
Success 
After 
Stetson
The Office of Career and Professional Development 
presents employment tracking data of 2015-16  
Stetson University graduates.



DARE TO BE SIGNIFICANT
is much more than a tag line. It’s a challenge 

to live to the best of your ability, pursuing 
your dreams and goals with conviction, an 
open mind and passion. That is the essence 

of daring to be, but it’s also a challenge to 
pay it forward. Beyond yourself, there are 

many at Stetson who invest in your success. 
Significance is the call to make sure that 

investment does not return empty —  
to embrace the future and say, “I will dare  
to lead, dare to dream, dare to persevere,  

and I will dare to be significant.”





Stetson’s support programs, faculty 
connections and an improving job 
market raised the 2016 bachelor’s 
degree cohort success rate to 89% from 
80% for the 2014 cohort. Success rate 
is the sum of percentage employed and 
percentage accepted for continuing 
education as of the November 2016 
census, which is the national standard 
cutoff date.

We achieved an 86% knowledge rate 
(response rate plus data gathered from 
additional sources). We are grateful for 
faculty staying in contact with recent 
graduates and passing along graduates’ 
post-baccalaureate statuses to our 
office.

Internships turn into opportunities, connections into careers. From 
prestigious graduate schools like Oxford and Johns Hopkins to 
amazing careers in the public and private sectors, Stetson graduates 
are taking success to new levels and redefining significance.

DESTINATIONS

89%
Post-graduation 

Success Rate  

24%
Continuing Education 

65%
Employed

Heather co-created Stetson’s garden and farmers market and served as  

the founding Community Director of East End Market. She now works on  

sustainable agriculture and rural development projects abroad while  

helping to establish new branches of Fleet Farming around the world.



Heather Grove ‘11
Stetson Major:  

Environmental Science

“I’ll admit it was the picturesque 
campus that originally caught  
my attention, but my love for 
Stetson grew far beyond the 

landscape. I’m forever grateful 
for the relationships and 

opportunities – they continue  
to shape my life six years  

after graduating.” 



Matt Katsolis ‘01
“Having leadership roles at Stetson prepared 
me for the responsibility of being a director 
in the film industry, where I manage large 
movies, budgets and crews.” 



The post-graduation success rate 
(percentage “All Employed” plus 
percentage “All Continuing Education”) for 
those with known statuses is 89% for the 
2016 cohort versus 91%, 80%, 69% and 
70% for the 2015, 2014, 2013, and 2012 
cohorts, respectively (see chart below).  
The percentage seeking employment or 
admission to continuing education plus 
the percentage not seeking is 12% for 
2016, as compared with 9%, 20%, 30% 
and 30% for 2015, 2014, 2013, and 2012, 
respectively. The improved job market 
and Stetson support services are having 
a considerable positive impact on the 
success of Stetson graduates.  

SUCCESS
Founder of Interpret Studios, 

Matt is an award-winning 

director and cinematographer. 

He made a name for himself 

by developing story-driven 

cinematic film and television 

in the action sports world. 

Several of his feature length 

documentaries have won film 

festival awards.  He continues 

to produce amazing work on 

campaigns for clients like Red 

Bull Media, Nike, Universal, 

ESPN, FOX, CBS, Flomotion, and 

for numerous ad agencies.

2016 65% 24% 11% 1%

2015 58% 33% 9% 0%

2014 53% 27% 13% 7%

2013 41% 28% 22% 8%

2012 41% 29% 21% 9%
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Academic challenge fuels independent thought — it ignites a passion 
that dares you to be the best you can be. We focus on the kind of 
learning that unlocks the ability to think critically, reason empirically, 
express persuasively, connect creatively and lead across life’s 
challenges. These skills are highly sought-after by today’s employers. 
Think about it: The challenge you will experience at Stetson allows you 
to reach your full potential.

