and 

(2) often mixed with heroin or diluents in the United States and then distributed in the same United 
 States markets in which white powder heroin is distributed; and 

 
 Whereas United States law enforcement officials have recently seen— 

 
(1) an influx of illicit fentanyl into the United States directly from China; 
(2) shipments of the equipment to manufacture illicit fentanyl, such as pill presses; and 
(3) some illicit fentanyl products being smuggled into the United States across the northern border 

 with Canada 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session 
S. RES. 15 

 
                    IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

Mr. Paul (for himself, Mr. Daines, Mr. Moran, Mr. Sasse, Mr. Cornyn, Mr. Cruz, and Mr. Lee) 
submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

               RESOLUTION 

Expressing the sense of the Senate that the Mexico City policy should be permanently established. 

 Whereas section 104(f) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961(commonly referred to as the “Helms 
amendment”) states that no foreign assistance funds may be used to pay for the performance of abortion 
as a method of family planning or to motivate or coerce any person to practice abortions; 

 Whereas section 518 of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related Programs Appropriations 
Act, 2006 (commonly referred to as the “Siljander Amendment”) states that no foreign assistance funds 
may be used to lobby for or against abortion; 

 Whereas, in 1984, President Ronald Reagan established the “Mexico City Policy,” which prohibits 
foreign aid for family planning purposes from being given to foreign nongovernmental organizations that 
perform abortions or actively promote abortion as a method of family planning, regardless of the source 
of funding; 

 Whereas, upon assuming office on January 20, 1989, President George H.W. Bush continued to enforce 
the Mexico City Policy as established by President Reagan; 

 Whereas the Mexico City Policy was reestablished on January 22, 2001, by President George W. Bush; 
and 

 Whereas, on January 23, 2009, President Barack Obama rescinded the Mexico City Policy: Now, 
therefore, be it 

 Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that— 
  (1) the President should immediately reapply and consider improving the Mexico City Policy; 

 and 

  (2) Congress should expeditiously consider statutory changes that permanently codify the 
 Mexico City Policy or an improved version thereof. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 555 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 Mr. Flake (for himself, Mrs. Shaheen, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Coats, Mr. McCain, Mr. Rubio, 
Mr. Donnelly, Mr. Cruz, and Ms. Ayotte) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

 
A BILL 

 
 To require the Secretary of State to offer rewards for information on the kidnapping and murder of 

James Foley, Peter Kassig, Steven Sotloff, Kayla Mueller, or any other United States citizen by a 
foreign terrorist organization. 

 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America   
 in Congress assembled,  

 

SECTION 1. REWARDS AUTHORIZED. 

(a) In General.—In accordance with the Rewards for Justice program authorized under section 36(b) 
 of the State Department Basic Authorities Act of 1956, the Secretary of State shall offer a reward 
 to any individual who furnishes information leading to the arrest or conviction in any country of 
 any individual for committing, conspiring or attempting to commit, or aiding or abetting in the 
 commission of— 

  (1) the kidnapping and murder of James Foley, Peter Kassig, Steven Sotloff, or Kayla  
  Mueller; or 

 (2) the kidnapping and murder, on or after the date of the enactment of this Act, of any  
  other citizen of the United States by a foreign terrorist organization. 
(b) Limitations.— 

(1) AFFILIATES OF FOREIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS.—The Secretary of 
State shall not offer a reward under subsection (a) in connection with the kidnapping and 
murder of a citizen of the United States described in subsection (a)(2) who the Secretary 
of State determines was affiliated with or supportive of a foreign terrorist organization. 
(2) TOTAL AWARDS FOR AN INDIVIDUAL.—The total amount of rewards offered 
under subsection (a) in connection with the kidnapping and murder of any one of the 
individuals named in such subsection or any other citizen of the United States described 
in such subsection may not exceed $5,000,000. 

(c) Foreign Terrorist Organization.—The term “foreign terrorist organization” means an 
 organization designated by the Secretary of State as a foreign terrorist organization in accordance 
 with section 219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189).  
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 94 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. GRAHAM, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. RUBIO, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. SASSE, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. PORTMAN) introduced the following bill; which was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

A BILL 

To impose sanctions in response to cyber intrusions by the Government of the Russian Federation and 
other aggressive activities of the Russian Federation, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SEC. 103. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO PERSONS ENGAGING IN 
SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES UNDERMINING CYBERSECURITY AND DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall impose the sanctions described in subsection (b) with respect to 
any person that the President determines— 

(1) knowingly engages, on behalf of the Government of the Russian Federation, in significant 
activities undermining cybersecurity, through the use of computer networks or systems against 
persons or governments, that— 

(A) have a detrimental effect on public or private infrastructure of the United States or an ally 
of the United States; or 

(B) result in the compromise of democratic institutions of the United States or an ally of the 
United States; 

(2) materially assists, sponsors, or provides financial, material, or technological support for, or 
goods or services in support of, an activity described in paragraph (1); or 

(3) is owned or controlled by, or acts or purports to act for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, a 
person described in paragraph (1). 

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions described in this subsection are the following: 
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(1) ASSET BLOCKING.—The exercise of all powers granted to the President by the 
International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent necessary 
to block and prohibit all transactions in all property and interests in property of a person 
determined by the President to be subject to subsection (a) if such property and interests in 
property are in the United States, come within the United States, or are or come within the 
possession or control of a United States person. 

(2) EXCLUSION FROM THE UNITED STATES AND REVOCATION OF VISA OR OTHER 
DOCUMENTATION.—In the case of an alien determined by the President to be subject to 
subsection (a), denial of a visa to, and exclusion from the United States of, the alien, and 
revocation in accordance with section 221(i) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1201(i)), of any visa or other documentation of the alien. 

SEC. 105. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO PERSONS ENGAGING IN 
TRANSACTIONS WITH THE INTELLIGENCE OR DEFENSE SECTORS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION. 

(a) LIST REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and every 
180 days thereafter, the President shall submit to Congress a list of each person that knowingly, on 
or after such date of enactment, engages in a significant transaction with a person that is part of, or 
operates for or on behalf of, the defense or intelligence sectors of the Government of the Russian 
Federation, including the Main Intelligence Agency of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of the 
Russian Federation or the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation. 

(b) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—The President shall impose 5 or more of the sanctions described in 
subsection (c) with respect to a person on the list required by subsection (a). 

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions to be imposed with respect to a person subject to 
subsection (b) are the following: 

(1) EXPORT-IMPORT BANK ASSISTANCE FOR EXPORTS TO SANCTIONED 
PERSONS.—The President may direct the Export-Import Bank of the United States not to 
give approval to the issuance of any guarantee, insurance, extension of credit, or participation 
in the extension of credit in connection with the export of any goods or services to the person 
subject to subsection (b). 

(2) EXPORT SANCTION.—The President may order the United States Government not to 
issue any specific license and not to grant any other specific permission or authority to export 
any goods or technology to the person subject to subsection (b) under— 

 (A) the Export Administration Act of 1979 (50 U.S.C. 4601 et seq.) (as continued 
in effect pursuant to the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)); 

(B) the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.); 

(C) the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.); or 
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(D) any other statute that requires the prior review and approval of the United 
States Government as a condition for the export or reexport of goods or services. 

(3) LOANS FROM UNITED STATES FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.—The President may 
prohibit any United States financial institution from making loans or providing credits to the 
person subject to subsection (b) totaling more than $10,000,000 in any 12-month period unless 
the person is engaged in activities to relieve human suffering and the loans or credits are 
provided for such activities. 

(4) LOANS FROM INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.—The President may 
direct the United States executive director to each international financial institution to use the 
voice and vote of the United States to oppose any loan from the international financial 
institution that would benefit the person subject to subsection (b). 

(5) PROCUREMENT SANCTION.—The United States Government may not procure, or 
enter into any contract for the procurement of, any goods or services from the person subject 
to subsection (b). 

(6) FOREIGN EXCHANGE.—The President may, pursuant to such regulations as the 
President may prescribe, prohibit any transactions in foreign exchange that are subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States and in which the person subject to subsection (b) has any 
interest. 

(7) BANKING TRANSACTIONS.—The President may, pursuant to such regulations as the 
President may prescribe, prohibit any transfers of credit or payments between financial 
institutions or by, through, or to any financial institution, to the extent that such transfers or 
payments are subject to the jurisdiction of the United States and involve any interest of the 
person subject to subsection (b). 

(8) PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS.—The President may, pursuant to such regulations as the 
President may prescribe, prohibit any person from— 

(A) acquiring, holding, withholding, using, transferring, withdrawing, transporting, 
importing, or exporting any property that is subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States and with respect to which the person subject to subsection (b) has any interest; 

(B) dealing in or exercising any right, power, or privilege with respect to such property; 
or 

(C) conducting any transaction involving such property. 

SEC. 107. PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGN RELATING TO CYBERSECURITY AND 
COMBATING DISINFORMATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland Security shall conduct a series of public service 
campaigns to educate the people of the United States on threats to their cybersecurity and to urge 
better online practices to ensure the protection of private information. In conducting such 
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campaigns, the Secretary shall offer training in basic skills on fact checking news articles and media 
sources. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized to be appropriated for the 
Secretary of Homeland Security $25,000,000 for fiscal years 2018 through 2019 to carry out the 
activities set forth in subsection (a). 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S. RES. 361 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Menendez (for himself, Mr. Corker, Mr. Cardin, Mr. Perdue, Mrs. Boxer, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Markey, 
Mrs. Shaheen, Mr. Coons, Mr. Udall, and Mr. Kaine,) submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

RESOLUTION 

Urging robust funding for humanitarian relief for Syria. 
 
Whereas the conflict in Syria, which is in its fifth year, has taken the lives of over 250,000 Syrians and 
displaced millions more; 
 
Whereas the humanitarian needs for Syria are overwhelming and require a sustained, tangible response 
from the entire international community to ensure that the short- and long-term needs of the Syrian people 
are addressed; 
 
Whereas, as the short- and long-term needs of the Syrian people increase, the availability of basic services 
for the almost 4,600,000 Syrians sheltering in Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon, and other neighboring countries, 
which are already under severe strain, is diminishing; 
 
Whereas addressing the humanitarian situation in Syria and in Syrian refugee-hosting countries is an 
essential component to providing stability to the region; 
 
Whereas the Government of Kuwait, notably, hosted pledging conferences in 2013, 2014, and 2015 to 
raise funds for United Nations humanitarian appeals for Syria; 
 
Whereas the pledges to previous United Nations humanitarian appeals for Syria have failed to meet the 
humanitarian needs of the Syrian crisis, as determined by the United Nations; 
 
Whereas not all pledges are fully converted into donations, further adding to the difficulty in meeting the 
humanitarian needs of Syria; 
 
Whereas, on February 4, 2016, the Governments of the United Kingdom, Germany, Kuwait, and Norway 
hosted a fourth Syria conference in London to raise funds and support for the United Nations 
humanitarian appeal for Syria; 
 
Whereas the fourth Syria conference aimed to significantly increase funding— (1) to address the 
immediate and long-term needs of individuals affected by the Syrian conflict; and (2) to maintain pressure 
on parties to the conflict to protect civilians affected by the conflict; 
 
Whereas, as of February 2016, the United States is the largest single humanitarian donor to the Syrian 
crisis and has given over $4,500,000,000 in humanitarian relief for Syria; and 
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Whereas the United Kingdom, Kuwait, Germany, and Norway are allies of the United States and have 
demonstrated commitment to addressing the humanitarian crisis in Syria: Now, therefore, be it Resolved, 
That the Senate— 

(1) commends the Governments of the United Kingdom, Kuwait, Germany, and Norway for their 
efforts to address the humanitarian crisis in Syria, including the substantial financial 
commitments made by the Governments of the United Kingdom, Kuwait, Germany, and Norway; 
(2) encourages the international community to act with urgency— 

(A) to alleviate the humanitarian crisis in Syria and in Syrian refugee-hosting countries in 
the region; and 
(B) to support the upcoming efforts undertaken as a result of the fourth Syria conference 
in London by joining the United States and other countries with substantial pledges of 
assistance; and 

(3) urges each donor country to fulfill the United Nations pledging commitments to Syria to 
address the short- and long-term humanitarian needs of the Syrian people. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 1745 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. COONS introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations 

 
A BILL 

To promote security, stability and good governance in Somalia through a coordinated interagency strategy 
that supports the consolidation of recent security and political gains in Somalia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION. 1. REQUIREMENT OF A STRATEGY TO SUPPORT THE CONSOLIDATION OF 
SECURITY AND GOVERNANCE GAINS IN SOMALIA. 

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR STRATEGY.—Not later than 120 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the President shall submit to the appropriate committees of Congress a strategy to guide future 
United States action in support of the Government and people of Somalia to foster economic growth 
and opportunity, counter armed threats to stability, and develop credible, transparent, and 
representative government systems and institutions. 

(b) CONTENT OF STRATEGY.—The strategy required under subsection (a) should include the 
following elements: 

(1) A clearly stated policy toward Somalia on supporting the consolidation of political gains at 
the national level, while also encouraging and supporting complementary processes at the local 
and regional levels. 

(2) Measures to support the development goals identified by the people and Government of 
Somalia. 

(3) Plans for strengthening efforts by the Government of Somalia, the African Union, and 
regional governments to stabilize the security situation within Somalia and further degrade al-
Shabaab’s capabilities, in order to enable the eventual transfer of security operations to Somali 
security forces capable of— 

(A) maintaining and expanding security within Somalia; 

(B) confronting international security threats; and 

(C) preventing human rights abuses. 
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(4) Plans for supporting the development and professionalization of regionally and ethnically 
representative Somali security forces, including the infrastructure and procedures required to 
ensure chain of custody and the safe storage of military equipment and an assessment of the 
benefits and risks of the provision of weaponry to the Somali security forces by the United 
States. 

(5) A description of United States national security objectives addressed through military-to-
military cooperation activities with Somali security forces. 

(6) A description of security risks to United States personnel conducting security cooperation 
activities within Somalia and plans to assist the Somali security forces in preventing 
infiltration and insider attacks, including through the application of lessons learned in United 
States military training efforts in Afghanistan. 

(7) A description of United States tools for monitoring and responding to violations of the 
United Nations Security Council arms embargo, charcoal ban, and other international 
agreements affecting the stability of Somalia. 

(8) A description of mechanisms for coordinating United States military and non-military 
assistance with other international donors, regional governments, and relevant multilateral 
organizations. 

(9) Plans to increase United States diplomatic engagement with Somalia, including through the 
future establishment of an embassy or other diplomatic posts in Mogadishu. 

(10) Any other element the President determines appropriate. 

(c) REPORTS.—Not later than 180 days from the submission of the strategy required under 
subsection (a), and annually thereafter for three years, the President shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress an update on implementation of the strategy and progress made in Somalia 
in security, stability, development, and governance. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3400 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. MARKEY introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations 

 
A BILL 

To prohibit the conduct of a first-use nuclear strike absent a declaration of war by Congress. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON CONDUCT OF FIRST-USE NUCLEAR STRIKES. 

(a) PROHIBITION.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the President may not use the 
Armed Forces of the United States to conduct a first-use nuclear strike unless such strike is 
conducted pursuant to a declaration of war by Congress that expressly authorizes such strike. 

(b) FIRST-USE NUCLEAR STRIKE DEFINED.—In this section, the term “first-use nuclear strike” 
means an attack using nuclear weapons against an enemy that is conducted without the President 
determining that the enemy has first launched a nuclear strike against the United States or an ally of 
the United States. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session 

S. 1876 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 
Ms. Hassan (for herself, Mr. Blumenthal, Mr. Portman, Mr. Markey, Ms. Stabenow, Mrs. Gillibrand, Ms. 
Baldwin, Ms. Warren, Mr. Reed, Mr. Bennet, Mr. Schumer, Mr. Coons, Mr. Whitehouse, Mr. Boozman, 
Ms. Klobuchar, and Mr. Franken) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 

Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

A BILL 

To rename the Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking of the Department of State the Bureau to 
Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons and to provide for an Assistant Secretary to head such 
Bureau, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. REDESIGNATION OF OFFICE. 

(a) In General.—Section 105(e) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 ( 

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking “Office To Monitor And Combat Trafficking” 
and inserting “Bureau To Monitor And Combat Trafficking In Persons”; 

(2) in paragraph (1)— 

(A) in the first sentence, by striking “Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking” 
and inserting “Bureau to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons”; 

(B) in the second sentence, by striking “Office” and inserting “Bureau”; and 

(C) in the sixth sentence, by striking “Office” and inserting “Bureau”; and 

(3) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking “Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking” and 
inserting “Bureau to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons”. 

(b) Conforming Amendments.—(1) Section 112A(b)(3) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7109a(b)(3)) is amended by striking “Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking” and inserting “Bureau to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons”. 

(2) Section 113(a) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7110(a)) 
is amended by striking “Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking” and inserting 
“Bureau to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons”. 

(3) Section 105 of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7112) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking “Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking” both places it 
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appears and inserting “Bureau to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons”; 
and 

(B) in subsection (a)(2), by striking “focus of the Office” and inserting “focus of 
the Bureau”. 

(4) Section 708(a) of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4028(a)) is amended by 
striking “Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking” and inserting “Bureau to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking in Persons”. 

SEC. 2. ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE BUREAU TO MONITOR AND COMBAT 
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS. 

(a) In General.—Section 105(e) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7103(e)), as amended by section 1(a), is further amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 

(A) by striking “Director” each place it appears and inserting “Assistant 
Secretary”; and 

(B) by striking “, with the rank of Ambassador-at-Large”; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking “Director” both places it appears and inserting “Assistant 
Secretary”. 

