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1993 to
STETSON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW
Present

Gulfport, Florida.  Assistant Professor (1993-1996); Associate Professor (1996- 2000); Professor (2000 - present) 

Teaches Professional Responsibility with specialized courses in Ethics in an Elder Law Practice (LLM) and Ethics in Criminal Law. Also teaches Evidence, Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure. 



Director of the Center of Excellence in Elder Law (2014-present)



Director of the LLM in Elder Law (2015-present)



William Reece Smith, Jr. Distinguished Professor in Professionalism (2005-2011)


 Director of the Center for Excellence in Advocacy (2001-2007)

1989-93
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE FOR THE 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Miami, Florida.  Trial attorney assigned to the public integrity section; responsible for the investigation and prosecution of public officials; sole or lead counsel in prosecutions involving major narcotics traffickers, armed career criminals and kidnappers.

1984-89
DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE FOR THE 

18TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Littleton, Colorado.  Supervising trial attorney; immediate supervisor of fifteen deputy prosecuting attorneys; responsible for case management of all criminal and traffic prosecutions in six county courts and two traffic courts.  Sole or lead counsel in major felony prosecutions including murders, sexual assaults and other violent felonies.
Education:

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO COLLEGE OF LAW, Boulder, Colorado
Juris Doctorate, May 1984, class rank 6/152

Order of the Coif

BAYLOR UNIVERSITY, Waco, Texas
Bachelor of Arts - Psychology, magna cum laude, May 1979

Licenses/Affiliations:
           
Admitted to Colorado Bar, 1984

Admitted to Florida Bar, 1992



Admitted to United States District Court, District of Colorado, 1986
Admitted to the United States District Court, Middle District of                                

Florida, 2015


President of NAELA (2022-2023) 

Member of the NAELA Board of Directors (2012-2016)


Chair of the NAELA Professionalism and Ethics Committee (2015-                                  2017) (member 2004-2005) (2011-2017)



Chair of the NAELA Programs and Publications Committee                                                        (2016-2018) (member 2014-present) 


NAELA Strategic Planning Committee (2022-2023) 



NAELA Diversity Committee (2022-2024) 

Member of the National Elder Law Foundation Exam Committee, that writes             the National Elder Law Certification Exam for Elder Law Attorneys                  (2014-2023)

Member of the Florida Bar Grievance Committee (2014-2017)

Member of the American Bar Association, Co-Chair of the Professionalism            Subcommittee of the Litigation Section

Member of the Florida Bar Professional Ethics Committee (1995-2001)
Member of the Florida Bar Rules of Evidence Committee (2002-2006)
Member of the Florida Bar Standing Committee on Professionalism (2005            to 2011)


Member of NAELA Advocacy/Litigation Section (2011-2012)

Honors and Awards:

Homer and Dolly Hand Award for Excellence in Faculty Research (1997) 
Bronze Telly Award for Educational Videos (1998)
Teacher that is Most Supportive of Student Life Award (1999)
Teacher of the Year (2003)

Most Inspiring Teacher (2004)
Florida Supreme Court Commission on Professionalism, Faculty Award                 in Professionalism (2005)

Florida Supreme Court Commission on Professionalism, Professionalism               award (co-winner with Professor Rebecca Morgan for Ethics in                  the Practice of Elder Law video series)
William Reece Smith, Jr. Distinguished Professor in Professionalism                      (2005-2011)



2006 Fellow to the National Institute for Teaching Ethics and                                                         Professionalism
Appointed by Florida Bar President, Henry Coxe to serve on the                              Attorney/Client Privilege Task Force, and served as the Chair of                the subcommittee on Evidentiary Rule Changes (2006-2008)
Dean’s Award (2009)
Publications: 
The Whole is more than the Sum of its Parts: Holistic Elder Law Practice                 in the Real World (NAELA Journal- 2018)
Bankruptcy Law in Context (Aspen Publishing 2018) 
Can I? Should I Sell Law-Related Financial Services to Clients? 13                                   NAELA Journal 15 (2017)



Elder Law in Context (Aspen Publishing, 2017) 


Ethics and Practice of Elder Law (ABA Publishing, 2012)


Witness Preparation: Regulating the Profession’s “Dirty Little Secret, 38                                      Hasting Constitutional Quarterly 1007 (2011).

