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(PE 145C)
Fall 2007
Mondays & Wednesdays, 4:00 – 5:15 p.m. in Room 319 of Elizabeth Hall
Office Hours: Elizabeth 318A (Th.3-5, Fri.4-5 & by appointment)
Dr. William R. Nylen

Professor

Dept. of Political Science
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Course Description:
Eighty percent of the world’s population lives in the so-called ‘developing world’ (over 150 of 192 countries).  Almost half of those live under conditions of “absolute poverty” (“understood as the minimum set of resources a person needs to survive … a matter of acute deprivation, hunger, premature death and suffering”).
  The 1980s were dubbed “the lost decade” for the developing world as economic recession, declining savings and investment, increasing debt burdens and political unrest combined to erase much of the development gains of the previous two decades.  In the 1990s, economic globalization and neoliberal economic models ‘solved’ these problems by concentrating incomes, increasing dependency on volatile short-term foreign capital flows, and relegating millions of impoverished human beings to the category of “marginalized”.  By the turn of the century, internal conflicts afflicted some 60 countries, most in the developing world, and about 35 million people were refugees or internally displaced.  Paradoxically, many of these economic and social problems coincided with a broad sweep of ‘democratization’ – transitions from military-led authoritarian to elected regimes – throughout Latin America, and through much of Africa and the East (though, pointedly, not in the Middle East).

Most of these changes continue in 2007, but have been complicated by global terrorism linked to militant Islamist movements in the Middle East and elsewhere, and by a region-wide shift to the Left in Latin America.
This course explores how and why things got this way, about how the struggle for ‘development’ is as much about conflicting ends (what is development?) as it is about scarce means (how and with what do we develop?).  The course allows us to begin to understand the past and present of these large and important parts of the world, and to make reasonable assessments of their future.  It allows us to go beyond the usual simplistic and ethnocentric analyzes of the uninformed and misinformed.  As we do our work, it helps to remember the following: “A comparative politics that aspires to be a science is concerned with understanding people, not with judging them.”

We begin with a longstanding debate between some of the competing explanations for ‘underdevelopment’: the structure of international capitalism, geopolitical structure, political culture, and the legacies of the past (including colonial rule and domestic institutions).  We will pay special attention to the interaction between international economic and geopolitical structures, and national economic ‘underdevelopment’, culture, and politics.  Students will be exposed to case studies from Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East.

Due to its relatively large size, this course will be based primarily on a lecture format with frequent breaks (the more frequent, the better) for discussion and answering questions.  All students will be expected to have done all of the readings on all of the days, and to be prepared to discuss the readings in an informed and engaged manner.  In order to help in that endeavor, I ask that each student ‘adopt’ a country in the ‘developing world’ as a case study: an empirical test of the validity and applicability of the many propositions, hypotheses, and theories that we will encounter along the way.  
BOOKS REQUIRED FOR PURCHASE (on sale in bookstore):

Deborah J. Gerner & Jillian Schwedler [eds.] Understanding the Contemporary Middle East, 2nd edition (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2004). 
April A. Gordon & Donald L. Gordon [eds.]. Understanding Contemporary Africa, 4th edition (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2007).

Howard Handelman. The Challenge of Third World Development, 4th edition (Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2005).

Richard S. Hillman [ed.]. Understanding Contemporary Latin America, 3rd edition (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2005).

ON-LINE READINGS: Some readings (marked with an asterisk: *) can be found on Blackboard or via one of the Stetson library on-line databases.  These readings are equally as important as those required for purchase. 

INTERNET RESOURCES (only a small sampling):
www.africaonline.com
http://www.electionworld.org/
http://ladb.unm.edu/
http://www.mideastweb.org/history.htm
http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/
COURSE REQUIREMENTS -- Grades will be based on performance in the following:

-- Attendance and classroom participation (10%)

-- One in-class mid-term essay of essays and short answer/identifications (25%)

-- A series of case study applications of concepts, theories, etc. from the readings, written in essay format, due on relevant days, then revised and compiled and turned in as a collection on the last day of class (25%)

( A final exam of essays and short answer/identifications (40%)

-- Dr. Nylen stands by Stetson’s official statement on grades, which says:

  Grades represent the instructor's final estimate of the student's performance in a course.  The grade of A (+ or -) may be interpreted to mean that the instructor recognizes exceptional capacity and exceptional performance.  The grade of B (+ or -) signifies that the student has gained a significantly more effective command of material than is generally expected in the course.  The grade or C or C+ is the instructor's certification that the student has demonstrated the required mastery of the material.  A student is graded C- or D (+ or -) when his/her grasp of the course essentials is minimal. [Stetson University Bulletin, 2007-8, P.34]

-- Any form of cheating, including and especially plagiarism, will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. To plagiarize is ...

