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Disclaimer: This presentation is merely 
informational and not legal advice.
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We Will 
Cover…

• Perspectives
• Types of Special Needs Trusts
• Timing
• Discussion - Real Life 

Concerns
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Perspectives

RUSSO LAW GROUP, P.C. © 2024

Disclaimer: This presentation is merely 
informational and not legal advice.

Personal Injury / 
Medical Malpractice Attorney
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Disclaimer: This presentation is merely 
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Special Needs Planning Attorney
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Types of Special Needs Trusts

•First Party Special Needs Trusts
•Third Party SNTs
•Pooled Trusts
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First Party
Special Needs Trust

Established by the 
disabled individual,  

parent, grandparent, 
legal guardian or 

court

For the sole benefit of 
a disabled person 

under age 65
Funded with his/her 

own assets
With a payback to 

Medicaid
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Disclaimer: This presentation is merely 
informational and not legal advice.

Third Party
Special Needs Trust

Established for the 
benefit of a person 
with special needs

Funded with the 
assets of the third 

party
No payback to 

Medicaid

Settlor controls 
disposition of the 
trust assets upon 

demise of the 
beneficiary
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Pooled Special Needs Trusts
•Management
•First Party Pooled SNT
• Funding source
• Remainder
• Age and disability
•Third Party Pooled SNT
• Funding Source
• Remainder
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Timing  is Everything
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Before the case is settled
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After the case is settled
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Real Life Concerns

Age of Majority 
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Real Life Concerns

Control of Money
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Real Life Concerns

Payback
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Real Life Concerns

Structured Settlements
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Real Life Concerns

Flexibility within the SNT
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Real Life Concerns

Family vs. Professionals
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Real Life Concerns

Cancellation of Trust
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