Ethics and Elder Law; Teaching Students to Ask the Right Questions, 40                            Stetson Law Review 133 (2010).



The Role of the Defense Attorney: Not Just an Advocate, 7 Ohio State                                            Journal of Criminal Law 657 (2010)



NAELA Aspirational Standards and Commentary; Served on the                                                      committee that drafted Standards which were adopted by the                                          NAELA Board of Governors (2006)(2nd Edition 2017).
          
To Speak or not to Speak: Effect of Third Party Presence on                                        Attorney/Client Privilege, 2 NAELA Law Journal 101 (2005)
            
Introduction to the Center for Excellence in Advocacy Symposium Issue,                     34 Stetson Law Review 1 (2004)
         
Litigating with the Elderly Client,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NAELA Quarterly, Summer 2003 
         
An Unholy Alliance: The Ex Parte Relationship between the Court and                          Prosecutor, 79 Nebraska Law Review 251 (2000)


What You See is What You Get: Applying the Appearance of Impropriety                   Standard to Prosecutors, 63 Missouri Law Review 699 (1998)


A Code of Their Own; Updating the Ethics Code to Include the Non-                         Adversarial Role of Federal Prosecutors, 37 Boston College                          Law Review 923 (1996) 

Professionalism and the Criminal Prosecutor, Florida Institute for                         Litigation Ethics at Stetson University College of Law (1997) (set                 of 15 video scenarios and teaching manual depicting ethical                      dilemmas facing criminal prosecutors).

Does it Cost Too Much? A’Difference’ Look at J.E.B. v. Alabama, 64                          Fordham Law Review 491 (1995) 
 Presentations 2018-2023: 

Sarasota Estate Planning Conference (2023, Dealing with Difficult Families)

Virginia Elder Law Conference (2023, Dealing with Difficult Families and 10 Commandments of Dealing with Clients with Diminshed Capacity) 
 Colorado Bar Association Elder Law Retreat (2023, Avoiding Ethical Snowstorms when Representing Fiduciaries)
Vince Estate Planning Council  (2023, Dealing with Difficult Families) 

Well-Connected Virtual Seminar (2023, What You Don’t Know Could Hurt You: Planning for Your Future)
Suncoast Estate Planners (2023, Elder Law in Song and Dance (we will skip the dance)
Stetson University College of Law Webinar (2022, Representing Clients with Diminished Capacity: You just Got Help from the new Florida Rule 1.14)
Massachusetts Elder Law Bar (2021, NAELA Past, Present, And Future)

Florida Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (2021, NAELA Past, Present, and Future)
New Jersey Bar Association Annual Conference (2021 – Keynote and Presentation: Avoiding Ethical Snow Storms when Representing Clients With Diminished Capacity)
Evansville Bar Association Estate & Business Planning Institute (2020 and 2021, Ethics) 

Elder Law College (2020, Clients with Diminished Capacity)

Special Needs Trust Conference (2020, Ethics/Pooled Trust Alliance)

Missouri Joint Estate Planning and Elder Law Conference (2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020, Ethics)

NAELA Annual Conference (2021, When the Professional becomes Personal)

NAELA Annual Conference (2021, Moderator-The Good, the Bad, the Ugly of Representing Clients during a Pandemic)

Professional Fudicairy Association of California (2021, Ethics)

Stetson Special Needs Trust Basics (2020, Ethics)

Aging in America Annual Conference (San Francisco) (2018, 3 presentations Sexual Issues and Dementia, Financial Exploitation, and Effective Witness Testimony)   


National Attorney General Association (2018 Keynote Speaker on           Financial Exploitation and 2017, Elder Exploitation).


New York Bar Elder Law Section (2018 ,NAELA Aspirational Standards)


 Maryland Bar Elder Law Section (2018, NAELA Aspirational Standards)

 Oklahoma Bar Elder Law Section (2017, 2018, 2019, Ethics).
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