(b) Conforming Amendments.—(1) Section 112A(b)(3) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7109a(b)(3)), as amended by section 1(b)(1), is further amended by striking 
“Director” and inserting “Assistant Secretary”. 

(2) Section 105(a)(2) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7112(a)(2)), as amended by section 1(b)(3), is further amended by striking “Director” and 
inserting “Assistant Secretary”. 

(3) Section 708(a) of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4028(a)), as amended 
by section 1(b)(4), is further amended by striking “Director” and inserting “Assistant 
Secretary”. 

(c) Increase In Authorized Assistant Secretary Positions.—(1) Section 1(c)(1) of the State 
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a(c)(1)) is amended by striking “not 
more than 24 Assistant Secretaries” and inserting “not more than 25 Assistant Secretaries”. 

(2) Section 5315 of title 5, United States Code, is amended by striking “Assistant 
Secretaries of State (24)” and inserting “Assistant Secretaries of State (25)”. 

SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

(a) Office To Monitor And Combat Trafficking.—Any reference to the Office to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking in any law, regulation, map, document, record, or other paper of the United 
States shall be deemed to be a reference to the Bureau to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in 
Persons. 

(b) Assistant Secretary Of The Bureau To Monitor And Combat Trafficking In Persons.—Any 
reference to the Director of the Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in any law, regulation, 



Foreign Relations Committee	 	 	 24	

map, document, record, or other paper of the United States shall be deemed to be a reference to the 
Assistant Secretary of the Bureau to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S. 210 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Van Hollen, (for himself, Mrs. Shaheen, Ms. Collins, Ms. Baldwin, Ms. Murkowski, Mr. Bennet, Mr. 
Blumenthal, Mr. Booker, Mr. Brown, Ms. Cantwell, Mr. Cardin, Mr. Carper, Mr. Coons, Ms. Duckworth, 
Mr. Durbin, Mrs. Feinstein, Mr. Franken, Mrs. Gillibrand, Ms. Harris, Ms. Hassan, Mr. Heinrich, Ms. 
Hirono, Mr. Kaine, Mr. King, Ms. Klobuchar, Mr. Leahy, Mr. Markey, Mr. Menendez, Mr. Merkley, Mr. 
Murphy, Mrs. Murray, Mr. Peters, Mr. Reed, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Schatz, Mr. Schumer, Ms. Stabenow, Mr. 
Tester, Mr. Udall, Ms. Warren, Mr. Warner, Mr. Whitehouse, Mr. Wyden, Ms. Cortez Masto, Mr. Nelson, 
Mr. Casey, and Mrs. McCaskill) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

 

A BILL 

To prohibit the application of certain restrictive eligibility requirements to foreign nongovernmental 
organizations with respect to the provision of assistance under part I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. ASSISTANCE FOR FOREIGN NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
UNDER PART I OF THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1961. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, regulation, or policy, in determining eligibility for 
assistance authorized under part I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.), 
foreign nongovernmental organizations— 

(1) shall not be ineligible for such assistance solely on the basis of health or medical 
services, including counseling and referral services, provided by such organizations with 
non-United States Government funds if such services do not violate the laws of the 
country in which they are being provided and would not violate United States Federal law 
if provided in the United States; and 

(2) shall not be subject to requirements relating to the use of non-United States 
Government funds for advocacy and lobbying activities other than those that apply to 
United States nongovernmental organizations receiving assistance under part I of such 
Act. 
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Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 
1 Alexander S. 2693 To ensure the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission allocates its 

resources appropriately by prioritizing complaints of discrimination 
before implementing the proposed revision of the employer information 
report EEO–1, and for other purposes. 

4 Roberts S. 241 To prohibit Federal funding of Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America. 

5 Enzi S. 51 To amend title X of the Public Health Service Act to prohibit family 
planning grants from being awarded to any entity that performs 
abortions, and for other purposes. 

6 Murkowski S. 1590 To amend the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to provide protections against 
pregnancy discrimination in the workplace, and for other purposes. 

7 Burr S. 1077 To provide for expedited development of and priority review for 
breakthrough devices. 

10 Isakson S. 849 To amend the Public Health Service Act to provide for systematic data 
collection and analysis and epidemiological research regarding Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS), Parkinson’s disease, and other neurological diseases. 

12 Kirk S. 3407 To amend the Public Health Service Act to facilitate assignment of 
military trauma care providers to civilian trauma centers in order to 
maintain military trauma readiness and to support such centers, and for 
other purposes. 

15 Moran S. 63 To clarify the rights of Indians and Indian tribes on Indian lands under 
the National Labor Relations Act. 

16 Johnson S. 204 To authorize the use of unapproved medical products by patients 
diagnosed with a terminal illness in accordance with State law, and for 
other purposes. 

18 Scott S. 2432 To amend the Public Health Service Act to require the disclosure of the 
portion of health insurance premiums attributable to the health 
insurance tax. 

20 Gardner 
 

S. 2188 To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to the 
humanitarian device exemption. 

21 Rounds S. 2796 To repeal certain obsolete laws relating to Indians. 

23 Young 
 

S. 268 To provide the legal framework necessary for the growth of innovative 
private financing options for students to fund postsecondary education, 
and for other purposes. 



Legislation Summaries 
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Democrats: 

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

26 Murray S. 1150 To provide for increases in the Federal minimum wage. 

29 Casey S. 469 

To amend title 38, United States Code, to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit an annual report regarding performance 
awards and bonuses awarded to certain high-level employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

31 Franken S. 2634 To establish an interagency One Health Program, and for other purposes. 

34 Stabenow S. 469 

To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to allow for the 
importation of affordable and safe drugs by wholesale distributors, 
pharmacies, and individuals. 

36 Bennet S. 311 
To amend the Public Health Service Act to authorize grants for training 
and support services for families and caregivers of people living with 
Alzheimer's disease or a related dementia. 

38 Whitehouse S. 194 To amend the Public Health Service Act to establish a public health 
insurance option, and for other purposes. 

41 Baldwin S. 2443 
To support the establishment of a Standards Coordinating Body in 
Regenerative Medicine and Advanced Therapies. 

43 Brown S. 206 
To amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to allow the Secretary of 
Education to award job training Federal Pell Grants. 

45 Murphy S. 4982 
To direct the Comptroller General of the United States to evaluate and 
report on the in-patient and outpatient treatment capacity, availability, 
and needs of the United States. 

47 Warren S. 1772 

To permit employees to request changes to their work schedules without 
fear of retaliation and to ensure that employers consider these requests, 
and to require employers to provide more predictable and stable 
schedules for employees in certain occupations with evidence of 
unpredictable and unstable scheduling practices that negatively affect 
employees, and for other purposes. 

49 Heitkamp S. 256 
To establish the Stop, Observe, Ask, and Respond to Health and 
Wellness Training pilot program to address human trafficking in the 
health care system. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S.2693 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

 Mr. Alexander introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

 
 To ensure the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission allocates its resources appropriately by 

prioritizing complaints of discrimination before implementing the proposed revision of the employer 
information report EEO–1, and for other purposes.  

  
SECTION 1. CONDITIONS PRECEDENT FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF PROPOSED 
REVISION OF EMPLOYER INFORMATION REPORT. 

 
 (1) The current employer information report EEO–1 requires most employers with 100 
or more employees to annually submit employment data for its workforce, categorized by 
race/ethnicity, gender, and job category, for a total of 180 combinations of data collected. 
The proposed EEO–1 report expands the data collection to include employee income and 
hours worked, for a total of 3,660 combinations of data collected. This is an increase in 
data collection  of 1,933 percent. 
(2) The primary purpose of chapter 35 of title 44, United States Code is to “minimize the 
paperwork burden … for persons resulting from the collecting of information by or for 
the Federal Government”. The staggering increase of data proposed to be collected by the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission through the proposed revision of the EEO–
1 report does not comport with that stated purpose of the Paperwork Reduction Act. 
(3) The Commission failed to provide a detailed explanation of how the Commission will 
track, verify, compile, ensure confidentiality of, and protect the new information, and 
how the Commission will use that information in enforcement efforts. 
(4) At the end of fiscal year 2015, the Commission had a pending inventory of 76,408 
charges of discrimination. During fiscal years 2014 and 2015, the Commission resolved 
the fewest number of charges since 2010, even though the charge receipts remained 
stable or declined during that time period. 

 (b) Data Collection And Report.— 
(1) LIMITATION ON IMPLEMENTATION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may not implement the proposed report 
revision until the date on which the Commission obtains approval of the related 
collection of information, at the end of the process described in paragraph (5), 
and meets the requirements of subsection (d)(2). 
(B) PRIOR IMPLEMENTATION.—If the Commission implements the proposed 
report revision before the date of enactment of this Act, the Commission shall 
cease that implementation on that date and may not resume that implementation 
or use the data collected from the revised employer information report in its 
enforcement efforts until the date described in subparagraph (A). 

 
(2) DATA COLLECTION.—The Commission shall— 

(A) on an annual basis— 
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(i) collect information from each head of a Department or Federal agency 
(referred to in this paragraph as the “Federal employee information”) that 
is the same type of employment data information as a private sector 
employer with 100 or more employees would be required to collect 
under the revised employer information report; 
(ii) verify, compile, ensure the confidentiality of, and protect the 
collected Federal employee information; and 
(iii) publish, and make publicly available, the compiled Federal 
employee information in the aggregate, and analyzed by each 
Department or Federal agency; 

(B) on an annual basis— 
(i) collect and compile information (referred to in this paragraph as the 
“Commission information”) on the number of employees and employee 
hours required to carry out subparagraph (A), the number of employees 
and employee hours that were transferred from reducing the number of 
pending charges of discrimination before the Commission to carry out 
subparagraph (A), and the cost of carrying out subparagraph (A); and 
(ii) publish, and make publicly available, the compiled Commission 
information; and 

(C) on an annual basis— 
(i) using the information obtained under subparagraph (B), calculate the 
number of Commission employees and employee hours that will be 
required for, and the cost of, tracking, verifying, compiling, ensuring 
confidentiality of, and protecting the information concerning the revised 
employer information report for private sector employers, and enforcing 
the requirements related to the report; 
(ii) using the information obtained under subparagraph (B), calculate the 
number of employees and employee hours that will be transferred from 
reducing the number of pending charges before the Commission, to carry 
out such tracking, verification, compiling, ensuring confidentiality, 
protection, and enforcement; and 
(iii) publish, and make publicly available, information specifying the 
results of the calculations described in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(3) REPORT.—The Commission shall submit to Congress, on an annual basis, a report 
containing the information published under subparagraphs (A)(iii), (B)(ii), and (C)(iii) of 
paragraph (2). 
(4) COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall develop software for archiving, 
safely storing, maintaining, retrieving, and processing the information collected 
for the revised employer information report. 
(B) COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.— 

(i) CREATION.—Once the software is fully developed and operable, the 
Commission shall create a comprehensive plan for the use of the 
information collected for the revised employer information report, 
including a detailed, comprehensive policy with specific examples 
regarding how the Commission will— 

(I) track, verify, and compile the information; 
(II) use the information in its enforcement efforts; 
(III) ensure confidentiality of the information; and 
(IV) store the information so as to ensure protection from theft 
or other public dissemination, including how the Commission 
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will enter into data sharing agreements with Departments and 
Federal agencies. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S. 241 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. Roberts (for himself, Mrs. Ernst, Mr. Cornyn, Mr. Cruz, Mr. Blunt, , Mr. Scott, Mr. Paul, Mr. 
Lankford, Mr. Moran, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Daines, Mr. Hoeven, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Sasse, Mrs. Fischer, Mr. 
Crapo, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Lee, Mr. Risch, Mr. Wicker, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Corker, Mr. Grassley, and Mr. 
Graham) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

 
To prohibit Federal funding of Planned Parenthood Federation of America. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION. 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds as follows: 
(1) State and county health departments, community health centers, hospitals, physicians 
offices, and other entities currently provide, and will continue to provide, health services 
to women. Such health services include relevant diagnostic laboratory and radiology 
services, well-child care, prenatal and postpartum care, immunization, family planning 
services including contraception, sexually transmitted disease testing, cervical and breast 
cancer screenings, and referrals. 
(2) Many such entities provide services to all persons, regardless of the person’s ability to 

pay, and provide services in medically underserved areas and to medically underserved 
populations. 
(3) All funds no longer available to Planned Parenthood will continue to be made 
available to other eligible entities to provide women’s health care services. 

 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION. 
 

(a) In General.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no Federal funds may be made 
available to Planned Parenthood Federation of America, or to any of its affiliates, subsidiaries, 
successors, or clinics. 
(b) Rules Of Construction.—Nothing in this Act shall be construed to— 

(1) affect any limitation contained in an appropriations Act relating to abortion; or 
(2) reduce overall Federal funding available in support of women’s health. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session 

S. 51 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

 Mr. Enzi introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To amend title X of the Public Health Service Act to prohibit family planning grants from being awarded 
to any entity that performs abortions, and for other purposes. 

 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, 
 
SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON ABORTION. 

Title X of the Public Health Service Act is amended by adding at the end the following: 
 

“SEC. 1009. ADDITIONAL PROHIBITION REGARDING ABORTION. 
“(a) Prohibition.—The Secretary shall not provide any assistance under this title to an 
entity unless the entity certifies that, during the period of such assistance, the entity will 
not perform, and will not provide any funds to any other entity that performs, an abortion. 
“(b) Exception.—Subsection (a) does not apply with respect to an abortion where— 

“(1) the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest; or 
“(2) a physician certifies that the woman suffers from a physical disorder, 
physical injury, or physical illness that would place the woman in danger of death 
unless an abortion is performed, including a life-threatening physical condition 
caused by or arising from the pregnancy itself. 

“(c) Hospitals.—Subsection (a) does not apply with respect to a hospital, so long as such 
hospital does not, during the period of assistance described in subsection (a), provide 
funds to any non-hospital entity that performs an abortion (other than an abortion 
described in subsection (b)). 
“(d) Annual Report.—Not later than 60 days after the date of the enactment of the Title X 
Abortion Provider Prohibition Act, and annually thereafter, for the fiscal year involved, 
the Secretary shall submit a report to the Congress containing— 

“(1) a list of each entity receiving a grant under this title; 
“(2) for each such entity performing abortions under the exceptions described in 
subsection (b)— 

“(A) the total number of such abortions; 
“(B) the number of such abortions where the pregnancy is the result of 
rape; 
“(C) the number of such abortions where the pregnancy is the result of 
incest; and 
“(D) the number of such abortions where a physician provides a 
certification described in subsection (b)(2); 

“(3) a statement of the date of the latest certification under subsection (a) for each 
entity receiving a grant under this title; and 
“(4) a list of each entity to which an entity described in paragraph (1) makes 
available funds received through a grant under this title. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S. 1590 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Ms. Murkowski (for herself, Mr. Alexander, Mrs. Fischer, Mr. Kirk, and Mr. Grassley) introduced the 
following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to provide protections against pregnancy discrimination in the 
workplace, and for other purposes. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION. 1. PROTECTIONS AGAINST PREGNANCY DISCRIMINATION IN THE 
WORKPLACE. 

Section 701(k) of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e(k)) is amended— 
(1) in the first sentence, by striking “as other persons not so affected but similar in their 
ability” and inserting “as any other applicants for employment with, or employees 
employed by, the same employer, in work that is performed under similar working 
conditions, who are not so affected but similar in their temporary ability”; and 
(2) by inserting after the first sentence the following: “This subsection shall not permit 
any labor organization, or agent of such labor organization, representing employees of an 
employer having employees subject to any provision of this title, directly or through any 
collective bargaining agreement (agreed to by the labor organization, or agent of such 
labor organization, and such employer), to cause or attempt to cause such employer to 
commit an unlawful employment practice against an employee in violation of this 
subsection.”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee  7	

115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 1077 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BURR (for himself, Mr. BENNET, Mr. HATCH, and Mr. DONNELLY) introduced the following bill; 
which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To provide for expedited development of and priority review for breakthrough devices. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. EXPEDITED DEVELOPMENT OF AND PRIORITY REVIEW FOR 
BREAKTHROUGH DEVICES. 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section is to encourage the Secretary, and provide the Secretary 
with sufficient authority, to apply efficient and flexible approaches to expedite the development of, 
and prioritize the Food and Drug Administration's review of, devices that represent breakthrough 
technologies. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall establish a program to expedite the 
development of and provide for the priority review for devices, as determined by the Secretary— 

(1) that provide for more effective treatment or diagnosis of life-threatening or irreversibly 
debilitating human disease or conditions; and 

(2) (A) that represent breakthrough technologies; 

(B) for which no approved or cleared alternatives exist; 

(C) that offer significant advantages over existing approved or cleared alternatives, including 
the potential, compared to existing approved alternatives, to reduce or eliminate the need for 
hospitalization, improve patient quality of life, facilitate patients’ ability to manage their own 
care (such as through self-directed personal assistance), or establish long-term clinical 
efficiencies; or 

(D) the availability of which is in the best interest of patients. 

(c) REQUEST FOR DESIGNATION.—A sponsor of a device may request that the Secretary designate 
such device for expedited development and priority review under this section. Any such request for 
designation may be made at any time prior to the submission of an application under section 515(c) 
or a petition for classification under section 513(f)(2). 

(d) DESIGNATION PROCESS.— 



Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee  8	

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 calendar days after the receipt of a request under 
subsection (c), the Secretary shall determine whether the device that is the subject of the 
request meets the criteria described in subsection (b). If the Secretary determines that the 
device meets the criteria, the Secretary shall designate the device for expedited development 
and priority review. 

