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The Docket
JANUARY 2006 
9-14 CLE: Guardianship Mediation, Gulfport Campus

17 First Day of Classes

24 Ocala Area Alumni Luncheon, 12 p.m., Felix’s 
restaurant

26 Inns of Court Banquet, 6:30 p.m., Mirror Lake 
Lyceum, St. Petersburg

27-28 CLE: Trial Skills Excellence in Advocacy 
Workshop, Tampa Law Center

FEBRUARY 2006 
1 Jacksonville Alumni Luncheon, 12 p.m., River 

City Brewing Company

3 Judge Stringer Pre-Law Conference, Gulfport 
Campus

18-22 CLE: 27th Annual National Conference on Law 
& Higher Education, Sheraton Sand Key Resort, 
Clearwater Beach 

22 Sarasota Area Alumni Reception, time and place 
TBA

24 SBA Barrister’s Ball, 7 p.m., Sirata Beach Resort, 
St. Pete Beach

25 BLSA Alumni Breakfast, 10 a.m., Great Hall

25 LL.M. Banquet, 5 p.m., Great Hall

28 Miami Area Alumni Reception, time and place 
TBA

MARCH 2006 
3 CLE: Media and Communications Law, Tampa 

Law Center

8 Naples/Ft. Myers Area Alumni Reception, time 
and place TBA

10-12 American Mock Trial Association Competition, 
Gulfport Campus

14 Tallahassee Area Alumni Reception, time and 
place TBA

17 St. Petersburg Bar Association Mixer, 5 p.m., 
Gulfport Campus, Student Center

17-18 CLE: 11th Circuit Social Security Disability 
Law, Tampa Law Center

17-19 ABA National Client Counseling Competition, 
Gulfport Campus

19-26 Spring Break

28 Ft. Lauderdale Area Alumni Reception, time 
and place TBA

29 West Palm Beach Area Alumni Reception, time 
and place TBA

APRIL 2006 
5 Memphis, Tenn., Area Alumni Reception, time 

and place TBA

8 Admitted Law Students Open House, Gulfport 
Campus

21 Equal Justice Works Auction, Gulfport Campus

25 DeLand Alumni Reception, time and place TBA

26 Daytona Area Alumni Reception, time and 
place TBA

28-29 Stetson Lawyers Association Advisory 
Council, Gulfport Campus

MAY 2006 
5 CLE: Practice before the First DCA, time and 

place TBA

12 Spring Honors and Awards Ceremony, 4:30 
p.m., Great Hall

13 Spring Commencement Ceremony, 9 a.m., 
College of Law Courtyard, Gulfport Campus

JUNE 2006 
22 Stetson Lawyers Association Annual Reception, 

in conjunction with the Florida Bar, Boca Raton, 
time TBA 
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Greetings,

 As part of the strategic planning process, the 
College of Law has adopted new mission, vision and 
values statements. I hope you will take a few moments 
to familiarize yourself with these new statements so that 
you—our alumni and friends—can continue to help us 
to live our mission and fulfill our vision.

 Mission. Stetson University College of Law pro-
vides a dynamic and supportive scholarly community in 
which students learn, in and outside the classroom and 
by example, to become outstanding lawyers and leaders 
who serve the profession and society.

 Vision. Stetson University College of Law strives to 
be a diverse and selective law school whose faculty and 
students will have a meaningful and far-reaching impact 
on the law, the profession and society.

 Core Values. Stetson University College of Law is 
committed to teaching, mentoring, skills training and 
providing students with a transformative educational 
experience. Stetson University College of Law values 
professionalism, ethics, civility, mutual respect and 
integrity. Stetson University College of Law strives to 
maintain a vibrant and dynamic intellectual community.  
Stetson University College of Law values community, 
access to justice, and stewardship.

 The new mission and values emphasize the 
primacy of teaching and mentoring. They reinforce 
our commitment to professionalism, skills training 
and community service. They recognize that students 
learn inside and outside of the classroom and that, at 
Stetson, students learn much more than law; they learn 
leadership skills and life skills. The mission and vision 
recognize that the law school is a community of scholars 

in which intellectual 
development and 
inquiry is crucial. 
They reflect that 
the College of Law 
continues to evolve 
and to become 
stronger and better.
 As you will see in the pages of this issue, our 
faculty, students, alumni and staff are living the mission. 
They excel in ways that enhance the College of Law’s 
national reputation and advance the legal profession. 
As just a few examples, Professor Kristen Adams was 
elected to the prestigious American Law Institute, as 
was Visiting Professor Candace Zierdt. Our Centers for 
Excellence hosted academic programs that received 
national attention and acclaim. Our professors are 
sought out for their insights on cutting-edge issues. 
Our students continue to set the standard in advocacy 
competitions and devote thousands of hours to pro 
bono service. In response to the Law School Survey of 
Student Engagement, our students reported that they 
work with each other and faculty at rates statistically 
higher than students at schools of a similar size. Our 
alumni hold significant positions in government, the 
bar, the judiciary and law-related organizations. Our staff 
works hard to support the College of Law’s work. 
 Given our great depth and breadth of talent and 
enthusiasm, I have no doubt that—with our collective 
effort—we will fulfill the vision and continue to make 
the College of Law an even better place to teach and 
learn.
 
Sincerely,

Darby Dickerson
Vice President and Dean

Mission. Vision. Values.
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Florida Bar honors Stetson 
law faculty with two  
professionalism awards 
 The Florida Bar honored Stetson 
University College of Law with two pro-
fessionalism awards at its annual meeting 
in June in Orlando. 
 “The Bar’s professionalism awards 
honor a higher level of conduct that the 
college is proud to represent,” said Dean 
Darby Dickerson. The Supreme Court 
Commission on Professionalism and 
the Florida Bar’s Standing Committee 
on Professionalism selected the award 
recipients.
 Stetson’s Centers for Excellence in 
Advocacy and Elder Law received the 
2005 Professionalism Award for their Elder Law Ethics 
Video Project. Professor Roberta Flowers, director of the 
advocacy center, received this year’s Faculty Award for 
Professionalism. 
 “Stetson prides itself on training ethical and profes-
sional attorneys, and I feel very fortunate to be part of a 
faculty committed to training students to become both 
effective lawyers and professional advocates,” Flowers 
said.
 In the spring, Flowers was named Stetson’s first Wil-
liam Reece Smith Jr. Distinguished Professor of Law, a 
position designed to foster professionalism among stu-
dents. Under Flowers’ direction, Stetson’s advocacy pro-
gram tied for first in the nation in U.S. News & World 
Report’s 2006 graduate school rankings.
 The series of 15 educational videos produced by the 
advocacy and elder law centers encourages professional-
ism by illustrating how elder law students, attorneys and 
judges can deal successfully with ethical issues in the 
real world. 
 “We are honored to receive this award,” said Pro-
fessor Rebecca Morgan, who holds the Boston Asset 
Management Faculty Chair in Elder Law and directs the 
elder law center. “Real-world vignettes and an audience 

response system engage the audience in a discussion of 
ethical and professional behavior while illustrating the 
most professional approach to day-to-day ethical prob-
lems faced by elder law attorneys.” 
 Morgan also received the Faculty Award for Profes-
sionalism in 2003.

Stetson honored with ABA Law Student Division 
School of the Year Award 
 Stetson University College of Law was honored with 
the American Bar Association Law Student Division 
School of the Year Award in August.
 The award, the highest honor given by the ABA 
Law Student Division, is given to the law school with 
the highest percentage of student members. Stetson is 
one of the most active schools nationwide in the ABA 
Law Student Division, with 68 percent of the student 
body belonging to the organization.
 “Stetson’s chapter of the ABA plans numerous 
activities throughout the year, ranging from volunteer 
work with Habitat for Humanity to Diversity Day,” said 
former ABA fifth circuit governor and recent graduate 
Ashley Gay ’05.
 Andrew Chiang ’05, former vice-chair of the ABA 
Law Student Division and ABA campus representative, 
was one of four national officers in charge of the 
division.
 “Stetson’s achievement as a winner of the 2004-
2005 ABA School of the Year Award has a lot to do 
with our students, our administration and their support,” 
Chiang said.
 Stetson students have been elected as national offi-
cers to the ABA Law Student Division and hold various 
leadership positions within the organization. In addition 
to advocating the interests of Stetson students, the ABA 
Stetson chapter is dedicated to diversity, public inter-
est and professional programming on campus and in the 
community.
 The ABA is the largest voluntary professional 
membership association in the world, with more than 
400,000 members. The association provides accredita-
tion, continuing legal education, information about the 
law, programs for lawyers and judges, and initiatives to 
improve the legal system for the public.

Roberta Flowers

Rebecca Morgan
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Dickerson named Tampa Bay’s  
Nonprofit Business Woman of the Year
 Dean Darby Dickerson was named 
Business Woman of the Year in the 
Nonprofit/Social Services category by  
the Tampa Bay Business Journal in August. 
She was among 40 professionals in the 
Tampa Bay area honored for their work. 
 Dean Dickerson is nationally recognized for her 
legal research and writing. Dickerson has written dozens 
of academic articles and authored the popular ALWD 
Citation Manual, which is used by more than 50 percent 
of first-year law students in the United States. 

Stetson presents two Tampa attorneys with 2005 
Smith Public Service Awards
  Stetson University College of Law honored 
criminal defense attorney Rochelle Reback and Carlton 
Fields attorney Sylvia Walbolt with the 2005 William 
Reece Smith Jr. Public Service Award. The awards  
were presented at Stetson’s spring awards ceremony on 
May 13. 
 Reback leads 
the Tampa law 
firm of Rochelle A. 
Reback, Attorney and 
Associates at Law, 
which specializes in 
criminal law. She is 
a founding member 
of Tampa Safe and 
Free, an organization 
devoted to educating 
the community about 
the USA Patriot Act and its impact on civil liberties. In 
2004, Reback received a Human Rights Award from the 
Tampa-Hillsborough County Human Rights Council. 
She is an active member of many organizations, 
including the Practitioners’ Advisory Committee to the 
U.S. Sentencing Commission. 
 Sylvia Walbolt is a shareholder in the Tampa 
office of Carlton Fields and serves as chair of the firm’s 
board of directors and its appellate practice group. 

Walbolt is board-
certified in appellate 
law, with significant 
experience in state 
and federal appeals 
of torts, employment 
discrimination and 
product liability cases, 
among other areas of 
the law.
 Walbolt has a 
distinguished record of 
professional activity, including serving as past president 
of the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers, former 
chair of the Florida Bar Antitrust Committee, former 
vice chair of the Antitrust Section of the American Bar 
Association, and former chair of the Florida Supreme 
Court Committee on Standard Jury Instructions in Civil 
Cases. She also directed Carlton Fields’ significant pro 
bono program for many years.
 Stetson established the William Reece Smith Jr. 
Award in 1990 to recognize and honor individuals who 
have demonstrated exemplary achievements in public 
service.

Vaughan appointed director of Tampa Law Center
 Professor Stephanie Vaughan ’91, 
acting director of legal research and 
writing at Stetson University College 
of Law, has been appointed director of 
the Tampa Law Center. 
 “I look forward to working with 
the students in Stetson’s part-time 
program, the Second District Court of 
Appeal and the Tampa legal and business community,” 
said Vaughan.
 After graduating from Stetson with honors in 1991, 
Vaughan practiced law in the Tampa Bay area for nearly 
five years in the areas of local government law and 
employment discrimination litigation. Vaughan taught 
as an adjunct professor before joining the Stetson law 
faculty in 1996 as a full-time instructor of legal research 
and writing.

Rochelle Reback, left, receives the 
William Reece Smith Jr. award from 
Dean Darby Dickerson.

Stephanie Vaughan ’91

Darby Dickerson

Sylvia Walbolt, left, accepts the William 
Reece Smith Jr. award from Dean Darby 
Dickerson.
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Stetson wins national 
criminal trial competition 
 A team of students from Stetson University College of Law won the 15th 

Annual Cathy Bennett National Criminal Trial Competition on Nov. 5 at the 

annual meeting of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers in 

Santa Fe, N.M.

 The Stetson Law student 

team of Patricia Calhoun, Samuel 

Denny, Reneka Redmond and 

Ruel Smith beat a team from 

the University of Florida Levin 

College of Law in the final round 

of the three-day competition to 

become national champions. 

Teams argued a hypothetical 

death penalty case. This is the 

first year a capital litigation 

problem was used in the competition.

 The first-place team was awarded $3,000 in scholarship money.

 Patricia Calhoun was named the Cathy E. Bennett Best Overall Advocate 

in the competition. Calhoun and Stetson Law will be added to the NACDL 

trophy board in Washington, D.C. Professor Charles Rose coached the winning 

team. 

 “Stetson swept the competition, scoring 5-0 and never losing a round,” 

said Professor Lee Coppock ’96, who directs the trial team program. “We have 

been invited to attend again next year.”

 “This is the premier criminal trial competition in the country,” said Rose. 

Student teams from around the country were invited to participate in this 

exclusive event based on reputation and ability. 

Stetson trial teams win first, second in Florida 
event; finalist in ABA competition Nov. 13
 Stetson once again finished in first and second place at the Academy 

of Florida Trial Lawyers Student Mock Trial Competition Nov. 13 in West Palm 

Beach. Stetson has earned more first-place wins in the AFTL competition’s his-

tory than all other Florida schools combined.

 The Stetson team of Senovia Lance, Art Rios, Brandon Held, Rosa Brown 

and Dennis McCarthy defeated the other Stetson team of Andrew Hill, Laurie 

Sharpe, Bethany Allen, Eric Ochotorena and Melanie Andre in the final round.

 Stetson also made it to the finals of the ABA National White Collar Crime 

Mock Trial Competition in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 13.

Stetson takes best 
brief, second place 
at Florida moot 
court competition
       A Stetson team won the Best 

Brief Award at the Florida Bar’s 

Robert Orseck Moot Court Com-

petition in Orlando at the Bar’s 

annual conference in June. 

       Also, for the fifth consecutive 

year, Stetson has advanced to the 

finals in the competition. 

 Students Royce Bluitt and Reneka Redmond argued before Florida 

Supreme Court justices and district court judges in the finals. Team member 

Alyson George helped write the award-winning brief. 

 “I am very proud that we won the Best Brief award, one of the top three 

awards in any competition,” said Professor Stephanie Vaughan ’91, moot court 

board adviser. “The competition was very exciting, and we had a great group 

of people, including Dean Darby Dickerson, cheering us in the finals.”

 Eighteen teams from nine Florida law schools competed in the tourna-

ment. A team from Florida Coastal School of Law defeated the Stetson team in 

the finals.

 The moot court team also reached the semifinals in the E. Earle Zehmer 

Worker’s Compensation Competition in Orlando, earned best oralist in 

the International Environmental Moot Court Competition, and were 

quarterfinalists in the John Marshall Information Technology and Privacy 

Competition.

Stetson advances to ABA National  
Negotiation Competition, places second in 
ABA National Arbitration Competition
 In November, teams from Stetson and Harvard were selected at the ABA 

Regional Negotiation Competition in Boston to advance to the national compe-

tition, scheduled Feb. 11-12, 2006, in Chicago.

 The team of Jennifer Cowan and Robert Varkonyi competed in two pre-

liminary rounds and defeated Vermont Law School in the semifinals for the 

right to advance to the national competition.

 Also, the team of Teresa Bowman, Melissa Cowgill, Dominique Heller 

and Melody James placed second in the inaugural ABA Law Student Division 

National Arbitration Competition in November in St. Paul, Minn. 

 Stetson’s team lost the final round by one point to University of Texas 

School of Law.

A D V O C A C Y  N E W S

Samuel Denny, NACDL President Barbara 
Bergman, Reneka Redmond, Professor 
Charles Rose, Ruel Smith, Professor Lee 
Coppock ’96 and Patricia Calhoun.

Reneka Redmond, Alyson George 
and Royce Bluitt were finalists at 
the Florida Bar’s Robert Orseck Moot 
Court Competition this summer.



Calcutta, India, team wins international  
environmental competition at Stetson Law
  A team from West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences in 

Calcutta, India, won the 10th annual International Environmental Moot Court 

Competition at Stetson University College of Law, Oct. 28-29. Law students 

from India, Ireland, Australia and the United States debated international 

environmental issues.

 “The competition consistently draws some of the best law student 

advocates worldwide,” said Stetson professor Royal Gardner. “More 

important, it is a forum that highlights environmental challenges that 

confront our planet.”

 More than 60 teams from around the globe competed for a chance to 

make it to Stetson’s international finals, debating the hypothetical impact 

of an off-shore wind farm on a threatened migratory bird species. The West 

Bengal team defeated Cleveland State University Marshall College of Law to 

win the championship. 

 The final round judges included Dr. Noel J. Brown, former director of 

U.N. Environment Programme, North American regional office; Ambassador 

Jamsheed Marker, special adviser to the U.N. Secretary General and former 

Pakistani Ambassador to the United Nations; and William L. Thomas, head 

of Clifford Chance’s Environmental Law Practice in the Americas. As part 

of the event, Dr. Brown delivered a lecture titled “Global Environmental 

Sustainability: Why Should We Care?”

Pictured above right, Professor Royal Gardner (second from left) 
presents the winning West Bengal team with their championship 
awards.

