Media and Politics

POLI-390

Spring 2012

Instructor: Dr. David Hill




Classroom: Elizabeth Hall 319

Office: 315B Elizabeth Hall




Time: MWF 11:00am-11:50am

Office Hours: MWF 10:00am-11:30am

MWF: 1:00pm-3:00pm
Phone: 822-7579

Email:dhill@stetson.edu

The basis of our government being the opinion of the people, the very first object should be to keep that right; and were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government without newspapers or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter…Thomas Jefferson, 1787
Course Description

Mr. Jefferson’s quote above suggests that the media are a crucial component of democratic governance.   Because of the key role of the media in democracies, this course will engage in an in-depth examination of the media in contemporary politics.  We will explore the nature of the media and the effects of the media on political behavior and governance. We will pay particularly close attention to new media and how they have come to challenge the traditional press in providing the electorate with the information necessary to be “good citizens.”
Course Objectives

1. To challenge students to critically examine the role of the media in contemporary democracies. 
2. To expose students to the classic and contemporary literature on media and politics.

3. To examine how a wide variety of new media are dramatically changing the way citizens acquire political information. 

4.  To develop students’ writing skills through a course blog, critical response papers, and semester research project. 
Required Texts:

Doris Graber. 2009. Mass Media in American Politics. Eighth Edition. Washington DC: Congressional Quarterly Press.

Doris Graber. 2011. Media Power in Politics. Sixth Edition. Washington DC: Congressional Quarterly Press.
This course will use Blackboard as a course foundation. All readings marked with an asterisk on the syllabus can be found on the course website. You will need to have Adobe Acrobat reader to open these files.  All written assignments are to be submitted through the course website. Hard copies will not be accepted.

Class Assignments

Midterm Exam: 

25%

Research Paper

20%

Written Essays

15%

Class Blog


10%

Final Exam


25%

Class Participation

05%

Exams 

The midterm examination is tentatively scheduled for Friday, March 2nd during regular class hours. The final examination is scheduled for Saturday May 5th from 5:00pm-7:00pm. Each exam will have two components. The format of the exams will be essay questions. The final will be comprehensive, although its main emphasis will be on the second half of the course. 
Research Paper

The research paper will consist of a review of the literature on any topic related to media and politics. I will post a list of potential topics on Blackboard.  On Monday, February 6th you are to turn in a short statement (one page is fine) describing the topic you have chosen and why you have chosen the particular topic.  Along with this statement you should provide a preliminary bibliography of at least five (annotated) political science sources. The completed will paper contribute 20% to your final grade and is due Friday, April 13th at the beginning of class. 
Written Assignments

You will also complete two critical essays over the course of the semester that will require you to draw together several readings into a coherent paper.  The length of these papers will be five to eight double-spaced pages. At the time of the assignment, I will hand a sheet detailing the specific question you are to address.  The first of these papers will be prior to the midterm exam and the second will be prior to the final.

Class Blog

As a class you will maintain a blog on the media and politics over the course of this semester. The idea behind the blog is that through the individual efforts of students, the class will keep a collective and public log of your thoughts on current events and how the media cover them. Of course, one of the main goals of the blog is for you to use concepts we learn in this class to analyze media coverage of contemporary goings on.  Further information will be provided by the instructor.

Class Participation

Five percent of your final grade will be based on class participation.  This portion of your grade will be determined by attendance and participation in classroom discussions. I reserve the right to give a “reading quiz” at any point during the semester.

I approach the classroom as an exchange of ideas between scholars. Implicit in this statement is the idea that all individuals (including myself) will come to class prepared to discuss the reading material for the day. An exchange of ideas cannot take place with only one person participating.  In order to facilitate classroom discussion I will frequently call on students to either answer a question or to provide their thoughts concerning the readings for the day.  The best way to succeed in this course is to do the assigned readings, take notes if possible, and come to class with the intention of discussing the material you have read. 

Class Attendance

Five percent of your final grade will be classroom participation. Attendance is required and will comprise a sizable portion of your class participation score.  Absences from class and examinations will be excused only if the student provides verifiable documentation of accident, illness, or a university or legal obligation.  I reserve the right to give a “reading quiz” at any point during the semester. The grades from these quizzes will be calculated as part of your participation score.  Undocumented absences from examinations or quizzes will result in a score of zero. 

