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THE LIFE OF A TRUST:

KEY STAGES OVER TIME

STETSON NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING AND 
SPECIAL NEEDS TRUSTS
OCTOBER 18, 2024

MARY E. O’BYRNE, MODERATOR
KERRY TEDFORD-COLES, STACY SCRIP AND 
ROBERT W. FECHTMAN, PANELISTS

AGENDA

• Introductions

• Begin as you mean to go on.

• Keeping it real for a really long time.

• All good things must come to an end.

• Questions
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PANELISTS

• Kerry Tedford-Coles, Executive Director of Planned Lifetime Assistance 
Network of Connecticut, Inc. (PLAN of CT), Wethersfield, CT.

• Executive Director of the National PLAN Alliance (NPA), Member, Pooled 
Trust National Standards Committee, Board Member and Co-Chair 
Outreach & Education Committee of Association of Pooled Trusts (APT). 

• PLAN of CT serves as trustee for 1,440 accounts, 269 are stand-alone 
and 1171 are pooled trust accounts. 

• ktedford-coles@planofct.org
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PANELISTS

• Stacy Scrip, Trust Case Manager, Capital First Trust Company; 
Milwaukee, WI 

• Registered Settlement Planner and Certified Trust and Financial 
Advisor; member of the Board of Directors of the Society of 
Settlement Planners.  

• Capital First serves as Trustee for over 3,200 trusts, of which more 
than 500 are special needs trusts. 

• sscrip@capitalfirsttrust.com

4

PANELISTS

• Robert W. Fechtman, Fechtman Law Office, Indianapolis, IN.

• Attorney in private practice focusing on older and disabled persons, 
estate planning and trusts, health law, Medicaid planning, 
professional trustee since 2004, Certified Elder Law Attorney by the 
National Elder Law Foundation; member of National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys, member and past president of the Special 
Needs Alliance.   Bob serves as trustee for 199 trusts.  

• rfechtman@indianaelderlaw.com
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BEGIN AS YOU MEAN 
TO GO ON

GETTING STARTED WITH A NEW TRUST
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KEEPING IT REAL -
COMMUNICATION 
AND ADAPTATION

Maintaining an effective 
relationship between trustee and 
beneficiary over time

ALL GOOD THINGS 
MUST COME TO AN END

STEPS IN TERMINATION OF A TRUST –
EXPECTED AND UNEXPECTED

QUESTIONS?
Panelists’ checklists are found in 
your materials. 
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THANK YOU 
Mary E. O’Byrne

Bowie & Jensen, LLC

210 W. Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 400

Towson, MD 21204

obyrne@bowie-jensen.com
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