Stetson students observe Milosevic trial, 
meet international jurists in The Hague
 Students in Stetson’s newest summer abroad program at The Hague, 

Netherlands, observed the trial of former Yugoslav President Slobodan 

Milosevic, met with representatives of the Dutch government, and visited 

the International Criminal Court, among other significant travels.

 “This program is unique in its variety of field visits,”  said Professor 

Dorothea Beane, who coordinated the program. Those excursions also 

included trips to the International Court of Justice, International Criminal 

Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, Court of Permanent Arbitration and the 

U.S.-Iran Claims Tribunal. 

 One morning in The Hague, students divided into groups for a simula-

tion of an International Criminal Court situation involving pilots who errone-

ously dropped bombs on a civilian community while on a peacekeeping 

mission.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  N E W S
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Stetson hires new registrar, career adviser
 Stetson University College of Law appointed Nancy 
Kelsey as Assistant Dean of Academic Records and 
Registrar, and Pat White Dogan as Associate Director of 
Career Development.
 Before coming to Stetson, Kelsey 
worked at Albany Law School for 18 
years, serving as Assistant Dean and 
Registrar for eight of those years. She is 
a member of American Association of 
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions 
Officers and National Network of Law 
School Officers, and has served on several academic 
committees.

 Pat White Dogan joined Stetson 
from Franklin Pierce Law Center, 
Concord, N.H., where she was Associate 
Director of Career Services for four years. 
 Dogan practiced law for 14 years in 
Maine and has published articles in 
the New Hampshire Bar News, Franklin 
Pierce Law Center Magazine, National Association for Law 
Placement Bulletin and Student Lawyer magazine, as well 
as a short story in Highlights for Children.
 Before moving to Florida last November, Dogan  
co-chaired the Maine State Bar Association’s 
Community and Public Relations Committee.

Nancy Kelsey

Pat White Dogan
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Stetson hosts national academic conferences
n  The National Clearinghouse for Science, Technology 
and the Law at Stetson and the National Institute 
of Justice presented the National Conference on 
Science, Technology and the Law in September at the 
Renaissance Vinoy Resort in St. Petersburg.
 The three-day conference covered such topics as the 
investigation, prosecution and defense of cyber-crime 
crime cases, the impact of news coverage on high-profile 
cases, abuse investigation, ensuring forensic reliability, 
information sharing, police investigation tools, and 
the impact of new technologies on the criminal justice 
system. More than 40 speakers presented, including 
keynote speaker Nola Foulson, the district attorney who 
prosecuted the BTK serial killer case.

n  Stetson’s Elder Consumer Protection Program 
presented a national symposium, “Catching the Wolf 
at Grandma’s Door,” for law enforcement, adult 
protective service workers, assistant state attorneys and 
assistant attorneys general on combating crimes against 
the elderly on the Gulfport campus in September. The 
symposium presented professionals with ways to better 
protect the elderly community. Delaware Attorney 
General M. Jane Brady introduced the conference.

n  Stetson and J. Reuben Clark Law School at Brigham 
Young University presented a symposium, “Lofton and 
the Future of Lesbian and Gay Adoption” on Oct. 28 
at the Tampa Law Center.
 Last year, in Lofton v. Secretary of the Department 
of Children and Family Services, an appellate court 
ruled that a prohibition on such adoptions does not 
violate the U.S. Constitution. The U.S. Supreme 
Court refused to hear an appeal. The day-long program 
featured academic scholars who reviewed constitutional 
implications, psychological and sociological issues, and 
the implications in other areas of the law.
 “Some people see a rejection of gay and lesbian 
adoption as a violation of basic rights. Others view the 
issue as one of protecting traditional values. This tension 
of fundamental values makes the issue so important 
to discuss at this time,” said Professor Michael Allen, 

who co-chaired the symposium with Professor Cynthia 
Hawkins-León.

Spring grads raise largest class gift in school history
 The Classes of May and July 2005 raised $23,170 for 
its class gift, the largest in Stetson Law history. When 
matched through Stetson’s scholarship matching gift 
program, the total amount of the fund reached $34,755.
 The class gift has been designated for an emergency-
need scholarship endowment to help students in 
financial crises.

Meet the New Class... 

In 2005, 345 new students enrolled at Stetson University College  
of Law. Here are the statistics:

20% minority 54% women

129 colleges/universities  32 states/territories

154 median LSAT Age range: 19-55 

Average age, full-time class: 24 Average age, part-time class: 32

13 LL.M. students 6 countries

Degrees represented: M.D., Ph.D., LL.M., D.M.D., D.O., M.A., M.B.A., 
M.S., M.S.W., B.A., B.S., B.B.A., B.F.A., B.S.N.

Sample careers: auditor, journalist, teacher, chamber of commerce 
president, U.S. military soldier (all branches), nonprofit manager, tri-
athlete, software developer, political adviser, paralegal, social worker, 
sign language interpreter, congressional press secretary, entrepre-
neur, U.S. Supreme Court intern, court administrator, corporate vice 
president, collegiate baseball national champion, pediatrics professor, 
goodwill ambassador, medical doctor, law enforcement, dentist, tele-
vision actor, and engineer.

Activities: ran with bulls in Pamplona, hiked the Himalayas, skydived 
in the Alps, musician, climbed to summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro, syn-
chronized swimmer, equestrian, gymnast, personal trainer, nationally 
ranked amateur golfer, and semi-professional boxer.

765 total full-time J.D. students 230 total part-time J.D. students
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F A C U L T Y  F O R U M

Kristen David Adams
Associate Professor of Law and LeRoy Highbaugh Sr. Chair 
 Professor Adams was selected to join the American Law Institute 
(see article, opposite page).

Michael P. Allen
Associate Professor of Law
 Professor Allen received Stetson’s 2005 Homer and Dolly Hand 
Award for Faculty Research, a university-level recognition. He published 
“The Proper Role of Religion in End-of-Life Matters” in NAELA ebul-
letin; “Life, Death, and Advocacy: Rules of Procedure in the Contested 
End-of-Life Case” in the Stetson Law Review; and “The Supreme Court, 
Punitive Damages and State Sovereignty,” the lead article in George 
Mason Law Review. He provided legal commentary on the Supreme 
Court nomination process and other constitutional law issues to the St. 
Petersburg Times, WTVT Fox 13, WFLA NBC 8, 970 WFLA, Bay News 9 
and radio stations in North Carolina, Texas, Virginia and West Virginia.

Robert Batey
Professor of Law
 Professor Batey spoke at a Families Against Mandatory Minimums 
meeting in September in Pompano Beach. He was named Academic 
Master of Judge John M. Scheb American Inn of Court in Sarasota and 
has been interviewed by the Christian Science Monitor, St. Petersburg 
Times, Tampa Tribune, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “The Criminal Justice 
Forum” radio show and WGCU radio. 

Dorothea Beane
Professor of Law
 Professor Beane received Stetson’s 2005 Excellence in Teaching 
Award, the university’s highest teaching honor. 

Robert D. Bickel
Professor of Law and Co-Director, Center for Excellence in 
Higher Education Law and Policy
 Professor Bickel co-authored with Dean Darby Dickerson “Brown v. 
Board of Education: The Legacy Continues, the Struggle Continues” for 
the Stetson Law Review.

Nicholas B. Cox
Elder Consumer Protection Fellow
 Professor Cox made presentations throughout Florida on elder 
consumer protection issues and was interviewed by the St. Petersburg 
Times, South Florida Sun Sentinel, Bradenton Herald, WTVT Fox 13,  
 

WTTA WB 38, 970 WFLA radio, 1380 Radio Disney, and an Area Agency 
on Aging program on a variety of criminal law topics.

Darby Dickerson
Vice President and Dean, Professor of Law
 Dean Dickerson co-authored with Professor Robert D. Bickel “Brown 
v. Board of Education: The Legacy Continues, the Struggle Continues” in 
the Stetson Law Review. She was elected to the board for Scribes legal 
writing society and was named Nonprofit Business Woman of the Year for 
2005 by the Tampa Bay Business Journal (see article, page 4). She pre-
sented at the Association of Legal Writing Directors biennial conference, 
American Bar Association annual meeting, Terrell Glenn Inn of Court, 
American Association of Law Schools Faculty Recruitment Conference, 
and the Student Discipline and Conduct Conference. Dean Dickerson was 
interviewed by WXIN Fox 59, WTVT Fox 13, WTHR NBC 13, WFLA NBC 
8, Tampa Tribune, St. Petersburg Times and 970 WFLA about the Harriet 
Miers nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Peter L. Fitzgerald
Professor of Law
 Professor Fitzgerald received Stetson’s 2005 Golden Apple 
Teaching Award for teaching in the part-time program. He attended 
the Fulbright Association Annual Alumni Convention in Baltimore, Md., 
and spoke on OFAC Regulation of the Attorney-Client Relationship 
at the ABA National Institute on Economic Sanctions in Washington, 
D.C., both in November. Professor Fitzgerald was interviewed by the 
Louisville Courier-Journal regarding the president’s authority to negotiate 
trade agreements over congressional objections. He also spoke to the 
Sarasota Herald-Tribune and 1240 KFOR about business law issues.

Roberta Kemp Flowers
Professor of Law and Director, Center for Excellence in Advocacy
 Professor Flowers received the Faculty Professionalism Award from 
the Supreme Court Commission on Professionalism and the Florida 
Bar’s Standing Committee on Professionalism (see article, page 3). 
These groups also recognized her work with Professor Morgan on the 
Elder Law Ethics Video Project with the 2005 Professionalism Award. 
She was interviewed about criminal law issues by WFLA NBC 8, WTSP 
CBS 10, 89.7 WUSF, Bradenton Herald, Daily Business Review and St. 
Petersburg Times. 

James W. Fox Jr.
Associate Professor of Law 
 Professor Fox received Stetson’s 2005 Homer and Dolly Hand 
Award for Faculty Research, a university-level recognition. He published 

Recent publications, presentations, awards and activities by Stetson law faculty
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“Doctrinal Myths and the Management of Cognitive Dissonance: 
Race, Law, and the Supreme Court’s Doctrinal Support of Jim 
Crow” in Stetson Law Review. His article, “Divining the Privileges 
of Citizenship under the Fourteenth Amendment: Lessons from 
Reconstruction,” appeared in Temple Political and Civil Rights 
Law Review. Professor Fox presented “White Supremacy, Black 
Resistance, and Democratic Citizenship” at the Southeastern 
Association of Law Schools conference in July 2005.

Royal C. Gardner
Professor of Law and Director,  
Institute for Biodiversity Law and Policy
 Professor Gardner published the chapter “Mitigation” in 
Wetlands Law and Policy: Understanding Section 404 and an article 
on “The Role of Wetland Mitigation and Conservation Banking in 
Sustainable Development: The United States Experience” in Forum 
on Public Policy. He also co-authored an article, “What Happens 
When a Wetland Mitigation Bank Goes Bankrupt?” in Environmental 
Law Report with Associate Dean Theresa Radwan. Professor Gardner 
served on the U.S. delegation to the Ramsar Convention Conference 
of the Parties in Kampala, Uganda, in November. While in Uganda, 
he lectured on biodiversity issues at Makerere University Faculty 
of Law. He also taught a two-day course on federal wetland law at 
Environmental Concern in Maryland and presented lectures to the 
Florida Wetlands and Mitigation Banking Conference in Tampa and 
the Society of Wetland Scientists 26th annual meeting in Charleston, 
S.C. He was interviewed by St. Petersburg Times, Trends (ABA 
Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources Newsletter), and 
Ecosystems Marketplace about environmental law issues and the 
Institute for Biodiversity Law and Policy.

Douglas R. Haddock
Visiting Professor of Law
 Professor Haddock published “Collaborative Examinations: A 
Way to Help Students Learn” in the Journal of Legal Education. 

Cynthia G. Hawkins-León
Associate Professor of Law
 Professor Hawkins-León has appeared on WTVT Fox 13, WEDU 
PBS 3 and Bay News 9 en Español to comment about a variety of 
legal issues.

Carol Henderson
Visiting Professor of Law and Director of the National 
Clearinghouse for Science, Technology and the Law
 Professor Henderson served on multiple panels and presented at 
many conferences, including the American Bar Association conference 

A C A D E M I C  N E W S

Adams selected for 
American Law Institute
 Stetson Law Associate Professor Kristen David 

Adams was recently selected as a member of the 

American Law Institute. 

 Adams is Stetson’s LeRoy Highbaugh Sr. Chair, a 

two-year position that allows her to focus on research 

full time.

  Adams’ work will culminate with Commercial Transactions in the 

Global Market: a Survey for Students of Law and Business, a casebook to 

be published by West Group next year.

 She is also the co-author of The Practice of Law School: Getting in 

and Making the Most of Your Legal Education and has published in numer-

ous law journals, including the Emory Law Journal and Tulane Law Review.

 Adams teaches—among other courses—contracts, interdisciplinary 

jurisprudence and commercial transactions. She also has served as a 

faculty adviser to the Stetson Law Review and as the faculty coordinator 

for the College of Law Honors Program.

 Before working at Stetson, Adams’ practice in Atlanta included 

extensive work in general commercial litigation, products liability, medical 

products litigation, medical and psychiatric malpractice defense, and 

intellectual property and real estate litigation.

 An honors graduate of Emory Law School, Adams earned her master 

of laws degree from Yale Law School. She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa 

and the Order of the Coif.

Rutgers professor delivers 
Nichols Foundation lecture  
 Rutgers law professor Jay M. Feinman delivered 

the Nichols Foundation Prominent Speaker Lecture on 

Sept. 12. He discussed his recent book, Un-Making 

Law: The Conservative Campaign to Roll Back the 

Common Law.

 Feinman has served as associate dean and acting dean of the Rut-

gers School of Law, where he teaches contracts, torts and insurance law. 

Feinman is a member of the American Law Institute and has chaired the 

Association of American Law Schools sections on contracts and teaching 

methods. He has received awards for excellence in teaching and published 

five books and more than 50 scholarly articles. 

 The Nichols Foundation Prominent Speakers Series was established 

in 1995 to enrich academic life at Stetson Law. Previous lectures have 

included prominent business leaders, government officials, legal scholars 

and practitioners.
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in Chicago, 63rd annual meeting of the American Society of Questioned 
Document Examiners in Montreal, International Association of Forensic 
Sciences meeting in Hong Kong (where she was keynote speaker for the 
Law and Ethics Section), Open World Rule of Law Program in Tampa, 
Forensics Committee Roundtable for the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police in Miami Beach, Marine Corps Staff Judge Advocates 
in Las Vegas, American Society of Crime Lab Directors Conference 
in Phoenix, and International Forensic Science Symposium in Taiwan. 
She hosted the National Conference on Science, Technology and the 
Law in September in St. Petersburg. Her work was mentioned in the 
Federal Lawyer, Tampa Tribune and National Public Radio, and she was 
interviewed for Crain’s New York Business magazine. She co-authored 
“Legal and Ethical Aspects of Bloodstain Pattern Evidence,” published 
in Principles of Bloodstain Pattern Analysis: Theory and Practice, and 
“Qualifications, Testimony and Malpractice” appeared in the Encyclopedia 
of Forensic and Legal Medicine, which she also co-edited.

Bruce Jacob ’59
Dean Emeritus and Professor of Law
 Dean Jacob is a visiting professor of law at Northern Illinois 
College of Law, South Elgin, for fall 2005.

William A. Kaplin
Visiting Professor of Law
 Professor Kaplin published American Constitutional Law: An 
Overview, Analysis, and Integration in 2004. This year, he was a panel-
ist for a Stetson Law Review scholarship luncheon and is serving as a 
legal consultant for Catholic University of America on issues regarding 
academic freedom and outside speakers. Professor Kaplin provided an 
interview to 970 WFLA radio about sexual assault and harassment of 
students by teachers. 

Timothy S. Kaye
Visiting Professor of Law
 Professor Kaye published “LNAT: The National Admissions Test for 
Law,” in Law Teacher.

Peter F. Lake
Professor of Law and Co-Director, Center for Excellence in 
Higher Education Law and Policy
 Professor Lake published “Private Law Continues to Come to 
Campus: Rights and Responsibilities Revisited,” in the Journal of 
College and University Law. He was a speaker at the U.S. Department 
of Education’s Alcohol and Other Drug Conference, and he has spoken 
to many other groups about alcohol, student wellness and risk man-
agement on college campuses. He was quoted in USA Today and the 
Chronicle of Higher Education.

Thomas C. Marks Jr. ’63
Professor of Law
 Professor Marks published two articles, “Now You See it, Now You 
Don’t, Privacy and Search and Seizure in the Florida Constitution: Trying 
to Make Sense out of a Tangled Mess” and “Terri Schiavo and the Law” 
in Albany Law Review. Marks spoke by invitation to the local chapter 
of Americans United for Separation of Church and State. In August, he 
spoke about the U.S. Constitution to visiting foreign students, and in 
November, Marks talked with students at Northwest Elementary about 
Stetson and the U.S. Constitution. He was interviewed by the Daily 
Camera (Colorado) and 89.7 WUSF about constitutional law issues.

