
The manatee, a marine mammal in
the biological order Sirenia, has a

distinctive appearance that
probably led to the myth of

mermaids. People have long been
fascinated by these animals. But

their existence in Florida and
elsewhere is threatened. This noted
biologist will talk about manatees

and the efforts to save them.
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Dr .  James “Buddy "  Powe l l  i s  one o f  the  wor ld ’ s  lead ing
exper ts  on  manatees .  Buddy was a  h igh  schoo l
s tudent  when Jacques Cousteau h i red h im as  a  gu ide
to  f ind  manatees  in  Crys ta l  R iver .  Over  the  fo l low ing
four  decades ,  Buddy ’s  work  has  led  to  protect ions  fo r
manatees  and the i r  hab i ta ts  in  F lo r ida ,  West  A f r ica ,
Cent ra l  Amer ica ,  and Cuba.  Wh i le  Buddy ’s  l i ved and
stud ied a l l  over  the  wor ld ,  he  remains  a  s teadfast
F lo r id ian  at  hear t .  Buddy has  t ru ly  found h is  ca l l ing  at
C learwater  Mar ine  Aquar ium,  where  he  serves  as  the
Execut ive  D i rector  o f  the  Research Ins t i tu te ,  wh ich
funct ions  as  the  sc ient i f ic  and conservat ion  d iv i s ion
of  the  organ i zat ion .  In  202 1 ,  Buddy was appo in ted
Pres ident  o f  the  C learwater  Mar ine  Aquar ium,  and
served as  in te r im CEO f rom November  2021  to
September  2022
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