(2) REVIEW.—Review of a request under subsection (c) shall be undertaken by a team that is 
composed of experienced staff and senior managers of the Food and Drug Administration. 

(3) WITHDRAWAL.—The Secretary may not withdraw a designation granted under this 
section on the basis of the criteria under subsection (b) no longer applying because of the 
subsequent clearance or approval of another device that— 

(A) was designated under this section; or 

(B) was given priority review under section 515(d)(5), as in effect prior to the date of 
enactment of the Advancing Breakthrough Devices for Patients Act of 2016. 

(e) EXPEDITED DEVELOPMENT AND PRIORITY REVIEW.— 

(1) ACTIONS.—For purposes of expediting the development and review of devices designated 
under subsection (d) the Secretary shall— 

(A) assign a team of staff, including a team leader with appropriate subject matter 
expertise and experience, for each device for which a request is submitted under 
subsection (c); 

(B) provide for oversight of the team by senior agency personnel to facilitate the efficient 
development of the device and the efficient review of any submission described in 
subsection (c) for the device; 

(C) adopt an efficient process for timely dispute resolution; 

(D) provide for interactive and timely communication with the sponsor of the device 
during the development program and review process; 

(E) expedite the Secretary’s review of manufacturing and quality systems compliance, as 
applicable; 

(F) disclose to the sponsor, not less than 5 business days in advance, the topics of any 
consultation the Secretary intends to undertake with external experts or an advisory 
committee concerning the sponsor’s device and provide the sponsor the opportunity to 
recommend such external experts; 

(G) provide for advisory committee input, as the Secretary determines appropriate 
(including in response to the request of the sponsor) for applications submitted under 
section 515(c); and 
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(H) assign staff to be available within a reasonable time to address questions by 
institutional review committees concerning the conditions and clinical testing 
requirements applicable to the investigational use of the device pursuant to an exemption 
under section 520(g). 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 849 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. VITTER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. WICKER, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. COONS, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. KIRK, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. REED, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. PETERS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. NELSON, and Mr. BOOZMAN) introduced the 
following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend the Public Health Service Act to provide for systematic data collection and analysis and 
epidemiological research regarding Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Parkinson’s disease, and other neurological 
diseases. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. ADVANCING RESEARCH FOR NEUROLOGICAL DISEASES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may improve the collection of epidemiological and surveillance 
data on neurological diseases (including, for purposes of this section, both neurological diseases and 
neurological conditions), which may include the incorporation of such data into a registry, to 
facilitate research and improve public health, including, as appropriate, by leveraging existing 
surveillance activities and registries established under this Act. 

(b) CONTENT.—In carrying out subsection (a), the Secretary— 

(1) shall provide for the collection and storage of information to better describe the incidence 
and prevalence of neurological diseases in the United States identified under paragraph (2); 

(2) shall initially identify and focus on up to five neurological diseases that available data 
indicate are the most prevalent or present a significant public health burden; 

(3) shall identify, build upon, leverage, and coordinate among existing data and surveillance 
systems, surveys, registries, and other existing Federal public health and infrastructure 
wherever possible; 

(4) shall ensure that any neurological disease surveillance activities conducted pursuant to this 
section, including any such registry, are designed in a manner that facilitates research on 
neurological diseases; 

(5) shall, to the extent practicable, provide for the collection and storage of information 
relevant to the identified neurological diseases, such as— 
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(A) demographics, such as age, race, ethnicity, sex, geographic location, and family 
history, and other information, as appropriate; 

(B) risk factors that may be associated with certain neurological diseases; and 

(C) diagnosis and progression markers; 

(6) may provide for the collection and storage of additional information relevant to analysis on 
neurological diseases, such as information regarding— 

(A) the natural history of the diseases; 

(B) the prevention, detection, management, and treatments or treatment approaches for 
the diseases; and 

(C) the development of outcomes measures; and 

(7) may address issues identified during the consultation process described in subsection (c). 

(c) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this section, the Secretary shall consult with experts, who may 
include— 

(1) epidemiologists with experience in disease surveillance or registries; 

(2) representatives of national and voluntary health associations that focus on neurological 
diseases and have demonstrated experience in research, care, or patient services; 

(3) health information technology experts or other information management specialists; 

(4) clinicians with expertise in neurological diseases; and 

(5) research scientists with experience conducting translational research or utilizing 
surveillance systems or registries for scientific research purposes. 

(d) GRANTS.—The Secretary may award grants to, or enter into contracts or cooperative agreements 
with, public or private nonprofit entities to carry out activities under this section. 

(e) COORDINATION WITH OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Consistent with applicable privacy laws, 
the Secretary shall make information and analysis pertaining to information collected under this 
section available, as appropriate, to relevant Federal departments and agencies. 

(f) ACCESS FOR BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH.—The Secretary shall make data collected under this 
section available for purposes of biomedical research as determined appropriate by the Secretary, to 
the extent permitted by applicable laws, and in a manner that protects personal privacy.  
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3407 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. CORNYN) introduced the following bill; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To amend the Public Health Service Act to facilitate assignment of military trauma care providers to 
civilian trauma centers in order to maintain military trauma readiness and to support such centers, and for 
other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PARTNERSHIP FOR TRAUMA READINESS 
GRANT PROGRAM. 

 (a) MILITARY TRAUMA TEAM PLACEMENT PROGRAM.— 

 (1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting through the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness 
and Response and in consultation with the Secretary of Defense, shall award grants to not more 
than 20 eligible high acuity trauma centers to enable military trauma teams to provide, on a 
full-time basis, trauma care and related acute care at such trauma centers. 

(2) LIMITATIONS.—In the case of a grant awarded under paragraph (1) to an eligible high 
acuity trauma center, such grant— 

(A) shall be for a period of not fewer than 3 fiscal years and not more than 5 fiscal years 
(and may be renewed at the end of such period); and 

(B) shall be in an amount that does not exceed $1,000,000 per fiscal year. 

(b) MILITARY TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER PLACEMENT PROGRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting through the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness 
and Response and in consultation with the Secretary of Defense, shall award grants to eligible 
trauma centers to enable military trauma care providers to provide trauma care and related 
acute care at such trauma centers. 

(2) LIMITATIONS.—In the case of a grant awarded under paragraph (1) to an eligible trauma 
center, such grant— 

(A) shall be for a period of at least 1 fiscal year and not more than 3 fiscal years (and may 
be renewed at the end of such period); 
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(B) shall be in an amount that does not exceed, in a fiscal year— 

(i) $100,000 for each military trauma care provider that is a physician at such 
eligible trauma center; and 

(ii) $50,000 for each other military trauma care provider at such eligible trauma 
center. 

(1) REPORT TO THE SECRETARY AND THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—Each 
eligible trauma center or eligible high acuity trauma center awarded a grant under subsection 
(a) or (b) for a fiscal year shall submit to the Secretary and the Secretary of Defense a report 
for such fiscal year that includes information on— 

(A) the number and types of trauma cases managed by military trauma teams or military 
trauma care providers pursuant to such grant during such fiscal year; 

(B) the financial impact of such grant on the trauma center; 

(C) the educational impact on resident trainees in centers where military trauma teams are 
assigned; 

(D) any research conducted during such fiscal year supported by such grant; and 

(E) any other information required by the Secretaries for the purpose of evaluating the 
effect of such grant. 

 (e) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this part: 

(1) ELIGIBLE TRAUMA CENTER.—The term ‘eligible trauma center’ means a Level I, II, 
or III trauma center that satisfies each of the following: 

(A) Such trauma center has an agreement with the Secretary of Defense to enable military 
trauma care providers to provide trauma care and related acute care at such trauma center. 

(B) Such trauma center utilizes a risk-adjusted benchmarking system to measure 
performance and outcomes, such as the Trauma Quality Improvement Program of the 
American College of Surgeons. 

(C) Such trauma center demonstrates a need for integrated military trauma care providers 
to maintain or improve the trauma clinical capability of such trauma center. 

(2) ELIGIBLE HIGH ACUITY TRAUMA CENTER.—The term ‘eligible high acuity trauma 
center’ means a Level I trauma center that satisfies each of the following: 

(A) Such trauma center has an agreement with the Secretary of Defense to enable military 
trauma teams to provide trauma care and related acute care at such trauma center. 

(B) At least 20 percent of patients of such trauma center in the most recent 3-month 
period for which data is available are treated for a major trauma at such trauma center. 
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(C) Such trauma center utilizes a risk-adjusted benchmarking system to measure 
performance and outcomes, such as the Trauma Quality Improvement Program of the 
American College of Surgeons. 

(D) Such trauma center is an academic training center— 

(i) affiliated with a medical school; 

(ii) that maintains residency programs and fellowships in critical trauma specialties 
and subspecialties, and provides education and supervision of military trauma team 
members according to those specialties and subspecialties; and 

 (iii) that undertakes research in the prevention and treatment of traumatic injury. 

 (E) Such trauma center serves as a disaster response leader for its community, such as by 
participating in a partnership for State and regional hospital preparedness established 
under section 319C–2. 

(3) MAJOR TRAUMA.—The term ‘major trauma’ means an injury that is greater than or 
equal to 15 on the injury severity score. 

(4) MILITARY TRAUMA TEAM.—The term ‘military trauma team’ means a complete 
military trauma team consisting of military trauma care providers. 

(5) MILITARY TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER.—The term ‘military trauma care provider’ 
means a member of the Armed Forces who furnishes emergency, critical care, and other 
trauma acute care, including a physician, military surgeon, physician assistant, nurse, 
respiratory therapist, flight paramedic, combat medic, or enlisted medical technician. 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021, there are 
authorized to be appropriated— 

 (1) $20,000,000 for carrying out subsection (a); and 

 (2) $20,000,000 for carrying out subsection (b).”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 63 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. JOHNSON, 
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. RISCH) introduced the following bill; 
which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

 
A BILL 

To clarify the rights of Indians and Indian tribes on Indian lands under the National Labor Relations Act. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. DEFINITION OF EMPLOYER. 

Section 2 of the National Labor Relations Act (29 U.S.C. 152) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2), by inserting “or any Indian tribe, or any enterprise or institution owned 
and operated by an Indian tribe and located on its Indian lands,” after “subdivision thereof,”; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 

“(15) The term ‘Indian tribe’ means any Indian tribe, band, nation, pueblo, or other organized 
group or community which is recognized as eligible for the special programs and services 
provided by the United States to Indians because of their status as Indians. 

“(16) The term ‘Indian’ means any individual who is a member of an Indian tribe. 

“(17) The term ‘Indian lands’ means— 

“(A) all lands within the limits of any Indian reservation; 

“(B) any lands title to which is either held in trust by the United States for the benefit of 
any Indian tribe or individual or held by any Indian tribe or individual subject to 
restriction by the United States against alienation; and 

“(C) any lands in the State of Oklahoma that are within the boundaries of a former 
reservation (as defined by the Secretary of the Interior) of a federally recognized Indian 
tribe.”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 204 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. COCHRAN, 
Mr. CORKER, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. ENZI, 
Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HELLER, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, 
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PERDUE, 
Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SASSE, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. TOOMEY, 
Mr. WICKER, and Mr. YOUNG) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To authorize the use of unapproved medical products by patients diagnosed with a terminal illness in 
accordance with State law, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. USE OF UNAPPROVED MEDICAL PRODUCTS BY PATIENTS DIAGNOSED 
WITH A TERMINAL ILLNESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et 
seq.), the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), and any other provision of Federal law, 
the Federal Government shall not take any action to prohibit or restrict— 

(1) the production, manufacture, distribution, prescribing, or dispensing of an experimental 
drug, biological product, or device that— 

(A) is intended to treat a patient who has been diagnosed with a terminal illness; and 

(B) is authorized by, and in accordance with, State law; and 

(2) the possession or use of an experimental drug, biological product, or device— 

(A) that is described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1); and 

(B) for which the patient has received a certification from a physician, who is in good 
standing with the physician's certifying organization or board, that the patient has 
exhausted, or otherwise does not meet qualifying criteria to receive, any other available 
treatment options. 

(b) NO LIABILITY OR USE OF OUTCOMES.— 
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(1) NO LIABILITY.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no liability shall lie against 
a producer, manufacturer, distributor, prescriber, dispenser, possessor, or user of an 
experimental drug, biological product, or device for the production, manufacture, distribution, 
prescribing, dispensing, possession, or use of an experimental drug, biological product, or 
device that is in compliance with subsection (a). 

(2) NO USE OF OUTCOMES.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the outcome of 
any production, manufacture, distribution, prescribing, dispensing, possession, or use of an 
experimental drug, biological product, or device that was done in compliance with subsection 
(a) shall not be used by a Federal agency reviewing the experimental drug, biological product, 
or device to delay or otherwise adversely impact review or approval of such experimental drug, 
biological product, or device. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT.—The term “biological product” has the meaning given to such 
term in section 351 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262). 

(2) DEVICE; DRUG.—The terms “device” and “drug” have the meanings given to such terms 
in section 201 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321). 

(3) EXPERIMENTAL DRUG, BIOLOGICAL PRODUCT, OR DEVICE.—The term 
“experimental drug, biological product, or device” means a drug, biological product, or device 
that— 

(A) has successfully completed a phase 1 clinical investigation; 

(B) remains under investigation in a clinical trial approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration; and 

(C) is not approved, licensed, or cleared for commercial distribution under section 505, 
510(k), or 515 of the Federal Food, Drug, or Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355, 360(k), 
360(e)) or section 351 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262). 

(4) PHASE 1 CLINICAL INVESTIGATION.—The term “phase 1 clinical investigation” 
means a phase 1 clinical investigation, as described in section 312.21 of title 21, Code of 
Federal Regulations (or any successor regulations). 

(5) TERMINAL ILLNESS.—The term “terminal illness” has the meaning given to such term 
in the State law specified in subsection (a)(1)(B). 
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115TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION 
S. 2432 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. SCOTT (for himself and Mr. BARRASSO) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To amend the Public Health Service Act to require the disclosure of the portion of health insurance 
premiums attributable to the health insurance tax. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. DISCLOSURE OF PORTION OF PREMIUM ATTRIBUTABLE TO HEALTH 
INSURANCE TAX. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) The health insurance tax under section 9010 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) is one of the largest tax increases under the ACA. In the most recent Budget and 
Economic Outlook, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) projected that the health insurance 
tax will accrue $159,000,000,000 over 10 years (2016–2025) through yearly, increasing fees 
on most health insurance providers. 

(2) According to the CBO, new fees under the ACA—including the health insurance tax—
“would be largely passed through to consumers in the form of higher premiums for private 
coverage”. 

(3) Families and small businesses are frequently unaware that their premium payments are 
higher due to the health insurance tax. 

(b) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this Act to provide consumers with a transparent account of the 
portion of their premium that is attributable to the health insurance tax under section 9010 of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

(c) DISCLOSURE.—Subpart 1 of part A of title XXVII of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
300gg et seq.) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating the second section 2709 (42 U.S.C. 300gg–9) (relating to disclosure of 
information) as section 2709–1; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
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“SEC. 2709–2. DISCLOSURE OF PORTION OF PREMIUM ATTRIBUTABLE TO HEALTH 
INSURANCE TAX. 

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Each covered entity shall disclose to any individual or employer who pays a 
premium for health insurance in the individual or group market the portion of such premium which 
is attributable to the fee imposed under section 9010 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act. 

“(b) MANNER OF DISCLOSURE.— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), in any case in which the covered 
entity provides a monthly or annual premium statement or bill, the disclosure made under 
subsection (a) shall be made on such statement or bill. 

“(2) GROUP MARKET.—In the case of a covered entity that provides coverage in the large 
group market or small group market (as defined in section 2791(e)), the disclosure made under 
subsection (a) may be made to the employer who maintains such plan. 

“(c) PROHIBITION ON REGULATIONS.—The Secretary may not promulgate regulations with respect 
to the form or manner of any disclosure required under this section. 

“(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section, the terms ‘covered entity’ and ‘health insurance’ 
have the meaning given such terms under section 9010 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act.”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2188 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr. DONNELLY) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to the humanitarian device exemption. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. HUMANITARIAN DEVICE EXEMPTION APPLICATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 520(m) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360j) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking “fewer than 4,000” and inserting “not more than 8,000”; 

(2) in paragraph (2)(A) by striking “fewer than 4,000” and inserting “not more than 8,000”; 
and 

(3) in paragraph (6)(A)(ii), by striking “4,000” and inserting “8,000”. 

(b) GUIDANCE DOCUMENT ON PROBABLE BENEFIT.—Not later than 18 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, acting through the 
Commissioner of Food and Drugs, shall publish a draft guidance document that defines the criteria 
for establishing “probable benefit” as that term is used in section 520(m)(2)(C) of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360j(m)(2)(C)). 

(c) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Five years after the date of enactment of this Act and every 5 years 
thereafter, the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall submit to Congress a report on the 
effect of the amendments made by subsection (a). 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2796 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. ROUNDS introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs 

 
A BILL 

To repeal certain obsolete laws relating to Indians. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. REPEAL OF CERTAIN OBSOLETE LAWS RELATING TO INDIANS. 

(1) Section 2080 of the Revised Statutes (25 U.S.C. 72) is repealed. 

(2) Section 2100 of the Revised Statutes (25 U.S.C. 127) is repealed. 

(3) Section 2 of the Act of March 3, 1875 (18 Stat. 449, chapter 132; 25 U.S.C. 128) is 
repealed. 

(4) The first section of the Act of March 3, 1875 (18 Stat. 424, chapter 132; 25 U.S.C. 129) is 
amended under the heading “CHEYENNES AND ARAPAHOES.” by striking “; that the 
Secretary of the Interior be authorized to withhold, from any tribe of Indians who may hold 
any captives other than Indians, any moneys due them from the United States until said 
captives shall be surrendered to the lawful authorities of the United States”. 