Rebecca C. Morgan ’80
Boston Asset Management Faculty Chair in Elder Law and 
Director, Center for Excellence in Elder Law
 Professor Morgan continues to write biannual updates to the 
LexisNexis loose-leaf publications Tax, Estate & Financial Planning for 
the Elderly and Tax, Estate & Financial Planning for the Elderly: Forms 
& Practice. She also updates Planning for the Elderly in Florida annu-
ally. Her work with the Elder Law Ethics Video Project earned a 2005 
Professionalism Award from the Florida Supreme Court Commission 
on Professionalism and the Florida Bar’s Standing Committee on 
Professionalism (see article, page 3). She was interviewed by Florida 
Trend, Maddux Business Report, St. Petersburg Times, Star Ledger 
(N.J.) and 89.7 WUSF about elder law issues and her work at Stetson.

Luz E. Nagle
Professor of Law
 Professor Nagle published “Global Terrorism in Our Own 
Backyard: Colombia’s Legal War against Illegal Armed Groups,” the 
lead article in Transnational Law and Contemporary Problems. She 
served as co-chair of a panel at the International Bar Association 
Annual Conference in Prague in September and spoke at the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association Florida Chapter’s annual meeting 
in St. Petersburg, the Midwest Association of Latin American Studies 
annual conference in St. Louis and the People Speak Campaign 
Event at Stetson. She gave the speech “Courage, Dedication and 
Conviction: One Woman’s Journey” at the University of South Florida in 
November. Professor Nagle also attended the USAID/Checchi Human 
Rights Institute in Bogotá, Colombia, in August, where she taught 
50 Colombian law professors about the Anglo-American accusatory 
criminal court system. She assisted with the political asylum cases of a 
Colombian government lawyer and a Colombian government informant. 
Her work and commentary has been featured in the ABA Journal, 
Florida Trend, Maddux Business Report, USF Oracle, WTVT Fox 13 and 
Bay News 9 en Español.
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Marleen O’Connor-Felman
Professor of Law
 Professor O’Connor-Felman published “Labor’s Role in 
the American Corporate Governance Structure” in Corporate 
Governance: Law, Theory and Policy, and “American Corporate 
Governance and Children: Investing in Our Future Human Capital 
during Turbulent Times” in a 2005 issue of Corporate Practice 
Commentator.

Ann M. Piccard
Instructor of Legal Research and Writing
 Professor Piccard published recent developments of Café 
Erotica of Florida Inc. v. St. John’s County and Coral Springs Street 
System Inc. v. City of Sunrise in the Stetson Law Review.
 
Ellen Podgor
Culverhouse Chair and Visiting Professor of Law
 Professor Podgor co-authored International Criminal Law: Cases 
and Materials, which received the International Association of Penal 
Law American National Section’s 2005 Book of the Year Award for 
scholarly contribution to the field. She is the lead author for a new 
casebook, Criminal Law: Concepts and Practice. She has been 
quoted by Forbes magazine, New York Times, Wall St. Journal and 
CNN Money.

Theresa J. Pulley Radwan
Associate Dean of Academics and 
Associate Professor of Law
 Dean Radwan published “What Happens When a Wetland 
Mitigation Bank Goes Bankrupt?” with Professor Royal C. Gardner in 
the Environmental Law Report. She also serves as secretary for the 
Debtors and Creditors Rights section of the American Association of 
Law Schools. She presented on the Bankruptcy Consumer Protection 
and Fraud Prevention Act of 2005 at Stetson’s Special Needs Trusts 
seminar in September. She was interviewed by the Orlando Sentinel, 
Tampa Bay Business Journal, Ecosystems Marketplace, Gulf Coast 
Business Review and WFLA NBC 8 about bankruptcy law issues and 
administrative matters.

Charles H. Rose
Assistant Professor of Law
 Professor Rose has offered legal commentary on a wide variety 
of criminal law issues to the Christian Science Monitor, New York 
Sun, Chicago Tribune, Miami Herald, CNN, MSNBC.com, Tampa 
Tribune, St. Petersburg Times, Bradenton Herald, Daytona Beach 
News Journal, Daily Business Review, Sarasota Herald Tribune, USF 
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CLE programs focus on new legislation
 Stetson joined with the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar 

this past summer to host two seminars on the new Bankruptcy Reform 

Act. Florida bankruptcy judges and prominent practitioners discussed the 

drastic changes that went into effect as of Oct. 1, 2005. If you were  

unable to attend the seminar but would like to view a recording, visit  

www.fastcle.com/stetson online.

 Stetson will host a seminar Feb. 3, 2006, on “Managing the Medi-

care Maze.” Speakers will include senior attorneys from the Center for 

Medicare Advocacy Inc. This cutting-edge program will feature information 

about Medicare eligibility, the new hearings and appeals process, Medicare 

set asides, managed care, issues in coverage (including coordination of 

benefits), and the changes under the new Part D. This program will be held 

in Stetson’s new barrier-free courtroom and can also be viewed via a live 

Web cast.

 

ALN Satellite Series
 Stetson has partnered with the American Law Network to provide  

live satellite simulcasts of nationally recognized CLE programs for legal 

professionals on both the Tampa and Gulfport campuses. Visit  

www.law.stetson.edu/cle for a current schedule.

Custom CLE
 Are you interested in learning how you can partner with Stetson to 

create unique platforms for your attorneys to learn, showcase your firm’s 

talent and expertise, and create a better and more productive working 

environment at your office? If so, please contact us to discuss the custom-

ized services that we can offer you. We are also seeking organizations who 

would like to sponsor programs or sponsor tuition scholarships. 

 

Upcoming Programs
 A calendar of upcoming CLE events are listed under “The Docket” on 

the inside front cover of this magazine. Also, programs on “Construction 

Law: Disaster Planning and Recovery,” “Tax Deductions for Small Busi-

nesses, Self Directed Retirement Plans and 1031 Exchanges,” “Legacy of 

the Nuremberg Trials” and other topics are being scheduled for 2006.

 If you would like to order any written, audio or video materials 

from any past programs, or for more information about upcoming 

programs, please contact Stetson’s Office for Continuing Legal Education, 

1700 N. Tampa St., Tampa, FL 33602, (813) 228-0226, Fax: (813) 228-

0155, cle@law.stetson.edu or www.law.stetson.edu/cle.

 



Oracle, WTVT Fox 13, WFLA NBC 8, Bay News 9, 89.7 
WUSF, 970 WFLA and 1150 WNDB. He was also inter-
viewed for an independent film documentary regarding 
the case against Steven Lorenzo, who stands accused of 
killing two gay men.

Ruth Fleet Thurman ’63
Professor of Law
 Professor Thurman was inducted into the Stetson 
University College of Law Hall of Fame in October in 
recognition of her service to Stetson and the legal 
community (see article, page 18).

James M. Underwood
Associate Professor of Law
 Professor Underwood published “Supplemental 
Serendipity: Congress’ Accidental Improvement of 
Supplemental Jurisdiction” in the Akron Law Review.

Stephanie Vaughan ’91
Tampa Law Center Director and  
Acting Director of Legal Research and Writing
 Professor Vaughan spoke at the Advocacy Board 
reunion in September and presented a CLE presentation 
on “Persuasive Writing and Communication” this fall. 
She served on the St. Petersburg Police Citizens Review 
Committee. Professor Vaughan was named director of 
the Tampa Law Center in August (see article, page 4).

Darryl C. Wilson
Professor of Law
 Professor Wilson was quoted by WFLA NBC 8, 
Tampa Tribune, Gulf Coast Business Review and the 
Bradenton Herald about several intellectual property and 
real property law issues.

Stetson welcomes 
visiting faculty
 Ellen S. Podgor joined Stetson this fall from Georgia State 

University as Culverhouse Chair and Visiting Professor of Law.  A former 

deputy prosecutor and defense attorney, Professor Podgor teaches white collar 

crime, federal criminal law, criminal law and international criminal law. She 

has co-authored five books, published numerous articles, and made national 

and international presentations on computer crime, international criminal law 

and white collar crime. Professor Podgor has been quoted extensively in the 

national news media, and her op-ed pieces have appeared in several major 

U.S. newspapers. She is a co-editor of the White Collar Crime Prof Blog, and 

was recently awarded the International Association of Penal Law’s 2005 Book 

of the Year for her co-authored book International Criminal Law: Cases and 

Materials.

 She taught as a visitor at the University of Georgia, George Washington 

University and University of Alabama. She is on the board of directors of the 

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and International Society for 

the Reform of Criminal Law. She is an American Law Institute member and an 

honorary member of the American Board of Criminal Lawyers. She earned a 

bachelor’s degree from Syracuse University, a master of business administra-

tion degree from University of Chicago, a law degree from Indiana University at 

Indianapolis and a master of laws degree from Temple University.

 Martin A. Frey serves as Visiting Professor of Law. He is professor 

emeritus at University of Tulsa College of Law, where he was co-director of 

the Center on Dispute Resolution. He teaches contracts, secured transactions, 

alternative dispute resolution, and interviewing, counseling and negotiation. 

 Professor Frey is a senior settlement judge for the U.S. District Court 

and U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Oklahoma, and Master 

Emeritus in the Johnson/Sontag American Inn of Court. He was the Reporter 

for the Civil Justice Reform Act Advisory Group for the U.S. District Court for 

the Northern District of Oklahoma and has been an inspector for the ABA 

Committee on Accreditation and Admissions to the Bar.

 An award-winning teacher, Professor Frey wrote Alternative Methods of 

Dispute Resolution and co-authored Introduction to Contracts and Restitution 

for Paralegals, An Introduction to Bankruptcy Law, Essentials of Contract Law, 

and A Student’s Guide to Law School Competitions.

  Professor Frey has visited at Drake University, Texas Tech University, 

Washington University (St. Louis), University of Maine, University of Alabama 

and Wake Forest University. He is listed in Who’s Who in America and Who’s 

Who in American Law. He earned his bachelor’s degree from Northwestern 

University, his law degree from Washington University (St. Louis) and an

LL.M. from George Washington University.
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 Douglas R. Haddock comes to Stetson as Visiting Professor 

of Law from St. Mary’s University, where he has taught for 25 years. He 

teaches and writes in property, civil procedure and conflict of laws. 

 Professor Haddock is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and Order 

of the Coif. He clerked for Minnesota Supreme Court Justice Walter F. 

Rogosheske and practiced law for four years with the St. Paul firm of 

Briggs and Morgan. Professor Haddock taught for five years at Hamline 

University School of Law before joining the law faculty at St. Mary’s 

University. 

 He has also visited at Washington and Lee University, University of 

Utah, Hastings College of the Law, University of Innsbruck, Austria, and 

Pepperdine University. Professor Haddock earned his undergraduate and 

law degrees from the University of Utah.

 William A. Kaplin joins Stetson as Visiting Professor of 

Law from Catholic University of America. He teaches and writes in the 

areas of education law and constitutional law. He has authored eight 

books, including American Constitutional Law: An Overview, Analysis and 

Integration and The Law of Higher Education: A Comprehensive Guide to 

Legal Implications of Administrative Decision Making.

 Professor Kaplin is past chair of the Education Law Section of the 

Association of American Law Schools, former editor of the Journal of 

College and University Law, and a former member of the Education Appeal 

Board of the U.S. Department of Education. Selected as a fellow of the 

National Association of College and University Attorneys, Professor Kaplin 

has received several national awards and recognitions. He has also visited 

at Cornell University, Wake Forest University, George Washington University 

and the University of Houston. He earned his bachelor’s degree from 

University of Rochester and his law degree from Cornell University.

 Timothy Kaye joins Stetson as Visiting Professor of Law from 

the University of Birmingham, England, where he served as Undergraduate 

Admissions Dean and taught and published in the fields of torts, jurispru-

dence and education law.  Dr. Kaye continues to hold a professorship at 

Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunas, Lithuania. 

 Dr. Kaye co-authored Blackstone’s Book of Moots. Kaye was the first 

chairman of the LNAT Consortium Ltd., a company formed by eight top 

British law schools to oversee the National Admissions Test for Law. He was 

formerly a consultant with one of the largest education law practices in the 

United Kingdom. He was commissioned by the Estonian government three 

times to evaluate its legal education institutions. He co-wrote the United 

Kingdom’s General Guidance for Schools on the Human Rights Act.

 Visiting Professor of Law Candace Zierdt is the Alan Gray 

Professor of Law at the University of North Dakota and recently served 

as the interim dean. She teaches contracts, trial advocacy, uniform com-

mercial code and juvenile law. She has served as an academic specialist in 

Slovenia and Macedonia on the subjects of American contract law and the 

rule of law. She has visited at Temple University and Emory University. 

 Professor Zierdt practiced law for 11 years in Kansas City and 

received the Missouri Association of Social Welfare Award for Outstanding 

Legal Services. She was also a law clerk to Judge Doris Smith of the 

Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court of Appeals.

 An award-winning professor, Professor Zierdt lectures and publishes 

about issues relating to children and the law and commercial law. She is a 

North Dakota commissioner on the National Conference of Commissioners 

on Uniform State Laws and a member of the NCCUSL Committee on Liaison 

with American Indian Tribes and Nations. She earned her bachelor’s and 

law degrees from University of Kansas and her master of laws degree from 

Temple University.

  Lance Long joins Stetson as a visiting instructor of legal research 

and writing from Brigham Young University. He spent 12 years in private 

practice, specializing in appellate and motion practice in the areas of intel-

lectual property, contract and construction law. He consults with the law 

firm of Hill, Johnson & Schmutz in Provo, Utah. He earned his bachelor’s 

and law degrees from Brigham Young University.

 Bridget Remington ’03 returns to her alma mater as a visit-

ing instructor of legal research and writing. She served as staff attorney to 

Judge Craig C. Villanti of Florida’s Second District Court of Appeal. Professor 

Remington taught English to at-risk high school students and worked in 

social services before attending Stetson, where she was Editor-in-Chief 

of the Stetson Law Review, a member of the Moot Court Board, a Dean’s 

Fellow and a Teaching Fellow. She earned her bachelor’s degree from 

Stanford University and master’s degree from University of Mississippi.

Back row from left, William Kaplin, Lance Long, Timothy Kaye and 
Douglas Haddock. Front row from left, Ellen Podgor, Candace Zierdt, 
Martin Frey and Bridget Remington ’03.

F A L L  2 0 0 5      13

F A C U L T Y  F O R U M



14      S T E T S O N  Lawyer

P R O F I L E

  Protectinghuman           rights   In order to
form a more 
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BY FRANK KLIM

AS A YOUNG CHILD, JO 
Ann Palchak’s father 
gently handed her a 

leather-bound copy of the U.S. 
Constitution and told his daughter, 
“This is what I was protecting 
when I fought in the war. Please 
study and appreciate it.” 

To this day, Palchak carries a 
copy of the U.S. Constitution and 
frequently gives copies as gifts. This 
third-year student graduates in 
December 2005 with an unbridled 
passion for her profession. Palchak 
positions her perspective this 
way: “I believe that the law 
should inspire notions of clarity, 
fairness and justice, not fear or 
powerlessness. The law should be 
seen as a refuge.”

Palchak has always been a 
problem solver. During her eight 
years as a senior-level systems 
analyst with software giant Oracle, 
she worked in the database group 
doing “premium support” and 
“bug diagnostics and escalation 
issues.” Her expertise led her to 
the pinnacle of Oracle’s worldwide 
support system. Her daily challenge 
was no small task. A typical 
problem might involve a hiccup 
in an international company’s 
computer tracking system. Because 
Palchak specialized in distributed 

databases, she was able to resolve 
these issues quickly herself or get 
the right sort of help to do so. 

In what sounds like a scene 
from a movie, Palchak made the 
decision to change the course of 
her life during a hiking vacation 
in the Himalayas. She summarized 
the cathartic decision: “I realized 
that, while I simply loved my work, 
I wasn’t yet solving the correct set 
of problems for me. I knew there 
was something more I could do. I 
felt that my focus should be more 
in line with improving humanity 
and helping people—beyond just 
their database needs. I considered 
becoming a doctor but quickly 
ruled this out, as I have a little bit 
of a weak stomach.” 

After her trek in Nepal, 
Palchak returned home and began 
looking at her old copy of the U.S. 
Constitution. As she turned the 
pages that define our democracy, 
she knew that she should pursue 
law. She gave Oracle a year to find 
her replacement and thus began a 
new career—solving a whole new 
set of challenges as a student at 
Stetson University College of Law. 

It should come as no surprise 
that Palchak is president of 
Stetson’s American Constitution 
Society. She is also active 
in a number of other legal 
organizations, including the 

Law and Society Organization, 
the Human Development and 
Capability Association, the 
Ferguson and White Inn of Court 
and the International Association 
of Genocide scholars. 

Genocide scholarship has 
become Palchak’s mission. Inspired 
by Stetson Professors Dorothea 
Beane and Luz Nagle, Palchak 
began studying the jurisprudence 
of gender crime as developed by 
the ad-hoc international tribunals. 
“Women have a unique vulner-
ability during times of internal 
conflict,” said Palchak. “The sys-
tematic rape of women during such 
a conflict was held to be an instru-
ment of genocide. The organized 
sexual violence against women was 
found to be torture. If you want to 
wipe out a culture, orphan the chil-
dren, abandon the elderly, and you 
systematically violate the women,” 
she explained.