  To take and pass off as one(s own (the ideas, writings, etc. of another). [Webster(s New World Dictionary of the American Language (1962)]

( For a more complete definition of plagiarism, see: http://www.georgetown.edu/honor/plagiarism.html
-- Requests for make-up exams or late papers must be preceded by a really, really, really good excuse (e.g. written medical evidence). 

-- Significant improvement through the semester can result in an upgrade of half a letter grade

COURSE OUTLINE:
I. INTRODUCTION: Terms, Concepts and Conceptual Frameworks
W. 8/22: Introduction to the Course – choose a country, any country (your “case study”)
M. 8/27: Handelman (Understanding Underdevelopment( (ch.1); Gordon & Gordon [Africa] “Introduction”; Hillman [Latin America] “Introduction”, and; Gerner [Middle East] “Introduction”
W. 8/29: In-class video & discussion – “Seeds of Plenty, Seeds of Sorrow” (2001)
M. 9/3 – Labor Day (no classes)

W. 9/5 – NO CLASS (Dr. Nylen attending conference in Montréal)

II. THE TYPICAL GOALS OF DEVELOPMENT: Democracy & Economic Growth
M. 9/10: Democracy as ‘Political Development’ – Handelman, “Democratic Change and the Change to Democracy” (ch.2)
W. 9/12: Capitalism as Economic Development – Handelman, “Agrarian Reform and the Politics of Rural Change” (ch.6) & “The Political Economy of Third World Development” (ch.10)
III. GEOGRAPHY & ‘GEOGRAPHIC DETERMINISM’:
M. 9/17: Neff “Africa: A Geographic Preface”; Manners & Parmenter “The Middle East: A Geographic Preface”
W. 9/19: Price “Latin America: A Geographic Preface”
IV. HISTORY & ‘THE WEIGHT OF THE PAST’ (e.g. ‘Traditionalism’ & Colonialism):
M. 9/24: Africa – O’Toole “The Historical Context”

W. 9/26: Middle East – Goldschmidt Jr. “The Historical Context”

M. 10/1: Latin America – de la Pedreja “The Historical Context”
V. GLOBALIZATION: International Economic Structures
W. 10/3: Africa – DeLancey “The Economies of Africa”
M. 10/8: Middle East – Tuma “The Economies of the Middle East”
W. 10/10: Latin America – Harper & Cuzán “The Economies of Latin America”
Th-Sun. 10/11-14 – Fall Break

VI. GEOPOLITICS: International Political Structures

M. 10/15: John B. Foster & Robert W. McChesney. (The American Empire: Pax Americana or Pox Americana?( in Monthly Review (Sept. 2004). [Blackboard]
W. 10/17: Midterm Study Day 
M. 10/22: Midterm Exam
VII. RELIGION & POLITICS
W. 10/24: General – Handelman “Religion and Politics”; Africa – Moyo “Religion and Politics”
M. 10/29: Middle East – Esposito, Khan & Schwedler “Religion and Politics in the Middle East”
W. 10/31: Latin America – Fleet “Religion in Latin America”
VIII. KINSHIP, ETHNICITY, CLASS, RURAL/URBAN, AND NATION
M. 11/5: General – Handelman “The Politics of Cultural Pluralism and Ethnic Conflict” (ch.4); Agrarian Reform and the Politics of Rural Change (ch.6); “Rapid Urbanization and the Politics of the Urban Poor” (ch.7)

W. 11/7: Africa – Shanklin “Family and Kinship”; Gordon “Population, Urbanization, and AIDS”
W. 11/14: Middle East – Moghadam “Population Growth, Urbanization, and the Challenges of Unemployment”; King-Irani “Kinship, Class, and Ethnicity”
M. 11/19: Latin America – Yelvington “Patterns of ‘Race,’ Ethnicity, Class, and Nationalism”; Place & Chase “The Environment, Population, and Urbanization” [partial: Pp.215-235]
W-Sun. 11/21-25 – Thanksgiving Break

IX. INSTITUTIONAL POLITICS & POLICY ISSUES: Authoritarianism & Democracy
M. 11/26: General – Handelman “Revolutionary Change” (ch.8); “Soldiers and Politics” (ch.9) [also, review ch.2]
W. 11/28: Africa – Gordon “African Politics”; Gordon & Gordon “Trends and Prospects”
M. 12/3: Middle East – Gerner “Middle Eastern Politics”; Gerner & Schwedler “Trends and Prospects”
W. 12/5: Latin America – D’Agostino “Latin American Politics”; Hillman “Trends and Prospects”
-- Collection of revised case study essays due

M. 12/10, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – FINAL EXAM
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� Simon Schwartzman. “The Statistical Measurement of Poverty” [� HYPERLINK "http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc99/rio.pdf" �http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc99/rio.pdf�.].


� Ruth Lane. The Art of Comparative Politics (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1997): 4.
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