(5) Section 2087 of the Revised Statutes (25 U.S.C. 130) is repealed. 

(6) Section 3 of the Act of March 3, 1875 (18 Stat. 449, chapter 132; 25 U.S.C. 137) is 
repealed. 

(7) Section 2101 of the Revised Statutes (25 U.S.C. 138) is repealed. 

(8) Section 7 of the Act of June 23, 1879 (21 Stat. 35, chapter 35; 25 U.S.C. 273) is repealed. 

(9) The Act of July 31, 1882 (22 Stat. 181, chapter 363; 25 U.S.C. 276) is repealed. 

(10) The first section of the Act of March 3, 1893 (27 Stat. 612, chapter 209) is amended— 

(A) under the heading “MISCELLANEOUS SUPPORTS.” (27 Stat. 628; 25 U.S.C. 283), 
by striking the last 2 undesignated paragraphs; and 
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(B) under the heading “FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS.” (27 Stat. 635; 25 U.S.C. 283), 
by striking the second undesignated paragraph. 

(11) Section 18 of the Act of June 23, 1913 (38 Stat. 96, chapter 4; 25 U.S.C. 285) is amended 
by striking the tenth undesignated paragraph. 

(12) The Act of June 21, 1906 (34 Stat. 325, chapter 3504) is amended under the heading 
“COMMISSIONER.” under the heading “I. GENERAL PROVISIONS.” (34 Stat. 328; 25 
U.S.C. 302) by striking the fourth undesignated paragraph. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 268 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mr. RUBIO) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To provide the legal framework necessary for the growth of innovative private financing options for 
students to fund postsecondary education, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION OF INCOME SHARE AGREEMENTS 

 
SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) STATE.—The term “State” includes, in addition to the several States of the Union, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia, Guam, American Samoa, the Virgin 
Islands, the government of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Islands. 

(2) STATE LAW.—The term “State law” means any law, decision, rule, regulation, or other 
action having the effect of a law of any State or any political subdivision of a State, or any 
agency or instrumentality of a State or political subdivision of a State, except that a law of the 
United States applicable only to the District of Columbia shall be treated as a State law (rather 
than a law of the United States). 

SEC. 102. PURPOSE; LAWFULNESS OF INSTRUMENTS; PREEMPTION OF STATE LAW. 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this title is to authorize individuals to enter into income share 
agreements for the purposes of obtaining funds for postsecondary education in exchange for 
agreeing to pay to the holder of the contract a specified percentage of the future income of the 
individual. 

(b) LAWFULNESS OF CONTRACTS; PREEMPTION.—Any income share agreement that complies with 
the requirements of section 103 shall be a valid, binding, and enforceable contract notwithstanding 
any State law limiting or otherwise regulating assignments of future wages or other income. 

SEC. 103. TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF INCOME SHARE AGREEMENT CONTRACTS. 

(a) TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF AGREEMENTS.—An income share agreement complies with the 
requirements of this section if the contract complies with each of the following conditions: 
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(1) SPECIFIED PERCENTAGE OF INCOME.—The income share agreement shall specify 
the percentage of future income that the individual subject to the agreement will be obligated 
to pay, except that the agreement shall provide for that any year covered by the agreement 
during which the individual has an income that is less than $15,000 (adjusted each year to 
reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers published by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor for the most recent 12-month period for which 
the data are available) the individual shall not be required to pay for that year any portion of 
the income of the individual. 

(2) DEFINITION OF INCOME.—An income share agreement shall specify the definition of 
income to be used for purposes of calculating the obligation of the individual under the 
contract. 

(3) ANNUAL LIMITATION ON OBLIGATION.—The percentage of income required under 
the income share agreement to be paid by the individual subject to the agreement may not 
exceed a percentage such that, when multiplied by $15,000, the product exceeds the aggregate 
amount of periodic payments of principal and interest that would be required to be paid during 
a 12-month period under a comparable loan that bears interest at a fixed annual rate of 20 
percent. 

(4) AGGREGATE LIMITATION ON OBLIGATION.—No eligible individual may enter into 
any income share agreement if the total percentage of the future income of the individual that 
the individual agrees to pay under that contract, and any other income share agreements of the 
individual, exceeds 15 percent of the future income. 

(5) TIME-BASED LIMITATION ON OBLIGATION.— 

(A) LIMITATION.—The income share agreement may not provide for the individual 
subject to the agreement to assume a commitment to pay future income having a 
commitment factor, that when added to the commitment factors for any other income 
share agreements to which the individual is subject, equals a sum that exceeds the 
maximum commitment factor. 

(B) COMMITMENT FACTOR.—As used in this paragraph, the term “commitment 
factor” means, with respect to an income share agreement, the product of— 

(i) the percentage (expressed as a decimal) of the future income required to be paid 
during the period covered by the income share agreement; and 

(ii) the remaining number of years under the agreement that future income is 
required to be paid at such percentage. 

(C) MAXIMUM COMMITMENT FACTOR.—As used in this paragraph, the term 
“maximum commitment factor” means, with respect to an income share agreement, 2.25 
(which figure is the product of 7.5 percent and the number of years in the longest 
allowable contract under paragraph (6)). 
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(6) EXTENSION OF PERIOD.—The income share agreement may provide that the period 
covered by the income share agreement may be extended by a number of years that is equal to 
the number of years during which the agreement is in force for which the annual income of the 
individual is below the dollar amount specified in paragraph (1). 

(7) EARLY TERMINATION.—The income share agreement shall specify the terms and 
conditions by which the individual subject to the agreement may extinguish the obligations of 
the individual under the agreement before the end of the payment period specified in the 
agreement and any application extension provided for in the agreement pursuant to paragraph 
(6). 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session 

S. 1150 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mrs. Murray (for herself, Mr. Durbin, Ms. Mikulski, Mrs. Boxer, Mr. Blumenthal, Mr. Markey, 
Mr. Casey, Mr. Murphy, Ms. Stabenow, Mr. Brown, Mr. Peters, Mr. Schumer, Mr. Leahy, 
Mrs. Shaheen, Mr. Reid, Mr. Schatz, Mr. Heinrich, Mr. Wyden, Mr. Booker, Mr. Merkley, 
Ms. Hirono, Mr. Reed, Mr. Franken, Mrs. Gillibrand, Mr. Cardin, Ms. Cantwell, Ms. Warren, 
Mr. Udall, Ms. Baldwin, Mr. Kaine, Mrs. Feinstein, Mr. Whitehouse, and Ms. Klobuchar) introduced 
the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To provide for increases in the Federal minimum wage. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
 SECTION 1. MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES. 

(a) Minimum Wage.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6(a)(1) of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 is amended 
to read as follows: 

“(1) except as otherwise provided in this section, not less than— 

“(A) $8.00 an hour, beginning on January 1, 2016, or the first day of the 
third month that begins after the date of enactment of the Raise the Wage 
Act, whichever date is later; 

“(B) $9.00 an hour, beginning 1 year after the date the wage specified in 
subparagraph (A) takes effect; 

“(C) $10.00 an hour, beginning 2 years after such date; 

“(D) $11.00 an hour, beginning 3 years after such date; 

“(E) $12.00 an hour, beginning 4 years after such date; and 

“(F) beginning on the date that is 5 years after such date, and annually 
thereafter, the amount determined by the Secretary pursuant to 
subsection (h);”. 
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 (2) DETERMINATION BASED ON INCREASE IN THE MEDIAN HOURLY WAGE  
  OF  

“(A) not less than the amount in effect under subsection (a)(1) on the 
date of such determination; 

“(B) increased from such amount by the annual percentage increase in 
the median hourly wage of all employees as determined by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics; and 

“(C) rounded to the nearest multiple of $0.05. 

“(2) In calculating the annual percentage increase in the median hourly wage of 
all employees for purposes of paragraph (1)(B), the Secretary through the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics shall compile data on the hourly wages of all employees to 
determine such a median hourly wage and compare such median hourly wage for 
the most recent year for which data are available with the median hourly wage 
determined for the preceding year.”. 

(b) Base Minimum Wage For Tipped Employees.—Section 3(m)(1) of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 is amended to read as follows: 

“(1) the cash wage paid such employee, which for purposes of such determination shall 
be not less than— 

“(A) for the 1-year period beginning on January 1, 2016, or the first day of the 
third month that begins after the date of enactment of the Raise the Wage Act, 
whichever date is later, $3.15 an hour; 

“(B) for each succeeding 1-year period until the hourly wage under this 
paragraph equals the wage in effect under section 6(a)(1) for such period, an 
hourly wage equal to the amount determined under this paragraph for the 
preceding year, increased by the lesser of— 

“(C) for each succeeding 1-year period after the year in which the hourly wage 
under this paragraph first equals the wage in effect under section 6(a)(1) for the 
same period, the amount necessary to ensure that the wage in effect under this 
paragraph remains equal to the wage in effect under section 6(a)(1), rounded to 
the nearest multiple of $0.05; and”. 

(c) Scheduled Repeal Of Separate Minimum Wage For Tipped Employees.— 

(1) TIPPED EMPLOYEES.—Effective on the date described in paragraph (3), 
section 3(m) of  the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, as amended by 
subsections (b) and (c), is amended by  striking the sentence beginning with “In 
determining the wage an employer is required to pay a  tipped employee,” and 
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all that follows through “of this subsection.” and inserting “The wage required to 
be paid to a tipped employee shall be the wage set forth in section 6(a)(1).”. 

(2) PUBLICATION OF NOTICE.—Effective on the date described in paragraph 
(3), section 6(i) of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, as added by subsection 
(e), is amended by striking “or required for tipped employees” and all that 
follows through “(as applicable)”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 114 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. HELLER) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Health Education, Labor, and Pension 

 
A BILL 

To amend title 38, United States Code, to require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to submit an annual 
report regarding performance awards and bonuses awarded to certain high-level employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. ANNUAL REPORT ON PERFORMANCE AWARDS AND BONUSES AWARDED 
TO CERTAIN HIGH-LEVEL EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 7 of title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the 
following new section: 

 “§ 714. Annual report on performance awards and bonuses awarded to certain high-level 
employees 

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after the end of each fiscal year, the Secretary shall 
submit to the appropriate committees of Congress a report that contains, for the most recent fiscal 
year ending before the submittal of the report, a description of the performance awards and bonuses 
awarded to Regional Office Directors of the Department, Directors of Medical Centers of the 
Department, and Directors of Veterans Integrated Service Networks. 

“(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report submitted under subsection (a) shall include the following with 
respect to each performance award or bonus awarded to an individual described in such subsection: 

“(1) The amount of each award or bonus. 

“(2) The job title of the individual awarded the award or bonus. 

“(3) The location where the individual awarded the award or bonus works. 

“(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—In this section, the term ‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’ means— 

“(1) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; 
and 
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“(2) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives.”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2634 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. FRANKEN introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To establish an interagency One Health Program, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. INTERAGENCY ONE HEALTH PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, acting through the National Science and Technology Council, 
shall coordinate and support a national, interagency One Health Program to address infectious 
diseases in animals and the environment, and to help prevent the transmission of known and 
emerging infectious diseases between animal populations and human populations. 

(b) NATIONAL ONE HEALTH FRAMEWORK.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, the Director 
of the Office of Science and Technology Policy, in cooperation with the National Science and 
Technology Council, shall develop and submit to Congress a One Health Framework (referred 
to in this section as the “framework”) for coordinated Federal activities under the One Health 
Program. 

(2) CONTENTS OF FRAMEWORK.—The framework described in paragraph (1) shall 
describe existing efforts and contain recommendations for building upon and complementing 
the activities of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food and Drug 
Administration, the Department of Agriculture, the United States Agency for International 
Development, the Environmental Protection Agency, the National Institutes of Health, the 
Department of Homeland Security, the Department of the Interior, and other departments and 
agencies, as appropriate, and shall— 

(A) identify and describe, as appropriate, activities of Federal agencies and departments 
under the One Health Program; 

(B) for the 10-year period beginning in the year the framework is submitted, establish 
Federal goals and priorities that most effectively advance— 

(i) scientific understanding of the connections between human, animal, and 
environmental health; and 

(ii) workforce development to prevent and respond to zoonotic disease outbreaks in 
animals and humans; 

(C) describe specific activities required to achieve the goals and priorities described in 
subparagraph (B), such as competitive research grant programs, training and support for 
scientists, engagement of nongovernmental entities, and participation in international 
collaborations and research efforts; 
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(D) identify and expand partnerships among Federal agencies, States, academic 
institutions, nongovernmental organizations, and private entities in order to develop new 
approaches for reducing hazards to human health from animal and environmental sources 
and to strengthen understanding of the value of an integrated approach under the One 
Health Program to addressing public health threats in a manner that prevents duplication; 
and 

(E) provide recommendations to Congress regarding additional action or legislation that 
may be required to assist in establishing the One Health Program. 

SEC. 2. NATIONAL ONE HEALTH INITIATIVE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—As part of the interagency One Health Program, in coordination with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food and Drug Administration, the Department of 
Agriculture, the United States Agency for International Development, the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of 
the Interior, and other departments and agencies, as appropriate, the President, acting through the 
One Health Program shall establish a One Health Initiative to coordinate and implement research 
and field activities of the Federal Government related to the role of animals and the environment in 
human health, as described in subsection (b). 

(b) ACTIVITIES.—Under the One Health Initiative established under subsection (a), members of the 
One Health Program shall provide support for activities in furtherance of the goals and priorities 
under the One Health Framework described in section 2(b), including through— 

(1) entering into cooperative agreements with, and awarding grants to, public or private 
entities, including States, nongovernmental entities, academic institutions, nonprofit 
organizations, and privately funded philanthropic organizations in order to cover all or part of 
the costs associated with establishing or strengthening efforts described in the One Health 
Initiative; and 

(2) awarding grants to States for the purpose of establishing One Health national centers of 
excellence, with preference given to States that match Federal grant funds with State funds or 
funds obtained through State partnerships with private entities, academic institutions, or 
nonprofit organizations. 

(c) ONE HEALTH NATIONAL CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE.—Centers of excellence established under 
subsection (b)(2) shall carry out activities of the type described in the One Health Framework under 
section 2(b), including supporting One Health workforce training and bringing together the animal, 
environmental, and human health workforce to coordinate disease surveillance and prevention 
efforts. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—To carry out the One Health Initiative under this section, there are 
authorized to be appropriated $50,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 2016 through 2020. 

(2) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—Of the amounts appropriated under paragraph (1), not less 
than 50 percent shall be allocated to supporting the national centers of excellence under 
subsection (b)(2). 

SEC. 3. LEVERAGING INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT. 

In carrying out section 2, the President shall direct representatives of the United States to 
appropriate international bodies, including the multilateral development banks, the World Health 
Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and the World 
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Organization for Animal Health, to use the influence of the United States, consistent with the broad 
development goals of the United States, to advocate that each such body— 

(1) commit to adopting approaches consistent with the One Health Initiative under section 3 to 
address animal and environmental sources of public health threats prior to their introduction 
into human populations, including increased coordination and collaboration between human, 
animal, and environmental health officials; 

(2) provide technical assistance to the regulatory authorities of governments to remove 
unnecessary barriers to investment in programs similar to the One Health Initiative programs 
under section 3; and 

(3) utilize clear, accountable, and metric-based targets, consistent with the Global Health 
Security Agenda, to measure the effectiveness of such initiatives. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 469 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. STABENOW (for himself, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. KING, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BROWN, Mr. REED, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. UDALL, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and 
Mr. MANCHIN) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to allow for the importation of affordable and safe 
drugs by wholesale distributors, pharmacies, and individuals. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. IMPORTING AFFORDABLE AND SAFE DRUGS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 804 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 384) is 
amended to read as follows: 

“SEC. 804. IMPORTATION OF SAFE AND AFFORDABLE DRUGS BY WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTORS, PHARMACIES, AND INDIVIDUALS. 

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this section, the Secretary 
shall promulgate regulations permitting the importation of qualifying prescription drugs into the 
United States, in accordance with this section. 

“(b) PUBLICATION OF CERTIFIED FOREIGN SELLERS.—The Secretary shall publish on a dedicated 
Internet Web site a list of certified foreign sellers, including the Internet Web site address, physical 
address, and telephone number of each such certified foreign seller. 

“(c) ADDITIONAL CRITERIA.— 

“(1) CERTIFIED FOREIGN SELLERS.— 

“(A) IN GENERAL.—To be a certified foreign seller, such seller shall— 

“(i) be certified by the Secretary; and 

“(ii) sell only qualifying prescription drugs to importers or individuals who import 
prescription drugs into the United States in accordance with this section. 
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“(2) INDIVIDUALS.—An individual may import a qualifying prescription drug described in 
subsection (b) from Canada or another country pursuant to subsection (e) if such drug— 

“(A) is dispensed, including through an online pharmacy, by a certified foreign seller that 
is a licensed foreign pharmacy; 

“(B) is purchased for personal use by the individual, not for resale, in quantities that do 
not exceed a 90-day supply; and 

“(C) is filled only after providing to the licensed foreign pharmacy a valid prescription 
issued by a health care practitioner licensed to practice in a State in the United States. 

“(c) DRUG TESTING LABORATORIES.—The Secretary may approve one or more laboratories to 
conduct random testing of prescription drugs sold by certified foreign sellers to assess the chemical 
authenticity of such drugs. 

