COMPARATIVE POLITICS

(POLI 201S.01)
Stetson University Spring 2012
Professor William R. Nylen

Class Meeting: M&W 12-1:15, 322 Elizabeth Hall
Office Hours: T.B.A. 318A Elizabeth Hall
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Comparative politics is a subfield within the larger field of political science.  The “empirical data” for comparative politics are found primarily, though not exclusively, in the political institutions and patterned social relations within individual countries.  Analyzing these data, we look for significant similarities and differences among different political systems.  We hope that such similarities and differences can provide insight into the political behavior of human beings in general and the functioning of “comparable” societies and political institutions.  These insights are initially stated as likelihoods, educated guesses or “hypotheses” to be "tested" by seeing if they help to explain events and processes in any number of comparable cases.  If a hypothesis appears to be supported empirical evidence (i.e. it is ‘confirmed’), political scientists venture forward with a “theory” or “model” of general applicability within the “universe of comparable cases.”

In this course we will examine some (by no means all) of the ways that political scientists conceptualize and then compare different political systems.  We will pay close attention to concepts and models that have been developed by social scientists (including sociologists, economists, etc., as well as political scientists) to analyze political behavior, political institutions and how such behaviors and institutions change over time.  Students will be introduced to several countries, or “case studies” or specific political phenomena, so we may be able to discover the application of comparative methods and political science concepts and theories/models in attempting to better understand those phenomena.  
A final note: “Models should be used, not believed.” [Henri Theil. Econometrics (New York: Wiley & Sons, 1976), P.3] This is fundamentally a course in methodology, not ideology (although the two are not mutually exclusive) and most certainly not theology.  You will be learning to use methodological tools of social science to analyze and interpret human history.  Sometimes you won't like what you see, and you'll need to determine if it's the tools you don't like or the unpleasant reality they've laid bare.  Similarly, these tools have “prescriptive” implications: they imply ‘correct’ and ‘incorrect’ courses of action and behavior regarding the exercise and legitimacy of power.  These tools are never value-neutral, particularly in the implications of their real-world application, but also in their underlying “normative framework.” Part of your task, then, is to determine if the tools fit your value system (your ideology and/or theology).  In the interests of not killing the messenger who bears bad news, you may need to be open to the idea that in the interests of understanding and interacting with the real world of politics and society, it is your current value system that needs to change rather than the tool kit you’ve just found (sorry about the mixed metaphors).
“Political Science as a debate might be political science at its best.” [Charles Lindblom 1997, 262]
COURSE OUTLINE:
W. 
1/18   
Introduction to the Course
-- Required Readings: William R. Nylen “Studying Political Science ≠ Studying Politics” AND William R. Nylen “Politics, War, Ideology, Government, and Democracy.”
1. What is “politics”?  What is political science?  What is “comparative politics”? 

==> class discussion

2. A ‘Political’ Issue: U.S. inequality in comparative perspective: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/01/04/us/comparing-economic-mobility.html?ref=us  also: http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2012/01/14/opinion/14blow-ch.html?ref=opinion 

M.
1/23
The Social Science Research Process

-- Required Reading: Lim, Chap. 1; Jason DeParle. “Harder for Americans to rise from lower rungs,” The New York Times (Jan. 4, 2012) [blackboard]
3. Research Questions ==> Individual Assignment (handed in after class): come to class with three research questions based on “U.S. inequality in comparative perspective”
a. KEY = Explanation
b. Interpretation
4. The ‘So What?’ Question
5. Hypothesizing (or “making an argument”)
6. Reviewing the Literature ==> Discussion of peer-reviewed academic literature
W. 
1/25
The Social Science Research Process (continued)
-- Required Reading: Lim, Chap. 2 & 3 (partial: 67-73)

7. Creating and following a Research Agenda
a. Research Design: experiments, case studies, MDS & MSS comparative case studies, longitudinal analysis, cross sectional analysis
b. Research Methodology: qualitative and quantitative methods
8. Reporting your Findings, assessing their contribution to the literature (i.e. theory)
==> Discussion of ‘Normative’ Comparative Politics (e.g. Draper & Ramsay) AND division of class into three “Working Groups” (Sweden & Nigeria, U.S. & Brazil, Germany & Iran)
M.
1/30
Normative Comparative Politics: “Good Societies”
-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter One 