Last June, only one law 
student in the world was invited 
to participate on a panel of 
distinguished Holocaust scholars 
at the International Association 
of Genocide Scholars Biennial 
Conference. It was Jo Ann 
Palchak. Her scholarship on 
gender crime drew the attention 
of international law and genocide 
scholars. She was invited to 

Childhood advice inspires 
top computer problem solver 
to human rights law career

(continued on next page)
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submit her work and participate 
in a distinguished panel at the 
conference that featured Juan 
Méndez of Argentina as a keynote. 
Méndez is one of the world’s 
leading scholars on human rights 
laws and is U.N. Special Adviser to 
Secretary General Kofi Annan.

This year’s American Society 
of International Law conference 
at the New England School of 
Law in Boston presented a forum 
to recognize the 10th anniversary 
of the Rwandan genocide and the 
work of the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda. Earlier in 
the year, Palchak studied the 
tribunal’s work during a class with 
Professor Beane. Her immersion 
in this subject led to extensive 
papers on the development of the 
jurisprudence of gender crime. She 
had also prepared an interactive 
presentation on the topic. With 
Professor Beane’s assistance, she 
sent this presentation to Judge 
Navi Pillay, former president of 
the Rwandan Tribunal. “There 
was no clear definition of rape 
in international law until the 
International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda crafted it,” said Palchak.  
“It was really an honor to share 
my work with Judge Pillay, as she 
was a jurist in the Akayesu case 
that found rape as an instrument of 
genocide.”

During the Boston conference, 

Palchak could not resist the oppor-
tunity to query the assembled legal 
scholars. Between sessions, one of 
the speakers mistakenly assumed 
Palchak was a law professor and 
invited her to the speaker’s recep-
tion. Palchak shared that she was 
actually a student, but the scholars 
insisted she go to the reception. 
There, she discussed her work with 
both a judge and prosecutor from 
the Rwandan Tribunal, as well as 
numerous other legal scholars. 

Palchak’s work as editor of 
the Tribunal Project at Stetson 
with Professor Beane prepared 
her well for the Hague-Freiburg 
summer abroad program. While 
in The Hague, Palchak and her 
classmates had the opportunity to 
meet with Judge Navi Pillay, who 
is now a judge at the International 
Criminal Court. Palchak said 
the summer abroad program was 
an extraordinary experience 
that solidified her resolve to 
“global problem solving using 
international law.” The Hague 
program included observations 
of the trial of former Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic, 
meeting with representatives of the 
Dutch government, lectures with 
distinguished international lawyers, 
and visits to the International 
Criminal Court. “This program is 
unique in its field visits,” Professor  
Beane said. Those excursions also 

included trips to the International 
Court of Justice, the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia, the Court of Permanent 
Arbitration and the U.S.-Iran 
Claims Tribunal.

When Palchak speaks about 
the role of the modern-day lawyer, 
she talks about change, passion, 
awareness and loyalty. “Each of us 
is responsible for the maintenance, 
safekeeping and celebration of the 
profession.”

As for the future, Palchak 
wants to pass the bar and pursue an 
LL.M. fellowship with the goal of 
being a law professor. “My ultimate 
goal is to become an engaged 
scholar. I want to use my scholar’s 
agency as an agent of change 
to help the marginalized and 
disenfranchised. Stetson professor 
Marleen O’Connor-Felman is 
an example to me of the impact 
one can have from academia, via 
her work in the area of corporate 
governance.”

As a passionate constitutional 
law student, Palchak is fascinated 
by the 14th Amendment. “Due 
process and equal protection 
finally reached the states,” she 
muses. She frequently reads the 
Amendments in her personal copy 
of the Constitution that remains 
her traveling companion and 
remembers the fatherly advice she 
received so many years ago. 

Palchak’s pursuits have connected her with Professor Dorothea Beane and Dutch Parliamentary member John Leerdam, Gloria Steinem and U.N. Special Adviser Juan Méndez.



BY DAVINA Y. GOULD

Ranked in a 2004 Gallup 
poll among America’s least 
trusted professionals, it’s no 

secret that lawyers—especially trial 
lawyers—are the frequent target of 
political attacks.
 Fighting back is Alexander 
“Zander” Clem ’90, immediate 
past president of the Academy of 
Florida Trial Lawyers. A leading 
advocate for, well, advocates, Clem 
spent 2004-2005 at the forefront of 
the public battle of tort reform.
 “Every year, there is a constant 
drumbeat in Tallahassee for tort 
reform where big insurance com-
panies, professional groups and 
industries seek immunity—or par-
tial immunity—from accountability 
for personal injuries resulting from 
their negligent conduct. Floridians 
are the victims of legislation that 
strips away their tort rights,” he 
said. 
 As AFTL president, Clem 
served as a chief spokesperson 
against the constitutional amend-
ment that passed in Florida to limit 
lawyer fees on medical malpractice 
cases. During the 2005 legislative 
session, Clem and his team defend-
ed against 40 different tort reform 
measures, including premises liabil-
ity, class action, products liability 
and multiple medical malpractice 
bills.
 Clem’s position has put him 
at odds with leaders of his own 
political party. “I was born into a 

Republican family, 
believing in personal 
responsibility and 
personal account-
ability, which are 
also the bedrock 
principles of the 
civil justice system,” explains 
Clem, whose father Chester Clem 
was a former legislator, vice chair of 
the Florida GOP and candidate for 
governor.
 “The jury system is alive and 
well, and it works. In the vast 
majority of civil cases, juries get it 
right,” Clem said. “I’m disturbed 
about the lack of respect by many 
elected officials who don’t seem to 
have a complete understanding of 
the judicial process, trial by jury, 
and the importance of the civil jus-
tice system in our daily lives.”
 Clem’s leadership of the AFTL 
wasn’t his first foray into public 
discourse. He has testified repeat-
edly before the Florida Senate and 
House committees on tort reform 
issues and served on the legislative 
committee of the Orange County 
Bar Association.
 Specializing in the areas of 
nursing home negligence and 
wrongful death, Clem wears the 
label of personal injury attorney 
with pride. “We make a difference 
in people’s lives. There are count-
less examples where trial lawyers 
have benefited society—removing 
dangerous products from the mar-
ket such as flammable children’s 
pajamas, defective Firestone 

tires, Pinto cars that exploded on 
impact—and this was not done 
through a governmental agency. 
I’d rather have one aggressive trial 
lawyer addressing a problem than 
1,000 bureaucrats. A trial attorney 
is, in essence, a private attorney 
general. We get results.”
 Clem acknowledges that trial 
lawyers have a public image prob-
lem—one he attributes to attacks 
by politicians and the insurance 
industry. “I get frustrated with cer-
tain public officials referring to per-
sonal injury claims as frivolous or 
junk lawsuits—losing a loved one 
isn’t frivolous to the family that 
suffered the loss.”
 Clem maintained his legal 
practice as an attorney for Morgan 
& Morgan P.A. throughout his 
AFTL presidency. He was recently 
listed in the 2005-2006 edition 
of Best Lawyers in America and 
received the Distinguished Alum-
nus Award from Stetson in June 
2005.
 Despite the personal and politi-
cal challenges, he feels that the 
AFTL has fought well against tort 
reform. “Although frustrating, I 
have enjoyed the battle, fighting 
for the rights of the people and 
fighting for the protection of Flo-
ridians’ rights. For me, the work 
I’ve done for the Academy hasn’t 
been out of self-interest, but in the 
pursuit of the belief that the civil 
jury trial is the heart and lungs of 
democracy. It’s been a very reward-
ing public service.”

P R O F I L E S

AFTL past president fights 
political tort reform battle

Alexander Clem ’90
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STETSON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW

Hall of Fame
GARDNER W. BECKETT JR. ’57
Gardner Beckett was a celebrated 
civil rights attorney. During his legal 
career, he donated countless hours 
of legal representation through the 
American Civil Liberties Union and 
was recognized with the Nelson Poynter Award, 
Florida’s highest award in civil liberties. He won 
three cases for the ACLU before the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Beckett served on the Stetson Law board of 
overseers and as an adjunct professor of law. In 1967, 
Beckett became president of the board of directors 
for the Stetson University Law Center Foundation, 
later known as the Dana Law Center Foundation. 
He was a member of the Florida Board of Bar 
Examiners and the Pinellas County Committee  
of 100. 

WILLIAM J. CLAPP

In the early 1950s, William J. Clapp 
played a pivotal role in convinc-
ing Stetson University trustees and 
President Ollie Edmunds that St. 
Petersburg/Gulfport would be an ideal 
place to relocate the College of Law. Clapp helped 
organize a community fundraising campaign in the 
area to help make the move financially possible for 
Stetson.

E. HARRIS DREW ’23
Justice Drew served two decades as 
a member of the Florida Supreme 
Court, including two terms as chief 
justice. He was president of the 

Florida Bar and Stetson Lawyers Association and 
winner of Stetson’s Ben C. Willard Award. Justice 
Drew served on the college’s board of overseers and 
spearheaded construction projects at the law school. 

WILLIAM R. ELEAZER

Professor William R. Eleazer served 25 
years on the faculty of Stetson Law. 
During his tenure, he built Stetson’s 
nationally recognized, number one-
ranked trial advocacy program. The 
William R. Eleazer courtroom, the nation’s first 
“elder-friendly” courtroom, was dedicated in his 
honor on Sept. 16.

MARY STEWART HOWARTH-
HEWITT ’08
Mary Stewart Howarth-Hewitt was 
the first woman in Florida to attend 
law school and earn a law degree. She 
was admitted by the Florida Supreme 
Court to practice on June 20, 1908. She supported 
Stetson throughout her life and taught constitution-
al law at the college on a part-time basis. 

ROBERT E. JAGGER ’58
Robert E. Jagger spent more than 
three decades as public defender for 
Pinellas-Pasco counties. In 1963, 
Jagger, together with Stetson professor 
Paul Barnard and 6th Judicial Circuit 
Senior Judge John Bird, organized the  
state’s first clinical legal education program  
at the college of law. 
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STETSON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW

Hall of Fame
WALTER MANN

For more than 25 years, Walter 
Mann was a moving force in the 
development and progress of Stetson 
University College of Law. He gave 
generously of time and resources. 
He was an organizer of the College of Law board 
of overseers and served as its first president from 
February 1961 until February 1967. He was later 
elected treasurer of the board and served from 1969 
until his death in August 1981.

JAMES T. RUSSELL ’54
James T. Russell was elected to the 
Florida Legislature in 1958 and 
served for six years. He served as a 
judge for several municipalities, city 
attorney for Gulfport, and an assis-
tant state attorney. In 1969, the governor appointed 
him state attorney for the 6th Judicial Circuit, a 
position he held until January 1992. In the 1970s, 
Russell helped create a new prosecution clinic at the 
College of Law. He died on Jan. 2, 2006.

MURRAY SAMS JR. ’49
During his career, Murray Sams Jr. 
was one of our nation’s finest trial 
lawyers. He was a member of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers, 
a board member of the International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers, president of the 
International Society of Barristers and the Florida 
Bar Board of Legal Specialization and Education, 
and a member of numerous other legal organizations.

 Over the years, Sams has been a generous donor 
to Stetson, sharing his time, energy and talents 
to help launch numerous education programs. He 
served as a member of the College of Law board of 
overseers and the Dana Law Center Foundation.

SUSAN F. SCHAEFFER ’71
 Judge Schaeffer graduated at 
the top of her 1971 class at Stetson. 
She worked as an Internal Revenue 
Service field agent for three years 
before beginning law school at 
Stetson. 
 Over the years, Judge Schaeffer established 
a tradition of firsts, including first female chief 
assistant public defender in Pinellas County, first 
female criminal defense attorney to achieve an AV 
rating by Martindale Hubbell, first female chief 
judge in the 6th Judicial Circuit, first chief judge in 
the circuit elected to three consecutive terms, and 
author of the first widely used judge’s manual on the 
penalty phase of capital murder trials.

RUTH FLEET THURMAN ’63 
 Over three decades of students at 
Stetson Law have worked with and 
learned from Professor Ruth Fleet 
Thurman. Thurman holds the dis-
tinction of the being the first female 
tenured professor at Stetson University College of 
Law, and she was the only woman in her spring 1963 
graduating class. 
 Thurman was also the first female assistant state 
attorney in Florida’s 6th Judicial Circuit.

 Stetson University College of Law honored the dedication and 

contributions of alumni, faculty and friends as inductees into its Hall of 

Fame, established in 2004 by Dean Darby Dickerson. The members were 

selected by a 10-member panel and inducted on October 10. The Hall of 

Fame now includes 28 members.

  “All of these individuals have reached the pinnacle of their professions 

and have effected a profound positive influence on Stetson University 

College of Law,” said Dean Darby Dickerson.
BY FRANK KLIM
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The model for 
access to the elderly

 National advocates for 
the rights of seniors and 
the disabled gathered at 
Stetson University College 
of Law on Sept. 16 for the 
dedication of the nation’s 
first “elder-friendly”  
courtroom. 
 “We can only hope that 
this courtroom inspires the 
creation of others,” said 
AARP CEO Bill Novelli. 
“You have created a place 
of law and justice that is 
accessible to anyone and 
everyone.” 
 The courtroom features 
touch screens, electronic 
gates that open automati-
cally, hearing amplification 
devices, flat-panel moni-
tors, refreshable Braille 
displays, a multi-lingual 
software speech synthesizer 
and translator, and other 
features specially designed 
for people with reduced 
vision, limited hearing or 
other physical disabilities. 

BY FRANK KLIM, BRANDI PALMER AND DAVINA GOULD

PHOTOGRAPHY BY RAY STANYARD
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(Continued from previous page)
 Former U.S. Attorney General Dick Thornburgh, who shepherded 
the American with Disabilities Act, was the keynote speaker for the 
Eleazer Courtroom dedication. Thornburgh reminded the courtroom 
audience of a landmark Supreme Court case, Lane v. Tennessee, in which 
a disabled man was forced to climb out of his wheelchair and crawl up 
the steps of a courthouse to attend a judicial proceeding. “The Eleazer 
courtroom doesn’t simply accommodate wheelchair access, though that 
is monumental in its own right. It goes so much further. Its technology 
will enable people with various sensory impairments to participate fully 
in our judicial process,” Thornburgh said. 
 Lawrence Davidow, president of the National Academy for Elder 
Law Attorneys, said construction of the new courtroom is the begin-
ning of a movement to increase access, dignity, respect and involvement 
of all people with disabilities, regardless of age, in every courtroom in 
the United States. “This courtroom is all about enhancing the lives of 
people with special needs as they age. We intimately know what this 
courtroom means to them: access to justice with dignity, enhancing 
their ability to be a part of a process that directly impacts their lives, 
without barriers, seamlessly allowing their disabilities to be a non-issue,” 
Davidow said.
 Stetson professors Rebecca Morgan and Roberta Flowers spearheaded 
courtroom construction. “This innovative courtroom combines cutting-
edge technology while recognizing that our system of justice will always 
be about people,” said Flowers.
 The courtroom will be used initially for Elder Consumer Protection 
Program activities that educate the elderly community about various 
types of consumer fraud. In the spring, elder law and advocacy students 
will use the new facility, and Professors Morgan and Flowers are work-
ing to make the courtroom available for actual court proceedings in the 
near future. Stetson dedicated the courtroom in honor of Distinguished 
Professor of Law Emeritus William R. Eleazer.

This barrier-free courtroom, a joint effort 
of Stetson’s Centers for Excellence in 
Advocacy and Elder Law, was designed 
as a national model to increase 
courtroom access for the elderly and 
disabled. It uses cutting-edge technology 
including flat-panel monitors to display 
evidence, hearing amplification devices 
to make speech more audible, and a 
multi-lingual software speech synthesizer 
to read aloud words displayed on a 
computer screen, translate them into 
multiple languages, and even output 
words to refreshable Braille displays.

Beyond technology, the architecture and 
decor addresses the needs of elderly and 
disabled individuals. Contrasting colors 
are used throughout the courtroom to aid 
the visually impaired, and the specially 
designed chairs and courtroom layout 
improve access for those with limited 
mobility. A wheelchair ramp with double 
handrails is located inside the judge’s 
chambers, and the three-judge appellate 
bench features technology that is easily 
movable for judges with limited reach. 
The courtroom is completely compliant 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The teaching courtroom features a 
double jury box with one-way glass, 
which allows students to monitor mock 
juries and focus groups. A flat-panel 
touch screen outside the courtroom 
explains the roles of court personnel in 
the proceedings. High-definition plasma 
screens and projectors display clear 
images that are easy to see. One-of-a-
kind electronic gates are located at the 
front of the gallery and open as pocket 
doors activated either by electronic 
sensor or by pressing a button from 
a number of locations throughout the 
courtroom. The custom-built podium 
adjusts to height and automatically 
extends the work surface for individuals 
in wheelchairs.



F A L L  2 0 0 5      23

Microphones and display monitors have been 
installed at each lawyer’s table, judge’s seat, 
podium and witness desk.
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Professor Emeritus William R. Eleazer and wife Jan 
Eleazer pose alongside Professor Eleazer’s portrait.
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Above, students can observe jury deliberations through 
a one-way mirror. Left, the judge’s chamber features a 
wheelchair ramp and equipment for viewing activities 
inside the courtroom.  Below, a touch-screen panel 
outside the courtroom allows visitors to learn about 
each area of the courtroom.

Across page, special markings in the carpet cue 
visually impaired visitors to the location of rows for 
seating. 