“(d) UNFAIR AND DISCRIMINATORY ACTS AND PRACTICES.—It is unlawful for a manufacturer, 
directly or indirectly (including by being a party to a licensing agreement or other agreement)— 

“(1) to discriminate by charging a higher price for a prescription drug sold to a certified foreign 
seller that sells such drug to an importer in accordance with this section than the price that is 
charged, inclusive of rebates or other incentives to the country from which the drug is 
exported, to another person that is in the same country and that does not import such a drug 
into the United States in accordance with this section; 

“(2) except with respect to a prescription drug on the drug shortage list under section 506E, 
discriminate by denying, restricting, or delaying supplies of a prescription drug to a certified 
foreign seller, on account of such seller's status as a certified foreign seller, that sells such drug 
to an importer in accordance with this section, or by publicly, privately, or otherwise refusing 
to do business with such a certified foreign seller on account of such seller's status as a 
certified foreign seller; 

“(3) cause there to be a difference (including a difference in active ingredient, route of 
administration, bioequivalence, strength, formulation, manufacturing establishment, 
manufacturing process, or person that manufactures the drug) between a prescription drug for 
distribution in the United States and the drug for distribution in Canada or another permitted 
country, subject to subsection (e), for the purpose of avoiding sales by certified foreign sellers; 
or 

“(4) except with respect to a prescription drug on the drug shortage list under section 506E, 
engage in any other action to restrict, prohibit, or delay the importation of a prescription drug 
under this section. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 311 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BENNETT (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To amend the Public Health Service Act to authorize grants for training and support services for families 
and caregivers of people living with Alzheimer's disease or a related dementia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. GRANTS FOR TRAINING AND SUPPORT SERVICES FOR FAMILIES AND 
CAREGIVERS OF PEOPLE LIVING WITH ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE OR A RELATED 
DEMENTIA. 

Subpart I of part D of title III of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254b et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

“SEC. 330N. GRANTS FOR TRAINING AND SUPPORT SERVICES FOR FAMILIES AND 
CAREGIVERS OF PEOPLE LIVING WITH ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE OR A RELATED 
DEMENTIA. 

“(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

“(1) AREA AGENCY ON AGING.—The term ‘area agency on aging’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 102 of the Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3002). 

“(2) MEDICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITY.—The term ‘medically underserved 
community’ has the meaning given the term in section 799B. 

“(b) GRANTS.—The Secretary may award grants to public or nonprofit private health care providers 
described in subsection (c) for the purpose of expanding training and support services for families 
and caregivers of people living with Alzheimer's disease or a related dementia if such health care 
providers— 

“(1) meet the conditions for receiving grants under subsection (d); and 

“(2) submit an application to the Secretary in such form, in such manner, and containing such 
agreements, assurances, and information as the Secretary may reasonably require. 

“(c) RECIPIENTS OF GRANTS.—The public or nonprofit private health care providers described in 
this subsection shall include— 

“(1) health care organizations; 

“(2) community health centers; 

“(3) nursing homes; 

“(4) senior centers; 

“(5) area agencies on aging; 

“(6) community-based organizations; 
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“(7) organizations providing support services for families and caregivers of patients with 
younger-onset Alzheimer's disease or a related dementia; and 

“(8) State, local, and tribal public health agencies and social service agencies. 

“(d) CONDITIONS FOR RECEIVING GRANTS.—To be eligible to receive a grant awarded under 
subsection (b), a public or nonprofit health care provider described in subsection (c) shall agree— 

“(1) to employ a comprehensive approach to caring for patients with Alzheimer's disease or a 
related dementia that integrates treatment of such patients with training and support services 
for the families and caregivers of such patients; 

“(2) in any program to be funded by a grant awarded under subsection (b), that services will be 
provided in the languages most appropriate for, and with consideration for the cultural 
backgrounds of, the individuals for whom the services are provided; and 

“(3) to provide outreach activities to inform the public of the services of the program, and to 
provide information on Alzheimer's disease and related dementias to the public. 

“(e) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall coordinate with the Director of the Office on Women's 
Health and the Director of the Office of Minority Health in order to ensure that women, minorities, 
and patients who live in medically underserved communities are able to benefit from the training 
and support services funded through grants awarded under subsection (b). 

“(f) FUNDING.— 

“(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For the purpose of carrying out this 
section, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2018 through 2023. 

“(2) ALLOCATION FOR MEDICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES.—Of the 
amounts appropriated under paragraph (1) for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall make available 
not less than 10 percent for grants awarded under subsection (b) to public or nonprofit private 
health care providers that primarily serve medically underserved communities and meet the 
requirements under this section.”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 194 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. BROWN, and Mr. FRANKEN) introduced the following bill; which was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend the Public Health Service Act to establish a public health insurance option, and for other 
purposes. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE OPTION. 
 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part C of title XXVII of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg–91) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
 

“SEC. 2795. PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE OPTION. 
 

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
“(1) IN GENERAL.—For plan years beginning in 2019, the Secretary shall establish, and 
provide for the offering through the Exchanges, of a qualified health plan (in this Act referred 
to as the ‘public health insurance option’) that provides value, choice, competition, and 
stability of affordable, high-quality coverage throughout the United States in accordance with 
this section. 
“(2) PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY.—In designing the public health insurance option, the 
primary responsibility of the Secretary shall be to create an affordable health plan without 
compromising quality or access to care. 

“(b) ADMINISTRATING THE PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE OPTION.— 
“(1) OFFERED THROUGH EXCHANGES.— 

“(A) EXCLUSIVE TO EXCHANGES.—The public health insurance option shall be 
made available through the Exchanges. 
“(B) ENSURING A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD.—Consistent with this section, the public 
health insurance option shall comply with requirements under title I of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act, and the amendments made by that title, that are 
applicable to health plans offered through the Exchanges, including requirements related 
to benefits, benefit levels, provider networks, notices, consumer protections, and cost-
sharing. 
“(C) PROVISION OF BENEFIT LEVELS.—The public health insurance option shall 
offer bronze, silver, and gold plans. 

“(2) ADMINISTRATIVE CONTRACTING.— 
“(A) AUTHORITIES.—The Secretary may enter into contracts for the purpose of 
performing administrative functions (including functions described in subsection (a)(4) of 
section 1874A of the Social Security Act) with respect to the public health insurance 
option in the same manner as the Secretary may enter into contracts under subsection 
(a)(1) of such section. The Secretary shall have the same authority with respect to the 
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public health insurance option as the Secretary has under such subsection (a)(1) and 
subsection (b) of section 1874A of the Social Security Act with respect to title XVIII of 
such Act. 
“(B) TRANSFER OF INSURANCE RISK.—Any contract under this paragraph shall not 
involve the transfer of insurance risk from the Secretary to the entity entering into such 
contract with the Secretary. 

“(3) STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL.— 
“(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—A State may establish a public or nonprofit entity to serve as 
the State Advisory Council to provide recommendations to the Secretary on the 
operations and policies of the public health insurance option offered through the 
Exchange operating in the State. 
“(B) RECOMMENDATIONS.—A State Advisory Council established under 
subparagraph (A) shall provide recommendations on at least the following: 

“(i) Policies and procedures to integrate quality improvement and cost containment 
mechanisms into the health care delivery system. 
“(ii) Mechanisms to facilitate public awareness of the availability of the public 
health insurance option. 
“(iii) Alternative payment models and value-based insurance design under the 
public health insurance option that encourage quality improvement and cost control. 

“(C) MEMBERS.—The members of any State Advisory Council shall be representatives 
of the public and include health care consumers and health care providers. 
“(D) APPLICABILITY OF RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Secretary may apply the 
recommendations of a State Advisory Council to the public health insurance option in 
that State, in any other State, or in all States. 

“(4) DATA COLLECTION.—The Secretary shall collect such data as may be required— 
“(A) to establish rates for premiums and health care provider reimbursement under 
subsection (c); and 
“(B) for other purposes under this section, including to improve quality, and reduce 
racial, ethnic, and other disparities, in health and health care. 

“(c) FINANCING THE PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE OPTION.— 
“(1) PREMIUMS.— 

“(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall establish geographically adjusted 
premium rates for the public health insurance option— 

“(i) in a manner that complies with the requirement for premium rates under 
subparagraph (C) and considers the data collected under subsection (b)(4); and 
“(ii) at a level sufficient to fully finance— 

“(I) the costs of health benefits provided by the public health insurance option; 
and 
“(II) administrative costs related to operating the public health insurance 
option. 

“(B) CONTINGENCY MARGIN.—In establishing premium rates under subparagraph 
(A), the Secretary shall include an appropriate amount for a contingency margin. 
“(C) VARIATIONS IN PREMIUM RATES.—The premium rate charged for the public 
health insurance option may not vary except as provided under section 2701. 

“(2) HEALTH CARE PROVIDER PAYMENT RATES FOR ITEMS AND SERVICES.— 
“(A) IN GENERAL.— 

“(i) RATES NEGOTIATED BY THE SECRETARY.—Not later than January 1, 
2018, and except as provided in clause (ii), the Secretary shall, through a negotiated 
agreement with health care providers, establish rates for reimbursing health care 
providers for providing the benefits covered by the public health insurance option. 
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“(ii) MEDICARE REIMBURSEMENT RATES.—If the Secretary and health care 
providers are unable to reach a negotiated agreement on a reimbursement rate, the 
Secretary shall reimburse providers at rates determined for equivalent items and 
services under the original medicare fee-for-service program under parts A and B of 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act. 
“(iii) FOR NEW SERVICES.—The Secretary shall modify reimbursement rates 
described in clause (ii) in order to accommodate payments for services, such as 
well-child visits, that are not otherwise covered under the original medicare fee-for-
service program. 

“(B) PRESCRIPTION DRUGS.—Any payment rate under this subsection for a 
prescription drug shall be at a rate negotiated by the Secretary. If the Secretary is unable 
to reach a negotiated agreement on such a reimbursement rate, the Secretary shall use 
rates determined for equivalent drugs paid for under the original medicare fee-for-service 
program. The Secretary shall modify such rates in order to accommodate payments for 
drugs that are not otherwise covered under the original medicare fee-for-service program. 

 “(d) HEALTH CARE PROVIDER PARTICIPATION.— 
“(1) PROVIDER PARTICIPATION.— 

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall establish conditions of participation for health 
care providers under the public health insurance option. 
“(B) LICENSURE OR CERTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall not allow a health care 
provider to participate in the public health insurance option unless such provider is 
appropriately licensed or certified under State law. 

“(2) ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROVIDER NETWORK.— 
“(A) MEDICARE AND MEDICAID PARTICIPATING PROVIDERS.—A health care 
provider that is a participating provider of services or supplier under the Medicare 
program under title XVIII of the Social Security Act or under a State Medicaid plan 
under title XIX of such Act is a participating provider in the public health insurance 
option unless the health care provider opts out of participating in the public health 
insurance option through a process established by the Secretary. 
“(B) ADDITIONAL PROVIDERS.—The Secretary shall establish a process to allow 
health care providers not described in subparagraph (A) to become participating 
providers in the public health insurance option.”. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) TREATMENT AS A QUALIFIED HEALTH PLAN.—Section 1301(a)(2) of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18021(a)(2)) is amended— 

(A) in the paragraph heading, by inserting “, THE PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE 
OPTION,” before “AND”; and 
(B) by inserting “the public health insurance option under section 2795 of the Public 
Health Service Act,” before “and a multi-State plan”. 

(2) LEVEL PLAYING FIELD.—Section 1324(a) of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18044(a)) is amended by inserting “the public health insurance option 
under section 2795 of the Public Health Service Act,” before “or a multi-State qualified health 
plan”. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session 

S. 2443 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. BALDWIN introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To support the establishment of a Standards Coordinating Body in Regenerative Medicine and Advanced 
Therapies. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A STANDARDS COORDINATING 
BODY IN REGENERATIVE MEDICINE AND ADVANCED THERAPIES. 

Subchapter A of chapter V of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 351 et seq.) is 
amended by inserting after section 506F the following: 

“SEC. 506G. COORDINATING BODY IN REGENERATIVE MEDICINE AND ADVANCED 
THERAPIES. 

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consultation with stakeholders, including regenerative 
medicine product manufacturers and clinical trial sponsors, contract manufacturers, academic 
institutions, standard setting organizations, the National Institute of Standards and Technology, and 
other relevant Federal agencies, as appropriate, shall facilitate establishment of a public-private 
Standards Coordinating Body in Regenerative Medicine and Advanced Therapies. 

“(b) FUNCTION OF STANDARDS COORDINATING BODY.—Upon establishment of the Standards 
Coordinating Body in Regenerative Medicine and Advanced Therapies under subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall— 

“(1) identify opportunities for the development of laboratory regulatory science research and 
documentary standards that the Secretary determines would support the development, 
evaluation, and review of regenerative medicine products; and 

“(2) work with such Standards Coordinating Body, as appropriate, in the development of 
standards described in paragraph (1). 

“(c) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary shall issue guidance, as appropriate, on how standards may be used 
in regulatory review for regenerative medicine and advanced therapies. 
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“(d) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this section, the term ‘regenerative medicine and advanced 
therapies’ includes cell therapy, gene therapy, gene-modified cell therapy, therapeutic tissue 
engineering products, and human cell and tissue products, and combination products using any such 
therapies or products. 

“(e) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—The Secretary shall carry out this section using funds otherwise 
made available to the Food and Drug Administration. No additional funds are authorized to be 
appropriated to carry out this section.”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee  43	

115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 206 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. PORTMAN) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to allow the Secretary of Education to award job training 
Federal Pell Grants. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. JOB TRAINING FEDERAL PELL GRANTS. 

Section 401 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

“(k) JOB TRAINING FEDERAL PELL GRANT PROGRAM.— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—For the award years beginning on July 1, 2017, the Secretary shall carry 
out a program through which the Secretary shall award job training Federal Pell Grants to 
students in job training programs. Each job training Federal Pell Grant awarded under this 
subsection shall have the same terms and conditions, and be awarded in the same manner, as a 
Federal Pell Grant awarded under subsection (a), except as follows: 

“(A) A student who is eligible to receive a job training Federal Pell Grant under this 
subsection is a student who— 

“(i) has not yet attained a baccalaureate degree or postbaccalaureate degree; 

“(ii) attends an institution of higher education as defined in section 102; 

“(iii) is enrolled, or accepted for enrollment, in a job training program at such 
institution of higher education; and 

“(iv) meets all other eligibility requirements for a Federal Pell Grant (except with 
respect to the type of program of study, as provided in clause (iii)). 

“(B) The amount of a job training Federal Pell Grant for an eligible student shall be 
determined under subsection (b)(2)(A), except that— 
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“(i) the maximum Federal Pell Grant awarded under this subsection for an award 
year shall be 50 percent of the maximum Federal Pell Grant awarded under 
subsection (b) applicable to that award year; 

“(ii) no increase shall be calculated under subsection (b)(7)(B) for a student 
receiving a job training Federal Pell Grant under this subsection; and 

“(iii) subsection (b)(4) shall not apply. 

“(2) INCLUSION IN TOTAL ELIGIBILITY PERIOD.—Any period during which a student 
receives a job training Federal Pell Grant under this subsection shall be included in calculating 
the student's period of eligibility for Federal Pell Grants under subsection (c), and any 
regulations under such subsection regarding students who are enrolled in an undergraduate 
program on less than a full-time basis shall similarly apply to students who are enrolled in a 
job training program at an eligible institution on less than a full-time basis. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 4982 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. MURPHY (for himself), introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To direct the Comptroller General of the United States to evaluate and report on the in-patient and 
outpatient treatment capacity, availability, and needs of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. STUDY ON TREATMENT INFRASTRUCTURE. 

Not later than 24 months after the date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall initiate an evaluation, and submit to Congress a report, of the inpatient and 
outpatient treatment capacity, availability, and needs of the United States, which shall include, to the 
extent data are available— 

(1) the capacity of acute residential or inpatient detoxification programs; 

(2) the capacity of inpatient clinical stabilization programs, transitional residential support 
services, and residential rehabilitation programs; 

(3) the capacity of demographic specific residential or inpatient treatment programs, such as 
those designed for pregnant women or adolescents; 

(4) geographical differences of the availability of residential and outpatient treatment and 
recovery options for substance use disorders across the continuum of care; 

(5) the availability of residential and outpatient treatment programs that offer treatment options 
based on reliable scientific evidence of efficacy for the treatment of substance use disorders, 
including the use of Food and Drug Administration-approved medicines and evidence-based 
nonpharmacological therapies; 

(6) the number of patients in residential and specialty outpatient treatment services for 
substance use disorders; 

(7) an assessment of the need for residential and outpatient treatment for substance use 
disorders across the continuum of care; 
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(8) the availability of residential and outpatient treatment programs to American Indians and 
Alaska Natives through an Indian health program (as defined by section 4 of the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 1603)); and 

(9) the barriers (including technological barriers) at the Federal, State, and local levels to real-
time reporting of de-identified information on drug overdoses and ways to overcome such 
barriers. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 1772 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, and Ms. HIRONO) 
introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To permit employees to request changes to their work schedules without fear of retaliation and to ensure 
that employers consider these requests, and to require employers to provide more predictable and stable 
schedules for employees in certain occupations with evidence of unpredictable and unstable scheduling 
practices that negatively affect employees, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. RIGHT TO REQUEST AND RECEIVE A FLEXIBLE, PREDICTABLE OR 
STABLE WORK SCHEDULE. 

(a) RIGHT TO REQUEST.—An employee may apply to the employee's employer to request a change 
in the terms and conditions of employment as they relate to— 

(1) the number of hours the employee is required to work or be on call for work; 

(2) the times when the employee is required to work or be on call for work; 

(3) the location where the employee is required to work; 

(4) the amount of notification the employee receives of work schedule assignments; and 

(5) minimizing fluctuations in the number of hours the employee is scheduled to work on a 
daily, weekly, or monthly basis. 