Incompletes 

No student will be given an incomplete in the course without a verifiable accident, illness, or severe family emergency.  If at all possible, these situations must be discussed with the professor prior to the end of the semester, in order for an incomplete to given.

Extra Credit

There will be no extra credit awarded to any student for any reason. Please don’t ask.

Academic Integrity

As members of an academic community, we are jointly responsible for maintaining intellectual and academic honesty. I expect that all work submitted for this course is your own, that contributions from others are clearly acknowledged, and that unauthorized assistance on exams or papers has been neither given nor received.  Stetson’s honor pledge applies to all work done in this course.  To indicate your commitment to academic integrity, I ask that you write the word “PLEDGED” with your initials or signature on each classroom test and quiz as well as major essays.
As a member of Stetson University, I agree to uphold the highest standards of integrity in my academic work. I promise that I will neither give nor receive unauthorized aid of any kind on my tests, papers, and assignments. When using the ideas, thoughts, or words of another in my work, I will always provide clear acknowledgement of the individuals and sources on which I am relying. I will avoid using fraudulent, falsified, or fabricated evidence and/or material. I will refrain from resubmitting without authorization work for one class that was obtained from work previously submitted for academic credit in another class. I will not destroy, steal, or make inaccessible any academic resource material. By my actions and my example, I will strive to promote the ideals of honesty, responsibility, trust, fairness, and respect that are at the heart of Stetson's Honor System.
Special Needs

If you anticipate barriers related to the format or requirements of this course, and if you determine that disability-related accommodations are necessary, please register with the Academic Resources Center (822-7127; www.stetson.edu/arc). You and the ARC staff can plan how best to coordinate your accomodations.  You may notify me of your eligibility for reasonable accommodations, but are not required to do so.

Please take advantage of my office hours. They are strictly for the purpose of helping you understand the material presented in the class. If you can’t meet me during office hours I will be glad to set up an appointment so we can meet at a time when both of our schedules allow it. You can also contact me anytime through e-mail to ask a question or to set up an appointment if you have a problem meeting during my scheduled hours.

Technology

The use of cell phones for any purpose is prohibited. Please put your phone away prior to the start of class. If you are seen using your phone (texting, email, internet, etc.) you will be asked to leave the classroom for the remainder of the class. Please keep your phone put away. If you would like to use a laptop to take notes you may certainly do that. If you do choose to use a laptop, then you must sit in the front row. If you are seen using your laptop for anything other than classroom purposes you will be asked to leave the classroom for the remainder of class and prohibited from bringing your computer to class for the remainder of the semester.

Course Outline

I. Introduction (January 18-23)

Mass Media, Chapter 1


Media Power, Chapter 3


Media Power, Chapter 33
II. Place the Media in Context (January 25-27)

Media Power, Chapter 25



Schudson, Michael and Susan E. Tifft. 2005. “American Journalism in Historical 



Perspective.” In Geneva Overholser and Kathleen Hall Jamieson (eds.), The 


Press. New York: Oxford University Press.* 


Hallin, Daniel C. and Robert Giles. 2005. “Presses and Democracies.” In Geneva 



Overholser and Kathleen Hall Jamieson (eds.), The Press. New York: Oxford 


University Press. *

III. Ownership and Regulation (January 30)


Mass Media, Chapter 2


Media Power, Chapter 32

IV. Freedom of the Press (February 1)


Mass Media, Chapter 3


Media Power, Chapter 34
V. Bias in the Media (February 3-8)


Media Power, Chapter 2

Mass Media, Chapter 6


Bennett*

VI. The Media and Public Opinion (February 10-15)


Paletz, Chapter 7*


Media Power, Chapters 7, 8, 10, 11, 28

VII. The Media and Political Behavior (February 17-22)


Mass Media, Chapter 7


Paletz, Chapters 5, 6, and 8*


Gerber, Alan S., Dean Karlan, and Daniel Bergan. 2009. “Does the Media Matter? A 
Field Experiment Measuring the Effect of Newspapers on Voting Behavior and Political 
Opinions.” American Economic Journal: Applied Economics 1(2): 35-52.* 

