
A message from Stetson’s Director of 

Public Safety 

     Life across Florida has many benefits, but Floridians know they must be aware of the 

possibility of hurricanes from June 1st through November 30th each year. Hurricanes have 

been forming and traversing warm water for thousands of years.  They are the largest of 

weather phenomena.  Technological advances have made it easier to track them and glob-

al, dynamic, and ensemble modeling have increased path prediction accuracy so they do 

not strike land with little warning like tornados.  With hurricanes, we have time to prepare 

and plan for our personal and institutional safety. 

     Electronic media devices now allow us to observe tropical storms and hurricane activi-

ties on our phones, tablets and laptops.  All you need is a weather application and we at 

Stetson encourage you to seek out a local broadcast station, Weather Channel or National 

Weather Service site.  You should consult Stetson University’s website (www.stetson.edu) 

under Public Safety for more information on weather related resources for your planning 

and preparedness needs. Your preparedness actions will contribute to Stetson’s overall 

ability to respond and recover from all types of severe weather events.   

     This guide was developed to assist you in preparing as well as to inform you of actions 

that the university will take if a storm threatens any of our campuses. 

Francisco Ortiz 

Director of Public Safety and 

Coordinator of Emergency 

Management 

http://www.stetson.edu
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What should you do now to be 

ready? 

• Prior to hurricane season, secure a method of monitoring the 

weather through a weather application or a NOAA weather ra-

dio. 

• Prepare yourself by building a disaster supply kit if you live off 

campus in a home or apartment or a “Go Kit” if you will have to 

evacuate to a shelter or try to make it back home should a 

campus need to be evacuated.  

• Stetson University will advise you on whether it will be safe to 

ride out the storm or leave if the campus must evacuate.  Plan 

on what you will do in each eventuality and share your plan 

with family and friends. 

• Monitor the Stetson website for Public Safety messages and 

follow Faculty and Staff instructions sent to you in your email.  

GO KIT 

• Medications 

• Pillow, blanket, air mattress, and/or cot 

• Special dietary needs 

• Passports and other hard to replace documents 

• Cash 

• Identification 

• Clothing for five to seven days, socks, sturdy shoes 

• Personal hygiene items 

• Bottled water, snacks and nutritious food 

• Quiet games, reading material, CD player, headphones, and 
batteries 

• Lightweight folding chair 

• Flashlight and extra batteries 

• Keys to your car and residence/residence hall room 

     To avoid a major expense as a storm approaches, you can begin 

early construction of your kit by buying a few items each time you 

go to the store.  You can build a good kit in a couple of months for 

the cost of a few pizzas. 



What will likely happen? 

     Generally, areas to be evacuated for hurricanes are located 

in storm surge zones located close to the coast, low lying or 

flood prone areas and non-standard buildings such as manu-

factured homes or recreational vehicles (RVs). 

     When a tropical storm or hurricane threatens any of Stet-

son’s campuses, the University will follow it’s comprehensive 

Emergency Management Plan.  This plan provides for protec-

tion of the University’s population, assets and recovery opera-

tions.  The policy group will have important decisions to make 

including class cancellations, building protections and in a 

worse case scenario, campus wide evacuations.  You will be 

informed of what you should do. 

     Hurricanes and tropical storms will not always do what 

tracking models predict and in fact can easily deviate from 

projected paths.  Predicted landfall locations begin to be 

more accurate at 72 hours out, increase substantially at 48 

hours out  and are accurate to within 70 miles at the 24 hour 

out location.  During this watch and prepare period, essential 

leadership (Facilities Management, Public Safety, and the 

Emergency Management Team) will prepare the campus and 

advise students of the University’s planned actions. 



What about my residence hall 

room? 

• Find out what your family homeowner’s insurance poli-

cy covers in your residence hall room.  Check out 

renters insurance if you are interested.  In any event, 

photograph your belongings and/or inventory your 

property in case you need to make an insurance claim 

for any reason later. 

• Close and lock all windows.  Unplug electrical devices 

and lift them off the floor.  Empty refrigerators. 

• Prepare for transporting your pets away from campus 

and have their paperwork with you. 

• Have your Go Kit ready. 

What about my vehicle? 