ON MAY 31, 2005, WE 
celebrated the trium-
phant conclusion of the 

Cornerstone Campaign.  
 This campaign was the first 
major, comprehensive fundraising 
campaign for Stetson University 
College of Law. Its purpose was 
to strengthen and expand the 
intellectual life of the College 
through enhancements to the 
curriculum, academic programs, 
faculty, students and staff. 
 In the beginning, we started 
with an ambitious goal of raising  
$8 million by May 31, 2005. 
Then in 2002, we decided to raise 
that goal to $12 million. The 
breakdown of those funds were 
designated as follows:

$6.5 million Student Scholarships/Awards
$2.25 million Faculty Chairs/Professorships
$2.25 million  Academic Programs
$1 million Faculty/Staff Development

 Now, I am proud to announce 
that Stetson University College 

of Law has 
exceeded  
its goal by 
raising over  
$30 million.
 This 
tremendous 
grand total was 
made possible 
through gifts, 
pledges, bequests and federal 
funding—making the Cornerstone 
Campaign the most successful 
fundraising initiative in the history 
of the College of Law.    
 As we all know, something this 
successful would not have been 
possible without the generosity 
and support of so many people.  
Your heartfelt contributions have 
made—and will continue to 
make—a significant and positive 
impact on the future of this law 
school.
 While the Cornerstone 
Campaign is now officially 
over in name, we hope that the 

philanthropic spirit shown by our 
alumni and friends will continue. 
Together, we must preserve and 
pass on to future generations our 
commitment to excellence, for it is 
the responsibility of all of us who 
have a concern for this law school 
to ensure its future success.
 I would like to personally 
express my heartfelt gratitude and 
appreciation to all of you who 
have been so generous with your 
time, energy and money. Never 
has Margaret Mead’s famous quote 
been more appropriate than now 
when she said, “Never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed people can change the 
world. For indeed, it is the only 
thing that ever has.”
     
Thank You,

Dotti E. Bressi, Ed.D.
Associate Vice President  
for College Relations

Cornerstone Campaign  
exceeds $30 million

Dotti E. Bressi
Associate Vice President 

for College Relations
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BY DAVINA Y. GOULD

HE WAS THE MOST  
wonderful man I have 
ever known and the love 

of my life.”
Whenever Bonnie Brown 

Foreman BA ’68 speaks of her 
husband of 37 years, Edward D. 
Foreman BA ’67, JD ’71, her voice 
trembles in a blend of passion and 
grief. 

“His generosity of friendship, 
time, talent and resources was 
unmatched. Success never changed 
him, and the good and difference 
he made is incalculable,” said 
Foreman’s widow with an unflinch-
ing enthusiasm that has not waned 
since his death nearly two years 
ago. “He devoted his life to serving 
others, his family, the legal profes-
sion and his community.”

Eager to share the story of her 
beloved Ed, Mrs. Foreman sought 
to find ways to publicly honor 
his memory as she grieved for his 
death. When fulfilling the promise 
her husband made to attend the 
graduation of his Stetson law clerk, 
Alex Jagiella, in May 2004, she 
conceived a special way to memo-
rialize her soulmate: the Edward 
D. Foreman Most Distinguished 
Student Award.

This award would become the 
largest, most prestigious award 
given at each graduation. It would 
honor the “best all-around student” 
who has demonstrated a passion for 
the legal profession and commit-
ment to community service.

“Stetson was a wonderful place 

to start to honor his memory. Law 
school gave him the opportunity for 
such success,” said Mrs. Foreman, 
who met her husband when they 
were students at Stetson’s under-
graduate campus in DeLand. After 
marrying in 1969, the couple moved 
to St. Petersburg so that Edward 
could attend Stetson University 
College of Law. He excelled as a 
student, graduating first in his law 
school class. Edward served on 
the editorial board of the Stetson 
Intramural Law Review and as a 
member of the Phi Delta Phi legal 
fraternity, and was awarded the 
American Jurisprudence Award 
for Excellent Achievement in the 
Study of Pleading.

After law school, Edward 
Foreman worked as an assistant 
public defender before opening his 
own practice. He also served as the 
city attorney for Pinellas Park from 
1975 until his death in 2004. His 
diverse personal interests included 
flying, gourmet cooking, travel, 
wildlife and serving others.

“Mr. Foreman was passionate, 

generous and truly a renaissance 
man,” echoed Andrew Chiang 
’05, the inaugural recipient of the 
Foreman award. “I am excited by 
this award, but humbled at the 
same time.” As a Foreman award 
winner, Chiang received a $5,000 
cash award and a crystal trophy 
in the shape of an eternal flame. 
His name was engraved on a large 
bronze plaque bearing the image of 
Edward Foreman outside the Great 
Hall.

Bonnie Foreman talks of 
Chiang with the pride of a parent 
and looks forward to meeting future 
honorees. “It is my dearest wish 
that the recipients of this award 
will bring their children back to 
see their name engraved on the 
plaque.”

“It is such a privilege for me 
to honor the memory of my hus-
band with this award,” said Mrs. 
Foreman at Stetson’s Cornerstone 
Campaign celebration. “And the 
one thing I didn’t expect—it has 
helped me to mend my own broken 
heart.”

Largest graduation award 
named for Edward D. Foreman
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“

Andrew Chiang ’05 
accepts the first 
Edward D. Foreman 
Most Distinguished 
Student Award from 
Bonnie Brown Fore-
man. The son of Tai-
wanese immigrants, 
Chiang was a 
JD/MBA dual-degree 
graduate who served 
as vice chair of 
the American Bar 
Association Law 
School Division and a 
Stetson Ambassador.
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BY DAVINA Y. GOULD

FOR HASSAN MILANI,   
charitable giving is about 
honoring the legacy of the 

woman who gave him life.
“I owed her a lot—she was the 

most wonderful person who ever 
walked this Earth,” said Milani, 
who established the Zinat Shadman 

Milani Scholarship En-
dowment in his mother’s 
honor. The need-based 
scholarship will be 
awarded annually to a 

student who has dem-
onstrated good academic 
performance.

Zinat Shadman Milani, known 
to her friends as “Zizi Joon,” was 
born into a prominent family whose 
members held top-level govern-
ment positions in the Shah of Iran’s 
regime. The mother of five chil-
dren, Zizi Joon was best known for 
her generosity and lively spirit.

“The most important thing 
she taught me was if you do some-
thing for somebody, do not expect 
anything in return and you will 
be happy,” said Mr. Milani, whose 
son, Farzad, is on the dean’s list at 
Stetson. “This scholarship is just 
a small token of appreciation for 
what [my mother] did for me in my 
life.”

The first Milani Scholarship 
was awarded to Christina Platt, a 
single parent.

“I am so thankful,” said Platt. 
“Without Mr. Milani’s help, I would 
not have been able to succeed at 
Stetson.”

The owner of a commercial re-
frigeration business, Mr. Milani has 
also contributed to Stetson in other 
ways through creating a second 
endowed scholarship and donat-
ing refrigeration equipment to the 
newly remodeled Stetson café. 

When Mr. Milani retires in 
a few years, he plans to continue 
to follow his mother’s example by 
donating more of his time and re-
sources to helping others, including 
volunteering for Stetson.

“She taught me that it’s not the 
amount of money that you give, 
but the percentage of what you can 
afford to give that counts.”

Milani carries on mother’s legacy of giving 
through endowed student scholarship

From left, Hassan 
Milani, scholarship 
recipient Christina 
Platt and Mahvash  
Milani gather at the 
Cornerstone Cam-
paign Celebration 
banquet in October.

the Cornerstone Campaign: Final Results
Campaign Component    Total Raised  Over Goal
Student Scholarships and Awards  $  9,193,209  $2,693,209
Faculty Chairs and Professorships  $  5,063,579  $2,813,579
Curricular and Co-Curricular Programs  $13,915,708* $11,665,708
Other      $       56,818
GRAND TOTAL     $30,479,314  Total over goal: $18,479,314

* Includes federal grants.

Zinat Shadman 
Milani
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We would like to thank the following alumni, faculty, staff, friends, firms, companies, corporations 

and foundations for their assistance and continued support of Stetson University College of Law 

during the 2004-2005 academic year, running from June 1 through May 31. 

 Your gifts make the critical difference in the life of the College of Law and our students. Your financial 

contributions help us to maintain this law school’s well-deserved reputation for superior teaching, able 

scholarship and distinguished service to the profession. Thank you for helping us succeed.

 If we have overlooked anyone, please forgive us and allow us a chance to correct our records by 

contacting the Office of College Relations at (727) 562-7818 or alumni@law.stetson.edu. 

BARRISTERS
$10,000 or more

American Mock Trial 
Association

Anonymous
Attorneys’ Title Insurance 

Fund Inc.
Boston Asset Management
Stacy Strolla Brookman ’94
S. Sammy Cacciatore ’66 T O
The Center For Special Needs 

Trust Administration Inc.
Charles A. Dana Law Center 

Foundation 
The Florida Bar Foundation
Denis L. Fontaine Foundation
The Joy McCann Foundation
Leo J. Govoni O
Anthony J. Grezik ’53
Hassan M. Milani
Pinellas County Community 

Foundation
Scott and Annie Appleby 

Charitable Trust
John W. Staunton ’97
Cary C. Strolla ’97
Strolla & Strolla
Matthew A. Towery ’87 O
James L. Wilkes ’83

FELLOWS
$5,000 to $9,999

Carlton Fields P.A.
Dean Darby Dickerson O F
Aubrey O. Dicus Jr. ’74
Bonnie B. Foreman
GrayRobinson P.A.
Carolyn D. Hill ’92

Felix F. Hill ’95
Mary L. Knowles
Professor Thomas C. Marks  

Jr. ’63 F
Barbara Olsen
Thomas D. Roebig Jr. ’86
Steven C. Ruth ’76
St. Petersburg Bar  

Foundation Inc.
Gary R. Trombley ’73 O
Trombley & Hanes
Melvyn Trute ’66
Brandon S. Vesely ’94
Shirin M. Vesely ’94 O
Michael L. Walker ’87

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
$2,500 to $4,999

American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers, 
Florida Chapter

Professor Kristen D. Adams F
Associate Dean John F. 

Cooper F
Fred R. Dudley ’68
Richard A. Harrison ’86 O
Hon. J. Carter Perkins ’47
Phelps Dunbar LLP
Wilton L. Strickland ’69
Paul A. Turk Jr. ’79 O
University of South Florida
Charles H. Warwick III ’50
C. Steven Yerrid

ACTIVE 
$1,000 to $2,499

Lawrence C. Adams
John-Edward Alley

Karen Altieri 
AMB Group LLC
Donald C. Anderson ’73
Anderson & Tucker
Dayton T. Andrews O
Professor Robert Batey F
Battaglia, Ross, Dicus & Wein 

P.A.
Professor Pamela Cole Bell 

’82 F
Skip Berg ’71
William F. Blews ’66 O
C. Scott Brainard ’79
Vincent A. Branton ’99
Deborah Crumbley Brown 

’87 S
Thomas R. Brown ’67
Robert E. Bugg ’76
John W. Bussey III ’68
Keith M. Carter ’85
Bryan D. Caulfield ’88
Susan H. Churuti
Robert Churuti 
Clearwater Bar Foundation
Clinton A. Curtis ’58 
Hon. Robert N. Davis
Brian P. Deeb ’85
Deeb & Brainard P.A.
Ronald J. DeLisle
Hon. David A. Demers ’72
Susan S. Demers
Dean Emeritus Richard T. 

Dillon ’57 
Andrew J. Doyle ’96
Robert E. Doyle Jr. ’75
Charles W. Ehrlich ’71
Professor Emeritus William  

R. Eleazer
Anthony S. Falco ’88
C. Thomas Ferrara ’73

J. S. Fleming ’90
Florida Lawyers Legal 

Insurance Corporation
Professor Roberta Kemp 

Flowers F
William J. Flynn III
Hon. John A. Grant Jr. ’68
Thomas D. Graves ’60 O
Hon. Karl B. Grube ’70
John A. Guyton Jr. O
Imy N. Hamilton ’69
W. Langston Holland ’60
Ann S. Hughes-Johnson
Bernard J. Iacovangelo ’73
Jack C. Inman ’49
Thomas A. James ’69
Jefferson Lee Ford III 

Memorial Foundation Inc.
Judith E. Cook and Joseph C. 

Cook Jr. Foundation
Frederick B. Karl ’49 O
Michael J. Keane ’78
Keane, Reese, Vesely & 

Gerdes P.A.
Hon. Daniel M. Kilbride Jr. ’74
Martha A. Kimball ’83
Thomas E. Kingcade ’70
Christopher R. Koehler ’03
Hon. Elizabeth A. 

Kovachevich ’61 O
Marlyss R. Kuenzel
President H. Douglas Lee T O
Hon. Nancy M. Ley
Paul Ley
Harley K. Look Jr. ’78
Wendy S. Loquasto ’88
M. Adam Goodman 
Joshua Magidson ’80
Jan Majewski
Anne S. Mason ’84

T Trustee O Overseer F Faculty S Staff St Student D Deceased
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Bernard J. McCabe Jr. ’72 O
R. Michael McCain O
Steven D. Miskin ’88 D
Dr. Madison Mosley ’92 D F
Claude L. Mullis ’50 D
Peter J. Munson ’72
David G. Murray ’72
Francis A. Orszulak ’77
L. Michael Osman ’78
F. Wallace Pope
Catherine C. Prats ’83
Luis Prats ’81 T
A. Douglas Prior Jr. ’75
Hon. Frank Quesada ’74
John H. Rains III ’79
Fred N. Roberts Sr. ’64
William J. Roberts ’58
Hon. Dale Ross ’73
Judith O. Rosenkranz
Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell 

P.A.
Marsha G. Rydberg ’76 T O
Thomas H. Rydberg ’76
David Sampedro ’95
Hon. Susan F. Schaeffer ’71 O
Shell Oil Company 

Foundation
Walter E. Smith ’71
St. Petersburg Times
Rexford H. Stephens ’98
Robert G. Stokes ’61
Professor Bradford Stone F
John C. Story III ’77
John M. Strickland ’71
Hon. Thomas E. Stringer Sr. 

’74 O
John J. Sulik ’50
Martin W. Taplin ’63
James D. Thaler Jr. ’00 S
Thomas A. & Mary S. James 

Foundation
Thompson, Sizemore & 

Gonzalez P.A.
Professor Ruth F. Thurman 

’63 F
Douglas E. Turner
M. Celia Vause
J. Ben Watkins ’49 O
Dr. A.S. Weekley Jr. ’89
Randall K. Wilburn ’02
Lorri S. Woodacre 

SENIOR PARTNERS 
$500 to $999

Andrea L. Aylett-Hosch ’88
Bayfront Villas
Rebecca C. Bell ’99
James L. Bowdish ’69
Dr. Dotti E. Bressi S
Gregory M. Burgee ’85
Susan D. Burman
A. Craig Cameron ’73
Richard G. Canina ’85
Cindy J. Carlton ’89
David P. Carlton ’88
Claire B. Carraway ’85
J. Frazier Carraway ’88
The Chronicle of Higher 

Education Inc.
Ben Daniel Jr. ’60
Danell G. DeBerg ’82
Theodore A. Doremus Jr. ’69
Professor Jo Anne Durako F
James O. Eubank II ’64
Louise B. Fields ’85
Financial Service Centers of 

Florida
Florida Association for 

Women Lawyers
The Florida Bar
Professor Royal C.  

