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POLI 316-01   Environmental Politics






Spring 2012
Dr. Anne M. Hallum






    
MWF 11:00-11:50
Elizabeth Hall 333, ext. 7575





Eliz. Hall 322
Office hours: MWF 4:00 – 6:30
         Tuesday:  10:00- 4:30


“We cannot win this battle to save species and environments without forging an emotional bond between ourselves and nature as well–for we will not fight to save what we do not love.”
           ~Stephen Jay Gould


Required Reading:

 Vaughn, Jacqueline,  Environmental Politics, 15th edition

 Gardner, Royal C.  Lawyers, Swamps, and Money: US Wetland Law, Policy, and Politics


Island Press, 2011 


Readings and outlines posted on Blackboard

Course Objectives: The purpose of this course is to gain an understanding of how public policy concerning the environment is made and how it can be influenced, primarily in the United States, but also globally.  We will begin with an overview of governmental institutions and environmentalism as a social movement, then we will sharpen our focus to look at particular environmental topics such as air and water pollution, wetlands preservation, biodiversity, deforestation, and particularly, climate change.  These topics will be addressed from a political/policy perspective, recognizing that this is not a natural science course and that natural scientists must operate in a political-governmental setting, as “political professionals,” if they wish to influence environmental protection.   The latter portion of the class will include presentations about specific environmental policies that you will develop in a paper which plays the role of the President or an environmental interest group leader.


The course evaluation will be based on two exams, a 9 to 10 page single-space paper, and class participation.  Three or more absences will automatically lower your grade.     NOTE: Make-up examinations will be given for emergency reasons only.  



First exam - 


30%



Final exam -


          30%



Quiz-




10%



Paper & Participation

30%


The research paper will be selected within the first three weeks of class from the following topics (more information will be provided later): Addressing climate change (alternative energy & conservation); wetlands conservation; ocean pollution; deforestation; or biodiversity.  

Also, experiencing nature is relevant to policy-making, as noted in the quotation above.  Four extraordinary state parks are within 20 minutes of Stetson.  Blue Spring Park in Orange City; DeLeon Springs State Park; Lake Woodruff Wildlife Refuge; and Hontoon Island State Park.  You will receive extra credit for visiting one of these parks and writing a two-page reaction paper; you will have another extra credit opportunity on April 18th.
COURSE OUTLINE
I. An Historical Framework for Environmental Protection
Assignment:  Vaughn, chapter 1, pp. 6-30



(Jan. 20th, 23rd, 25th) 
II.
An Historical Framework for Environmental Protection - Preservation vs. Conservation  - Gifford Pinchot & John Muir;  Rachel Carson; and Backlash
Assignment:
Vaughn, chapter 1; video; outlines on Blackboard


(Jan. 27th, 29th, 30th, Feb. 1st, 3rd)
III. The Political Process
Assignment:  Vaughn, Preface, pp. xiv-xvi; Chapters 2 and 3, pp. 31-98; 


Select research papers;  Quiz on government, February 10th 




(Feb. 6th, 8th, 10th, 13th, 15th, 17th, 20th, 22nd)




Policy Cycle


1.  Problem Identification / Paradigm Shift (esp. media & groups)


2.  Policy Formulation (all political actors)



3.  Policy Adoption (especially legislatures)


4.  Policy Implementation (especially executive branch)



5.  Policy Evaluation (especially groups & judicial branch)



6.  Paradigm shift

Mid-Term Examination:
    Friday, February 24th
Spring Break:

March 5th – 9th (Monday-Friday)
IV.
U.S. Political Participants – The Politics of Water


Assignment:
Gardner, “Lawyers, Swamps, & Money”:  ALL except ch. 8 &  9


  (Feb. 27th, 29th, March 2nd, 12th, 14th, 16th, 19th, 22nd, Model Senate visit)
V.
The Environmental Issue: Global Climate Change and the Internat'l Policy Process

Assignment: Vaughn, chapter 10; two films on climate change; 

(March 23rd, 26th, 28th, 30th, April 2nd, 4th, 9th, 11th, 13th)
Good Friday, no classes – April 6th
VI.    Political Presentations and Analysis; SURCAS on 18th; COURSE REVIEW
           (April 16th, 20th, 23rd, 25th, 27th, 30th, May 2nd)
        1.  Alternative Energy/Climate Change    
        2.  Plastics and other toxic wastes
        3.  Fresh water and wetlands
        4.  Biodiversity and Habitat
        5.  Oceans
  

FINAL EXAMINATION:   Saturday, May 5th, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