W. 
2/1 
The Institutional Framework of the State (Institutions and Regimes)

-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Two 

F.
2/3
Working Group Bibliographies Due by Midnight: blackboard

M. 
2/6 
State-Society Relations (States, Political Society & Civil Society)

-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Three
W. 
2/8
Political Culture (‘Deep’ Values & Attitudes) 

-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Four 
F.
2/10
Working Group Bibliographies due by Midnight: blackboard

M. 
2/13
Political Economy (States & Markets)

-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Five
W.
2/15
Democracy (States & Citizens)



-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Seven
F.
2/17
Working Group Bibliographies due by Midnight: blackboard
M.
2/20
Normative Comparative Politics – an overview (midterm review)
W.
2/22
MIDTERM EXAM

F.
2/24
Swedish and U.S. Working Groups: ‘best articles’ due by midnight: 
blackboard
M.
2/27
Case Studies of Developed Country Regimes: Social Democracies - Sweden
-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Nine (partial: 222-36); and ‘best articles’ of Swedish Working Group
==> Group Presentation
W. 
2/29 
Case Studies of Developed Country Regimes: Extreme Market Democracies 
– U.S.
-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Nine (partial: 236-44); and ‘best articles’ of German Working Group
==> Group Presentation
F.
3/2
German Working Group: ‘best articles’ due by midnight: blackboard

M – F
3/5-9
SPRING BREAK

M. 
3/12
Case Studies of Developed Country Regimes: Christian Democracy 

- Germany; AND Findings from the normative comparative analysis
-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Nine (partial: 244-58)
W.
3/14
Authoritarianism (States & Subjects)
-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Six
M.
3/19
Development & Underdevelopment



-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Eight

-- ALSO Nigeria Working Group: ‘best articles’ due by midnight: blackboard

W.
3/21
Case Studies of Less Developed Country Regimes: Weak Democracies 

– Nigeria

-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Ten (partial: 266-76); and ‘best articles’ of Nigeria Working Group

==> Group Presentation

F. 
3/23
Brazil and Iran Working Groups: ‘best articles’ due by midnight: 

blackboard

M. 
3/26
Case Studies of Less Developed Country Regimes: Electoral Democracies 
– Brazil 
-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Ten (partial: 276-287); and ‘best articles’ of Brazil Working Group
==> Group Presentation

W.
3/28
Case Studies of Less Developed Country Regimes: Electoral Authoritarianism 

– Iran; AND Findings from the normative comparative analysis

-- Required Reading: Draper & Ramsay, Chapter Ten (partial: 287-304); and ‘best articles’ of Iran Working Group

==> Group Presentation

M. 
4/2 
Mainstream Analytical Comparative Politics: Rationality Theory
-- Required Reading: Lim, Chapter Three (partial: Pp.67-82)
W. 
4/4
MACP: Structural Theory
-- Required Reading: Lim, Chapter Three (partial: Pp.82-88); AND Eduardo Galeano. “The Thirteen Northern Colonies and the Importance of Not Being Born Important” Open Veins of Latin America: five centuries of the pillage of a continent (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1973): 130-33 [Blackboard].
M. 
4/9
MACP: Cultural Theory & the idea of analytical “synthesis”
-- Required Reading: Lim, Chapter Three (partial: Pp.88-101); AND Lawrence E. Harrison. “To Modernize, Some Have to Change Their Culture,” International Herald Tribune (3/1/2001) [Blackboard]. 
W. 
4/11 
Individual Assignment (handed in after class): come to class with three 
research questions AND three valid rationality, structural or cultural hypotheses in response to each question; each question/hypothesis set must be based on comparisons between comparable Developed Country Cases and/or comparable Lesser Developed Country Cases 
==> Class Discussion ==> topics for final papers
M.
4/16
Research Question #1: Why are poor countries poor?
-- Required Reading: Lim, Chapter Four  
-- Suggested Reading: Branwen Gruffydd Jones. “Africa and the Poverty of International Relations,” Third World Quarterly, Vol. 26, No. 6 (2005):987 – 1003 [Blackboard].