Gardner III F
William M. Gillespie ’56
Gillespie and Gillespie P.A.
Seymour A. Gordon ’60
Daniel A. Gregory ’83
Mark E. Haranzo ’85
Michael L. Hastings ’69
Paul W. Hitchens ’77
Frank J. Hoerst III ’74
Robert H. Hosch Jr. ’88
Beth A. Houghton ’80
Susan G. Johnson ’97
John J. Kabboord Jr. ’75
Darlene L. Kelly
Karen M. Kelly ’97
Ky Koch
Rhea F. Law ’79 O
Tracy E. Leduc ’97
Hon. Robert E. Lee Jr. ’49
Jeffrey A. Maine ’93
Stewart A. Marshall III ’73
Richard J. McKay ’84

Cynthia A. Mikos ’93
Mills Paskert Divers P.A.
Thomas R. Mooney ’61
Stanley W. Moore
A.J. Musial Jr. ’73
Daniel A. Orie S
Bill Parker
Ned I. Price ’78
Todd C. Richardson ’86
Christine B. Rooth ’93
Joseph M. Rooth ’94
Monte R. Shoemaker ’86
G. Andrew Speer ’51
Rev. Lynnette Stallworth
George R. Stedronsky ’53
Hon. Irene H. Sullivan ’77
Allyn D. Veatch
Howard G. Waddell ’61
Rachael S. Worthington ’89
Sema Yildirim ’03

PARTNERS 
$250 to $499

Richard A. Adamy
Akerman, Senterfitt &  

Eidson P.A.
Anonymous
Earl H. Archer III ’73
Kimberly L. Bald ’84
Bank of America
Hon. Peter Z. Behuniak ’66
Berger Singerman P.A.
Berman & Associates P.A.
William G. Berzak ’79
Professor James J. Brown F
Pamela D. Burdett S
Bush, Ross, Gardner, Warren 

& Rudy P.A.
Hon. James R. Case ’72
Hon. Sylvan J. Davis Jr. ’54
Connie P. Evans S
Katherine W. Ezell ’69
Professor Peter L. Fitzgerald F
Florida Associated General 

Contractors for Better 
Government

Florin, Roebig P.A.
Foley & Lardner
Harvey A. Ford ’79
Forizs & Dogali P.L.
Fowler White Boggs Banker

Glenn Rasmussen & Fogarty
Frank L. Hearne
Hill, Ward & Henderson
Clifford G. Hoffman ’69
Holland & Knight
Charles E. Jacobson III ’74
Johnson, Blakely, Pope, Bokor, 

Ruppel & Burns P.A.
Richard Johnston Jr.
Gina F. Jung ’92
Earlene Kuester S
Professor Jerome C. Latimer F
Roxane M. Latoza S
Elizabeth R. Mannion ’81
Hon. Catherine P. McEwen ’82
Harold L. McNeill ’60
Dr. Sheila F. McNeill ’90
Miller and Hollander
Clyde Mitchell
Hon. Melvin Orfinger ’49
John E. Ormond Jr. ’75
Pavese, Haverfield, Dalton, 

Harrison & Gensen 
Attorneys at Law

Donald A. Pickworth ’73
William G. Pontrello ’73
Maureen C. Proctor ’88
Jerome D. Quinn ’68
Roger R. Raepple
Lynn V. Ramey ’88
Mark S. Ramey ’87
Ramey, Ramey & Kampf P.A.
Steven M. Robey ’76
Rouson & Brumley P.A.
Rutledge, Ecenia, Purnell & 

Hoffman P.A.
Hon. Edwin P. Sanders ’68
Frederick L. Schaub ’84
William M. Seider 
Charles R. Stepter Jr. ’73
Stichter, Riedel, Blain & 

Prosser P.A.
Sarah R. Straley ’80
G.J. Rod Sullivan Jr. ’82 
John H. Trevena ’85
Uhlfelder and Associates P.A.
Alfred E. Underberg ’59
James L. Whitten ’69
J. Emory Wood ’79
Wood & Associates P.A.
Jeffrey C. Zucker ’72
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JUNIOR PARTNERS 
$100 TO $249

Harvey J. Abel ’59 
AIG Inc.
Bruce G. Alexander
Professor Michael P. Allen F
Amundsen & Gilroy P.A.
Hon. Horace A. Andrews ’70
John C. Archer ’91
Raymond O. Arsenault
Associated General 

Contractors of Greater 
Florida

G. Helen Athan ’88
Donna C. Baccarella ’91
Richard A. Baehr 
Lori Y. Baggett ’02
David W. Barrow III ’66
Dennis Beal
Martin Bedrock ’83
Jack R. Bello Jr. ’86
Michael P. Beltrami ’86
Paul E. Berg ’83
Hon. Edward H. Bergstrom 

Jr. ’57
Nancy J. Besore St

Black Diamond Invest- 
ments Inc.

F.L. Blankenhorn ’64
Hon. Arthur B. Bleecher ’57
Philip J. Bonamo ’95
Nicola T. Boone ’92
Hon. Janet C. Booth ’93
Sandra Bosso-Pardo ’78
Barbara K. Bottone S
Elizabeth G. Bourlon ’03
Professor Brooke J.  

Bowman ’02 F
Kevan K. Boyles ’79
Rosemary C. Boyles ’78
Thomas R. Bruckman ’64
Hon. Susan C. Bucklew ’77 O
John W. Burton ’50
Deborah A. Bushnell ’80
Michael L. Cahill ’00
Lawrence C. Callaway III ’79
Dr. William F. Casler ’65
Michael A. Catalano ’83
Lt. Col. Marval L. Cazer ’41
Neil C. Chamelin ’68
Lt. Col. John C. Chew ’49

Dorothy C. Clark
Ethan H. Cohen ’96
Harvey V. Cohen ’97
Betty R. Cole
Douglas S. Connor ’82
Richard D. Connor Jr. ’86
Clifton C. Curry Jr. ’81
Dennis E. Dabroski ’76
Debra L. Dandar ’97
Robert W. Darnell ’85
Hugo H. deBeaubien ’73
J. Allison DeFoor II ’79
Kevin A. Denti ’89
John G. Dicks III ’77
Kenneth M. Dix ’58
Hon. John W. Dommerich ’76
Celeste R. Donovan ’92
Robert A. Douglas
Kevin F. Dugan ’85
Walter Ellis
Carlos A. Enriquez ’83
Sandra E. Epperson ’97
H.S. Evans ’75
Everlove & Associates
William C. Falkner ’84
Anna C. Fentriss
Professor Michael S. Finch F
Joseph W. Fleece Jr. ’56
Thom Foley
T. Richard Garner
Anne T. Gibson ’97
Donald R. Gillette ’88
Michael J. Glazer 
Glenn & Blenner
Jay M. Gottlieb ’76
Davina Y. Gould S
Anthony P. Granese ’72
Tamara L. Graysay ’02
Brett P. Greenberg
Hon. Lorraine B. Gregg ’85
Dr. Karen A. Griffin S
John M. Grosso ’76
Robert L. Hamilton ’67
Lynn E. Hanshaw ’99
Marjorie O. Hauser
Professor Carol Henderson F
Bryan S. Henry ’76
Tyler B. Hickey S
Gregory L. Hill S
Laura L. Hillier ’92
Donald E. Horrox ’82

Chief Donald W. Howard S
Elizabeth Howard S
Kathleen R. Hudson ’77
Bruce B. Humphrey ’98
Warren H. Husband
Dean Emeritus Bruce R. Jacob 

’59 F
Robert E. Jagger ’58
Jack P. James III ’96
Gary R. Jodat ’93
Orville Johnson III ’58
Peter T. Kennedy ’91
Hon. Lawrence E. Keough ’60 
Frank P. Klim S
Robert R. Kunkel ’73
Herbert L. Kurras ’59
Cynthia V. Lakeman ’98
David W. Lee ’91
Jodi B. Leisure ’99
Hon. John C. Lenderman ’69
William R. Leonard ’77
W.E. Litton II ’90
John C. Lovett
Eunice A. Luke ’66
Jack E. Lundy ’83
George D. Lynn Jr. ’72
Michael J. Madalena
Sheada Madani ’04
Linda D. Mason ’86
Joe A. McClain ’58
Richard P. McCleary ’90
Professor Carol C. McCrory 

’02 F
Marian P. McCulloch ’79
Richard C. McFarlain ’64
Kelly A. McKnight ’04
Larry K. Meyer ’66
Hon. Robert F. Michael Jr. ’64
Harlow C. Middleton ’67
David C. Miller ’98
Peter S. Miller ’74
Hon. Bob Mitcham ’62
Professor Rebecca C. Morgan 

’80 F
Kelly H. Musleh ’94
Victor J. Musleh Jr. ’93
Diana L. Myers ’92
Richard W. Neiser ’63
Beverly J. Ness ’93
Daniel A. Noble
Robert Oasis

Phil D. O’Connell Jr. ’68
Belisa M. Oliveira ’95
William A. Ottinger ’62
Nancy S. Paikoff ’90
Angelo Pardo Jr. ’78
Dr. David W. Persky ’88
John Petronella
Professor Ann M. Piccard ’85 F
Genellen S. Pike ’02
Robert W. Pope ’71
Valli B. Quetti ’97
Karen A. Raine ’82
William E. Reischmann Sr. ’59
John D. Rich ’97
Andrew L. Ringers Jr. ’88
Glenn R. Roderman ’72
Hon. Paul H. Roney
Peter W. Rotella ’72
David A. Rowland ’90
Alyssa A. Ruge ’03
Hon. John M. Scheb
Hon. James O. Shelfer ’74
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick
Rosalie Simms  
Hon. George R. Singeltary ’73
Gigi G. Skipper ’87
Lora J. Smeltzly ’87
W. Lawrence Smith ’82
Earl L. Snyder II
Claudos G. Spears ’72
Sharon L. Stedman ’79
Leslie R. Stein ’76 O
Malcolm L. Stephens Jr. ’52
Dr. Juan M. Suero ’02
Thomson West
Patricia S. Toups S
John N. Upchurch ’95
Sandra C. Upchurch ’93
Verizon
William J. Voges ’81
Robert R. Warchola Jr. ’85
Carleton L. Weidemeyer ’61
Anne L. Weintraub ’03
Ying White ’97
Ann J. Wild ’83
Thomas E. Wilkins
Charles A. Williams ’50
William R. Wills S
John A. Yanchunis
John W. Zajac ’02
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OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 

Tina Aldinger S
Mark T. Aliff ’76
Nancy B. Aliff ’76
Thomas P. Altman ’85
Constance S. Anderson   
Tammy G. Andis  
Apex Office Products
Jody A. Armstrong ’03
Emily Attridge S
Tami L. Augen ’98
Rebecca A. Baeten S
Hon. W. Douglas Baird ’68
Ernest L. Barrett S
David L. Baylor
Carla S. Bechard ’98
William F. Belcher ’68
Linda Bell S
Kristi L. Bergemann ’02
Scott V. Berglund ’78
Megan L. Bittakis ’99
Professor Joan Catherine  

Bohl  F
Carlo Bondoc S
Diana J. Botluk S
Professor Paul J. Boudreaux F
Garvin B. Bowden ’98
Alicia Hall Brannon ’04
Patrick D. Brannon ’03
Wendy R. Breeden
Catherine M. Breman ’89
Doris Brinn
Gretchen A. Brown S
Diane Buerger ’85
Scott C. Burgess ’90
Tracy Buxton S
Brian C. Buzek 
James A. Byrne ’80
Café Alma
Timothy J. Callahan 
Mark E. Calvin ’94
Professor Catherine  

Cameron F
Steven Cannata S
John D. Carballo ’85
Carpet Crafters Rug  

Company Inc.
Nancy L. Carter ’76
P. Lynn Cash ’83
Stephanie Cates-Harman ’81
Pamela H. Cazares ’01

Alfred A. Colby ’93
Pamela B. Coleman 
Kenneth D. Collier 
Thomas E. Conaty 
Fred Conley 
Sharon F. Cook ’94
Joan E. Corces ’87
Robin M. Cornell ’94
Professor Nicholas B. Cox F
Creative Advertising 

Specialties
Shelley B. Cridlin ’05
Karen J. Custer ’89
Camille D. Davidson S
Diana K. Davis ’03 
M. Kirk DeBaets 
Erika Dine ’02 S
Pat Discianno
Lisa B. Dodge ’90
Elizabeth M. Doxey ’85
Christa L. D’Urso ’03
Jean M. Dwyer ’90
Terri L. Dwyer
Jay D. Ellenby M.D.
Stacy Parks Elizondo S
Michael J. Farley S
Professor Kelly M. Feeley ’95 F
Renee K. Fehr ’88
Kristin Fiato S
Edward Finke S
Catherine K. Fitch S
Betty R. Fitterman ’02 S
Hon. Judith J. Flanders ’85
Florida State University
Tina M. Ford S
Estelle M. Fox
Professor James W. Fox Jr. F
Matthew M. Foxman ’98
Rebecca Frank S
Katie Franklin S
Leanne L. Frazier ’03 S
Cheryl B. Freed S
Gillian E. French S
Friendly Fisherman Seafood 

Restaurant
Ted P. Fritz ’93
C. Elmon Gatlin ’68
Patrick C. Gaule 
Koinonia M. Givens ’04 
Susan Glazier S
Don Glenn 
Patricia Gomez ’02 S

Timothy D. Gorny ’76
Jan T. Govan ’83
Andrew C. Greenberg ’93 
Mary P. Gregg S
Diane Gustafson S
Catherine M. Guthrie ’03 S
Assistant Dean Scarlett R. 

Guy ’02 S
John A. Guyton III ’89
Mary J. Hall ’00
Merri L. Hankins ’84 
Harbor View Properties Inc.
J.L. Hartt
Paul E. Hauser 
Sandy K. Hawkins ’97
James R. Headley ’03 
James P. Hewitt III ’75 
Alicia M. Hill S
Gene Hink S
Terry L. Hirsch ’75 
Peter T. Hofstra ’77
Cheryl L. Hogue S
L.D. Holt ’98 
Alyssa D. Honickman ’05
Stephen S. Hood S
John W. Hopkins
Jennifer Horton S
Justin B. Hosie ’03 
Lauren M. Hosie ’04 
Jacque Howell S
Shirley D. Howerton    
Mark E. Hungate ’76
Janet Hunter-Olney ’86
Roy H. Igersheim
Ronald G. Ingham ’67
James R. Jarrell 
Margit Jecs S
Sharonda L. Johnson ’99 
Douglas N. Jones
Meni Kanner ’70 
Nancy E. Kanter
Kevin J. Kapusta ’91
Jerry K. Kern ’64
Willard Kilgore S
Edward B. Knauer ’84 
Eric S. Koenig ’05 
Evelyn Kouns S
Darlene Krizen S
Barry J. Kudlowitz 
Andrea H. LaBanca S
Dwight L. Lawton 
Marie F. Lieber

Karen E. Lloyd ’85 
J. Bernardo Lovo ’03 
Susan A. Machata ’91
Lt. Col. Gary M. Manuele ’76
Silvia Manzanero S
Margaret Masters
Karen J. Mawhinney ’82 
Pat McCaslin S
Peggy J. McCord ’90 
Mildred McDaniel S
Bryan D. McLeod ’03 
Christina M. Mesa ’91
Julia A. Metts ’04   
Robert B. Miller ’62 
Richard C. Milstein 
Lori T. Milvain ’97
Professor Jeffrey Minneti F
Brittan L. Mitchell ’03 S
William M. Moldoff
Edward Monahan S
Karen L. Monzer S
Jennifer J. Moody 
Margret N. Moore ’83
Mary V. Moore
Derrick Morse S
Kristen Mory S
Karen L. Mulcahy ’03 
Shannon Mullins S
Carol C. Murphy ’78
Paul R. Newman 
Jimmie L. Norris S
Glenn L. Nye ’79
Thomas D. Oates ’03 
Gregory Olney II ’82 
Brandice E. Palmer S
Jeffrey H. Palmieri S
Richard A. Patterson 
Ranon Perez 
Dorothy M. Pessillo ’83
Janet M. Peters S
Louise J. Petren S
Larry J. Polyeyeff 
Steven C. Pratico 
Stephen F. Radford Jr. ’81
Noah H. Rashkind ’05 
Robert Ratkiewicz S
Gregory S. Redmon ’05 
Gary Reese
Aaron Reincheld
Cathy Rentschler S
John H. Rhodes Jr. ’60
Tracy L. Rich S
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John Rivera ’81 
Shane D. Robson-Smith
Stephan J. Ross ’61
Pamela J. Rush ’96
Bonnie E. Russell ’84
Dr. Gail E. Sasnett-Stauffer ’89
The Scholarship Foundation
Kira Scott ’03
Wanita M. Scroggs S
Richard M. Sebek ’87
James Seidman S
Michael R. Sepe S
Shalloway & Shalloway P.A.
Timothy S. Shaw ’81
Edward F. Simpson Jr. ’72
James A. Singletary 
John F. Sistrunk

Douglas R. Smaus 
Daniel M. Smith S
Isaac Smith S
Schuler W. Sohngen Jr. ’56
Rose Sopak S
A. Bronwyn Stanford ’03 S
Robert M. Steele 
Hon. Gene R. Stephenson ’59
Stetson Law Review
Susan A. Stinson S
Thomas W. Stockman   
Elizabeth L. Strawn ’95
Mary Stull S
Teresa L. Talley 
TIAA CREF Institutional 

Services
Frank M. Travassos 

Bobby L. Tyson S
Professor Stephanie A. 

Vaughan ’91 F
Maria D. Versperi
Nicole C. Villareal ’05
Brandon G. Waas ’05 
Kathleen M. Wachter
Jerry M. Wade II ’87
Jayne T. Wallace
Richard M. Ward 
Sally Waters S
Tyler A. Wells 
Russ West
Brianna Wetherwax S
K. Michael Wherley
Avis Wilcox S
Janet H. Wiles ’83

John J. Wiles ’83
Lavern J. Wilson St

Wallie M. Witherspoon S
Michael E. Wolf
Douglas Wyatt
June E. Young S
Pye N. Young St

Susan G. Zucker S
Laura Zuppo-Headley S

T  Trustee
O  Overseer
F  Faculty
S  Staff
St  Student
D  Deceased

 Christian D. Searcy 

’73, president of Searcy 

Denney Scarola Barnhart 

& Shipley P.A., has been 

named the 2005 recipient 

of the Perry Nichols Award 

by the Academy of Florida 

Trial Lawyers. 

 The academy’s board of directors voted 

unanimously to present the annual award to 

Searcy, who was also recently inducted into the 

International Society of Barristers. The award 

was presented at the AFTL’s fall convention in 

Orlando.

 First established in 1977 as a tribute 

to AFTL founder Perry Nichols ’37, the Perry 

Nichols Award is the highest honor the 

organization bestows. It was presented to 

Chris Searcy in recognition of his lifetime of 

outstanding and distinguished service to the 

cause of justice in Florida and the nation. 

