STETSON UNIVERSITY

POLI 301 – SPRING 2011
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Dr. T. Wayne Bailey

Room 509 Lynn Business Center

OFFICE HOURS: MWF 11:00-12:00; W 1:30-3:30

TEXTS:
John T. Rourke, INTERNATIONAL POLITICS ON THE WORLD STAGE,

                             12th Edition (with accompanying PowerWeb)



THE NEW YORK TIMES, Monday-Friday Edition (required)

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the fundamental concepts associated with the analysis of international relations.  This is a particularly challenging time to be engaged in such a study because of the increasingly complex nature of global issues.  On one hand, the reactive response (“preemption”) of the Bush Administration to the events of the September 11 terrorist strikes against New York City and Washington by launching military actions against Iraq and Afghanistan continues to define the agenda of contemporary international relations. On the other hand, contemporary issues such as threats to the global economy, plaguing environmental concerns, widespread abuses of human rights, and the recent “Arab Spring” have required us to change the way we think about the world.  The dominant theme of the Cold War, with its emphasis on the ideology of the Communist threat, has shifted to a preoccupation with the ideological threat of Islamic extremism, witness the controversy in New York City over the plan to construct an Islamic mosque in the area of the Twin Towers attack.   In all of this the theme is change.  Some changes are centrifugal in nature, as illustrated by the breakdown of the USSR as a nation-state and the failure of strong nation-states to emerge in the areas of the former colonial territories in Africa and Asia.  Other changes, such as the implementation of the Maastricht Treaty and Lisbon Treaty and the World Trade Organization, are centripetal and show a different trend in overcoming the fragmentation that is so characteristic in traditional international relations.   Even as we focus on the theme of change, however, an equally dominant theme is the continuity of the relations of nations -- the fact that the "end of the Cold War" has not so much produced a "New World Order" as it has moved international processes back to the principles of the pre-World War II epoch.   Ironically, during the current period when the United States has been positioned as the world’s sole hegemonic power, that supremacy is currently being challenged by the global economic crisis, triggered in large part by the near collapse of the housing and financial sectors of the economy in this country (the “intermestic” influence) and by severe economic stresses within the states of the European Union.  All of these issues have become embroiled in the 2012 presidential election, especially the campaign for the Republican presidential nomination and Tea Party populism.  Does this political force represent a dramatic shift of U.S. international relations away from the West-based “liberal international order” that has prevailed since 1945? We will examine that question in the first reading/writing assignment. 
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Certain very specific learning goals for the course will guide our study as we attempt to understand all of these monumental developments in the relations of nations:

1.
To gain a breadth of understanding of the theoretical principles of international politics and the competing analytical approaches.  By taking a theoretical view, one avoids a "current events" treatment that may have little relevance to next year's world crises.  This is especially

important, for example, in understanding the dramatic nature of developments in Germany, Eastern Europe, the territory of the former states of the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, and the unrest in North Africa and the Middle East. Rourke’s “three levels of analysis” will be a helpful theoretical tool in this process.
2.
To document the ways in which the relations of nations have been shaped within a historical context -- i.e., the longitudinal dimension.

3.
To explore the essential geopolitical nature of international relations and to master the related geographical skills necessary for the analysis of this element of international relations.

4.
To focus on the normative debate over the relevance of the moral principles in international relations and how nations can act to make a "better" world.  Quoting Robert Frost in "Two Roads Diverged in the Woods," the text (Rourke) says the world is at a crossroads.  One road is the traditional model of sovereign nation-states.  The other "less traveled path" is a cooperative system in which states play a less dominant role and international organizations emerge as stronger, more authoritative actors.  The choice of path is a values issue worth serious attention.

5.
To take a long-range look at the macro-forces shaping the outline of international relations well into the 21st century, especially the influence of globalization and democratization – two major themes of the course.