W. 
4/18
STETSON SHOWCASE: NO CLASSES 

M.
4/23
Research Question #2: Why did East Asia become rich?
-- Required Reading: Lim, Chapter Five  
-- Suggested Reading: Cristóbal Kay. “Why East Asia overtook Latin

America: agrarian reform, industrialisation and development,” Third World Quarterly, Vol 23, No 6 (2002): 1073–1102 [Blackboard].
W. 
4/25
Research Question #3: What makes a democracy?
-- Required Reading: Lim, Chapter Six  
-- Suggested Reading: Leonardo Morlino. “‘Good’ and ‘Bad’ Democracies:

How to Conduct Research into the Quality of Democracy,” Journal of Communist Studies and Transition Politics, Vol. 20, No. 1 (March 2004):5–27 [Blackboard].
M. 
4/30 
Research Question #4: What makes a terrorist?
-- Required Reading: Lim, Chapter Seven  
-- Suggested Reading: Mohammed M. Hafez. “Rationality, Culture, and Structure in the Making of Suicide Bombers: A Preliminary Theoretical Synthesis and Illustrative Case Study,” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 29 (2006): 165–185 [Blackboard].
W.
5/2
Final Papers Due:  email: wnylen@stetson.edu (include electronic copies of 
all articles and book chapters used)
-- Final Exam study session and study guide handed out

Sat.
5/5 (8:00am-10:00am) FINAL EXAM
COURSE REQUIREMENTS -- Grades will be based on performance in the following:

-- One midterm exam of essays and short answer/identifications (30%)

-- A final exam of essays and short answer/identifications; you must pass the final exam to 

pass the course (30%)

-- Class attendance, periodic quizzes, and participation in class discussions (10%)

-- ‘Best articles’ and classroom presentations, details forthcoming (15%: peer assessed)

-- Final Research Paper, details forthcoming (15%)
-- Prof. Nylen stands by Stetson's official statement on grades:

    Grades represent the instructor's final estimate of the student's performance in a course.  The grade of A (+ or -) may be interpreted to mean that the instructor recognizes exceptional capacity and exceptional performance.  The grade of B (+ or -) signifies that the student has gained a significantly more effective command of material than is generally expected in that course.  The grade or C or C+ is the instructor's certification that the student has demonstrated the required mastery of the material.  A student is graded C- or D (+ or -) when his/her grasp of the course essentials is minimal. The F grade indicates failure to master the essentials and the necessity for repeating the course before credit may be earned. [Stetson University Bulletin, 2008-2009]

-- Any form of cheating or plagiarism will result in an automatic F grade for the entire course. According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, to "plagiarize" means:
· to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own

· to use (another's production) without crediting the source

· to commit literary theft

· to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.

In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud. It involves both stealing someone else's work and lying about it afterward.

Source: http://www.plagiarism.org/plag_article_what_is_plagiarism.html
-- No late papers or make-ups of exams will be allowed unless you have a really, really, really good excuse, plus documentary evidence.
-- Significant improvement through the semester can result in an upgrade of half a letter grade.
BOOKS REQUIRED FOR PURCHASE  (on sale in the bookstore):

Alan Draper & Ansil Ramsay. The Good Society: An Introduction to Comparative Politics, 2nd Edition (New York: Pearson-Longman, 2012).

Timothy C. Lim. Doing Comparative Politics: And Introduction to Approaches and Issues, 2nd Edition (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2010).
ADDITIONAL READINGS:
Some required readings for this course are available via electronic link on the Blackboard site for the class.  These readings are equally as important as the books required for purchase.  

NOTICE:

If you anticipate any barriers related to the format or requirements of this course, and if you determine that disability-related accommodations are necessary, please register with the Academic Resources Center (822-7127; www.stetson.edu/arc). You and the ARC staff can plan how best to coordinate your accommodations.  You may notify me of your eligibility for reasonable accommodations, but are not required to do so.
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