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Office Hours: MWF – 4:30 – 6:30 pm


          Thursday, 9:00 – 3:30
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Required Sources:
Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy, 15th edition





by George C. Edwards, Martin Wattenberg, and Robert Lineberry.

Class Handout from Lawrence  Lessing’s new book, Republic, Lost.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

This semester is in an election year for the Presidency and most of the Congress, as they tackle serious problems in the economy (especially for Florida); in international relations, healthcare, and in energy/environmental change.  What are the responsibilities of a good citizen in a time of transition, and a time of economic weakness?   Do we criticize— and perhaps undermine— government action, or do we support policies?   Do we follow the President’s policies and ignore the Congress?   Do we have a responsibility to participate directly in government decision-making, or should we turn this over to Washington and states?  How do we monitor policies such as environmental clean-up and economic recovery?   These are some of the questions we will address as we closely examine our Constitution and how American institutions operate. The objectives of this course are (1) to explore the health of our democracy, according to democratic theory and the complexities of decision-making in the legislative, executive, and judicial branches; (2) to examine the policies that emerge from these democratic processes that affect us every day; (3) to assess our role as citizens in a democracy; and finally, (4) to develop research and writing skills.

Internet news sources and television news will provide examples of what is to be explained in class.  You are also strongly encouraged to bring me clippings that directly relate to class discussion, and to attend programs on campus which I will announce as extra credit opportunities.
COURSE EVALUATION:


Essay examinations are not only a tool for evaluation, they are themselves a method for learning as you write a thoughtful essay, applying different points from class.  YOU MAY NOT LEAVE THE ROOM DURING AN EXAMINATION.  Also, make-up exams may be taken for EMERGENCY REASONS ONLY—ILLNESS MUST BE VERIFIED BY A NOTE FROM THE CLINIC.
 Roll will be taken each class and participation will affect “borderline” grades.
Stetson’s Academic Resource Center (ARC) will assist students—in confidence—with any documented form of disability, by providing privacy and more time for exams. They are located in the Carlton Union Building or at arc@stetson.edu 
Another factor in your grade is a 5-7 page, single-spaced, research paper.  The paper is to be based on three things: a policy chapter from the book; at least one additional book or peer-reviewed journal article; and current newspaper or reputable website articles on the issue.  Early in the semester, let me know which policy area you wish to analyze: Economic policy; Social Welfare policy; Health Care policy; Environmental policy; or Foreign/Defense policy. Also, bring in a copy of a journal article you will use, as discussed in class. (Please conserve paper and use the back of used paper when copying…. use single-spacing except double space between paragraphs, and do not use a cover page.)

  In your paper, you should first (a) summarize major issues in the policy area, using the relevant chapter in your text; (b) summarize the positions of the two parties on the policy area, based on political party websites and your other research; and (c) explain your own preferred position in the policy area.
Plagiarism will be penalized by a failing paper grade, so be sure to review the webpage above on this.

COURSE GRADE:
First examination
20%

Final examination     26%




Second exam

20%

Two short essays      12%





Paper


20%







COURSE OUTLINE

CLASS BEGINS:    Wednesday, January 18th 

I. 
Introduction - Traditional Democratic theory (five criteria & what is meant by “theory”?)

Assignment:  Edwards & Lineberry, pp. 13-18; Chapter on Blackboard, from Republic, Lost.  Write a two pg. essay on Lessig’s chapter, with your opinion of his thesis, and questions for further discussion.  DUE:  Friday, January 27th 

II.
The Making of the Constitution

Assignment: Read Edwards & Lineberry, Chapter 2 
Tell Dr. Hallum your paper topic


III.
Federalism and Civil Rights




    Assignment: Edwards & Lineberry, Ch. 3, parts of Ch. 5; class video February 10th  



Attend Civil Rights Lecture on Thursday, Feb. 23rd at 7:00, Rinker Auditorium and write two-page response essay linking to class discussions, DUE:  Monday, February 27th 
FIRST EXAMINATION:

Friday, February 24th 

IV.
The Electoral College
Assignment: Edwards & Lineberry, selected parts of Chapters on elections


  

V.
Government Institutions

   Assignment:   Edwards & Lineberry, Ch. 12 on Congress; parts of Ch. 14 on the Budget
SPRING BREAK:

Monday – Friday, March 5th – 9th  
  

SECOND EXAMINATION:
Friday, March 23rd 

VI.
The Executive Branch

                           Assignment: Edwards & Lineberry, Ch. 13
PAPERS DUE:
Friday, April 13th   by 4:30 pm in the Political Science office 

VII.
The Federal Courts and important First Amendment Cases




Assignment: Edwards & Lineberry, chap. 16 and parts of Chap. 4;


Revisit chapter by Lawrence Lessig
FINAL EXAMINATION:

Monday, May 7th, 8:00 – 10:00 am 
      (Note:  Final exam times may NOT be changed for any of your classes at Stetson, except by permission of the Dean of the College for good cause.)
