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-~ ON INDEPENDENT STUDY

placed the student

' An ‘under.graduaté program of independent
tudy is not an Honors program. It is a single
ice. In 1tself without the power of a con-

nfined to the- upperclass years.

. arts colleges. In Ns least casual form, it has .
der a semi-or full tutorial -

relaﬁonship to a fac

approach to the abler student,
communal aspects of learning,

other, as they do in the mutuality and
Hion, the sustained challenge and stimula®
a joint group venture. Nor does indepenNent
study imply the modifications of curricula,

member. It has been in o




Growth of the

Honors Program at
Stetson

University

JOHN A, HAGUE!

In some sense every Honors program
represents a search for a more meaning-
ful approach to the educational process.
For this reason Honors programs will
continue to evolve and develop as long
as educators are sensitive to the needs
of inquiring students. The objectives of
such programs, however, remain con-
stant. Briefly stated they amount to this:
American college education must be
worthy of its best students; or, to put it
another way, a good Honors program
will so challenge and motivate the super-
ior student that he will feel compelled
to put forth his best efforts in meeting
the demands of his intellectual experi-
ences.

The premise of any Honors program
must necesarily be that good students
will respond to good teaching, and that
if given an opportunity they will set a
faster and more demanding pace for
themselves than is likely to happen with-
in the framework of the traditional cur-
riculum. When the program at Stetson
began its operation less than five years
ago the methods were frankly experi-
mental. It succeeded because admini-

1Chairman, Honors Program, Stetson University.

2For more information on the history of the program see John Hicks,

strators, faculty members and students
were willing and eager to give their
time and best efforts to it.”

In the first years of the program an
Honors student entered at the beginning
of his junior year, pursued a course of
independent study under the supervision
of a faculty committee, and took written
and oral comprehensive examinations at
the close of his senior year. As the pro-
gram grew, special seminars in English
and the social sciences were made avail-
able to outstanding freshmen and sopho-
mores, In addition, the faculty estab-
lished an interdisciplinary Honors sem-
inar for juniors and seniors.

After four years of development there
appears to be general agreement that
the university cannot do without an Hon-
ors program. Any institution which aims
for standards of excellence must strive
to excite and challenge its best students.
A program which allows a less frag-
mented use of the student’s time and
which encourages him to work indepen-
dently offers hope that the bright under-
graduate might even dare to make in-
tellectual activity his central concern.
There is also agreement on the need for
proficiency in one of the traditional de-
partments. Most of these students want
to do graduate work of some kind; they
do not want to sacrifice breadth for the
sake of depth nor depth for the sake of
breadth. Finally, there is growing agree-
ment that the central problem is one of
balancing the need for detailed supervi-
sion and some definite amount of regular
course work with the legitimate desire
for greater freedom and independent
study.

THE FOUR-YEAR PROGRAM

In planning for the four-year program
the Honors Committee’s first assumption
was that a superior student could acquire

“Stetson’'s New Honors Seminars for
18.

Freshmen and Sophomores,” THE SUPERIOR STUDENT (May-June, 1959)
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