• Before the 72 hour mark, fill your gas tank and prepare 

to travel if necessary. 

• Review your auto insurance policy so you will know 

what storm coverage you have in case of damage. 

• Make sure your Stetson parking decal is current and   

visible in case we may need to contact you about your 

vehicle. 



What if I’m told to evacuate? 

• Consider staying with friends or family and if necessary, 

a hotel outside of the evacuation zone. 

• Consider public shelters as a last resort.  They are usual-

ly a public school and have cramped or limited space. 

• Students, faculty and staff should plan two evacuation 

locations (1) in county, preferably close to campus (2) 

home or other location outside the storm’s path. 

• Each Florida county posts current shelter lists before 

hurricane season.  Consult the Stetson University web-

site (www.stetson.edu) under Public Safety for more in-

formation. 

• Have your Go Kit ready 

After the storm, then what? 

• Faculty and staff members who evacuated  the campus 

should report back to work as soon as it is safe to leave 

their homes and re-entry to the area is permitted by lo-

cal government. 

• Make sure you have your valid Stetson ID card to assist 

with re-entry to the campus and your residence hall. 

• Students will not be allowed to return until power, wa-

ter and sewage systems are operational and debris re-

moval for access is completed. 

• Buildings will be checked for serviceability and use. Any 

closures will be posted. 

• Upon returning to campus, services may be limited.  

Stetson University will open facilities as soon as they are 

inspected and operational. 



Other Hurricane Produced Hazards 

     Many people associate extreme wind and storm surge 

with hurricanes, but these tropical systems can also produce 

a variety of other hazards that can inflict casualties and fatal-

ities. 

     Tornados - Tornados commonly occur along the right-

front quadrant (relative to the storm’s direction and rotation) 

of a hurricane.  Hurricane produced tornados may occur 

nearly 20 miles from the hurricane eye, and may spawn days 

before and after landfall. 

     Flooding - While storm surge is always a potential threat, 

in the last 40 years, more people have died from hurricane 

produced flooding.  Weak/slow moving hurricanes can     

produce significant rainfall and cause inland flooding.  Water 

damage increases the likelihood of mold contamination in 

buildings, which can be a major health concern for some.     

  

     Hazardous Materials - Storm surge and battering winds 

can decimate infrastructure, buildings, and industrial centers 

creating a cesspool of toxic hazardous materials.  Contami-

nated water supplies may carry disease and cause severe 

sickness if ingested.  Until authorities ensure potable water 

systems are safe, only consume bottled water from reliable 

sources. 

     Recovery Accidents - Downed power lines, twisted debris, 

collapsed buildings, and broken glass create an obstacle 

course of safety hazards.  Anxiousness and carelessness are 

common contributors to hurricane casualties.  Adhere to 

safety precautions and wear protective equipment and cloth-

ing. 

     Animals and Insects - Displaced and disrupted rodents, 

reptiles, stray domestic pets, and insects are also searching 

for food/shelter.  Standing water can become a breeding 

ground for mosquitoes, and debris piles are likely to house 

snakes. 



Resources 

Hurricanes at the least are disruptive.  However, if you prepare and plan and stay informed you can mitigate their effects. We 

hope this guide will be useful to you and alleviate any storm apprehension you might have.  The more prepared and informed 

you are, the more you will contribute to Stetson’s ability to provide continuity of educational operations.  Should you desire 

more information, please visit these websites: 

 

 

 

 

DeLand Campus College of Law     

Gulfport 

College of Law Tampa 

• www.stetson.edu/publicsafety • www.volusia.org/services/public-protection/emergency-

management/pin/ 

• www.nhc.noaa.gov • www.pinellascounty.org/emergency 

• www.floridadisaster.org • www.hillsboroughcounty.org/index.aspx?NID=115 

• www.FLGetAPlan.com • www.flash.org 

• www.fema.gov  

http://www.stetson.edu/publicsafety
http://www.volusia.org/services/public-protection/emergency-management/pin/
http://www.volusia.org/services/public-protection/emergency-management/pin/
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov
http://www.pinellascounty.org/emergency
http://www.floridadisaster.org
http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/index.aspx?NID=115
https://www.floridadisaster.org/planprepare/secure-your-home/
http://www.flash.org
http://www.fema.gov