UNITS AND ASSIGNMENTS
WEEK

TOPIC
1-4

ANALYTICAL DIMENSIONS OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS--



DEVELOPING A THEORETICAL FRAME OF REFERENCE




-- Rourke, chapters 1-3




-- In-class map exercises (Refer to maps in Rourke, pp. 4-5)

-- Writing assignment due January 27:  The task here is to focus on contemporary U.S. international relations as presented in Mead’s article “The Tea Party and American Foreign Policy” (posted on Blackboard) and Rourke’s Chapter 1 (“Thinking and Caring about World Politics”). Write a 4-5 page essay examining and critiquing the validity of Mead’s argument (originally published in March 2011) in the light of the current debate among the contenders for the Republican presidential nomination and the impact of Tea Party populism. On what points would Mead and Rourke agree and disagree?  How would you apply the theories of realism and idealism in this analysis? How are current international crises affecting this debate?
POLI 301 COURSE OUTLINE

SPRING 2012
PAGE 3

 


-- FIRST EXAMINATION (February 17)

5-6

FUNDAMENTALS OF THE STATE SYSTEM -- FORCES THAT

          

DRIVE WORLD POLITICS




   > INTERESTS (INDIVIDUAL, NATIONAL, GLOBAL)




   > NATIONALISM




   > TRANSNATIONALISM 




-- Rourke, chapters 4-5

-- Writing assignment: Debate the validity of Huntington’s thesis on the “clash of civilizations.” (material on reserve and posted on Blackboard)

7-8

TWO DIVERGENT ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES

                  

> TRADITIONAL: NATIONAL STATES

                  

> ALTERNATIVE: INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION

               

-- Rourke, chapters 6-7



     -- SECOND EXAMINATION (March 28)

9-10
     TWO DIVERGENT APPROACHES TO THE RELATIONS OF NATIONS  

> TRADITIONAL: NATIONAL POWER AND DIPLOMACY

                  

> ALTERNATIVE: INTERNATIONAL LAW AND MORALITY

                    


-- Rourke, chapters 8-9

11-12     PURSUING PEACE

                 

 > TRADITIONAL: NATIONAL SECURITY AND MILITARY POWER

                 

 > ALTERNATIVE: INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

     



-- Rourke, chapters 10-11


13
   QUO VADIS: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN THE 21ST CENTURY 





-- Rourke, Epilogue

                                    -- Writing assignment: Adding your own “quo vadis” statement to the writing portfolio
14

REVIEW 

FINAL EXAM – May 8,  2:00-4:00 pm

COURSE POLICIES
1.
The ongoing class project for the semester will be a two-part course notebook/portfolio.  The first part is the free-writing section which will incorporate commentaries on the general range of topics on international relations covered by The New York Times, applying concepts covered in the course.  The second part is an in-depth study of the international relations of a significant foreign policy issue throughout the semester. The format of these presentations will be discussed in class. The scope of work for this assignment should cover approximately 40 hours, or the time one would invest in 
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preparing a well-researched term paper.  The portfolio will be submitted for preliminary review on April 13, following the criteria of the attached portfolio guide.  The final project due date is May 2.
2.
Grading:   Hour Exams (2)                


            40%

             
    *Final Exam (Comprehensive)    


30%

             
    *Writing Portfolio




20%

           

     Essays, Quizzes, Class Participation                     10%

                           *Required for successful completion of the course    
Grade Tabulation: Examinations and assignments are graded A through F, with +/- where appropriate. When these letter grades are averaged, a 12-point scale is used, with D- being 1 and A+ being 12. On a scale of 100, the grade letter equivalencies are: A+ = 97-100; A = 93-96; A- = 90-92; B+ = 87-89; 
B = 83-86; B- = 80-82; C+ = 77-79; C = 68-76; C- = 65-67; D+ = 64;   D = 61- 63; D- = 60; 
F = below 60.

3.
Regular class attendance is REQUIRED -- there are no "excused" absences. The final course grade may be adjusted up-or-down by as much as one-half letter in cases of conscientious class attendance and participation or in cases of excessive absences and the lack of commitment to the class.  Chronic absences (more than one-fourth of the scheduled classes) will result in a failing grade, or the student may be requested to withdraw from the class. In keeping with class etiquette, cell phones must be turned off, and food and drink should not be brought into the classroom.
4.
Unit guides will be distributed throughout the course to assist in the review, analysis, and organization of course materials. Additional assignments may be added as developments during the semester warrant, and the dates listed here are subject to change, with at least one week’s notice. Outside reading materials will be posted on Blackboard.

5. Academic honesty is a fundamental expectation in all aspects of this course.  Plagiarism, claiming authorship for work done by someone else, and allowing another person to edit and revise papers without explicit acknowledgment are examples of practices strictly to be avoided.  Special care must be taken in documenting Internet sources.  It is the policy of the professor to cooperate in the implementation of the Stetson University Honor Code by requesting that students include in each assignment or examination the pledge developed by the Honor System Council as a means of affirming their personal commitment.

