Proposing a Writing-Intensive Course

Information about the person submitting the proposal: 

Your name:   M. Jane Christeson   

Phone:  8954  

Email:  mchriste@stetson.edu     

Department:  Voice      

College:  School of Music     

Information about the course:
Course Title:   Song Literature    

Course Number:  Mc 392-01    

Course description (Bulletin copy is fine):  Upper division literature survey course on 
classical song literature (mainly 1750-present), divided by language into four 
units of study during the semester.  
Has this course been offered before?   

X☐Yes, but not as a Writing Intensive course

☐No 

Is this course a Gen Ed course? 

☐Yes, carrying the _____ designation

X☐No

Has this course been approved by the relevant curriculum committees in your College/School?

X☐Yes

☐  No 
 

Curricular Information: 

1.) How many students will typically enroll in this course? 8-12  If the ratio between the students enrolled in the course and the instructor(s) charged with providing feedback is greater than 20:1, please explain.  
 
2.) How does this course’s WI emphasis support the academic and programmatic goals of the University or College/School curriculum?  
Every aspect of the course except the listening segments involves academic writing.
3.) After consultation with the Department Chair or Program Director, please explain how this course enhances or complements the regular curricular offerings of the department or program and how the course will be scheduled to avoid conflicts with other course offerings and rotations. 
The course alternates with Opera Literature and is only offered in the fall semester (Opera Lit in the spring), and all performance majors in voice must take one of these.

Interestingly, students in other degree programs in the SOM also take the course; at the present time I have at least 3 BME or BMOF majors registered and two instrumental majors, so it has appeal to some students as an elective.  I have taught the course on both TTH and MWF when scheduling conflicts arise.  When/if the SOM converts to the course unit system, we will reevaluate many courses to ensure that students are able to register for their required courses.

Please answer each of the following. 
1.)  What are the  writing-related learning goals for students in this course?  What do students typically know about writing (or what can they typically do with writing) before they come to this class, and what do you expect them to learn over the course of the semester?                                                             













Since the course is in the curriculum specifically for voice performance majors, the 
ultimate goal is to prepare them for more extensive writing and research assignments in 
graduate school.  Please refer to the course syllabus for more specific information.
2.)  How is information literacy incorporated in this course?  (In other words, in what ways will students be finding, evaluating, and incorporating outside source material into their written texts.)   
As stated in the syllabus, students use their texts as well as outside sources for references.  The class has had one meeting in the computer lab in the DuPont Ball Library to show them how to search available databases specifically for music research.  One paper is required and all tests are in essay format.
3.)  How much will students’ written assignments count toward the final grade?  
Eighty percent, with the remaining twenty for listening assignments/testing.  

4.)  How is revision incorporated into writing assignments?  How will feedback be given, and which assignments will include required revisions? 
For the paper, students are required to turn in a topic for approval, a draft of the paper, and a final copy with suggested revisions.  Additionally, on each of the four unit tests, individual essay and paragraph answers are graded for writing skills and content.  When a student's writing does not meet a grade of C or better on the final copy, they will have one final chance to resubmit with additional suggestions to raise the paper grade by one letter.
 Approvals: 
☐ Writing Program Director

☐ Chair of the Department              Chair - OK
☐ Curriculum Committee of
(circle one) 
A&S  

Business  
Music - OK
☐ University General Education Committee, as necessary

☐ UCCAP