(b) EMPLOYER OBLIGATION TO ENGAGE IN AN INTERACTIVE PROCESS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—If an employee applies to the employee's employer to request a change in 
the terms and conditions of employment as set forth in subsection (a), the employer shall 
engage in a timely, good faith interactive process with the employee that includes a discussion 
of potential schedule changes that would meet the employee’s needs. 

(2) RESULT.—Such process shall result in— 
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(A) either granting or denying the request; 

(B) in the event of a denial, considering alternatives to the proposed change that might 
meet the employee’s needs and granting or denying a request for an alternative change in 
the terms and conditions of employment as set forth in subsection (a); and 

(C) in the event of a denial, stating the reason for denial, including whether any such 
reason is a bona fide business reason. 

(3) INFORMATION.—If information provided by the employee making a request under this 
section requires clarification, the employer shall explain what further information is needed 
and give the employee reasonable time to produce the information. 

(c) REQUESTS RELATED TO CAREGIVING, ENROLLMENT IN EDUCATION OR TRAINING, OR A 
SECOND JOB.—If an employee makes a request for a change in the terms and conditions of 
employment as set forth in subsection (a) because of a serious health condition of the employee, due 
to the employee’s responsibilities as a caregiver, or due to the employee's enrollment in a career-
related educational or training program, or if a part-time employee makes a request for such a 
change for a reason related to a second job, the employer shall grant the request, unless the employer 
has a bona fide business reason for denying the request. 

(d) OTHER REQUESTS.—If an employee makes a request for a change in the terms and conditions of 
employment as set forth in subsection (a), for a reason other than those reasons set forth in 
subsection (c), the employer may deny the request for any reason that is not unlawful. If the 
employer denies such a request, the employer shall provide the employee with the reason for the 
denial, including whether any such reason is a bona fide business reason. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 256 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

 
A BILL 

To establish the Stop, Observe, Ask, and Respond to Health and Wellness Training pilot program to 
address human trafficking in the health care system. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. PILOT PROGRAM ESTABLISHMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall establish a pilot program to be known as “Stop, Observe, 
Ask, and Respond to Health and Wellness Training” (or “SOAR to Health and Wellness Training”) 
(referred to in this Act as the “pilot program”), to provide training to health care providers and other 
related providers, at all levels, on human trafficking in accordance with the purpose described in 
subsection (b). 

(b) PURPOSE.—The pilot program established under subsection (a) shall train health care providers 
and other related providers to enable such providers to— 

(1) identify potential human trafficking victims; 

(2) implement proper protocols and procedures for working with law enforcement to report, 
and facilitate communication with such victims, in accordance with all applicable Federal, 
State, local, and tribal requirements, including legal confidentiality requirements for patients 
and health care providers; 

(3) implement proper protocols and procedures for referring such victims to appropriate social 
or victims service agencies or organizations; 

(4) provide such victims care that is— 

(A) coordinated; 

(B) victim centered; 

(C) culturally relevant; 

(D) comprehensive; 

(E) evidence based; 

(F) gender responsive; 

(G) age appropriate, with a focus on care for youth; and 

(H) trauma informed; and 

(5) consider the potential for integrating the training described in paragraphs (1) through (4) 
with training programs, in effect on the date of enactment of this Act, for victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, child abuse, child neglect, child 
maltreatment, and child sexual exploitation. 
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(c) FUNCTIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The functions of the pilot program established under subsection (a) shall 
include the functions of the Stop, Observe, Ask, and Respond to Health and Wellness Training 
program that was operating on the day before the date of enactment of this Act and the 
authorized initiatives described in paragraph (2). 

(2) AUTHORIZED INITIATIVES.—The authorized initiatives of the pilot program 
established under subsection (a) shall include— 

(A) engaging stakeholders, including victims of human trafficking and any Federal, State, 
local, or tribal partners, to develop a flexible training module— 

(i) for achieving the purpose described in subsection (b); and 

(ii) that adapts to changing needs, settings, health care providers, and other related 
providers; 

(B) making grants available to support training in health care sites that represent diversity 
in— 

(i) geography; 

(ii) the demographics of the population served; 

(iii) the predominant types of human trafficking cases; and 

(iv) health care provider profiles; 

(C) providing technical assistance for health education programs to implement 
nationwide health care protocol, or develop continuing education training materials, that 
assist in achieving the purpose described in subsection (b); 

(D) developing a strategy to incentivize the utilization of training materials developed 
under subparagraph (C) and the implementation of nationwide health care protocol 
described in such subparagraph, as the Secretary determines appropriate; and 

(E) developing a reliable methodology for collecting data, and reporting such data, on the 
number of human trafficking victims identified and served in health care settings or other 
related provider settings. 

(d) TERMINATION.—The pilot program established under subsection (a) shall terminate on October 
1, 2022. 

SEC. 2. DATA COLLECTION AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) DATA COLLECTION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—During each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023, the Secretary shall collect 
data on each of the following: 

(A) The total number of facilities that were operating under the pilot program established 
under section 3(a)— 

(i) during the previous fiscal year; and 

(ii) before the previous fiscal year. 

(B) The total number of health care providers and other related providers trained through 
such pilot program, during each of the periods described in clauses (i) and (ii) of 
subparagraph (A). 
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(2) INITIAL REPORT.—In addition to the data required to be collected under paragraph (1), 
for purposes of the initial report to be submitted under subsection (b), the Secretary shall 
collect data on the total number of facilities that were operating under, and the total number of 
health care providers and other related providers trained through, the Stop, Observe, Ask, and 
Respond to Health and Wellness Training program that was operating before the establishment 
of the pilot program under section 3(a). 

(b) REPORTING.—Not later than 90 days after the first day of each of fiscal years 2019 through 
2023, the Secretary shall prepare and submit to Congress a report on the data collected under 
subsection (a). 

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out this Act $3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2018 
through 2022. 
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2 Hatch S. 2986 To amend title 18, United States Code, to safeguard data stored abroad, 
and for other purposes. 

5 Graham S. 2137 To eliminate methamphetamine kingpins. 

7 Lee S. 281 To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to eliminate the per-
country numerical limitation for employment-based immigrants, to 
increase the per-country numerical limitation for family-sponsored 
immigrants, and for other purposes. 

10         Cruz S. 45 To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to increase penalties for 
individuals who illegally reenter the United States after being removed 
and for other purposes. 

15 Sasse S. Res. 181 Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives with respect to the 
nomination of Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court. 

16 Cassidy S. 220 To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit a health care 
practitioner from failing to exercise the proper degree of care in the case 
of a child who survives an abortion or attempted abortion. 

18 Perdue  S. 3415 To improve homeland security, including domestic preparedness and 
response to terrorism, by reforming Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Centers to provide training to first responders, and for other purposes. 
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Democrats: 

Page Sponsor Bill Number  Summary 

18 Feinstein S. 2372 
 

To require reporting of terrorist activities and the unlawful distribution 
of information relating to explosives, and for other purposes. 

19 Leahy S. 3252 
To require States to automatically register eligible voters to vote in 
elections for Federal office, and for other purposes. 

21 Klobuchar S. 1520 To protect victims of stalking from gun violence. 

22 Blumenthal S.217 
To protect a woman's right to determine whether and when to bear a 
child or end a pregnancy by limiting restrictions on the provision of 
abortion services. 

25 Wyden S. 3348 
To amend the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to require 
candidates of major parties for the office of President to disclose recent 
tax return information. 

27 Cantwell S. 2540 To provide access to counsel for unaccompanied children and other 
vulnerable populations. 

29 Hirono S. 54 

To prohibit the creation of an immigration-related registry program that 
classifies people on the basis of religion, race, age, gender, ethnicity, 
national origin, nationality, or citizenship. 
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Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mrs. ERNST, Mr. LEE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. VITTER, Mr. HATCH, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. PERDUE, Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. SESSIONS) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

A BILL 

To make habitual drunk drivers inadmissible and removable and to require the detention of any alien who 
is unlawfully present in the United States and has been charged with driving under the influence or 
driving while intoxicated. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. BANNING HABITUAL DRUNK DRIVERS FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) GROUNDS FOR INADMISSIBILITY.—Section 212(a)(2) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)) is amended— 

“(1) HABITUAL DRUNK DRIVERS.—An alien convicted of 3 or more offenses for 
driving under the influence or driving while intoxicated, under Federal or State law, 
regardless of whether the offenses are classified as felonies or misdemeanors, is 
inadmissible.”. 

(b) GROUNDS FOR DEPORTATION.—Section 237(a)(2) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1227(a)(2)) is amended by adding at the end the following: 

“(2) HABITUAL DRUNK DRIVERS.—An alien convicted of 3 or more offenses for 
driving under the influence or driving while intoxicated, under Federal or State law, 
regardless of whether the offenses are classified as felonies or misdemeanors, is 
deportable if at least one of such offenses occurred after the date of the enactment of the 
Taking Action Against Drunk Drivers Act”..”. 

SEC. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICATION 

(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(b) APPLICATION.— IN GENERAL.— The amendment made by paragraph (1) shall apply to a 
conviction for driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs that occurred before, on, or after such 
date of enactment. 

 

 

 
115th CONGRESS 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2986 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. COONS, and Mr. HELLER) introduced the following bill; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend title 18, United States Code, to safeguard data stored abroad, and for other purposes. 

 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION. 1. EXTENSION AND CLARIFICATION OF WARRANT REQUIREMENT. 
 

(a) CONTENTS OF WIRE OR ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION IN ELECTRONIC STORAGE.—A 
governmental entity may require the disclosure by a provider of electronic communication service or 
remote computing service of the contents of a wire or electronic communication that is in electronic 
storage with or otherwise stored, held, or maintained by the provider, regardless of where such 
contents may be in electronic storage or otherwise stored, held, or maintained, only pursuant to a 
warrant issued using the procedures described in the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure (or, in the 
case of a State court, issued using State warrant procedures) by a court of competent jurisdiction. An 
application for a warrant under this section shall include a full and complete statement of the facts 
and circumstances relied upon and the investigative steps taken to ascertain the nationality and 
location of the subscriber or customer whose contents are sought by the warrant. Any such warrant 
may be used to require the disclosure of contents of a wire or electronic communication only if the 
court finds that— 

(1) the governmental entity has taken all reasonable steps to establish the nationality and 
location of the subscriber or customer whose contents are sought; and 
(2) at the time the warrant application is made— 

(A) there are reasonable grounds to believe that the subscriber or customer whose 
contents are sought by the warrant is— 

 (i) a United States person; 
(ii) physically located within the United States; 
(iii) a national of or located in a foreign country or countries where any of those 
countries has an applicable Law Enforcement Cooperation Agreement with the 
United States (or in the case where the warrant application is made on behalf of a 
foreign government pursuant to a Law Enforcement Cooperation Agreement with 
the United States, any of those countries has an applicable Law Enforcement 
Cooperation Agreement with the requesting foreign government) and the Central 
Authority for each such country with such a Law Enforcement Cooperation 
Agreement provides written certification that the disclosure may be had or does not 
object to the disclosure within 60 days after formal submission of a request for such 
certification; or 
(iv) a national of and located in a foreign country or countries where none of those 
countries have an applicable Law Enforcement Cooperation Agreement with the 
United States (or in the case where the warrant application is made on behalf of a 
foreign government pursuant to a Law Enforcement Cooperation Agreement with 



Judiciary Committee 3	

the United States, none of those countries have an applicable Law Enforcement 
Cooperation Agreement with the requesting foreign government); or 

(B) there are no reasonable grounds on which to base a belief as to either the nationality 
or the location of the subscriber or customer whose contents are sought. 
 

(b) WARRANT REQUIREMENTS.—Upon a motion made promptly by the service provider, a court 
issuing a warrant under this section shall modify or vacate such warrant if— 

(1) the court finds that the warrant does not meet the requirements of this section or is 
otherwise unlawful; or 
(2) the service provider presents additional information about the subscriber’s or customer’s 
physical location, status as a United States person, or status as a national of a foreign country 
that would cause the court to find that the warrant application would not comply with the 
requirements of this section.”; 

 
(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the authority of a 
governmental entity to use an administrative subpoena authorized under a Federal or State statute or 
to use a Federal or State grand jury, trial, or civil discovery subpoena to— 

(1) require an originator, addressee, or intended recipient of an electronic communication to 
disclose the contents of the electronic communication to the governmental entity; or 
(2) require an entity that provides electronic communication services to the officers, directors, 
employees, or agents of the entity (for the purpose of carrying out their duties) to disclose the 
contents of an electronic communication to or from an officer, director, employee, or agent of 
the entity to a governmental entity, if the electronic communication is held, stored, or 
maintained on an electronic communications system owned or operated by the entity.; 
 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this Act or the amendments made by this Act shall be 
construed to expand the investigative authority of any governmental entity. 
 

SEC. 2. MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE TREATY REFORMS. 
(a) MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE TREATY TRANSPARENCY AND EFFICIENCY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Attorney General shall establish— 

(A) a form for use by a foreign government filing a mutual legal assistance treaty request 
(referred to in this section as an “MLAT request”), which shall— 

(i) be made available on the website of the Department of Justice; and 
(ii) require sufficient information and be susceptible for use by a foreign 
government to provide all the information necessary for the MLAT request; 

(B) an online docketing system for all MLAT requests, which shall allow a foreign 
government to track the status of an MLAT request filed by the foreign government; and 
(C) a process through which certified approval may be sought for disclosure pursuant to 
warrants issued under section 2703(a). 

(2) ANNUAL PUBLICATION.—Beginning not later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of this Act, and each year thereafter, the Attorney General shall publish on the website of the 
Department of Justice statistics on— 

(A) (i) the number of MLAT requests made by the Department of Justice to foreign 
governments for the purpose of obtaining the contents of an electronic communication or 
other information or records from a provider of electronic communications or remote 
computing services; and 
(ii) the average length of time taken by foreign governments to process the MLAT 
requests described in clause (i); and 
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(B) (i) the number of MLAT requests made to the Department of Justice by foreign 
governments for the purpose of obtaining the contents of an electronic communication or 
other information or records from a provider of electronic communications or remote 
computing services; and 
(ii) the average length of time taken by the Department of Justice to process the MLAT 
requests described in clause (i). 

(3) NOTICE TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE.—The Attorney General shall notify the 
Secretary of State not later than 7 days after the date on which disclosure of electronic 
communications content to a foreign government is made pursuant to an MLAT request. 
 

(b) PRESERVATION OF RECORDS.—The Attorney General may issue a request pursuant to section 
2703(f) of title 18, United States Code, upon receipt of an MLAT request that appears to be facially 
valid. 
 
(c) NOTIFICATION TO PROVIDER OF MLAT REQUEST.—When the Attorney General makes use of 
the process provided in section 2703 of title 18, United States Code, to obtain information from an 
electronic communications provider or a remote computing provider based on an MLAT request, the 
Attorney General shall notify that provider in writing that the request has been made pursuant to a 
mutual legal assistance treaty. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2137 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. GRAHAM introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary 

 
A BILL 

To eliminate methamphetamine kingpins. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. TARGETING METHAMPHETAMINE KINGPINS. 

(a) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES IMPORT AND EXPORT ACT.—Section 1010(b)(1) of the Controlled 
Substances Import and Export Act (21 U.S.C. 960(b)(1)) is amended by adding at the end “In the 
case of a violation of subparagraph (H), that portion of this paragraph which follows subparagraph 
(H) shall be read by substituting ‘20’ for ‘10’ and ‘30’ for ‘20’. ” to increase the mandatory 
minimum prison term for trafficking in methamphetamine. 

 
SEC. 2. ASSISTANCE FOR MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL METHAMPHETAMINE TASK 
FORCES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General, in consultation with appropriate State and local officials, 
shall— 

(1) establish methamphetamine task forces, consisting of Federal, State, and local law 
enforcement authorities, for the coordinated investigation, disruption, apprehension, and 
prosecution of criminal gangs and offenders; 

(2) direct the reassignment or detailing from any Federal department or agency (subject to the 
approval of the head of that department or agency, in the case of a department or agency other 
than the Department of Justice) of personnel to each task force; 

(3) provide all necessary funding for the operation of the task force; and 

(4) provide all necessary funding for national and regional meetings of task forces, and all 
other related organizations, as needed, to ensure effective operation of such teams through the 
sharing of intelligence, best practices and for any other related purpose. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The task forces shall consist of agents and officers, where feasible, from— 

(1) the Federal Bureau of Investigation; 
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(2) the Drug Enforcement Administration; 

(3) the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives; 

(4) the United States Marshals Service; 

(5) the Directorate of Border and Transportation Security of the Department of Homeland 
Security; 

(6) the Department of Housing and Urban Development; 

(7) State and local law enforcement; and 

(8) Federal, State, and local prosecutors. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized to be appropriated $20,000,000 
for each of the fiscal years 2017 through 2021 to carry out this section. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 281 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. LEE introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary 

 
A BILL 

To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to eliminate the per-country numerical limitation for 
employment-based immigrants, to increase the per-country numerical limitation for family-sponsored 
immigrants, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. NUMERICAL LIMITATION TO ANY SINGLE FOREIGN STATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 202(a)(2) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1152(a)(2)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

“(2) PER COUNTRY LEVELS FOR FAMILY-SPONSORED IMMIGRANTS.—Subject to 
paragraphs (3) and (4), the total number of immigrant visas made available to natives of any 
single foreign state or dependent area under section 203(a) in any fiscal year may not exceed 
15 percent (in the case of a single foreign state) or 2 percent (in the case of a dependent area) 
of the total number of such visas made available under such section in that fiscal year.”. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 202 of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1152) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking “both subsections (a) and (b) of section 203” and 
inserting “section 203(a)”; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (5); and 

(2) by amending subsection (e) to read as follows: 

“(e) SPECIAL RULES FOR COUNTRIES AT CEILING.—If the total number of immigrant visas made 
available under section 203(a) to natives of any single foreign state or dependent area will exceed 
the numerical limitation specified in subsection (a)(2) in any fiscal year, immigrant visas shall be 
allotted to such natives under section 203(a) (to the extent practicable and otherwise consistent with 
this section and section 203) in a manner so that, except as provided in subsection (a)(4), the 
proportion of the visas made available under each of paragraphs (1) through (4) of section 203(a) is 
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equal to the ratio of the total visas made available under the respective paragraph to the total visas 
made available under section 203(a).”. 