6. Any student who feels that she or he may need an accommodation based on a disability or medical condition should contact the Academic Resources Center in 230 CUB (386-822-7127 or academicresources@stetson.edu .
International Relations Portfolio Guide Sheet


The International Relations Portfolio is a required element of this course and is equivalent to a test grade.  Over the course of the semester, you are expected to spend a total of 40 hours on this portfolio. Although you may write on sources other than The New York Times, the majority of your articles should be based on The New York Times.  It is important that you keep this sheet and refer to it as you write your portfolio as strict adherence to these guidelines is expected.  Specific details about the Portfolio are below:


Layout:

The Portfolio is divided into multiple sections:  free-writing, topic writing, assigned essays, and extra credit.  Each of these sections needs to have its own tab in your portfolio.  The Portfolio is to be presented in a 3-ring binder or is to be professionally bound.  The Portfolio will not be accepted in a wire-bound notebook, loosely collected, or in a manila envelope/folder.  If the Portfolio is presented in an unacceptable format, it will be returned to you for correction.


Selection of the topic:

No later than the second week of the semester, you will submit a list of five suggested topics on which you will write upon the entire semester.  These topics should be broad so that there will be no shortage of articles to write.  After your topic has been approved, it is recommended that you begin writing immediately.


Selecting articles:

When you select articles to write on, it is important to keep several factors in mind.  One, is the article of sufficient length?  Two, what is the importance of the specific article relative to other articles in that day’s NYT?  Three, how can you tie-in important concepts that have been learned in class?

Each week, the student assistant for this course will compile a list of articles from that week’s NYT and will post that list on Blackboard under the subsection “NYT” under “Course Documents”.  He will send out an email through the Blackboard system notifying you that the week’s NYT list has been posted.  

Again, you are expected to spend a minimum of 40 hours on the Portfolio; therefore, it is strongly advised that you write on a consistent basis.  Writing 3–4 articles on the weekend is a sufficient pace.  There have been many students who have waited till the night before to write for their Portfolio.  Remember, your grade on this Portfolio is equivalent to a test and is representative of the quantity and the quality of your work.


Inclusion of articles with writing:

Each section of the Portfolio is to have its own table of contents.  The table of contents must list the name of the news article, the date of the news article, and the page that the news article can be found within the Portfolio.  The method of pagination is your discretion as to whether you restart pagination at each section or whether you keep a consistent pagination throughout the Portfolio.

In the writing sections of your Portfolio, the article must be cut out and pasted on paper to be presented alongside your writing.  The article is to be on the left side of the portfolio and the writing is to be on the right side.  If there are multiple pages to your article or writing, the first pages must be facing each other with the other pages behind it.  
NAME: __________________________________

POLI 301 – PRELIMINARY PORTFOLIO REVIEW


The writing portfolio project requires the student to engage in thoughtful analysis of international relations materials from The New York Times and various other newspapers, as necessary.  The portfolio is organized into two sections – a general free-writing section, which includes articles and issues requested by the professor from time to time as well as other significant general materials selected by the student, and an in-depth study covering the subject matter of a significant foreign policy issue selected by the student in consultation with the professor early in the semester. There is an optional third section for interpretation papers covering out-of-class lectures and/or events attended.  Those materials will be weighed as extra credit in the course grade.  The articles on which commentary is based are included alongside the writing.  The materials should be presented in a neat, organized form that includes an index of the contents.  The project assumes an investment of at least forty hours, and counts the equivalent of an hour exam.  The due date for submission of the portfolio for preliminary review is April 13, and for final grading is May 2.

I. The portfolio includes a range of significant articles, both in free-writing and topical sections.

II. The writing reflects the application of important concepts in international relations covered in the POLI 301 class discussions and readings, reflecting analytical and critical thinking.  The writings on the policy issue specifically address arguments, conclusions, and concepts from the relevant Rourke chapters.

III. The writing demonstrates good use of organization, grammar, spelling, and diction.

IV. The format of the portfolio is well designed, with a layout that is pleasing and easy to follow.

Overall the level of quality of the portfolio at the preliminary stage is _____________________.

(Please include this sheet in the final copy of the portfolio submitted for grading.)