Markus Prior. 2005. “News vs. Entertainment: How Increasing Media Choice


Widens Gaps in Political Knowledge and Turnout.” American Journal of Political


Science. Vol. 49, No. 3. pp. 577-592*

Mutz, Diana C. and Byron Reeves. 2005. “The New Videomalaise: Effects of Televised 
Incivility on Political Trust.” American Political Science Review 99(1): 1-15.*
VIII. The Media and Elections (February 24-29)


Mass Media, Chapter 8

Media Power, Chapters 13, 14, 15, 18

Midterm Exam: Friday, March 2nd
IX. The Media and Contemporary Events (March 12-14)


Mass Media, Chapter 5


Media Power, Chapter 27

X. The Media and Public Policy (March 16-21)


Mass Media, Chapter 11


Media Power, Chapters, 26, 29, 30

XI. The Media and Government (March 23-26)


Mass Media, Chapter 9, 10

Media Power, Chapters 19, 20, 21
XII. Comedy as News (March 28-30)


Baumgartner, Jody, and Jonathan S. Morris. 2006. “The Daily Show Effect: Candidate 
Evaluations, Efficacy, and American Youth.” American Politics Research 34: 341-367. *

`
Geoffrey Baym “The Daily Show: Discursive Integration and the Reinvention of


Political Journalism” Political Communication 22:259-276 (2005)

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/dss/v056/56.4.morozov.html
XIII.  The Internet and Politics (April 2-April 4)


Jennings, Kent, M. and Vicki Keitner. 2003. Internet Use and Civic Engagement: A 
Longitudinal Analysis Public Opinion Quarterly 67 (3): 311-334.*


Wagner, Kevin M., and Jason Gainous. 2009. “Electronic Grassroots: Does Online Campaigning 
Work?” Journal of Legislative Studies 15 (4): 502-520.* 

Gainous, Jason, and Kevin M. Wagner. 2007. “The Electronic Ballot Box: Class, Age and 
Racial Bias on the Internet.” American Review of Politics 28: 19-35.* 

XIV. The New Media: Blogs (April 6-Apri1 11)


Lawrence, Eric, Henry Farrell, and John Sides. 2010. “Self-Segregation or Deliberation? 
Blog Readership, Participation, and Polarization in American Politics.” Perspectives on 
Politics 8(1): 141-57. http://home.gwu.edu/~jsides/blogs.pdf 

Drezner, Daniel W. and Farrell, Henry (2008) Power and politics of blogs. Public Choice 
pp. 15-30 *

Sides, John. 2011. “The Political Scientist as a Blogger.” PS: Political Scientist and Politics 
44(2): 267-271.*


Farrell, Henry and John Sides. 2010. “Building a Political Science Public Sphere with 
Blogs.” The Forum: 8(3), Article 10. *


Aday, Sean, Henry Farrell, Marc Lynch, John Sides, John Kelly, and Ethan Zuckerman. 
2010. “Blogs and Bullets: New Media in Contentious Politics.” Report for the United States 
Institute of Peace.*
XV. The New Media: Social Networking (April 13-April 16)


Thomas Johnson and Perlmutter, D. (2010) Introduction: The Facebook Election*


Matthew J. Kushin and Yamamato, M. (2010) Did social media really matter? College 
students’ use of online media and political decision making in the 2008*


Travis Ridout and Fowler, E., The Rise of the YouTube Ad*

Alex Burns and Eltham, B. (2009) Twitter Free Iran: An Evaluation of Twitter’s Role In 
Public 
Diplomacy And Information Operations In Iran’s 2009 Election Crisis 


Morozov, Evgeny (2009) Iran: Downside to the "Twitter Revolution" *
XVI. The New Media and Democracy (April 20-25)

Republic.com 2.0.

XVII. The Transition to Something Else (April 27-May 2)


Media Power, Chapters 4-5


West, Darrell M. 2009. “The New Digital Press: How to Create a Brighter Future for the 
News 
Industry.” Issues in Governance Studies 25. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/05_news_west/05_news_west.pdf 


Downie, Leonard, Jr., and Michael Shudson. 2009. “The Reconstruction of American 
Journalism.” 
Columbia Journalism Review. 
http://www.cjr.org/reconstruction/the_reconstruction_of_american.php?page=all 

Nyhan, Brendan and John Sides. 2011. “How Political Science Can Help Journalism (and Still Let 
Journalists Be Journalists).” The Forum 9(1), Article 2 *