 “With this award, the Academy is honor-

ing Chris Searcy’s unparalleled commitment to 

serving and protecting the people of Florida,” 

said AFTL executive director Scott Carruthers. 

“As a lawyer and as a past-president of the 

academy, Chris has shown unwavering dedica-

tion to defending the court system through 

legislative and political efforts.”

 The Perry Nichols Award has been  

presented to numerous prominent statesmen, 

journalists, judges and educators from Florida 

who have demonstrated extended, distin-

guished and passionate service to the cause 

of justice. Past recipients of the Perry Nichols 

Award include Florida governors Reuben Askew 

and Leroy Collins, and Sen. Claude D. Pepper.

 “Chris’ excellent courtroom skills, his 

dedication to preserving access to courts for all 

Americans, and his personal and professional 

support of charities committed to supporting 

children, improving education and helping the 

disabled and disenfranchised make Chris an 

example all lawyers strive to emulate,” said  

AFTL President Web Brennan.

 A board-certified civil trial lawyer, Searcy 

is a member of the board of directors of the 

International Academy of Trial Lawyers and 

the board of overseers of Stetson University 

College of Law. Searcy has chaired the 

Judicial Evaluation Committee, the Rules of 

Civil Procedure Committee, and the Standing 

Committee on Professionalism for the Florida 

Bar. He is listed in the book, The Best Lawyers 

in America, and has been featured in Florida 

Trend magazine’s premier list of Florida’s Legal 

Elite. Searcy actively litigates cases involv-

ing personal injury, wrongful death, medical 

malpractice, product liability, auto accidents, 

commercial litigation, and airline and railroad 

disasters.

 A nationally recognized trial law firm, 

Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley P.A. 

is committed to protecting and vindicating the 

rights of people injured through negligence, 

deceit and abuse of power. Over the past 

30 years, the firm has represented clients in 

courtrooms throughout Florida and across the 

nation.

Christian D. 
Searcy ’73 

A L U M N I  N E W S

Searcy earns AFTL Perry Nichols Award



1940s 

Murray Sams Jr. ’49 was inducted to the 
Stetson University College of Law Hall of Fame in 
October.

1950s 

James T. Russell ’54 was honored by the 
Florida Bar for 50 years of law practice and 
inducted to the Stetson University College of Law 
Hall of Fame in October.

Robert E. Jagger ’58 was inducted to the 
Stetson University College of Law Hall of Fame in 
October.

1960s 

Ruth Fleet Thurman ’63 was inducted to the 
Stetson University College of Law Hall of Fame.

Robert K. Downs ’65 was installed as the 128th 
president of the Illinois State Bar Association in 
June 2005. The state’s largest bar association 
with 30,000 members, the ISBA provides profes-
sional services to Illinois lawyers, and education 
and services to the public. Downs is a partner in 
Chicago’s Downs Law Offices P.C.

J. Bert Grandoff ’65 has been nominated to the 
2005 International Who’s Who of Construction 
Lawyers as one of the preeminent construction 
lawyers in the world.
 
J. Ron Smith ’67 has joined the Lakeland law 
firm of Lilly, O’Toole & Brown LLP. Smith is a 

former president of the Academy of Florida Trial 
Lawyers.
 
Wilbur E. Brewton ’68 was elected president 
of the Governor’s Club, a premier private club in 
Tallahassee with members across Florida.
 
Hon. John A. Grant Jr. ’68 was recently elected 
chair to America’s Board of the United Bible 
Societies.

Jack P. Brandon ’69 hosted a Florida Bar 
Foundation Fellows luncheon in Lakeland.

1970s 

Charles W. Ehrlich ’71 has announced that 
his daughter, Jessica D. Ehrlich, received her 
law degree from Southern Methodist University 
Dedman School of Law. 

S. Michael Ostow ’72 has joined Forizs and 
Dogali P.L. as Of Counsel in the St. Petersburg 
office. Ostow will practice in estate planning.

Stewart A. Marshall ’73 received the Florida 
Bankers Association’s 2003 Friend of Industry 
Award. He is a shareholder in the Orlando office 
of Akerman Senterfitt.
 
Gary P. Simon ’74 was elected for a second term 
as president of Temple Judea in Coral Gables.

A. Douglas Prior ’75 was re-certified in crimi-
nal trial advocacy by the National Board of Trial 
Advocacy. His daughter, Kimberly Prior ’04, is 
pursuing her LL.M. in Tax at University of Miami.
 
Judge Stephen O. Rushing ’75 was appointed 
by the Hernando County Commission to the 

Hernando County Fine Arts Council. 

Edwin M. Boyer ’77 has joined the Sarasota 
firm of McConnaughhay, Duffy, Coonrod, Pope & 
Weaver P.A. and will continue to practice in elder 
care, including nursing home residents’ rights, 
Medicaid, long-term care and disability planning, 
and special needs trusts.

Donald W. Stanley Jr. ’77 is president-elect 
of the Hillsborough County Bar Association. Mr. 
Stanley is a member of the Allen Dell P.A. firm in 
Tampa and devotes a substantial portion of his 
time to construction litigation. 

R. Paul Grady ’78 has been named Chief 
Operating Officer of Titan Propane LLC in 
Florence, Kentucky.  

J. Allison DeFoor II ’79 has received a Doctor 
of Ministry degree from the Florida Center for 
Theological Studies in Miami.

Rhea F. Law ’79, president and chief executive 
of Fowler White Boggs Banker in Tampa, was 
treated to a 180-mph trip around the Grand Prix 
track in St. Petersburg with eventual race winner 
Dan Wheldon.

Paul A. Turk ’79 has been appointed to the 
Stetson University College of Law board of 
overseers. He is a shareholder in the West Palm 
Beach law firm of Gunster, Yoakley & Stewart P.A. 

1980s 

Beth A. Houghton ’80 has been re-elected chair 
of the board for the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center 
and Research Institute. 
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STETSON LAWYERS ASSOCIATION ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING — Members of the SLA Advisory Council 
gathered at the newly dedicated William R. Eleazer Courtroom.

WASHINGTON, D.C., ALUMNI RECEPTION — Jonathan Kazem 
’99 and Lisa Ellis.



Joshua Magidson ’80 has been appointed to 
the Stetson University College of Law board of 
overseers. He is a shareholder at Macfarlane, 
Ferguson & McMullen P.A. in Clearwater.

Bruce Anderson ’81 has been appointed to the 
board of directors of the Greater Naples Chamber 
of Commerce. Anderson is a partner at Roetzel & 
Andress in Naples.

J. Craig Crawford ’81 has published a book, 
Attack the Messenger: How Politicians Turn You 
against the Media.

Catherine Peek McEwen ’82 has been 
appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the 
Middle District of Florida, the third busiest 
bankruptcy jurisdiction in the nation. Her service 
began in August 2005 in the Tampa division of 
this court.

Joseph M. Fasi II ’83 is a shareholder in 
Greenhalgh Krueger Hernandez & Fasi S.C. in Elm 
Grove, Wis. 
 
Gina K. (Kress) Grimes ’84 is a shareholder in 
Hill, Ward & Henderson P.A. in Tampa. She is a 
member of the real estate practice group.

Taso M. Milonas ’84 co-authored Advanced 
Wealth Planning in Florida for the National 
Business Institute, a publisher of reference 
materials for attorneys, accountants and financial 
professionals.

Patrice A. Pucci ’85 participated in the 
Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts program, a part of 
the Business Volunteers for the Arts program at 
the Pinellas County Arts Council. She has partici-
pated with the VLA for the past six years. 

John F. Bradley ’88 is president-elect for the 
Entertainment Arts and Sports Law Section 
of the Florida Bar. He is a member of the Fort 
Lauderdale firm of Bradley, Carlisle & Robinson 
P.L., where he chairs the litigation department.

Julie O. Bru ’88 was appointed deputy city attor-
ney for the City of Miami. 

Lila A. Jaber ’88 has joined Akerman Senterfitt 
as Of Counsel in the firm’s Tallahassee office. 
Jaber is former chair of the Florida Public Service 
Commission.

Wendy S. Loquasto ’88 was elected to a three-
year term on the Stetson University College of 
Law board of overseers and appointed by Dean 
Dickerson to serve on the Stetson College of Law 

Hall of Fame committee. She was re-elected to 
the executive council of the Florida Bar Appellate 
Practice Section and was a panel member for a 
continuing legal education program entitled “The 
Appellate Engagement Agreement.” She is presi-
dent-elect of the Florida Association for Women 
Lawyers. 

Dr. David W. Persky ’88 has been promoted to 
assistant to the president at Saint Leo University. 
Prior to this appointment, Dr. Persky served as 
dean of the School of Continuing Education.

Theodore J. “Ted” Wolfendale ’88 is president 
of National Educational Video Inc. The company 
makes educational health care programs that 
are used by health care professionals around the 
world. 
 
Polk County Attorney Joseph G. Jarret ’89 
was named author of the year by Public Risk 
Magazine, and his article on inmate health 
care was awarded article of the year. He also 
received the Osee Fagan Award for Legal Writing 
Excellence awarded by the City, County and Local 
Government Section of the Florida Bar.

Dr. A.S. Weekley Jr. ’89 is a physician-attorney 
who is a board-certified general surgeon. After 20 
years as a surgeon, he now practices health care 
law with Holland & Knight LLP in Tampa. 

Raul A. Zambrano ’89 has been appointed 
by Gov. Jeb Bush as a judge to the 7th Judicial 
Circuit.

1990s 

Mary Alice Jackson ’91 has joined the 
Sarasota firm of McConnaughhay, Duffy, Coonrod, 
Pope & Weaver P.A. and will continue to practice 
in elder care, including nursing home residents’ 
rights, Medicaid, long-term care and disability 
planning, and special needs trusts.

Tracey K. Jaensch ’91, an employment discrim-
ination and contract litigation attorney in Ford & 
Harrison LLP in Tampa, was selected for inclusion 
in The Best Lawyers in America 2006.

Amy L. Koltnow ’91 has joined the firm of 
Colodny, Fass, Talenfeld, Karlinsky & Abate P.A. in 
Ft. Lauderdale as an associate.  

Helene E. Marks ’91 is now the chief deputy 
supervisor of the Hillsborough County Supervisor 
of Elections Office. She has served as legal  
 

counsel of the Clerk of the Circuit Court for 
Hillsborough County for the past eight years.

Christopher M. Shulman ’91 of Tampa was 
awarded diplomate status in the Florida Academy 
of Professional Mediators.

Reginald G. “Reg” Stambaugh ’92 has been 
named executive director of The Preservation 
Foundation of Palm Beach.
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In Memoriam
Sincerest condolences are extended to the families 
and friends of alumni who are no longer with us.

Charles E. Booth ’31  
May 5, 2005, Ormond Beach

Vassar B. Carlton ’37 
Aug. 31, 2005, Franklin, N.C.

Hon. Hal P. Dekle ’40 
May 23, 2005, Venice

Justin J. Albaugh ’49 
May 21, 2005, St. Petersburg

Albert “Bert” P. McIntosh Jr. ’54 
Sept. 17, 2005, Kissimmee  

James T. Russell ’54 
Jan. 2, 2006, Dandrige, Tenn.

John J. DiVito ’57 
June 12, 2005, Largo

Douglas W. Hampton ’59 
Sept. 12, 2005, Brandon

Hon. John T. Ware ’61 
Aug. 20, 2005, St. Petersburg

Frank G. Cibula Jr. ’68 
June 27, 2004, Lake Park

David E. DeSerio ’71 
Aug. 23, 2005, Palm Harbor

George L. Harrell II ’71 
June 8, 2005, Jacksonville

James E. Slater ’73 
May 26, 2005, Longboat Key

David H. Runyan ’77 
April 6, 2005, Seminole

Andrew M. Conners ’04 
April 17, 2005, St. Petersburg

Alan Buchmann 
Sept. 28, 2005, St. Petersburg



David A. Holmes ’93 of Farr, Farr, Emerich, 
Hackett and Carr P.A. in Punta Gorda has been 
awarded the AV rating by Martindale-Hubbell. He 
practices in the areas of asset protection, civil 
litigation, commercial and construction disputes, 
corporate and business law, and real estate.

Carol Ann Kalish ’93 of Williams, Parker, 
Harrison, Dietz & Getzen P.A. in Sarasota was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2006. 

Christopher A. Likens ’93 has joined the 
Sarasota firm of McConnaughhay, Duffy, Coonrod, 
Pope & Weaver P.A. and will continue to practice 
in elder care, including nursing home residents’ 
rights, Medicaid, long-term care and disability 
planning, and special needs trusts.
 
Jeffrey A. Maine ’93 has been appointed asso-
ciate dean for academic affairs at University of 
Maine School of Law.

Tracy (Raffles) Gunn ’93 of Fowler White Boggs 
Banker in Tampa was appointed by the Florida 
Supreme Court to vice-chair of the Supreme 
Court Committee on Standard Jury Instructions in 
Civil Cases.

Robert J. Sniffen ’93 announces the 
establishment of Sniffen Law Firm P.A. in 
Tallahassee. The firm specializes in labor and 
employment law, representing employers. 

Brian L. Tannebaum ’94 was elected president 
of the Miami chapter of the Florida Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers.

David Sampedro ’95 was recently recognized 
by the South Florida Business Journal as one 
of the “Best of the Bar,” a list that recognizes 
leading attorneys in South Florida. Sampedro is 
partner in the firm of Panter, Panter & Sampedro 
P.A. in Miami.

Sarah E. Williams ’95 has opened a new law 
firm, Sarah E. Williams P.A., in St. Petersburg.

Carmen (Alpizar) Hellman ’96 has joined 
Zumpano, Patricios & Winker P.A. in Coral Gables 
as partner in the firm. 

Robert E. Biasotti ’96, a shareholder in the St. 
Petersburg office of Carlton Fields, was featured 
on the front page article, “Business Experience 
Provides Foundation,” published in the Oct. 31 
issue of National Law Journal. 

Andrew J. Doyle ’96 of the U.S. Department 
of Justice received a gold medal from the 
Environmental Protection Agency for exceptional 
service in Clean Air Act litigation.
 
Simone Marstiller ’96 has become secre-
tary of Florida’s Department of Business and 
Professional Regulation. The DBPR is a $1.5 bil-
lion agency regulating 1 million professionals and 
businesses across some 200 licensee categories.

Donald L. Palmer ’96 serves as a legislative 
assistant for judiciary issues for Rep. Tom Feeney. 
Palmer is a former judge advocate general for the 
U.S. Navy.  

Lee-Anne “L.A.” Perkins ’96 has been elected 
shareholder in Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs 
LLP in Boca Raton. Perkins is a member of the 

firm’s Litigation, Employment Law, and Real 
Estate and Construction Law practice groups.

Donna (Brookes) DeVaney ’97 of Carlton 
Fields in Tampa presented on pre-trial procedures 
at the Mealey’s Pharmaceutical Litigation 101 
Conference in New Orleans.

Beverly (Bruckner) Thompson Shaw ’97 has 
opened a new firm, Beverly Thompson Shaw P.A., 
in St. Petersburg. She specializes in wills, trusts, 
estates, advance directives, probate, guardian-
ship, Medicaid, asset protection and nursing 
home/assisted living planning.

Jeanine Cohen ’97 of Cohen and Depaul 
P.A. presented at the Hillsborough County Bar 
Association’s “Collateral Consequences of Crime” 
seminar.

William C. Demas ’97 announces the forma-
tion of the Law Office of William C. Demas P.A. in 
Clearwater. 

Heather H. Jones ’97 was elected shareholder 
at Fowler White Boggs Banker in Tampa.

Jolee Land ’97 has joined Phelps Dunbar LLP 
in Tampa. 

Kim Hernandez Vance ’97 joined the Tampa 
office of GrayRobinson P.A. as a senior associate. 

Mary F. Chapman ’98 opened the Law Office 
of Mary F. Chapman Ltd. in Las Vegas, Nev., in 
February 2003.
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WASHINGTON, D.C., ALUMNI RECEPTION — From left, Celene Coburn Wilson 
’04, Sarah Campbell Smith ’99, Casey Wilson and Travis Smith.

WASHINGTON, D.C., ALUMNI RECEPTION —  From left, Vicki Gottlich, Center for 
Medicare Advocacy; Trish Nemore, Center for Medicare Advocacy; Professor Rebecca 
Morgan ’80, Charles Sabatino, executive director, ABA Commission on Law and Aging; 
and Lyda Astrov ’84.



Stetson presents annual awards; SLA officers elected
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Stetson University College of Law 

recently honored the commitment 

and dedication of several alumni 

and friends at its annual Stetson Lawyers 

Association Alumni Reception.

 The awards were presented June 23 at 

the 2005 annual meeting of the Florida Bar.

 Dannel G. DeBerg ’82 received the Ben 

C. Willard Award for her distinguished humani-

tarian achievements that have benefited Florida 

citizens and people throughout the world. 

DeBerg works as a part of New Frontiers Health 

Force, a non-denominational missionary group 

that travels and provides aid to areas hit by 

natural disasters. She practices in the areas of 

medical malpractice and personal injury law.

 Alexander M. Clem ’90 and Judge 

James D. Whittemore ’77 received 

Distinguished Alumnus Awards. Clem practices 

in the areas of nursing home negligence, per-

sonal injury and wrongful death, and he has 

been involved with legislative and tort reform 

issues. He is also the immediate past president 

of the Academy of Florida Trial Lawyers (see 

article, page 17). Judge Whittemore, a member 

of the U.S. District Court for the Middle District 

of Florida since 2000, has presided over sev-

eral important cases, including portions of the 

Terri Schiavo case.