(c) COUNTRY-SPECIFIC OFFSET.—Section 2 of the Chinese Student Protection Act of 1992 (8 
U.S.C. 1255 note) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking “(as defined in subsection (e))”; 

(2) by striking subsection (d); and 

(3) by redesignating subsection (e) as subsection (d). 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this section shall take effect as if enacted on 
September 30, 2016, and shall apply to fiscal year 2017 and each subsequent fiscal year. 

(e) TRANSITION RULES FOR EMPLOYMENT-BASED IMMIGRANTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2) through (4), and notwithstanding title II of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.), the following rules shall apply: 

(A) For fiscal year 2017, 15 percent of the immigrant visas made available under each of 
paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 203(b) of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)) shall be allotted 
to immigrants who are natives of a foreign state or dependent area that was not one of the 
two states with the largest aggregate numbers of natives obtaining immigrant visas during 
fiscal year 2011 under such paragraphs. 

(B) For fiscal year 2018, 10 percent of the immigrant visas made available under each of 
such paragraphs shall be allotted to immigrants who are natives of a foreign state or 
dependent area that was not one of the two states with the largest aggregate numbers of 
natives obtaining immigrant visas during fiscal year 2012 under such paragraphs. 

(C) For fiscal year 2019, 10 percent of the immigrant visas made available under each of 
such paragraphs shall be allotted to immigrants who are natives of a foreign state or 
dependent area that was not one of the two states with the largest aggregate numbers of 
natives obtaining immigrant visas during fiscal year 2015 under such paragraphs. 

(2) PER-COUNTRY LEVELS.— 

(A) RESERVED VISAS.—The number of visas reserved under each of subparagraphs 
(A) through (C) of paragraph (1) made available to natives of any single foreign state or 
dependent area in the appropriate fiscal year may not exceed 25 percent (in the case of a 
single foreign state) or 2 percent (in the case of a dependent area) of the total number of 
such visas. 
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(B) UNRESERVED VISAS.—Not more than 85 percent of the immigrant visas made 
available under each of paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 203(b) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)) and not reserved under paragraph (1), for each of the 
fiscal years 2015, 2016, and 2017, may be allotted to immigrants who are natives of any 
single foreign state. 

(3) SPECIAL RULE TO PREVENT UNUSED VISAS.—If, with respect to fiscal year 2015, 
2016, or 2017, the application of paragraphs (1) and (2) would prevent the total number of 
immigrant visas made available under paragraph (2) or (3) of section 203(b) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)) from being issued, such visas may be 
issued during the remainder of such fiscal year without regard to paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(4) RULES FOR CHARGEABILITY.—Section 202(b) of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1152(b)) shall 
apply in determining the foreign state to which an alien is chargeable for purposes of this 
subsection. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S. 45 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. Cruz (for himself, Mr. Perdue, Mr. Grassley, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Sasse, Mr. 
Wicker, Mr. Boozman, and Mr. Cotton) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to increase penalties for individuals who illegally reenter 
the United States after being removed and for other purposes. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION. 1. INCREASED PENALTIES FOR REENTRY OF REMOVED ALIEN. 

Section 276 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1326) is amended— 
(1) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; 
(2) by striking subsections (a) and (b) and inserting the following: 

“(a) In General.—Subject to subsections (b) and (c), any alien who— 
“(1) has been denied admission, excluded, deported, or removed or has departed the 
United States while an order of exclusion, deportation, or removal is outstanding; and 
“(2) thereafter enters, attempts to enter, or is at any time found in, the United States, 
unless— 

“(A) prior to the alien’s reembarkation at a place outside the United States or the 
alien’s application for admission from foreign contiguous territory, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security has expressly consented to such alien’s reapplying for 
admission; or 
“(B) with respect to an alien previously denied admission and removed, such 
alien shall establish that the alien was not required to obtain such advance 
consent under this Act or any prior Act, 
shall be fined under title 18, United States Code, imprisoned not more than five 
years, or both. 

“(b) Criminal Penalties For Reentry Of Certain Removed Aliens.— 
“(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the penalty under subsection (a), and except as 
provided in subsection (c), an alien described in subsection (a)— 

“(A) who was convicted before such removal or departure of three or more 
misdemeanors involving drugs, crimes against the person, or both, or a felony 
(other than an aggravated felony), shall be fined under title 18, United States 
Code, imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both; 
“(B) who has been excluded from the United States pursuant to section 235(c) 
because the alien was inadmissible under section 212(a)(3)(B) or who has been 
removed from the United States pursuant to title V, and who thereafter, without 
the permission of the Secretary of Homeland Security, enters the United States, 
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under title 18, United States Code, and 
imprisoned for a period of 10 years, which sentence shall not run concurrently 
with any other sentence; 
“(C) who was removed from the United States pursuant to section 241(a)(4)(B) 
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who thereafter, without the permission of the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
enters, attempts to enter, or is at any time found in, the United States, shall be 
fined under title 18, United States Code, imprisoned for not more than 10 years, 
or both; and 
“(D) who has been denied admission, excluded, deported, or removed three or 
more times and thereafter enters, attempts to enter, crosses the border to, attempts 
to cross the border to, or is at any time found in the United States, shall be fined 
under title 18, United States Code, imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both. 

“(2) REMOVAL DEFINED.—In this subsection and in subsection (c), the term 
‘removal’ includes any agreement in which an alien stipulates to removal during (or not 
during) a criminal trial under either Federal or State law. 

“(c) Mandatory Minimum Criminal Penalty For Reentry Of Certain Removed Aliens.—Notwithstanding 
the penalties provided in subsections (a) and (b), an alien described in subsection (a)— 

“(1) who was convicted before such removal or departure of an aggravated felony; or 
“(2) who was convicted at least two times before such removal or departure of illegal 
reentry under this section, shall be imprisoned not less than five years and not more than 
20 years, and may, in addition, be fined under title 18, United States Code.”; and 
(3) in subsection (d), as redesignated by paragraph (1)— 

(A) by striking “section 242(h)(2)” and inserting “section 241(a)(4)”; and 
(B) by striking “Attorney General” and inserting “Secretary of Homeland 
Security”. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session  

S. RES. 181 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Sasse submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives with respect to the nomination of Neil Gorsuch to 
the Supreme Court. 
 
Whereas the Supreme Court has had a vacant seat since the death of Justice Antonin Scalia; 
 
Whereas Neil Gorsuch is a defender of the intrinsic value of human life; 
 
Whereas Neil Gorsuch is a defender of religious liberty; 
 
Whereas Neil Gorsuch is a constitutional conservative who will honor the ideals of our Founding Fathers; 
and 
 
Whereas Neil Gorsuch was previously nominated to the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals and confirmed by 
the Senate unanimously: Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of 
Representatives that— 

(1) the House firmly supports the nomination of Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court; and 
(2) the Senate should hold a swift confirmation of this nomination. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 220 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BURR, Mr. COTTON, 
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. ENZI, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. INHOFE, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. MORAN, Mr. PERDUE, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. WICKER, and 
Mr. ISAKSON) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary 

 
A BILL 

To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit a health care practitioner from failing to exercise the 
proper degree of care in the case of a child who survives an abortion or attempted abortion. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SEC. 1. BORN-ALIVE INFANTS PROTECTION. 

(a) REQUIREMENTS PERTAINING TO BORN-ALIVE ABORTION SURVIVORS.—Chapter 74 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting after section 1531 the following: 

“§ 1532. Requirements pertaining to born-alive abortion survivors 

“(a) REQUIREMENTS FOR HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONERS.—In the case of an abortion or attempted 
abortion that results in a child born alive (as defined in section 8 of title 1, United States Code 
(commonly known as the ‘Born-Alive Infants Protection Act’)): 

“(1) DEGREE OF CARE REQUIRED; IMMEDIATE ADMISSION TO A HOSPITAL.—
Any health care practitioner present at the time the child is born alive shall— 

“(A) exercise the same degree of professional skill, care, and diligence to preserve the life 
and health of the child as a reasonably diligent and conscientious health care practitioner 
would render to any other child born alive at the same gestational age; and 

“(B) following the exercise of skill, care, and diligence required under subparagraph (A), 
ensure that the child born alive is immediately transported and admitted to a hospital. 

“(2) MANDATORY REPORTING OF VIOLATIONS.—A health care practitioner or any 
employee of a hospital, a physician’s office, or an abortion clinic who has knowledge of a 
failure to comply with the requirements of paragraph (1) shall immediately report the failure to 
an appropriate State or Federal law enforcement agency, or to both. 
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“(b) PENALTIES.— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Whoever violates subsection (a) shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or both. 

“(2) INTENTIONAL KILLING OF CHILD BORN ALIVE.—Whoever intentionally performs 
or attempts to perform an overt act that kills a child born alive described under subsection (a), 
shall be punished as under section 1111 of this title for intentionally killing or attempting to 
kill a human being. 

“(c) BAR TO PROSECUTION.—The mother of a child born alive described under subsection (a) may 
not be prosecuted under this section, for conspiracy to violate this section, or for an offense under 
section 3 or 4 of this title based on such a violation. 

“(d) CIVIL REMEDIES.— 

“(1) CIVIL ACTION BY A WOMAN ON WHOM AN ABORTION IS PERFORMED.—If a 
child is born alive and there is a violation of subsection (a), the woman upon whom the 
abortion was performed or attempted may, in a civil action against any person who committed 
the violation, obtain appropriate relief. 

“(2) APPROPRIATE RELIEF.—Appropriate relief in a civil action under this subsection 
includes— 

“(A) objectively verifiable money damage for all injuries, psychological and physical, 
occasioned by the violation of subsection (a); 

“(B) statutory damages equal to 3 times the cost of the abortion or attempted abortion; 
and 

“(C) punitive damages. 

“(3) ATTORNEY’S FEE FOR PLAINTIFF.—The court shall award a reasonable attorney’s 
fee to a prevailing plaintiff in a civil action under this subsection. 

“(4) ATTORNEY’S FEE FOR DEFENDANT.—If a defendant in a civil action under this 
subsection prevails and the court finds that the plaintiff’s suit was frivolous, the court shall 
award a reasonable attorney’s fee in favor of the defendant against the plaintiff. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 3415 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. PERDUE introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary 

 
A BILL 

 
To improve homeland security, including domestic preparedness and response to terrorism, by reforming 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers to provide training to first responders, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING CENTERS. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Section 884 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 464) is 
amended to read as follows: 

“SEC. 884. FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING CENTERS. 

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall maintain in the Department the Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Centers (referred to in this section as ‘FLETC’), headed by a Director, who 
shall report to the Secretary. 

“(b) POSITION.—The Director shall occupy a career-reserved position within the Senior Executive 
Service. 

“(c) FUNCTIONS OF THE DIRECTOR.—The Director shall— 

“(1) develop training goals and establish strategic and tactical organizational program plans 
and priorities; 

“(2) provide direction and management for FLETC’s training facilities, programs, and support 
activities while ensuring that organizational program goals and priorities are executed in an 
effective and efficient manner; 

“(3) develop homeland security and law enforcement training curricula, including curricula 
related to domestic preparedness and response to threats or acts of terrorism, for Federal, State, 
local, tribal, territorial, and international law enforcement and security agencies and private 
sector security agencies; 
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“(4) monitor progress toward strategic and tactical FLETC plans regarding training curricula, 
including curricula related to domestic preparedness and response to threats or acts of 
terrorism, and facilities; 

“(5) ensure the timely dissemination of homeland security information as necessary to Federal, 
State, local, tribal, territorial, and international law enforcement and security agencies and the 
private sector to achieve the training goals for such entities, in accordance with paragraph (1); 

“(6) carry out delegated acquisition responsibilities in a manner that— 

“(A) fully complies with— 

“(i) Federal law; 

“(ii) the Federal Acquisition Regulation, including requirements regarding agency 
obligations to contract only with responsible prospective contractors; and 

“(iii) Department acquisition management directives; and 

“(B) maximizes opportunities for small business participation; 

“(7) coordinate and share information with the heads of relevant components and offices on 
digital learning and training resources, as appropriate; 

“(8) advise the Secretary on matters relating to executive level policy and program 
administration of Federal, State, local, tribal, territorial, and international law enforcement and 
security training activities and private sector security agency training activities, including 
training activities related to domestic preparedness and response to threats or acts of terrorism; 

“(9) collaborate with the Secretary and relevant officials at other Federal departments and 
agencies, as appropriate, to improve international instructional development, training, and 
technical assistance provided by the Federal Government to foreign law enforcement; and 

“(10) carry out such other functions as the Secretary determines are appropriate. 

“(d) TRAINING RESPONSIBILITIES.— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director is authorized to provide training to employees of Federal 
agencies who are engaged, directly or indirectly, in homeland security operations or Federal 
law enforcement activities, including such operations or activities related to domestic 
preparedness and response to threats or acts of terrorism. In carrying out such training, the 
Director shall— 

“(A) evaluate best practices of law enforcement training methods and curriculum content 
to maintain state-of-the-art expertise in adult learning methodology; 
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“(B) provide expertise and technical assistance, including on domestic preparedness and 
response to threats or acts of terrorism, to Federal, State, local, tribal, territorial, and 
international law enforcement and security agencies and private sector security agencies; 
and 

“(C) maintain a performance evaluation process for students. 

“(e) ADDITIONAL FISCAL AUTHORITIES.—In order to further the goals and objectives of FLETC, the 
Director is authorized to— 

“(1) expend funds for public awareness and to enhance community support of law enforcement 
training, including the advertisement of available law enforcement training programs; 

“(2) accept and use gifts of property, both real and personal, and to accept gifts of services, for 
purposes that promote the functions of the Director pursuant to subsection (c) and the training 
responsibilities of the Director under subsection (d); 

“(3) accept reimbursement from other Federal agencies for the construction or renovation of 
training and support facilities and the use of equipment and technology on government-owned 
property; 

“(4) obligate funds in anticipation of reimbursements from agencies receiving training at 
FLETC, except that total obligations at the end of a fiscal year may not exceed total budgetary 
resources available at the end of such fiscal year; 

“(5) in accordance with the purchasing authority provided under section 505 of the Department 
of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2004 (Public Law 108–90; 6 U.S.C. 453a)— 

“(A) purchase employee and student uniforms; and 

“(B) purchase and lease passenger motor vehicles, including vehicles for police-type use; 

“(6) provide room and board for student interns; and 

“(7) expend funds each fiscal year to honor and memorialize FLETC graduates who have died 
in the line of duty. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2372 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and Mr. BURR) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
 

 

A BILL 
 
To require reporting of terrorist activities and the unlawful distribution of information relating to 
explosives, and for other purposes. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION. 1. REQUIREMENT TO REPORT TERRORIST ACTIVITIES AND THE 

UNLAWFUL DISTRIBUTION OF INFORMATION RELATING TO EXPLOSIVES. 
 

(a) DUTY TO REPORT.—Whoever, while engaged in providing an electronic communication service 
or a remote computing service to the public through a facility or means of interstate or foreign 
commerce, obtains actual knowledge of any terrorist activity, including the facts or circumstances 
described in subsection (c), shall, as soon as reasonably possible, provide to the appropriate 
authorities the facts or circumstances of the alleged terrorist activities. 

(b) ATTORNEY GENERAL DETERMINATION.—The Attorney General shall determine the appropriate 
authorities referred to in subsection (a). 

(c) FACTS OR CIRCUMSTANCES.—The facts or circumstances described in this subsection, include 
any facts or circumstances from which there is an apparent violation of section 842(p) of title 18, 
United States Code, that involves distribution of information relating to explosives, destructive 
devices, and weapons of mass destruction. 

(d) PROTECTION OF PRIVACY.—Nothing in this section may be construed to require the provider of 
an electronic communication service or of a remote computing service— 

(1) to monitor any user, subscriber, or customer of that provider; or 

(2) to monitor the content of any communication of any person described in paragraph (1). 
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115TH CONGRESS 

1st SESSION 
S. 3252 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

 
Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. DURBIN) introduced the following bill; which was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration 

A BILL 
 

To require States to automatically register eligible voters to vote in elections for Federal office, and for    
other purposes. 

 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION 1. AUTOMATIC REGISTRATION OF ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS. 

(a) REQUIRING STATES TO ESTABLISH AND OPERATE AUTOMATIC REGISTRATION SYSTEM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The chief State election official of each State shall establish and operate a 
system of automatic registration for the registration of eligible individuals to vote for elections 
for Federal office in the State, in accordance with the provisions of this Act. 

(b) REGISTRATION OF VOTERS BASED ON NEW AGENCY RECORDS.—The chief State election   
official shall— 

(1) ensure that any individual who is eligible to register to vote in elections for Federal office 
in the State is promptly registered to vote after the individual has not declined registration and 
the individual’s information has been transmitted by a contributing agency; and; 
 
(2) send written notice to the individual, in addition to other means of notice established by this 
Act, of the individual’s voter registration status. 
 

