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Legal Aid

The LLegal Aid and Advisony: Authorty Was
established in 1976 to: provide afferdable
legall advice and' assistance to: CitiZEns of

Irinidad and ebago.

L.egal Aid IS provided by the llegalfAld &

Authority: Advisor, a unit of: the Ministry, of
L.egall Affiairs

Services are for citizens Who' can not afford
the services ofan atterney:




Who is eligible for Legal
Aid

Old Age Pensioners, juveniles, and the disabled
WHOo get disability: allowance automatically: gualify.
for Legal Aid.

Tihe Magistrates Court or In' criminall proceedings
before the High Court or Court of: Appeal, a

magistrate or'a judge must decide iffa defendantis
eligible for. legalfaidror: representation.

In High' Court Civil' matters, eligibility for legal aidiis
based on the applicant’'s means (dispesable INCOmEe
and capital) as well as the merts of the matter;, as
laid out by the provisions ofi the L'egallAid and
Advice Act.




The Cost of Legal Aid

There is a [$10.00 application fee for [Legal
Aid

=ee |S WalVved for 0ld age PENSIGNErS and Other
DEFSONS 1N receipt of sociallwelfare benefits.
_edal representation IS provided firee off charge.

The Autherity infall'cases pays the attorney.
assigned to represent a legaliaidrapplicant.

A small contribution can be reguested by the
Authorty in Civil Highr Court Matters:.




The Legal Aid Process

How do I apply for Legal Aid?
1o apply: for legal aid, you must visit one of: the legal aid offices, and:
—  Fill glut d form providing basic information about yourself*and the nature of: the
problem.
— \Ifou \fvgl éhen be interviewed by the Legal Officer tordetermine your eligibility for
egal Aid.
I you are not eligible you will'be givenilegal advice and referred to a private attorney.
I eligible, an application form will be given te you. This form is ani affidavit and requires
that you go before the Justice of the Peace or a Commissioner: off Affidavits terswear: to
the information you provide is true and correct.
In the case off civil actions, the application form must be returned together with
requested documents to the office from where it was obtained. You will'be interviewed
by  an investigator who will' prepare a report on your matter.
This report will be considered by the Authoerity at its:monthly: meeting and you will'be
informed in writing whether or not Legal Aid has been'granted.
If- the matter Is in the Magistrates Court or Criminal High Court, the application forms are
ser;t ’Elo the relevant Courts where the request for LLegal Aidlis considered by a Magistrate
or Judge.
You must sign that your application is true. It isian offence torobtain legal aid with false
information.




Legal Aid Representation

Will an experienced lawyer represent
me?

The LLegal Aid'and Advisory: AUEhGHILY, WOrks
alongside Attorneys in private practice Who
Nave agreed to represent applicants via the
L.egal Aid system, so the same Attorneys are
available to [Legal Aid recipients as one
would approeach in: private practice.




When legal aid is denied

Can I appeal if Legal Aid is not approved?

There is no formall appeal mechanism. In Civil High Court
matters, the decision to grant Legal Aid is'based onl the
provisions of the Legal Aid and Advice Act and oni the merits
of the case.

It Legal Aid is refused in such matters; you will'be; informed in
Writing as to the reasons for the refusal.

In Criminal and Magistrates Court matters the decision for aid
IS strictly’ up torar Magistrate or Judge before whom the
application' is brought.

In most cases however, in the interest of justice, legal aid'is
granted.




Contacting the Ministry of
Legal Affairs

http://www.legalaffairs.gov.tt/legalaid)
Default.htm