 John W. Staunton ’97 received the Paul 

M. May Meritorious Service Award for his con-

tinued support of the College of Law. Staunton 

is an active member of the state and national 

associations of elder law attorneys, and he 

has worked to support Stetson’s Center for 

Excellence in Elder Law.

 Robert Biasotti ’96 and Robert “Robin” 

Doyle ’75 each received Outstanding Alumni 

Representative Awards. Biasotti is a share-

holder in the St. Petersburg office of Carlton 

Fields P.A., and he recently worked with the 

firm to create a Diversity Fellowship Program 

for Stetson students. Doyle is a partner with the 

law firm of Quarles and Brady LLP. He recently 

completed a two-year term on the Stetson 

Lawyers Advisory Council and in the fall joined 

the College’s board of overseers.

 Paul A. Turk Jr. ’79 was recognized 

with the President’s Award for his year-long 

service as president of the Stetson Lawyers 

Association. Turk was elected to the College of 

Law’s board of overseers.

 John Dubrule, Judge Alexander L. 

Paskay and Professor Michael I. Swygert 

received Distinguished Service Awards for sig-

nificant, meritorious and continuing contribu-

tions that have benefited Stetson Law. Dubrule 

is director of litigation at Gulfcoast Legal 

Services. Judge Paskay, chief bankruptcy judge 

emeritus for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court Middle 

District of Florida, has worked with Stetson 

students and served as chair of many Stetson 

seminars and symposia since 1974. Professor 

Swygert retired from Stetson in May after 25 

years of service and is writing the official his-

tory of the College of Law. 

 The newly elected Stetson Lawyers 

Association Advisory Council officers were also 

recognized at the event. The new officers are:

n President: Shirin M. Vesely ’94, mem-
ber, Keane, Reese, Vesely & Gerdes P.A., 
St. Petersburg

n President-Elect: Aubrey O. Dicus Jr. ’74, 
member, Battaglia, Ross, Dicus & Wein 
P.A., St. Petersburg

n Secretary: Anne L. Weintraub ’03,  
partmer, Icard, Merrill, Cullis, Timm, Furen 
& Ginsburg P.A., Sarasota

n Immediate Past President: Paul A. Turk 
Jr. ’79, shareholder, Gunster, Yoakley & 
Stewart P.A., West Palm Beach

Distinguished Service Award recipients Michael 
Swygert, Alexander Paskay and John Dubrule.

Stetson’s annual alumni award recipients included (from left) Paul Turk ’79, John Staunton ’97, Alexander 
Clem ’90, incoming SLA president Shirin Vesely ’94, Robert Biasotti ’96, Dannel DeBerg ’82, James 
Whittemore ’77, with Dean Darby Dickerson.



Theresa L. Fiset ’98 of the Yerrid Law Firm in 
Tampa won one of the top 100 Verdicts of 2004 
as listed in the National Law Journal.

Carrie L. (Freeman) Weintraub ’98 joined 
the Professional Recruiting Division of Sterling 
Management Resources Inc., where she recruits 
attorneys for law firms and corporations in 
Florida.

Scott K. Hewitt ’98 was named partner in the 
Tampa firm of Mandelbaum, Fitzsimmons & 
Hewitt P.A. He practices in labor law, employment 
litigation, civil rights and insurance litigation.

Julie A. Horstkamp ’98 of Kirk-Pinkerton P.A. 
was appointed chair for the Sarasota Realtor 
Attorney Joint Committee of the Sarasota 
Association of Realtors/Sarasota County Bar 
Association for a one-year term.

Jenifer S. Schembri ’98 has been elected 
a shareholder of Abel, Band, Russell, Collier, 
Pitchford & Gordon, Chartered, in Sarasota. She 
is a member of the firm’s Business and Corporate 
Counseling and Personal Services and Planning 
practice groups.

Prineet D. Sharma ’98, founding partner with 
the law firm of Harris, Harris, Bauerie & Sharma, 
has been admitted to the elite Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum. 

M. Celine Cannon ’99 was appointed managing 
attorney for Child Welfare Legal Services at the 
Florida Department of Children and Families in 
Daytona Beach.

Angela L. (Morton) Armstrong ’99 has opened 
a new law office, Angela Armstrong P.A., located 
in Palm Harbor. She is specializing in bankruptcy 
and real estate.

Jennifer Schick ’99 has joined the Fleming Law 
Group in St. Petersburg.

Sean-Kelly Xenakis ’99 has joined Kubicki 
Draper in Tampa as an associate in the litigation 
division.

2000s 

Kimberly A. Benner ’00 joined Bush Graziano & 
Rice P.A. in Tampa as an associate. Her practice 
focuses primarily on defense of long-term care, 
products liability and medical malpractice cases.

Clinton Paris ’00 was re-elected as president of 
the George Edgecomb Bar Association for 2005-
2006. He is a senior associate with GrayRobinson 
P.A. in Tampa, practicing in the areas of insur-
ance, commercial, business and general litigation.

Maritza (Silva) Jones, LL.M. ’00 has accepted 
a position with the NCAA as Membership 
Services Coordinator in their Indianapolis office.

Eric S. Zufelt ’00 has joined Windway Capital 
Corporation in Sheboygan, Wisconsin as general 
counsel.

Lynn B. Aust ’01 of Orlando was appointed to 
the Disney/SBA National Entrepreneurial Center 
Advisory Board.

Weddings
Maritza Silva ’00 to James Keith Jones ’01,
March 15, 2003, Margarita Island, Venezuela.

Dina M. (Kenny) Busciglio ’02 to Joshua 
G. Sheridan ’02, July 3, 2005, Anna Maria 
Island.

Nicholas J. Fiorentino ’02 to Mary A. Ryan, 
Sept. 16, 2005, Chicago.

Kelly L. Kuljol ’02 to Ryan P. Rooth ’02,
Sept. 17, 2005, Tampa.

Gerald M. Boza III ’03 to Debra A. Helton,
Jan. 14, 2005, St. Pete Beach.

Stefanie M. Morris ’04 to Jason M. Walters 
’04, June 11, 2005, Tampa.   

New Additions
Gigi (Garber) Rechel ’87 and 
husband Theodore announce 
daughter Colette born Sept. 
2004.

Gregory D. Lee ’99, wife Lara and son 
Parker 1, announce son and brother Grayson 

born Oct. 2005.

Angela L. Armstrong ’99 and 
husband Garth announce son Barrett 
born May 2005.

A L U M N I  E V E N T S

WASHINGTON ALUMNI RECEPTION — From left, Ted Doremus ’69, Ying White ’97 
and Andrew Doyle ’96.

ORLANDO ALUMNI RECEPTION — From left, Judge Tony Johnson ’80, 
Judge Rom Powell ’63 and Barbara Powell.
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Bree M. Gathers ’01 has joined Forizs and 
Dogali P.L. as an associate in the Tampa office 
and will practice in real estate, land use, develop-
ment and transactions.

Summer R. (Goldman) Vecchioli ’01 has 
joined the Fleming Law Group P.A. in St. 
Petersburg.

Sacha Ross ’01 joined the Tampa office of 
GrayRobinson P.A. as an associate in the bank-
ruptcy and creditors’ rights department. 

Lisa Finaldi Simmons ’01 announces the for-
mation of a new firm, Provencher & Simmons P.A.  
The firm specializes in civil litigation matters with 
offices in Orlando and New Smyrna Beach.
 
Kamilah L. Perry ’02 of Carlton Fields in Tampa 
received the President’s Award from the George 
Edgecomb Bar Association.

Michael R. Vaughn ’02 has been appointed a 
trial attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Division (Admiralty) in San Francisco, Calif. 
He also continues his duties as a Judge Advocate 
for the U.S. Coast Guard.

A. Courtney Cox ’03 was recently selected as 
one of Tampa Bay Business Journal’s “30 Under 
30” Class of 2005. The “30 Under 30” repre-
sents a group of young professionals who have 
been nominated by their peers for their work in 
the Tampa community. She is an attorney in the 
Tampa offices of Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell P.A.

J. Monet Fauntleroy ’03 has joined the firm 
of Hightower & Pozo P.A. in their St. Petersburg 
office.

Suzette M. Marteny ’03 of Akerman Senterfitt 
in Tampa was selected to serve on the board of 
Tampa Crossroads.

Kim A. Matot ’03 has joined the Hillsborough 
County State Attorney’s Office as an assistant 
state attorney.

William M. Stainton ’03, an associate with 
Macfarlane Ferguson & McMullen in Tampa, 
has been appointed by Sen. Mel Martinez 
to the statewide federal Judicial Nominating 
Commission. This new commission will provide 
recommendations for potential nominees to 
Florida’s federal district courts.

Oolagamani (Vani) Ungapen LL.M. ’03 is a 
research director for the Florida Association of 
Realtors in Tallahassee. 

Keith T. Appleby ’04 is a new associate at 
Tampa’s Fowler White Boggs Banker, serving as 
a member of the firm’s Commercial Litigation 
practice group.

Jeffrey M. Bauer ’04 received his LL.M. in taxa-
tion from Georgetown University Law Center. He 
is an associate with Icard, Merrill, Cullis, Timm, 
Furen & Ginsburg P.A. in Sarasota practicing in 
the areas of corporate and tax law. 

Brent Bigger ’04 was recently selected as one 
of Tampa Bay Business Journal’s “30 Under 30” 
Class of 2005. The “30 Under 30” represents 
a group of young professionals who have been 
nominated by their peers for their work in the 
Tampa community. He is an attorney in the Tampa 
offices of Holland & Knight LLP.

Alva L. Cross ’04 has joined Phelps Dunbar LLP 
in Tampa as an associate. She is working in the 
firm’s Labor and Employment practice group.

Kelly J. McAuley ’04 has joined Mills Paskert 
Divers P.A. in Tampa as an associate. McAuley 
will practice exclusively in the areas of business, 
construction, fidelity and surety litigation.
 
Maurine A. Mullady-Hill ’04 is employed with 
the Heart of Florida Legal Aid Society Inc. in 
Bartow.

Kimberly Prior ’04 is obtaining her LL.M. in tax 
at the University of Miami.

Cheryl L. Smith ’04 has joined Bush Ross P.A. 
in Tampa as an associate in the Business, Tax 
and Corporate Finance practice group.

Rena J. Upshaw-Frazier ’04 has joined Fowler 
White Boggs Banker in Tampa as an associate.

Ronald K. Zimmet Jr. ’04 has joined the law 
firm of Zimmet & Quarles in Daytona Beach, 
practicing in the areas of personal injury, nursing 
malpractice and disability. 
 
Shawn B. McMillen ’05 has joined the firm of 
Danahy & Murray P.A. in Tampa as an associate. 
The firm concentrates its practice on representing 
insured property owners in first party claims 
against their insurers. 

C L A S S  N O T E S

ORLANDO ALUMNI RECEPTION — From left, Lisa Finaldi Simmons ’01, Dean 
Darby Dickerson and Barbara Cowherd ’00.

ORLANDO ALUMNI RECEPTION — From left, Mary de Beaubien, Judge 
Tony Johnson ’80, Hugo de Beaubien ’73, Judge George Singeltary ’73 and 
Tanina Singeltary.
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What’s new in your life?  Tell us.
Any news? What’s going on in your life? A career change? Opened your own firm? Recently married? New addi-

tions to your family? Took a trip around the world? Keep your classmates posted! We want to hear from you! 

Just fill out this form and send us your news clippings, photos, news releases, etc.

Current Last Name____________________________________  Graduation Month/Year________________

Last Name in Law School_________________________________________________________________

First Name_____________________________________________________________________________

Middle Name__________________________________________________________________________

Preferred First Name ____________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth__________________________________________________________________________

Name of Spouse_______________________________________________________________________

Children’s Names and Ages_______________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________

       

Home Information

Street_______________________________________________________________________________

City________________________________________ State__________________ Zip________________

County______________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone Number____________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address________________________________________________________________________

Firm/Business Information

Employer Name________________________________________________________________________

Street_______________________________________________________________________________

City________________________________________ State__________________ Zip________________

County______________________________________________________________________________

Firm/Business Phone Number______________________________________________________________

Fax Number___________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address ________________________________________________________________________

Your Title____________________________________ Area of Practice or Specialty____________________

Preferred Mailing Address:    ❑  Home      ❑  Business

Send Us Your News
Any other information you would like to share with us would be appreciated. Return this to the Office of College 

Relations, Stetson University College of Law, 1401 61st Street South, Gulfport, FL 33707. Fax (727) 347-4183. 

You may also e-mail this information to alumni@law.stetson.edu, or visit the alumni page of Stetson’s Web site 

at www.law.stetson.edu.
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CAMPAIGN CELEBRATION —  Rhea Law ’79, S. Sammy 
Cacciatore Jr. ’66, Jim Thaler ’00 and William Reece 
Smith Jr. were recognized by Darby Dickerson for their 
leadership.

CAMPAIGN AND HALL OF FAME EVENT — Allen 
Samuels ’56, Carol Mallah and Howard Ross ’64 at the 
Cornerstone Campaign Celebration event held at the 
Vinoy in St. Petersburg.

WASHINGTON, D.C., ALUMNI RECEPTION — From left, 
Frank Musolino Jr. ’03, Christina Ballance ’04, and 
Joshua Ballance ’04.



E V E N T S

Stetson University College of Law Bookstore Order Form
1401 61st Street South  •  Gulfport, FL 33707  •  (727) 562-7806  •  www.law.stetson.edu/bookstore

Name___________________________________ Address_______________________________________
City/State/Zip_______________________________________________ Phone_______________________
Ship to (if different from above) ______________________________________________________________
Method of Payment:    ❑ Check (payable to Stetson Bookstore)     ❑ Visa     ❑ Mastercard     ❑ American Express
   Credit Card No. _____________________________________ Expiration Date_________________
   Signature (required for credit card purchases)____________________________________________

Item No. Quantity  Description               Size      Color  Price Each         Total

 Subtotal

 Tax 7%

 Shipping

 Total

SHIPPING AND HANDLING CHARGE Price and availability subject to change without notice.
Subtotal  Add * Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery.
up to $25.00  $7.00 
$25.01-$75.00 $9.00 Please send this form along with payment to:
$75.01 and up $11.00 Stetson University College of Law Bookstore
        1401 61st Street South, Gulfport, FL 33707

     Items can also be ordered by contacting the bookstore at:
        (727) 562-7806 -OR- bookstore@law.stetson.edu
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A. Baby Romper - 6M or 18M, $14.00.  B. Girl’s 100% Cotton Romper - pink, 6M, 12M, 18M, 2T, 3T, 4T, $25.00.  
C. Alumni T-shirt - green, S-XXL,$15.00.  D. Cap and T-shirt Set - ash shirt with khaki OR hunter green cap, 
S-XXL, $22.00.  E. Misses Cap and T-shirt Set - ash shirt with pink or white cap, S-XXL, $22.00. F. Cutter and 
Buck Polo with Stetson logo - S-XXL, $45.00.  G. Mom or Dad Mug - $7.00 each.  H. Baby Gift Set - includes 
all three items, $18.00. I. Cat or Dog Bowl - $5.00.  J. Metal License Plate Frame - $8.00.  K. Christmas 
Ornament - $7.00.  L. Fleece Blanket  - hunter green or charcoal, 52” x 76”, $28.00.
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A L U M N I  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Reprinted with permission from More Legal Insanity: All the Fun the 
Law Allows by Steve Rushing ’75

L E G A L  I N S A N I T Y
    by Judge Steve Rushing ’75

 If you are considering a lateral 

job search, Stetson can help. As 

firms request more lateral hires, 

Stetson is increasing its career coun-

seling services for alumni. 

 In today’s legal employment 

market, lateral hiring is becoming 

increasingly commonplace. Career-

long loyalty to a single law firm now 

seems the exception rather than the 

rule. Attorneys who are dissatisfied 

with the work/life balance in 

their current position, want more 

interesting or challenging work, or 

seek more compensation or potential 

for partnership are exploring the 

lateral market.

 If you are considering beginning 

a lateral job search, Stetson’s 

College Relations and Career 

Development offices would like to 

assist you. We maintain a password-

protected job database for Stetson 

alumni and offer career counseling 

services with flexible appointment 

times. We can help you with self-

assessment, resume preparation, 

exploring lateral opportunities and 

learning to market yourself as an 

experienced attorney. If you would 

like to schedule an appointment to 

discuss career planning with one 

of our career counselors or would 

like the password to access our job 

postings, please email Pat White 

Dogan at pdogan@law.stetson.edu.

Considering a lateral career move?

 This year, several law alumni 

supported Stetson’s recruiting efforts 

by traveling to events, or calling and 

e-mailing prospective students to 

encourage them to take a closer look 

at Stetson.

 “We thank the alumni who 

recruited on behalf of Stetson,” said 

Laura Zuppo-Headley, acting director 

of admissions. “These efforts help 

strengthen the quality of our student 

body.” 

 If you are interested in helping 

Stetson’s admissions office, contact 

Zuppo-Headley at (727) 562-7843.

Help Stetson recruit top students