SIGNIFICANCE

At Stetson, learning goes well 
beyond the classroom as you apply 
theory to real-life challenges. 
Academics, athletics, internships, 
study-away and study-abroad 
opportunities, and a myriad of 
club and leadership opportunities 
empower significant transformation. 
The Career and Professional 
Development office is there at 
each step helping you solidify a 
foundation for an amazing future.
After all, how you think is the 
greatest factor in determining 
your destiny. What you might think 
is impossible today can quickly 
become well within your ability at 
Stetson University.

44,994
Stetson Alumni

316
Internships Posted for 

Stetson Students in 2016

86%

Found internships to be 

helpful preparation for 

their career



A physicist at the University of  
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Sarah  
is a member of the Laser  
Interferometer Gravitational- 
wave Observatory team that  
confirmed the first detection  
of gravitational-waves from  
two colliding black holes.  
She continues as a lead developer preparing for the new era of science and 
gravitational-wave astronomy.

“I now appreciate the supportive community that Stetson provided to me.” 
she says. “I did not realize that it is uncommon for undergraduate students at 
other universities to receive individualized attention from faculty. My Stetson 
experiences gave me the confidence and strength to forge ahead with a 
demanding scientific research career.”

Recent grad and class of  
2016 commencement speaker, 
Jordan is daring to search for  
a cure as she ventures from  
Stetson to pursue a Ph.D. in  
Cancer Biology.

The University of Notre Dame, 
it turns out, is the big winner. Following her acceptance to Cornell University, 
Emory University, Johns Hopkins University, Northwestern University and  
Notre Dame, Jordan chose the latter to pursue her Ph.D. with “hopes of making  
a positive impact in the cancer field.”

Getting accepted to a prestigious graduate school is quite an accomplishment. 
Getting accepted to your school of choice is truly outstanding and Stetson well 
prepares graduates who are looking to further their education do just that.

Dr. Sarah Caudill 
Major: Physics ’06, Milwaukee, WI

Jordan Cockfield
Major: Biology ’16, Lake Worth, FL



Three hundred forty-three recent graduates completed or partially 
completed the outcomes survey (58% response rate) which yielded 
interesting data for future exploration:

Of respondents who are working after 
graduation, 12% are in employed in 
education/teaching, 8% in sales, 8% in 
accounting/auditing, 5% in customer 
service, 4% in finance and 4% are analysts.

74% of respondents accepted employment 
in Florida; the next highest state was 
California at 3% with New York and North 
Carolina at 2%.

For respondents continuing their education, 
21% were pursuing business, management, 
marketing and related support services; 
20% were pursuing education related to 
health professions; 14% related to legal 
professions and studies; 8% related to 
psychology; and 7% related to visual and 
performing arts.

The majority of respondents (80%) indicated 
their primary post-graduation occupation 
was very related or somewhat related to 
their career goals.  Seventy-nine percent 
were very satisfied or somewhat satisfied 
with their primary post-graduation 
occupation.

58% of respondents indicated they had 
completed an internship while working on 
their Stetson degree.

Of those who completed internships, 46% 
completed one, 30% completed two, and 
15% completed three.

86% found the internship to be either very 
helpful or helpful in preparing them for the 
workplace and their career.

ADDITIONAL DATA 
OF INTEREST 



Matt Katsolis ‘01
“Having leadership roles at Stetson prepared 
me for the responsibility of being a director 
in the film industry, where I manage large 
movies, budgets and crews.” 

Shayn L. Sparks ‘15
Stetson Major: Finance

Shayn perused a summer internship at Siemens 
as a financial analyst in the commercial 
sales of large gas turbines for the Americas 
department. He gained a rewarding experience 
focusing on cost curve analysis which aided in 
his receipt of a full-time position at Siemens. 
His hard-work and determination landed him 
a career offer only a week into his senior year 
with his job starting immediately upon his 
graduation from Stetson University in 2015. 



OFFICE OF CAREER AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

386-822-7315

career@stetson.edu

stetson.edu/career