(c) ONE-TIME REGISTRATION OF VOTERS BASED ON EXISTING CONTRIBUTING AGENCY 
RECORDS.—The chief State election official shall— 

(1) identify all individuals whose information is transmitted by a contributing agency pursuant 
to section 4 and who are eligible to be, but are not currently, registered to vote in that State; 
 

(2) promptly send each such individual written notice, in addition to other means of notice 
established by this Act, which shall not identify the contributing agency that transmitted the 
information but shall include— 

(A) an explanation that voter registration is voluntary, but if the individual does not 
decline registration, the individual will be registered to vote; 
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(B) a statement offering the opportunity to decline voter registration through any means 
set forth by the State consistent with this Act’s requirements; 
 
(C) in the case of a State in which affiliation or enrollment with a political party is 
required in order to participate in an election to select the party’s candidate in an election 
for Federal office, a statement offering the individual the opportunity to affiliate or enroll 
with a political party or to decline to affiliate or enroll with a political party, through such 
means as the State may establish consistent with the requirements of this Act; 

 
(3) ensure that each such individual who is eligible to register to vote in elections for Federal 
office in the State is promptly registered to vote, unless the individual declines registration by 
providing the appropriate State election official with notice within the specified time period; 
 

SEC. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection (b), this Act and the amendments made by 
this Act shall apply with respect to a State beginning January 1, 2019. 
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session 

S. 1520 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Ms. Klobuchar (for herself and Ms. Hirono) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 
A BILL 

 
To protect victims of stalking from gun violence. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. ADDITION OF DATING PARTNERS AND INDIVIDUALS SUBJECT TO 
RESTRAINING ORDERS. 
 
(a) Definition.—Section 921(a) of title 18, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (32) and inserting the following: 
 

“(32) The term ‘intimate partner’— 
“(A) means with respect to a person, the spouse of the person, a former spouse of 
the person, an individual who is a parent of a child of the person, and an 
individual who cohabitates or has cohabited with the person; and 
“(B) includes— 

“(i) a dating partner (as defined in section 2266); and 
“(ii) any other person similarly situated to a spouse who is protected by 
the domestic or family violence laws of the State or tribal jurisdiction in 
which the injury occurred or where the victim resides.”; and 

(2) in paragraph (33)(A)(ii)— 
(A) by inserting “intimate partner,” after “former spouse,”; and 
(B) by inserting “intimate partner,” after “a spouse,” each place it appears. 

(b) Addition Of Stalking.—Section 922 of title 18, United States Code, is amended— 
(1) in subsection (d)— 

(A) in paragraph (8)(ii), by striking “or” at the end; 
(B) in paragraph (9), by striking the period at the end and inserting “; or”; and 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (9) the following: 

“(10) has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of 
stalking.”; and 

(2) in subsection (g)— 
(A) in paragraph (8)(C)(ii), by striking “or” at the end; 
(B) in paragraph (9), by striking the comma at the end and inserting “; or”; and 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (9) the following: 

 
“(10) has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of 
stalking,”. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION  

S. 217 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Mr. Blumenthal (for himself, Ms. Baldwin, Mrs. Boxer, Mrs. Murray, Mr. Schatz, Ms. Hirono, Mr. 
Whitehouse, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Schumer, Mrs. Gillibrand, Ms. Cantwell, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Brown, Ms. 
Warren, Mr. Tester, Mr. Menendez, Mr. Heinrich, Mr. Coons, Mr. Markey, Mr. Merkley, Mrs. Shaheen, 
Ms. Mikulski, Mr. Booker, Mrs. Feinstein, Ms. Stabenow, Mr. Wyden, Mr. Franken, Ms. Klobuchar, Mr. 
Cardin, Mrs. McCaskill, Mr. Durbin, Mr. Peters, and Mr. Bennet) introduced the following bill; which 
was read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 
A BILL 

To protect a woman's right to determine whether and when to bear a child or end a pregnancy by limiting 
restrictions on the provision of abortion services. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION 1 PROHIBITED MEASURES AND ACTIONS. 
 
(a) General Prohibitions.—The following limitations or requirements are unlawful and shall not be 
imposed or applied by any government because they single out the provision of abortion services for 
restrictions that are more burdensome than those restrictions imposed on medically comparable 
procedures, they do not significantly advance women’s health or the safety of abortion services, and they 
make abortion services more difficult to access: 

(1) A requirement that a medical professional perform specific tests or medical procedures in 
connection with the provision of an abortion, unless generally required for the provision of 
medically comparable procedures. 
(2) A requirement that the same clinician who performs a patient’s abortion also perform 
specified tests, services or procedures prior, or subsequent, to the abortion. 
(3) A limitation on an abortion provider’s ability to prescribe or dispense drugs based on current 
evidence-based regimens or her or his good-faith medical judgment, other than a limitation 
generally applicable to the medical profession. 
(4) A limitation on an abortion provider’s ability to provide abortion services via telemedicine, 
other than a limitation generally applicable to the provision of medical services via telemedicine. 
(5) A requirement or limitation concerning the physical plant, equipment, staffing, or hospital 
transfer arrangements of facilities where abortions are performed, or the credentials or hospital 
privileges or status of personnel at such facilities, that is not imposed on facilities or the personnel 
of facilities where medically comparable procedures are performed. 
(6) A requirement that, prior to obtaining an abortion, a patient make one or more medically 
unnecessary in-person visits to the provider of abortion services or to any individual or entity that 
does not provide abortion services. 
(7) A requirement or limitation that prohibits or restricts medical training for abortion procedures, 
other than a requirement or limitation generally applicable to medical training for medically 
comparable procedures. 

(b) Other Prohibited Measures Or Actions.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A measure or action that applies to and restricts the provision of abortion 
services or the facilities that provide abortion services that is similar to any of the prohibited 
limitations or requirements described in subsection (a) shall be unlawful if such measure or action 
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singles out abortion services or makes abortion services more difficult to access and does not 
significantly advance women’s health or the safety of abortion services. 
(2) PRIMA FACIE CASE.—To make a prima facie showing that a measure or action is unlawful 
under paragraph (1) a plaintiff shall demonstrate that the measure or action involved— 

(A) singles out the provision of abortion services or facilities in which abortion services 
are performed; or 
(B) impedes women’s access to abortion services based on one or more of the factors 
described in paragraph (3). 

(3) FACTORS.—Factors for a court to consider in determining whether a measure or action 
impedes access to abortion services for purposes of paragraph (2)(B) include the following: 

(A) Whether the measure or action interferes with an abortion provider’s ability to 
provide care and render services in accordance with her or his good-faith medical 
judgment. 
(B) Whether the measure or action is reasonably likely to delay some women in accessing 
abortion services. 
(C) Whether the measure or action is reasonably likely to directly or indirectly increase 
the cost of providing abortion services or the cost for obtaining abortion services 
(including costs associated with travel, childcare, or time off work). 
(D) Whether the measure or action requires, or is reasonably likely to have the effect of 
necessitating, a trip to the offices of the abortion provider that would not otherwise be 
required. 
(E) Whether the measure or action is reasonably likely to result in a decrease in the 
availability of abortion services in the State. 
(F) Whether the measure or action imposes criminal or civil penalties that are not 
imposed on other health care professionals for comparable conduct or failure to act or 
that are harsher than penalties imposed on other health care professionals for comparable 
conduct or failure to act. 
(G) The cumulative impact of the measure or action combined with other new or existing 
requirements or restrictions. 

(4) DEFENSE.—A measure or action shall be unlawful under this subsection upon making a 
prima facie case (as provided for under paragraph (2)), unless the defendant establishes, by clear 
and convincing evidence, that— 

(A) the measure or action significantly advances the safety of abortion services or the 
health of women; and 
(B) the safety of abortion services or the health of women cannot be advanced by a less 
restrictive alternative measure or action. 

(c) Other Prohibitions.—The following restrictions on the performance of abortion are unlawful and shall 
not be imposed or applied by any government: 

(1) A prohibition or ban on abortion prior to fetal viability. 
(2) A prohibition on abortion after fetal viability when, in the good-faith medical judgment of the 
treating physician, continuation of the pregnancy would pose a risk to the pregnant woman’s life 
or health. 
(3) A restriction that limits a pregnant woman’s ability to obtain an immediate abortion when a 
health care professional believes, based on her or his good-faith medical judgment, that delay 
would pose a risk to the woman’s health. 
(4) A measure or action that prohibits or restricts a woman from obtaining an abortion prior to 
fetal viability based on her reasons or perceived reasons or that requires a woman to state her 
reasons before obtaining an abortion prior to fetal viability. 

(d) Limitation.—The provisions of this Act shall not apply to laws regulating physical access to clinic 
entrances, requirements for parental consent or notification before a minor may obtain an abortion, 
insurance or medical assistance coverage of abortion, or the procedure described in section 1531(b)(1) of 
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title 18, United States Code. 
(e) Effective Date.—This Act shall apply to government restrictions on the provision of abortion services, 
whether statutory or otherwise, whether they are enacted or imposed prior to or after the date of 
enactment of this Act. 
 
SEC. 2. LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION. 
 
(a) Liberal Construction.—In interpreting the provisions of this Act, a court shall liberally construe such 
provisions to effectuate the purposes of the Act. 
(b) Rule Of Construction.—Nothing in this Act shall be construed to authorize any government to 
interfere with a woman’s ability to terminate her pregnancy, to diminish or in any way negatively affect a 
woman’s constitutional right to terminate her pregnancy, or to displace any other remedy for violations of 
the constitutional right to terminate a pregnancy. 
 
SEC. 3. ENFORCEMENT. 
 
(a) Attorney General.—The Attorney General may commence a civil action for prospective injunctive 
relief on behalf of the United States against any government official that is charged with implementing or 
enforcing any restriction that is challenged as unlawful under this Act. 
(b) Private Right Of Action.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any individual or entity aggrieved by an alleged violation of this Act may 
commence a civil action for prospective injunctive relief against the government official that is 
charged with implementing or enforcing the restriction that is challenged as unlawful under this 
Act. 
(2) FACILITY OR PROFESSIONAL.—A health care facility or medical professional may 
commence an action for prospective injunctive relief on behalf of the facility’s or professional’s 
patients who are or may be adversely affected by an alleged violation of this Act. 

(c) Equitable Relief.—In any action under this section, the court may award appropriate equitable relief, 
including temporary, preliminary, or permanent injunctive relief. 
(d) Costs.—In any action under this section, the court shall award costs, as well as reasonable attorneys' 
fees, to any prevailing plaintiff. A plaintiff shall not be liable to a defendant for costs in an action under 
this section. 
(e) Jurisdiction.—The district courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction over proceedings 
commenced pursuant to this section and shall exercise the same without regard to whether the party 
aggrieved shall have exhausted any administrative or other remedies that may be provided for by law. 
 
SEC. 4. PREEMPTION. 
 
No State or subdivision thereof shall enact or enforce any law, rule, regulation, standard, or other 
provision having the force and effect of law that conflicts with any provision of this Act. 
 
SEC. 5. SEVERABILITY. 
 

If any provision of this Act, or the application of such provision to any person or circumstance, is 
held to be unconstitutional, the remainder of this Act, or the application of such provision to all 
other persons or circumstances, shall not b 
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115TH CONGRESS 

2D SESSION 
S. 3348 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. BENNET, Ms. WARREN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. KAINE, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. MURPHY, and Mr. UDALL) introduced the following bill; which was read the first time 

 
A BILL 

 
To amend the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to require candidates of major parties for the office 
of President to disclose recent tax return information. 

 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION 1. DISCLOSURE OF RECENT TAX RETURNS OF CERTAIN PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES. 
 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 304 of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (52 U.S.C. 30104) is 
amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 

 
“(j) DISCLOSURE OF TAX RETURNS OF CERTAIN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES.— 

 
“(1) IN GENERAL.—Each candidate of a major party for the office of President shall file with 
the Commission, not later than 15 days after such candidate is nominated, a copy of the income 
tax returns of such candidate for the 3 most recent taxable years for which such a return has 
been filed with the Internal Revenue Service as of the date of the nomination. 
 
“(2) PROCEDURE IF NO INFORMATION FILED.—In any case in which the candidate of a 
major party for the office of President has not filed with the Commission the income tax 
returns described in paragraph (1) before the date which is 30 days after the date such 
candidate is nominated, the Chairman of the Commission shall request the Secretary of the 
Treasury to provide such returns. 
 
“(3) RETURNS MADE PUBLIC.—A tax return provided to the Commission by a candidate 
under paragraph (1) or by the Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to paragraph (2) shall be 
treated in the same manner as a report filed by the candidate and, except as provided in 
paragraph (4), shall be made publicly available at the same time and in the same manner as 
other reports and statements under this section. 
 
“(4) REDACTION OF CERTAIN INFORMATION.—Before making any return described in 
paragraph (1) or (2) available to the public, the Commission shall redact such information as 
the Commission, in consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury (or the Secretary's 
delegate), determines appropriate. 
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(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this section shall take effect on the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 2540 
 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr. REID, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. UDALL, and Mr. BROWN) introduced the following bill; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 
A BILL 

 
To provide access to counsel for unaccompanied children and other vulnerable populations. 

 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

 
SECTION 1. IMPROVING IMMIGRATION COURT EFFICIENCY AND REDUCING COSTS 
BY INCREASING ACCESS TO LEGAL INFORMATION. 

 
(a) APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL IN CERTAIN CASES; RIGHT TO REVIEW CERTAIN DOCUMENTS IN 
REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.—Section 240(b) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1229a(b)) is amended— 

 
(1) in paragraph (4)— 

 
 (A) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the following: 

 
“(1) the Attorney General may appoint or provide counsel, at Government 
expense, to aliens in immigration proceedings; 
 
“(2) the alien shall, at the beginning of the proceedings or as expeditiously as 
possible, automatically receive a complete copy of all relevant documents in the 
possession of the Department of Homeland Security, including all documents 
(other than documents protected from disclosure by privilege) contained in the 
file maintained by the Government that includes information with respect to all 
transactions involving the alien during the immigration process, and all 
documents pertaining to the alien that the Department of Homeland Security has 
obtained or received from other government agencies, unless the alien waives the 
right to receive such documents by executing a knowing and voluntary written 
waiver in a language that he or she understands fluently;”; and 

 
(B) in subparagraph (D) by adding at the end the following: 

 
“(8) FAILURE TO PROVIDE ALIEN REQUIRED DOCUMENTS.—In the 
absence of a waiver under paragraph (4)(A), a removal proceeding may not 
proceed until the alien— 

 
“(A) has received the documents as required under such paragraph; and 
 
“(B) has been provided meaningful time to review and assess such 
documents.”. 
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(b) CLARIFICATION REGARDING THE AUTHORITY OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO APPOINT 
COUNSEL TO ALIENS IN IMMIGRATION PROCEEDINGS.—Section 292 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1362) is amended— 

 
 (3) by adding at the end the following: 

 
“(b) ACCESS TO COUNSEL.—The Attorney General may appoint or provide 
counsel to aliens in any proceeding conducted under section 235, 236, 238, 240, 
or 241 or any other section of this Act. The Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
ensure that aliens have access to counsel inside all immigration detention and 
border facilities.”. 
 
(c) APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL FOR UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN CHILDREN AND 
VULNERABLE ALIENS.— 

 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 292 of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1362is further amended by adding at the end the following: 

 
“(c) UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE 
ALIENS.—Notwithstanding subsection (b), the Attorney General 
shall appoint counsel, at the expense of the Government if 
necessary, at the beginning of the proceedings or as 
expeditiously as possible, to represent in such proceedings any 
alien who has been determined by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security or the Attorney General to be— 

 
“(1) an unaccompanied alien child  
 
“(2) a particularly vulnerable individual, such as— 

 
“(A) a person with a disability; or 
 
“(B) a victim of abuse, torture, or violence; or 

 
“(3) an individual whose circumstances are such that the 
appointment of counsel is necessary to help ensure fair 
resolution and efficient adjudication of the proceedings. 

 
SEC. 2. ACCESS BY COUNSEL AND LEGAL ORIENTATION AT DETENTION FACILITIES. 

 
(a) ACCESS TO COUNSEL.—The Secretary of Homeland Security shall facilitate access to counsel 

for all aliens detained in facilities under the supervision of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement or of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, including providing information to 
aliens in detention about legal services programs at detention facilities. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Judiciary Committee 29	

115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

S. 54 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. WARREN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. WYDEN) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 
A BILL 

To prohibit the creation of an immigration-related registry program that classifies people on the basis of 
religion, race, age, gender, ethnicity, national origin, nationality, or citizenship. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
 

SECTION. 1. PROHIBITION OF CERTAIN IMMIGRATION-RELATED REGISTRY 
PROGRAMS. 

(a) PROHIBITION.—Subject to subsection (b) and notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
including sections 263, 265, and 266 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1303, 1305, 
and 1306)— 

(1) the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of Justice, or any other Federal 
department may not create or implement a law enforcement or national security program that 
requires, or has the effect of causing, people to register or check in on the basis of religion, 
race, age, gender, ethnicity, national origin, nationality, or citizenship; and 

(2) consistent with the prohibition under paragraph (1), no Federal funds may be used to create 
or implement an immigration registry or check-in program. 

(b) INAPPLICABILITY TO CERTAIN FEDERAL PROGRAMS.—The prohibitions under subsection (a) 
shall not apply to any Federal program that— 

(1) merely collects and compiles data about aliens entering or exiting the United States; or 

(2) issues visas, grants United States citizenship, confers an immigration benefit to nationals of 
a foreign country, or temporarily or permanently protects noncitizens from removal. 

 
 


