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This document provides a step-by-step walkthrough for using IPEDS resources.  Questions about 
IPEDS resources may be directed to Jamie Bataille, Data Analyst – External Reporting 
(jbataill@stetson.edu). 
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How can IPEDS data help me? 
 

1. If you are looking to find data on a particular school, or looking to compare two schools 
(e.g., Stetson with another school), or looking to compare Stetson with its Peer Institutions, 
IPEDS data will be a great resource. 

2. This guide will provide an overview of the IPEDS website and walkthrough hypothetical 
examples of how to retrieve information and answer potential data-based questions. 
 

What is IPEDS? 
 

1. IPEDS is the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System. It is a system of interrelated 
surveys conducted annually by the U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES). IPEDS gathers information from every college, university, and 
technical and vocational institution that participates in the federal student financial aid 
programs. The Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, requires that institutions that 
participate in federal student aid programs report data on enrollments, program completions, 
graduation rates, faculty and staff, finances, institutional prices, and student financial aid. 
These data are made available to students and parents through the College Navigator college 
search Web site and to researchers and others through the IPEDS Data Center.  

 

What Data are Collected in IPEDS? 
 

1. IPEDS collects data on postsecondary education in the United States in eight areas:  
1. institutional characteristics 
2. institutional prices 
3. admissions 
4. enrollment 
5. student financial aid 
6. degrees and certificates conferred 
7. student persistence and success including 

a. first-year retention rates 
b. graduation rates 
c. outcome measures 

8. institutional resources including  
a. human resources 
b. finance 
c. academic libraries 
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When is IPEDS data available? 
 

Collection Period Surveys Provisional Data Typically 
Available By 

Fall Cost I 
Completions 
12-Month Enrollment 

Early fall semester the 
following year 

Winter Admissions 
Cost II 
Graduation Rates 
Student Financial Aid 
Outcome Measures 

Late fall semester the 
following year 

Spring Fall Enrollment 
Finance 
Human Resources 
Academic Libraries 

Late fall semester the same 
year or early spring semester 
the following year 

 
Please note the finance survey and the student financial aid survey collects prior year data, while the 
other surveys collect current year data.  By the time the data is released, you will either be looking at 
data that is a year old or two years old, depending on the survey. 
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IPEDS Home Page 
 

1. In your browser’s address bar, type in the following URL: 
a. https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds 

2. This will take you to the IPEDS home page: 
 

 

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds
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Search Existing Data 
 

1. From the IPEDS home page, click “Search Existing Data” 
2. Or Click on “Overview” from the Use the Data dropdown menu 
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1. Click on Data Explorer. 
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2. Sample Question: Among 4-year, private, not-for-profit profit institutions like Stetson, 

what percentage of the total UG student population has an IPEDs race/ethnicity of 
Black or African American?  

a. Click on Surveys and select Fall Enrollment. Fall Enrollment will give us 
demographic information at the time of the annual student census: 
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b. Select the most recent collection year, in this case, 2023-24 
 

 
 

c. We could also filter by data year = 2023-24 and Source = ipeds Tables, but the 
four results that show with our first two filters already have these characteristics.  
So let’s look at the four options and choose the first one: 
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d. As you scroll down the table, notice the bold headers on the left.  Since the 
question asked about undergraduates, skip past race/ethnicity under “All 
students.”  Scroll down to race/ethnicity under “Undergraduate total.”  Then 
find “Black or African American” and look under Private Nonprofit.  We see the 
national percentage is 11.2%.  (By comparison, Stetson’s percentage for 2023-24 
was 12.0%). To exit the table, click the “X” in the upper right corner. 
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3. Sample question: Among 4-year, private, not-for-profit profit institutions like Stetson, 
what is the most recent national retention rate.  

a. We will stay in the Fall Enrollment survey to get retention information. 
b. Select the retention rates option 
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c. On the table, look at the left-hand column.  Look for 4-year, Private nonprofit.  
Then look over at Full-time and Retention rate.  Stetson’s retention rate is based 
on full-time FTIC students, so we want to compare full-time to full-time.  The 
national retentional rate is 81.8.  (By comparison, Stetson had a 72.8 retention 
rate in the Fall of 2023).   

