AKD MEETING MINUTES
September 25, 2009

Dr. Everett and Dr. Alford-Cooper met with students eligible for membership in AKD.  Three new members were present: Samantha Tracey, Sarah Tracey, and Kristen Warren.  After brief introductions, we discussed possible activities for this academic year.  We all agreed that AKD activities should focus on/involve “helping and informing” and that we should have campus-wide invitations to our events—not limiting participants to Sociology majors and minors. Classroom 25L was suggested as a meeting location for showing films, but since food cannot be brought into this classroom, 317 Flagler (and the room across the hall 338 Flagler) be considered for use when we have ‘dinner and a movie’ events.  Someone will have to check on room availability (this is done through the Registrar’s Office) for the planned events.  Also, The Reporter will let us advertise our events for free.
As to activities suggested:

1) Career Night with faculty, student alumni, and any interested students, to discuss employment and graduate school opportunities for Sociology students; have alumni who can discuss their current jobs/how they use Sociology; offer pointers for graduate school applications, etc.  We have agreed to host Career Night on Wednesday, October 14th from 5:30-7:30 pm (place TBA).  If you’re willing to help with this event, please contact Diana Croasmun (ddsmith@stetson.edu).
2) Representatives from AKD should participate with faculty at the Major/Minor Fair in front of the CUB on Wednesday, Oct. 21, from 11 am – 2 pm.  Kristen has already agreed to attend.  Any other volunteers?  If so, please contact Dr. Alford-Cooper (falford@stetson.edu).
3) The upcoming 5K run is another possibility for AKD.  Kristen said there will likely be a need for water and snack contributions, as well as other ways to participate in the event.  There are flyers in the building with details about the 5K run, plus details below.  Please contact Kristen Warren (kwarren@stetson.edu) to volunteer.  
Description of the 5K event:  The College Libertarians are trying to get as many organizations and individuals as possible involved in the “Have a Heart, Save a Kidney” charity 5K walk/run in order to bolster the donations they can give to Bob Daniel, a Stetson University staff member. “Mr. Daniel has worked here for over 15 years, and he has been on the kidney transplant list for a couple of years now,” said Kristen Warren, president and founder of the College Libertarians. “He has to go on kidney dialysis every night while he is waiting for his operation.”

“We are looking for people to collect donations, donate, and/or participate in the 5K Walk/Run at 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 7,” said Warren. “With your help, we will be able to do something wonderful for a fellow Hatter and make a positive impact in someone’s life.”  For more information on how you can make a difference, contact Warren at liberty@stetson.edu.

4) ‘Dinner and a Movie’ is another possibility.  Faculty and interested students will meet to have a casual dinner together and then watch an educational (probably documentary) film and discuss it afterwards.  Some suggestions for films include: “American History X” and “Rocky Horror Picture Show.”  In the past, we saw “Jesus Camp.”   If you have any other film suggestions, please contact Dr. Everett (ddeveret@stetson.edu) or Dr. Alford-Cooper (falford@stetson.edu).  Another suggestion here was to have ‘dinner and a movie’ as a preview to generate interest and discussion before sociology Dr. Betsy Lucal’s visit next semester.  She will be discussing transgender and transsexuality.   Along those lines, someone mentioned a National Geographic program “Taboo”; perhaps we could rent it or show segments from it. Will someone please check on its availability?
5) A book feast was also suggested: faculty and interested students all read the same book and get together for a casual dinner, along with a discussion of the book.  Any book suggestions? Who is interested in this?

6) Dr. Betsy Lucal is coming to campus to discuss transgender and transsexual issues, and AKD could sponsor an event during her visit.  We could have a question-and-answer session, read some set of articles and then come together to discuss them, or have a more informal get together.  Students could get culture credit for attending and it would draw more students to our department.  Further ideas?  Volunteers?

7) AKD members could volunteer as a group for events associated with Into the Streets or other charitable organizations that might need help.  What does everyone think—any volunteers?

8) AKD could have a page on Facebook.  This led to a discussion about a possible related event: we could host a session about Facebook—as a sociological topic, focusing on the safety issues, presentation of self, the how-to’s, including risks of too much information, etc.  A suggested title is “The Sociology of Faceboo.”  The session could be a panel discussion while we look at actual Facebook pages to critique them, offer advice, point out safety issues, etc.  Who is interested in this activity?  Any volunteers? 
9) Create a website for AKD.  It’s a great idea, but also a very time-consuming activity.  Kristen has agreed to work on this as part of her work-study job for the Department of Sociology and Anthropology.  We agreed that the website should use AKD colors in some way.  If anyone would like to help on this one, please contact Dr. Everett, Dr. Alford-Cooper, Diana Croasmun and/or Kristen Warren. 

10) The deadline for paying dues is next week (Dr. Everett has sent an email reminder to each of you). 