 

 
 

d. At the top of the screen, users have the option to change years on the fly 
(without going back to the drop down filters), print the report or download the 
table to an excel format. 
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4. Sample Question: What is the most recent national 6-year graduation rate for students at 
4-year private non-profit institutions, like Stetson? 

a. Back in our data explorer page, let’s choose the Graduation Rates survey (GR) 
from the drop down menu.  We will leave the collection year as the most recent 
year: 
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b. As you scroll down the table, notice the bold headers on the left.  We could 
compare to all 4-year institutions, but the footnote says this would include 
students seeking all certificates and degrees.  It might me more apt to compare to 
“Bachelor’s or equivalent degree-seekers attending 4-year institutions and 
completing bachelor’s or equivalent degree,” which aligns with Stetson students. 

c. Under this header, look at Private nonprofit and All students.  We see the 
national percentage is 68.5%.  (By comparison, Stetson’s percentage for 2023-24 
was 62.8%).  
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Create Custom Data Analyses – Data Trends 
 

1. Sample Question: What is the average amount of tuition and required fees for full-time 
undergraduate students at private postsecondary institutions? Show data for the past 10 
years. 

a. For this question we want to go back to “Use the Data” Menu and select “Data 
Trends.” 
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b. In the Trend Generator screen, click on Student Charges, and the question: 

“What is the average amount of tuition and required fees for full-time 
undergraduate students at private postsecondary institutions operating on an 
academic year calendar system?” 

 

 
 
 
 

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/TrendGenerator/app/answer/13/206
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/TrendGenerator/app/answer/13/206
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/TrendGenerator/app/answer/13/206


 

  

~ 16 of 25~ 
Top of the Document 

c. On the next screen, select the years you are interested in in the left side menu: 
 

 
 

d. Now we can see a trend line for the past 10 years. 
e. Hover the mouse over each data point to see the total. 
f. Use the icons in the middle of the page to switch to a bar graph or a table. 
g. Use the limit results button to filter the data, such as filter by state 
h. Use the download or print button to export the data 
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Create Custom Data Analyses – Look Up a Single Institution 
 

1. Now let’s say instead of wanting to know a national average, we want to find something 
specific to Stetson. 

2. Sample Questions: How many full-time instructional staff did Stetson employ in 2023-
24? How many of those instructors are tenured? 

a. Let’s go back to the Use the Data screen and select Look Up an Institution: 
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b. In the Institution Name box, type Stetson and click select 
 

 
 

c. Click the checkbox for Stetson and click Continue: 
 

 
 

d. Click the Stetson University hyperlink 
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e. Notice the “Institutional Profile”, “Reported Data” and “Data Feedback 
Reports” tabs at the top of the screen. 

1. The Institutional Profile tab gives a visual summary (often with charts 
and graphs) of Stetson data reported in the various IPEDs surveys 

2. The Reported Data tab displays an exact match of what Stetson 
reported in the surveys 

3. The IPEDS Data Feedback report compares Stetson’s data with our 
20-school comparison group. 

f. Under Institutional Profile, click the Human Resources link 
g. Look for Full-time instructional staff and note the total number of employees is 

263. 
 
 

 
 

h. Scroll down to the next table.  The total number of tenured employees is 157: 
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Create Custom Data Analyses – Compare Multiple Institutions 
 

1. Now let’s say we want to compare a specific data point between Stetson and another 
institution. 

2. Sample Questions: Compare how many FTIC students, broken down by gender, started 
at Stetson and Rollins in the Fall of 2023? 

3. Similar to the previous section, from the IPEDS “Use the Data” page, we are going to 
a. Compare Institutions 
b. In the Institution Name box, type Stetson and click select 
c. Click the checkbox for Stetson and click Continue 
d. Click the “By Names or UnitIDs” hyperlink. 
e. Then in the Institution Name box, type Rollins and click select 

 

 
 

f. Click the checkbox for Rollins College and click Continue: 
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g. We now have both of our institutions selected.  Now we need to select some 
variables. 

h. Click on the “2. Select Variables” tab 
 

 
i. Click on “Fall Enrollment,” “Gender, attendance status, and level of student,” 
j. Select “Fall 2023,” “Grand Total”, “Total Men”, “Total Women”, 
k. Click “Level of Student” 
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l. Select “first time” and click save. Then click “Continue” 
m. Back on the Compare Institutions screen, click Continue, then “3. Output” 

 

 
n. Answer the questions below and click Continue again.  Viewing on screen before 

downloading is a good idea to check your report.  
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o. Then we get our result and we see Rollins and Stetson had the exact same FTIC 
count, but Stetson had more FTIC men than Rollins and Rollins had more FTIC 
women than Stetson. 
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Create Custom Data Analyses – Compare Stetson With Peer Institutions 
 

1. Now let’s say we want know how a specific data point compares between Stetson and its 
group of 20 peer institutions. 

2. Sample Question: How does the percentage of Stetson students receiving Pell grant aid 
compare with the average of our 20 comparison group institutions? 

a. From the Stetson University page, click on the Data Feedback Reports tab and 
click on HTML for the most recent Data Feedback report: 
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b. Scroll down to page 4 and Figure 10.   
c. Next to Pell Grants, the solid green bar displays 43%.  That is the Stetson 

percentage. 
d. The light green bar shows 30%. That is the average of the comparison group 

institutions. 
e. So 43% of Stetson FTIC students received Pell grant aid, while an average of 

30% of comparison group FTIC students received Pell grant aid, in Academic 
Year 2022-23. 

 

 


